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The Pastor Page 
We are not a patient people. We’re really, really not good at 
waiting. This problem of ours has only been exasperated by the 
recent electronic revolution. Today, if there is something that I 
want, chances are good that I would be able to pick up my 
phone, order it and it would be here in two days. One if I’m 
willing to pay a little bit more. At amusement parks and theme 
parks people will choose to pay exorbitant amounts of money in 
order to be allowed to cut in front of people in the lines. And the 
people in the lines becomes jealous of those who can afford to 
do such things. 
     If we are forced to wait, then we must have something that 
will keep us entertained while we do so. Whether that means 
having our fancy smart phones with all the distractions that they 
entail, or it means carrying around a book to lose yourself in. 
And perhaps in some ways that’s not so bad. After all, there is 
certainly an argument that could be made that if we have the 
tools to keep ourselves occupied while we are waiting, then we 
should use them. As the saying goes, “Idle hands are the devil’s 
workshop.” And there is certainly some truth in that. Any parent 
knows that a bored child is a risky proposition. Though another 
argument could be made that one of the more important things 
to teach a child is how to be bored. 
     However, what about the times that we must wait for God? 
For instance, here in the season of advent when we are waiting 
for Christmas. Or perhaps, the reality that we are even now 
waiting for the return of our Lord, who was crucified for our sins. 
What should we do while we are waiting? How can we keep 
ourselves occupied while we are waiting? How does God want 
us to wait patiently for Him? 
     This is what our Advent Series this year will be about, waiting. 
You will hear about how you’re free to prepare while you’re 
waiting. How you’re free to suffer while you’re waiting. And how 
you’re free to hope while you’re waiting. You are all welcome to 
come and attend our Wednesday evening services and hear 
about these topics from the Word of God. As usual, we will have 
an Advent Meal starting 6 P.M. to be followed by our Advent 
worship services at 7 P.M. 

                                                                                                      I hope to see you all there! 
May God bless you all!     Pastor Christopher Craig 
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Our Mission Statement 

As members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

who have been granted eternal life through 

Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, we 

worship Him as our Lord and seek to further 

His work of salvation through word and 

sacrament ministry in our community and 

world toward the goal of creating and 

strengthening personal faith in Him 
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter Article – December 2019 
 

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the 
necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show 
what we care about. Our anxiety reveals what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals 
what we trust in. 
     This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve 
two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
     But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which 
to dwell.” Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will 
ensure that you have them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument. 
     Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into 
barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more 
luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in heaven feeds the birds and 
clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than they 
are? 
     For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are 
worth the price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and 
become a lily? Did he descend and take on the form of a bird? No!  
     He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. 
He is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? 
He gave His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His 
own and live under Him in His kingdom forever. 
     God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death 
we deserve because of it. He was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … 
for us. He was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father 
in heaven has given His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will 
He not also give us all things to support this body and life? 
     To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care 
about this and find security in it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever 
because Jesus, the Son of God is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to 
believe that God – who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of His Son, 
and sanctifies you by His Spirit – will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this life. 
     Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule 
among us. His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so 
that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in 
eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us. 
     Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – 
and He promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. So, seek after that. Those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, 
our Lord says, will be added to you. 
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LWML 
October 2019  Newsletter 
Shelly Keller read a letter from Kansas District President Brenda Peister.  President Peister has 
visited different LWML groups and found out that all meetings are not just formal. Usually the 
personality of the people involved in LWML determine the degrees of formality.  All meetings 
should be Christ centered with Bible study,, fellowship or service.  She stressed that we should 
always be aware and accepting of ideas for discussion or future meetings. 
Committee Reports - We have a slew of all occasion cards. 
Emily Wacker graciously dropped off the 40 school kits to Lutheran World Relief in Salina.  
We are grateful to the generous financial gifts of the Princ and Chegwidden families. 
Campus Ministry extends to  Hannah Wolting, Tanner Kubick, Morgan Kubick, Lukas Sebesta, 
Blake Chegwidden, Cheyenne Meyer and Brody Schofield. 
Lincoln District's Fall Workshop is Oct 13.  Outreach project is Mitchell County's Food Pantry 
and Heartbeat Pregnancy Program. 
The main order of business was organizing and assigning workers for both Friday morning and 
for Saturday's Tri City Garage Sale. 
Future plans entail Christian Life Retreat Nov. 1 and 2 in Salina.  And word is out that our 
Lincoln District will help host the LWML 2020 Convention in Hoisington.        Justine Dohl 
 

November 7, 2017  LWML Minutes 
 

Pastor opened the November meeting with Psalm 149 about joy and praise,  Israel as God's 
chosen, rejoices in the Lord with dance, music and words. But truth from God's Word carries a 
two edged sword.  The Word not only shows us God's loving nature but God condemns evil 
while He corrects and disciplines us.  
Minutes were given in form of  what was sent to Bethlehem's newsletter.                              
Ramie Schulteis gave the treasurer's report. . 
REPORTS - 
 Fall Rally - Coleen, Ramie, Lois, Emily Shelly attended the fall rally  
 LWML voted to accept the executive board's recommendations for the proceeds from the 
2019  Bazaar.  Proceeds will go to the following; Food banks at St. Louis and Fort Wayne, 
Orphan Grain Train, God's Gracious Gift Fund, Valentine Boxes, LWML Giving  Tuesday (1st 
Tuesday after Thanksgiving), Fairmont Ministry, Wichita State Ministry and Haskell Light and 
Pastor and Shelby.  
STANDING Committee Reports -1. Cards- a new selection of cards have come in. 2. Mission 
of Love - could use reading glasses and stamps. 3.Cheer -  to Tom Watson 4. Campus  - 
Baileigh, Tanner, Morgan, Brody, Cheyenne, Blake, Lucas and Hannah. 5. Dec Flowers - 
donations of poinsettias from the congregation. Coleen will appoint flower committee. 
NEW BUSINESS - President Coleen Ancell appointed many members on several ad hoc 
committees 
Cheryl Gier will be in charge of the Bianca and Brexton Shower. 
Advent Meal Dec 18 - Coleen, Emily, Barb, Ramie and Lois in charge 
Angel Tree - Coleen and Ramie will put the tree up the end of Nov. 
By consensus  members decided that Nov. 30 was the best day for decorating the church 
Euni Thaemert recommended sending thank you notes to the Princ's Family (Barbara Brown 
Applequist) and the Elda Chegwidden Family
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Advent meal and Silent Auction Fundraiser for Mites 

Wednesday, December 18
th

, 2019  @ 6 PM at Bethlehem Parish Hall 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

The LWML is hosting a pre-Christmas meal at 6 pm followed by the Advent Service at 7 pm.  

There is no charge for the meal because it will be provided by the generosity of Thrivent.  At 

the same time, during the dinner hour, there will be a silent auction fundraiser for LWML Mites*. 

Members of the LWML and Bethlehem are asked to help with our fundraiser for Mites by 

providing baked items, a basket of goodies or a handiwork item for the silent auction. All items 

need to be at the Parish Hall by 5:30 pm on the 18
th

.   Bring something you would want to buy 

a week before Christmas and help fill the Mite box!  Contact Emilie (526-7298) with any 

questions.   

*Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission 

grants and implement the LWML program.   

LIGHT A CANDLE   Please join us on December 24 at 5 p.m. for the children's Christmas Eve 
service.  This unique children’s service involves the lighting of candles to represent the good 
news of God’s love, shown for us in the gift of His Son on that First Christmas, including the 
reading of scripture, the Christmas story, poems, and songs.  The service will conclude with a 
Live Nativity, at the back of church, to be viewed as the congregation is dismissed.  
Fellowship and refreshments  will follow in the Parish Hall. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN'S SERVICE REHEARSALS   Sunday School will be held in the 
church proper beginning Sunday, December 1, where the children will begin rehearsing for 
their Christmas Eve program.  It is requested for ALL grade school and high school children to 
arrive at 9:45 a.m.  so practice may begin on time.  The practices will be held each Sunday 
morning on December 1, 8, 15, and 22!  The final practice will be dress rehearsal on Tuesday, 
December 24, beginning at 9 a.m. with breakfast and ending by 11 a.m.  The program will 
begin at 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve, and all children should arrive no later than 4:30 p.m.  If your 
child would like to perform a vocal or instrumental solo during the pre-music, 
please let me know.  Thanks – Shelly Keller, program director 
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                                                                                                                                           Pictures summited 
by Cheryl Gier & Emilie Wacker 

 

                                                                                                               Dell Gier 
                                                                                                              Brecklyn Hirsch,  

Pastor and Shelby Craig.  
 Decorating the church 

                                                                                                           November 30th. 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Head Elder John Sorensen presented Pastor Christopher Craig with the Pastor 
appreciation gift from the congregation towards his student loans. 

The total collected was $1232 
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BOCL 
           The BOCL met on Tuesday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. Members present were Lloyd Gier, 

Dena Sorensen, Tyler Gier, Corey Hirsch, Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller, and Pastor Craig. Also 

present was Coleen Ancell. Pastor led with a prayer. Minutes were read, corrected, and approved. 

     Pastor reported that registration for Higher Things in Fort Collins, Colorado is moving along. 

This will take place on June 29 to July 1, 2020.They're anticipating 8 teens on possibly going.They 

are planning on having some fundraising events for this trip. 

     Pastor has been contemplating starting a Christian program aimed for the younger children of our 

congregation.  

     Decorating the church for Christmas is scheduled for Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. on November 

30. This will be a congregational event. 

     There are three Advent services before Christmas. Ruth Mueller moved to do the first meal on the 

4th, Lloyd Gier seconded, motion passed. Meals will be served. BOCL will provide the first one on 

December 4, the elders will provide the one on the 11th, and LWML will provide for the one on the 

18th. 

     A pamphlet of an explanation on closed communion was reviewed. Ruth M moved to order a 

packet of ten for a more thorough examination, Dena S seconded, motion passed. 

     Our next meeting Tuesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. We closed with prayer 

 
 

Baptismal Birthdays in December 
 God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of                                 
grace  that you have received, and we pray  
for many  more blessings for Jesus’ sake! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December Acolyte  
 

Dec 1       Vance Dohl  Aubrelle Hurlbut   
Dec 4          Chloe Balluch, Tevis Dohl 
Dec 8*              Eli Schultz,  Rylan Gier 
Dec 11    Isaac Schultz  Kale Sorensen 
Dec 15            El Schultz,  Vance Dohl   
Dec 18      Aubrelle Hurlbut, Rylan Gier 
Dec 22*          Vance Dohl, Eli Schultz 
Dec 24          Chloe Balluch, Rylan Gier 
Dec 25           Tevis Dohl, Isaac Schultz 
Dec 29  Aubrelle Hurlbut , Kale Sorensen 
*Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry Groth 
Marlin Huehl 
Robert Trost  
Ray Willingham 
Kenneth Meitler 
Kevin Feldkamp 
Kyle Frederking 
Reese Gier 
Vance Dohl 

Lloyd Gier 
Louis Blasé 
Barb Mettlen 
Justine Dohl 
Remington Gier 
Tracy Meyer 
Mickey Meyer 
Wilda Mattke 
Heather Meyer 
Tevis Dohl 
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On the evening of Sunday, November 10
th

, Bethlehem hosted a presentation by Rev. Vance 
and Linda Becker as they prepare for their upcoming ministry in Kenya. After the Beckers 
presented a program on the many hats that they have worn and will be wearing, a catered 
meal was served by Shirley Small and company. Over 50 people attended from neighboring 
circuit churches and the community as well as members of Bethlehem. $590 was collected in 
addition to $500 that our congregation voted to donate at the October voter’s meeting. Thank 
you to the committee of Tonya Chegwidden, Anne Dohl and Shelly Keller for organizing as well 
as Shirley Small for the meal. The meal and congregational donation was provided through 
proceeds of the Endowment Fund. We pray for safe travels and a blessed ministry for the 
Beckers in Kenya. Submitted by Dell Gier 
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News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett  
T.I.M. (Together in Mission) 

The Evangel in Ethiopia 
 

eric.stinnett@lcms.org 
 
 

 
Did you know . . . ? The Marabou Stork stands about 5 feet tall, weighs about 20 lbs. and has a 
wingspan of about 11 feet! It will eat literally almost anything, dead or alive, and is found in 
wetland areas. This one is near Lake Ziway, Ethiopia. It also may be the ugliest bird we have 
seen and smells badly when close. 
 
Please Pray for: - the Masters students who are struggling to work on their theses and 
research work and balance all of their studies and work and for their advisors -finding a new 
language teacher and time to study Give thanks For: -the new Amharic hymnal being 
completed and printed -the audio recordings for the hymnal were finished -a successful 
completion of the hymnal conference that was well attended praise God for: -our fellow 
missionaries, the Rabe family and Kaisers -all of our supporters in prayer and finances -the 
new hymnal being dedicated by President Yonas -Sandra Rhein (hymnal consultant LCMS) 
and for all the people who worked so hard to help complete this project 

***********************************************

Planning is beginning for the 2020 Usher List, On the front bulletin board is a signup sheet 
for 2020 monthly ushers. Please take time to sign up, on the months you prefer or it will either 
stay the same as 2019 or the elders will assign days.  We are always looking for new ushers 
please take time to sign up. Or contact an Elder, Willis, or Pastor. Thank you! 
 

Charitable contributions for 2019 must be received before the first worship service in 2020 in 
order to claim the deduction for 2019. Checks that are mailed and postmarked in 2019 will still 
be deductible even if received at church in 2020 
 

LIGHT A CANDLE Please join us on December 24 at 5 p.m. for the children's Christmas Eve 
service.  This unique children’s service involves the lighting of candles to represent the good 
news of God’s love, shown for us in the gift of His Son on that First Christmas, including the 
reading of scripture, the Christmas story, poems, and songs.  The service will conclude with a 
Live Nativity, at the back of church, to be viewed as the congregation is dismissed.  
Fellowship and refreshments will follow in the Parish Hall 
 

The Elders and Pastor Craig invite everyone to their Annual chili cook off, December 11. 
Each Elder and Pastor will provide a pot of their very finest chili to be judged. The winner will 
receive the award of the Golden Spoon. They will start serving chili around 6 p.m. and ending 
by 6:45, before the service at 7:00.  A free-will offering will be taken.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eric.stinnett@lcms.org
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Advent meal and Silent Auction Fundraiser for Mites 
Wednesday, December 18

th
, 2019  @ 6 PM at Bethlehem Parish Hall 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
The LWML is hosting a pre-Christmas meal at 6 pm followed by the Advent Service at 7 pm.  
There is no charge for the meal because it will be provided by the generosity of Thrivent.  At 
the same time, during the dinner hour, there will be a silent auction fundraiser for LWML Mites*. 
Members of the LWML and Bethlehem are asked to help with our fundraiser for Mites by 
providing baked items, a basket of goodies or a handiwork item for the silent auction. All items 
need to be at the Parish Hall by 5:30 pm on the 18

th
.   Bring something you would want to buy 

a week before Christmas and help fill the Mite box!  Contact Emilie (526-7298) with any 
questions.   
*Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission 
grants and implement the LWML program.   
 
 
 
 
 

NEW GLASSES? NICE! Did you know that MOST Ministries will take your old pair—or all 
those pairs sitting in your dresser drawers? Our eyeglass teams are requested by churches 
around the world. Is your Bible study group searching for a service project?  In addition to 
an eyeglass donation, please consider making witness materials (bracelets or puppets) that 
our teams use to share the gospel!  Call MOST Ministries at (734) 994-7909 or visit 
www.mostministries.org to learn more.( the LWML has a box at the front of the church 
under the bulletin board if anyone would like to give  your  old glasses or just drop them in 
the box or put on LWML  table in parish hall) 
  
We appreciate your help! 
Kelly Bone 
Business Manager & Volunteer Coordinator 
MOST Ministries 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/38480975/929726621/56817682/0/47399/?x=9e6bad4b
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Coming Events at Bethlehem 
 

Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

          

          5 p.m. December 24 Children Christmas Eve Program 

          10 a.m. December 25 Christmas Day Worship 
 

           10a.m. – Sunday School 

10 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

11 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 

3:45 p.m.-- Wednesday’s Midweek 

           6:00 p.m. - Wednesday’s Worship Service 
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