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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church who have
been granted eternal life
through Jesus Christ’s death
and resurrection, we worship
Him as our Lord and seek to
further His work of salvation
through word and sacrament
ministry in our community and
world toward the goal of
creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him.

The Pastor’s Page
You know, I’ve always been a bit
hesitant to sponsor or endorse
topical public speakers. Especially
when they are focused on a hot
button issue. This is because what
frequently ends up happening is that
the speakers are so passionate about
their issue, that they neglect other
important things. Specifically, they
tend to neglect the preaching of the
Gospel.
This month however, I was
pleasantly surprised and impressed.
Along with the other area Lutheran
Churches, Bethlehem sponsored a
Creation event at our county fair.
Brian Young came down with his
Semisaurus (a mobile creation
museum) to spend the weekend with
us and to educate our community
about Creationism and Evolutionism.
The Semisaurus was packed full of
information, and most people had to
go through it twice to even begin to
assimilate the information.
What impressed me the most
though, was Brian’s presentation on
Thursday night. He is a passionate
speaker, very good at what he does
and excellent at engaging his
audience using various tools.
However, it wasn’t the explosions or
playing with liquid nitrogen that
impressed me. It wasn’t even his
solid defense of Creationism and
reasoning against Evolutionism. No,
what impressed me, was that he
preached the Gospel.
The devil is tricky. He can turn
something that is good, into
something that is harmful to us. I’ve
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seen many people who get so caught
up in a good debate, that they forget
to talk about Jesus. As a Pastor, one
of the most important things that I
do is to preach sermons. Because I
write and preach so many sermons, I
tend to evaluate other speeches and
presentations through the lens of
Homiletics. (That’s the fancy word
for sermon writing)
Brian gave an excellent sermon,
using the first part of Genesis as his
text. You see, sermons are different
than almost any other type of public
speaking. They aren’t really
designed to persuade. They aren’t
designed to make you feel good
either. A sermon is supposed to be
more of a message than anything
else. It is proclamatory. It proclaims
something to you.
That something is of course, the
Gospel. What Brian did so well, and
what I and any other good Pastor try
to do on a weekly basis, is to tell
you about Jesus did for you. To
proclaim to you Christ, crucified for
the forgiveness of your sins. That is
what a sermon is all about. Christ’s
sacrifice on your behalf. I hope and
pray that you keep that in mind as
you listen to sermons. Keep your
ears open for Christ. Search Him
out. If it’s a good sermon, He’s
there, ready to remind you of your
salvation.
May God bless you all,
Pastor Christopher Craig

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Pastor led with devotions and a prayer. Minutes
were read and approved.
The finalization for the Lincoln County fair were
set in place.
Details for the final day of VBS were decided. They
will consist of program (church service) , followed
by carnival and potluck.
Fall events coming up: the 500th anniversary of
Reformation, and also possibly a reformation walk
instead of bible walk. This is still being discussed,
may decide to cancel with everything else going on..
A church service is being planned at Wilson Lake
Sept. 3 at 9:30 a.m. Details for location and perhaps
picnic lunch will be discussed at next meeting.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August
10 at 8:00 p.m.
We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller

Stewardship Newsletter
August 2017
Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make
a living by what we get, but we make a life by what
we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are
defined less by what we have gotten, and more by
what we give away.
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave
completely of Himself for us. He became man for
us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed
those with many and various diseases. He died the
death that we deserve because of sin. He gave of
Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell.
And so, it is that by giving completely of Himself,
He got for Himself us, making us citizens of His
eternal kingdom by grace.
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get
more from giving than we do from simply getting.
For giving softens our hearts and frees us from the
grip which the worries of this world and making a
living has on us. For when we are singularly focused
on making a living, we are singularly focused on
what we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all
areas of our lives—our relationships with friends
and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with
the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking the
question—How can I be a friend, family member,
neighbor, and servant to others—to asking the
question—what have they done for me lately. We
become more selfish instead of selfless.
But when we give, we do not have less, we have
more because when we give we join in the bond of
friendship and family, the bond of service to those
around us out of love for them. And love is the
fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God
Himself, for God is Love. Thus we are reflecting the
divine nature. As Jesus said “It is more blessed to
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

*******************************

Baptismal Birthdays in August
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that
you have received, and we pray for many more
blessings for Jesus’ sake!

Taunya Campos
Arthur Dohl
Kylie Ehrlich
Christie Gier
Vera Jorgensen
Judy Meier

Roger Meitler
Brock Mueller
Ryan Schulteis
John Thaemert
Rozella Trapp
Emilie Wacker
Rylan Gier

LWML Flower Committee
August
Coleen Ancell, Euni Thaemert
September
Shell Keller & Coleen Ancell

The BOCL July Meeting
The BOCL met on Thursday, July 6 at 8:00 p.m.
Members present were Pastor Craig, Lloyd Gier,
Ronda Watson, Trey Watson, Tyler Gier, Kylie
Ehrlich, Dena Sorensen, Barb Meitler, Brock
Mueller and Ruth Mueller.
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two popular speakers have agreed to assist us while
we search for the next individual who will share the
Good News of Jesus Christ over the airwaves,”
says LHM President & CEO Kurt Buchholz.
“Generations of people in our listening audience
have been blessed to learn from and be
strengthened in the faith by Dr. Klaus and Dr.
Meyer. We look forward to their continued role in
this important ministry that remains a critical part
of LHM’s focus on media outreach.”
Klaus retired from the full-time speaker role in
2010 and has been recording one sermon a month
for The Lutheran Hour and writing many of LHM’s
Daily Devotions. Meyer served as speaker from
1989 through 2001 (as well as host of LHM’s On
Main Street weekly television program) and
currently serves as president of Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis.
The Lutheran Hour airs on nearly 1,800 stations
throughout North America and reaches more than
one million listeners each week. The weekly
broadcast can also be heard anytime online at
lutheranhour.org or through a mobile app for
iPhones and Android devices.

August-September Acolyte 2017
August
Aug 6
Aug 13*
Aug20
Aug 27*
September
Sept3
Sept 10*
Sept 17
Sept 24*

Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Jacob Schultz
Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier

* Communion service

*************************************

LHM Online Courses Now Available!

Two Familiar Voices to Take Over the
Airwaves on The Lutheran Hour In
celebration of Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 100th
anniversary, LHM is excited to announce that the
weekly broadcast of The Lutheran Hour will
feature Rev. Dr. Kenneth R. Klaus and Rev. Dr.
Dale A. Meyer beginning Nov. 5, 2017.
The regular appearances of the two
distinguished speakers are part of a transition plan
being implemented following current Speaker Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz’s recent acceptance of a call to
serve as executive director of the Lutheran Center
for Religious Liberty. Seltz’s last broadcast will be
recorded in Wittenberg and aired Reformation
weekend, Oct. 29.
“In a year where we celebrate the 100th
anniversary of Lutheran Hour Ministries, we are
extremely pleased to honor the legacy of The
Lutheran Hour program by announcing that these

FREE Outreach Resources at your fingertips!




Individual, self-paced learning
Time for self-reflection and journaling
Optional small group discussion guides for home
and congregational use
 Easy access on any digital device – computer,
tablet, or smart phone
 A variety of learning methods designed for the
adult learner
Once you sign up, you will receive an email to set up
your password and begin the course, “Getting Started
with LHM Online Resources.” The Learning Library is
open and you can begin any of our three new courses,
Intergenerational Mentoring, Sharing Your Faith
Stories, or Christ & His Kingdom. Don’t forget to also
sign up for our Wednesday Webinars!
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(Excerpts from newsletter from Rev Eric Stinnett
serving in Ethiopia Our T. I. M. Missions find
complete newsletter on front bulletin board)

Ingenious Uses of the False Banana Tree
Dorze Village, Guga Mountains– The Dorze people
were amazing in the number of ways they use the
false banana tree. They build their houses from the
leaves and also use them as a lining while cooking.
The inside of the stem is scraped out, (as Rachael
and Luke are doing in the picture), buried
underground for three months to ferment, and then
used as flour (kocho) to make their flat bread. They
also use the long, fibrous materials found inside the
stem to make ropes, mats or sacks. Because it can be
harvested at any time of the year, this tree has been
called, “the tree against hunger”.
Did you know . . . ?
Donkeys and camels were first domesticated in
Ethiopia. Ethio-pia has about 7 million donkeys (the
most in the world) and 80%of the population
depends on them in some way. A donkey sells for
between $90-$150 up from $13 to $22 just ten years
ago.
Please Pray for:
-Eric and myself in full time language classes for the
summer & language retention
-Eric’s preparations for the next school year’s
classes—he will teach five classes: new syllabi,
lesson plans, reading lists, lectures, etc.
-the Master’s of Theology program: students,
profes-sors and administrators
-Ethiopia’s peace and safety
-funding for visiting profes-sors to teach here at
MYS
-wisdom in serving the peo-ple of God here at the
MYS
Give thanks for:
-the opportunity to learn more about Ethiopian people and culture through travel this summer
-the seminary working to set up another successful
school year
Praise God for:
-the new and returning stu-dents who will study
God’s Holy Word
-all who uphold the Lord’s work here with prayer
and support—& for good health
-the Rabe family here with us in Ethiopia

Hosanna Theological Seminary
—Southern Ethiopia
Hosanna, Ethiopia—Because my schedule was
quite flexible in July we decided to take a little time
to see more of Ethiopia. One stop on our trip that I
particularly enjoyed was visiting one the EECMY
regional seminaries, Hosanna The-ological
Seminary. Two of my former students who
graduated this spring are on the faculty at this
seminary. I had also met the seminary pres-ident at a
few different meetings here at MYS. All three men
had been encouraging me to visit their seminary. I
am glad I finally had the chance. It is a beautiful
campus, half of it houses the synodical offices and
the other half is the seminary. It has a beautiful large
church in the middle. In addition to student housing,
the staff and faculty also live on campus so it does
truly foster a real sense of community.
As we toured the campus in the rain (the risk of
travelling during the rainy season) they showed me
where they have preserved a large tree in the middle
of the campus. The first Lutheran missionary to the
area needed a place to meet for worship and
teaching, but he did not have a building, so he chose
that tree. In the beginning, Sunday worship services,
Bible study classes, etc. were all held under the tree.
Over time his mission grew and they built a small
church. Then they added a larger com-pound around
the building. As they grew, their compound and
mission did, too. Eventually it became the seminary
that I toured. It stands today as a wonderful example
of how a small mission effort can grow into
something quite large (in a way, kind of a living
example of Christ’s mustard seed parable). As our
seminaries here in the EECMY continue to train
pastors and evangelists, many of whom may start
out preaching under a similar tree, I wonder—
hopefully— what the results will be.
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Semisaurus
with Brian Young
Lincoln County Fair
2017
Sponored by
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Natoma Lutheran for life
And Several local
Lutheran Churches
Picture by Dena Sorensen

Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

August 8
August 9
August 10
August 10
August 17
August 27
August 30

5:30 p.m. Elder meeting
7 p.m. LWML meeting
7 p.m. Confessional Bible Study
8 p.m. BOCL meeting
County Health Nurse at Senior Center
Youth Group Back to School Bash
First Day of School

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9:00 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) {Beginning in September}
9:00 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here
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