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Our Mission Statement 
 

As members of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church who have 

been granted eternal life 

through Jesus Christ’s death 

and resurrection, we worship 

Him as our Lord and seek to 

further His work of salvation 

through word and sacrament 

ministry in our community 

and world toward the goal of 

creating and strengthening 

personal faith in Him. 

 

The Pastor’s Page  

When I was in college another 

student and I were drafted to lead a 

bible study called Studs and Wimps 

of the Bible 2.0. We were drafted by 

a senior who was currently leading 

the bible study and wanted the study 

to go on after he left. In this study 

my friend and I had a tradition. We 

would always start the new school 

year off with the same chapter, 

Isaiah 6. 

     We did this because many of us 

who came to that bible study 

happened to be pre-seminary 

students, and Isaiah 6 is where the 

prophet Isaiah received his call to be 

a prophet. In it we learn some of 

what it means to be a pastor. 

Therefore, I figured it would be good 

to continue the tradition, and to share 

a bit of Isaiah 6 with you all. 

     In Isaiah’s call, he sees the throne 

room of God. He sees two seraphim 

(burning angels) with six wings. The 

first thing that Isaiah hears is this 

declaration by these two angels. 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 

hosts; the whole earth is full of His 

glory!” (Is. 6:3) Upon this 

declaration the foundations of the 

heavens shake, and the house is 

filled with smoke. 

     In the midst of this, Isaiah utters 

his first words, “Woe is me! For I 

am lost; for I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips; for my eyes 

have seen the King, the Lord of 

hosts!” (Is. 6:5) 

Isaiah literally thinks he’s going to 

die. He has seen the glory and the 

holiness of the Lord. People 

normally die when they see that. But 

notice why in particular Isaiah is 

concerned. It is his lips that he is 

worried about. The mouth which 

should be speaking the Word of God 

was instead speaking unclean words. 

Because of this, and his other sins, 

Isaiah deserved to die. 

     However, that is not God’s plan. 

Instead, one of the angels takes a 

coal from the altar of the Lord, and 

says, “Behold, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away, and 

your sin atoned for.” (Is. 6:7b) 

Rather than kill him, the Lord has 

mercy. He cleanses the very parts of 

his body that Isaiah was worried 

about. The holiness which comes 

from the altar of the Lord, has made 

Isaiah’s formerly unclean lips holy. 

     The Lord then asks a simple 

question, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” (Is. 6:8a) Isaiah 

gives him a simple answer, “Here I 

am! Send me.” (Is. 6:8b) 

As a Pastor, I take great comfort 

from these verses. I was a man of 

unclean lips among a people of 

unclean lips. My sin was just as 

grievous as everyone else’s. I 

deserved death just as much as 

everyone else. 

     And yet, God stayed my 

execution. Instead he gave me food 

and drink from his altar, 
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which makes me holy. He gives me the privilege 

and the responsibility of preaching the Word to you 

all, and administering the very Sacrament which 

makes us all holy.  

This is what it means to be a Pastor. To recognize 

that I am sinful, but to also know and believe that on 

the Cross Jesus atoned for my sin, and for the sin of 

every single other person in the world. To be a 

Pastor is to share this truth over and over and over 

again. To be a Pastor is to hand out the very body 

and blood of our Lord, which gives us salvation, 

forgiveness, and life eternal. 

For this, I can only thank God. That He has deigned 

to use me to accomplish His good and perfect will.  
Thanks be to God! May God bless you all, 

Pastor Christopher Craig 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Stewardship Newsletter  

August 2016 

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift”  

(2 Cor. 9:15)! This is St. Paul’s exclamation upon 

hearing the Corinthian church’s response to the 

preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his 

request for support for the Church in Jerusalem. The 

Christians in Corinth heard and received God’s 

mercy in Christ, and they responded to St. Paul’s 

call to support Christians in Jerusalem with a 

collection. The Corinthian’s joy filled Jerusalem’s 

need       This is the reality of stewardship. Because 

of God’s generosity in the giving of His Son to die 

on the cross for us, we are to be generous with all 

that we receive from Him. What do we receive? 

Everything. All that we are and all that we have is 

the Lord’s. He is the creator and the giver. We are 

His creatures and those who receive what He gives.      

It sounds easy. And it is. But then again it isn’t. 

Stewardship is easy because it God’s work. Through 

what God gives, we give to others. Through what 

God gives, we support the work of the church for 

the life of the world. He gives; we receive. And like 

our generous Father in Heaven, we, as His children, 

use what He gives to us to love and serve others.     

But stewardship is also difficult. That is because it 

goes against our natural inclination to think that 

what I have is mine to do what I want with. This is 

our sinful nature. It is our selfishness and our greed. 

How can we who have been given everything—life, 

food, clothing, house, home, forgiveness, divine 

sonship, an eternal inheritance—be so stingy with 

what we give to the church, the place where we hear 

about and receive all that God gives us and does for 

us? We are all guilty of this kind of thinking. And 

the only godly response is to repent and trust in the 

Gospel.     For if God has given you His own Son, 

will He not give you all things? Yes. He will. This is 

His sure and certain promise. God provides for His 

people. He provides everything we need for this 

body and life and for the life that is to come.  

     The church is a mercy place. It’s a place where 

God’s mercy in the death and resurrection of His 

Son, Jesus Christ, is given and received. For we who 

believe in Christ, it means forgiveness, life, and 

salvation in the face of sin, death, and the power of 

the devil. Here in the church we inhale God’s mercy 

in Word and Sacrament, and exhale this same mercy 

in love and service to our neighbor. And that is an 

enduring, joyful thing to do. Our joy fills our 

neighbor’s need because His joy filled ours (Heb. 

12:2). Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift! 

******************************* 

Baptismal Birthdays in August 

 God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that 

you have received, and we pray for many more 

blessings for Jesus’ sake! 
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“Give us Faith to Sing Always” 
135th Anniversary 
August 21, 2016 

Following Sunday morning Worship Service  
 

Come Celebrate, SING with us 
 

 

     Taunya Campos 

     Arthur Dohl 

     Kylie Ehrlich 

     Christie Gier 

     Vera Jorgensen 

       Judy Meier 

 

       Roger Meitler 

Brock Mueller 

Ryan Schulteis 

John Thaemert 

Rozella Trapp 

Emilie Wacker 
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BETHLEHEM LWML 

BIBLE STUDY/Meeting   July 6, 2016 
 Bethlehem LWML met for their bi-monthly 

Bible Study on Wednesday evening, July 6th at 7:00 

p.m.   First of all, we were happy to meet our new 

Shepherd at Bethlehem, Pastor Craig, who made his 

appearance shortly before Bible Study began. 

 Emilie Wacker opened the evening with a 

prayer, followed by the Bible Study “Humbly 

Grateful or Grumbly Hateful” from the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League Quarterly.  We read 

many Bible references referring to “getting along 

with others isn’t always easy, and do we always 

forgive readily or think of others before ourselves“?   

We closed with prayer & sang “My faith looks up to 

Thee” to end the Bible Study.   Thanks, Emilie, for 

the inspiring Bible Study. 

 In place of President Coleen Ancell, the 

Vice-President Shelly Keller led a short meeting to 

decide several things. 

 1)  With the ordination/installation of 

Pastor Craig on Sunday, July 10th, it was moved 

and seconded, and approved,  that our LWML 

would buy one bouquet of flowers for this church 

service - possibly the church will buy another 

bouquet to match.  Cheryl Gier & Barb Meitler are 

in charge of flowers for July so they will do this. 

 2) VBS is coming up on July 11th so the 

$100 we were giving to VBS will go to Coleen 

Ancell as reimbursement for the groceries she 

bought earlier on sale.  She used this for VBS meals 

as a Thrivent Team Project.  The cupcakes left from 

the Nursing Home birthday party will be used by 

VBS. 

 3) On August 2nd the LWML was asked to 

provide a noon luncheon for the burial of Mrs. 

Wayne (Doris) Mueller in the Sylvan cemetery, for 

the benefit of relatives of  Doris who needed a place 

to gather and visit.  It was moved and seconded that 

we do this.   LWML members are asked to bring 

salads/desserts to go with the sandwich fixings. 

 4) Early in August we will also host a baby 

shower for Ethan & Katy Lyne for all the women of 

the congregation.   Jessie Lyne & Elise Sulsar will 

decorate for it, and we will furnish the food.  Watch 

the bulletin for the date. 

 5) The Fall Event is being planned by 

Ramie Schulteis & Lorelei Dohl – no date has been 

set yet. 

 6) We were also encouraged to start 

thinking about the Bazaar coming up on October 1st 

in which we need everyone’s help. 

 7) Flowers for August will be done by 

Coleen Ancell and Justine Dohl. 

 Be sure to refer to your LWML booklet to 

see who is up for the watering of the outside 

landscaping and the parsonage bushes, in this heat. 

     Barb Meitler was our hostess for the evening 

serving some refreshing veggies, chips, sandwiches, 

and watermelon. 

              Lois Walter LWML Secretary 

 
 

LWML Flower Committee 
August 

Coleen Ancell, Justine Dohl 
September 

 

 

***************************** 

               August 2016 
Aug. 7       Marshall Hurlbut 

Aug. 14*    Mekelle Hurlbut 

Aug. 21     Grace Chegwidden 

Aug 28*     Rachel Sebesta 
*Communion 

 

************************************** 
      

     Hanging around  
          With nothing to do  

      Join Dodge Ball/Youth Group 

     Devotion –Snacks-Games 

     Next meetings are 

     August 17 and 31 

       7 p.m.-9p.m.  

    At Lutheran School youth room 

   Please contact Marcy Hurlbut 785-392-7739  

   or Pastor Craig for more information! 
 

    Back to school party August 26 
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The BOCL 
     The BOCL meeting was held on Thur. June 30 

at 8:00 p.m. Members present were Kylie Erhlich, 

Tyler Gier, Ronda Watson, Trey Watson, Barb 

Meitler, Brock Mueller, and Ruth Mueller. 

     We opened with a prayer. Minutes from previous 

meeting were read and approved. 

   There were no motions made at this meeting. 

Finalizing plans for upcoming events were our main 

focus, with the first one being the supper following 

Pastor Craig's installation, Dena Sorensen is set for a 

taco bar with added dishes and desserts from the 

congregation, the BOCL is responsible for drinks 

and tableware, Cheryl Gier has agreed to decorate.. 

VBS is coming together under the guidance of 

Dena, Annie and Marmie. 

   Next will be the Lincoln county fair and peach 

cobbler stand, we will serve peach cobbler and ice-

cream on Thur. and Fri. July 28 & 29, starting at 

5:00 till 8:00 (or later). A sign-up sheet has been put 

on the bulletin board in north hallway for workers 

and bakers. 

   Our church's 135th anniversary will be on August 

21. A committee has been set up to head this. 

     We will visit with Pastor Craig to schedule our 

August meeting. August greeters will be any 

member of BOCL available.  We closed with the 

Lord's Prayer.                                           

 Respectfully submitted Ruth Mueller 
 

Lincoln County Fair 2016 BOCL 

Peach Cobbler/Ice Cream Stand 
                
                                                        Picture   
                                                       by  
                                                Emilie Wacker 
                                                                   

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Youth Group. 
 

We are very excited about the Bethlehem Lutheran 

Youth Group. This youth group is made of some 

Bethlehem Lutheran Youth and some youth from 

the community. The group began going to Teens for 

Christ Dodge-ball Tournaments 4 years ago and 

with the help of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church this 

summer the group has been able to become a formal 

youth group and outreach program in our community. 

We are very excited about the support we are 

receiving from the church and the upcoming events 

the youth group has. If anyone is interested in ways 

to support this outreach, please contact Marcy 

Hurlbut 785-392-7739 or Pastor Craig. Teens love 

food and help providing a snack is always much 

appreciated! 
 

                                        Pictures  
                                                                by  

                                                                   Marcy Hurlbut 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*********************** 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

    Our hearty congratulations and prayers for 

God’s blessings upon Ryan & Jessie Schulteis  

on their Marriage July 23, 2016 

 

 
 
 

 
Picture 
 by  
Cheryl Gier 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Ordination and installation of 
Pastor Christopher Craig 

July 10, 2016   
 

Cave Quest VBS 2016 
Pictures by Dena Sorensen 

 

 
 
 
                                       
                                        
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
                                                                                   
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Coming Events at Bethlehem 
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

 

August 3-17-31 Dodge Ball/ Youth Group  

August 21 Bethlehem 135
th

 Anniversary 

August 26 Back to School Party 

August 31 First Day of School 

 

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

9:00 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) {Beginning in Septembe} 

9:00 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall) 

10:00 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 
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