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Our Mission Statement
As members of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church who have been
granted eternal life through Jesus
Christ’s death and resurrection,
we worship Him as our Lord and
seek to further His work of
salvation through word and
sacrament ministry in our
community and world toward the
goal of creating and strengthening
personal faith in Him.

The Pastor’s Page
Happy Easter! Well,
almost anyways. We’ve still got a
couple more weeks before we can
break out the alleluias again, but
it’s not that far off. Soon Holy
Week will be here, and the
highest and most holy of our
Church holidays will be upon us.
As we approach Easter
Sunday though, don’t forget
about the other services that will
be happening that week as well.
Palm Sunday (while also being
confirmation Sunday for us) is
the beginning of Holy Week. Just
as the Jews welcomed Jesus into
Jerusalem as a conquering king,
we welcome Him, knowing that
He truly did conquer sin, death,
and hell, later in that week.
What many people may not
recognize, is that the celebration
of Easter truly starts on the
Thursday of Holy Week. The
three services of Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and
Easter Sunday make up what is
called the Triduum. These three
services are in fact one service.
We begin Maundy Thursday with
the invocation, and then you
don’t hear the benediction until
Easter Sunday. Maundy Thursday
flows into Good Friday, which
then flows into Easter Sunday
seamlessly.
We celebrate the Triduum,
because we recognize that
without Good Friday, Easter
would have no meaning. Without
Easter, Good Friday would be the

worst and most tragic day in
history. Without Easter and Good
Friday, there would be nothing to
receive and remember when we
partake of the Lord’s body and
blood. Truly, if these events
didn’t occur, our salvation would
be in question.
Thankfully, God is gracious
and good. Jesus did institute the
Lord’s Supper, where we receive
the forgiveness, life, and
salvation that Jesus won on the
Cross. Jesus did die on that tree
to win those gifts for us. And
Jesus did most certainly rise on
Easter, proving not only that He
was God, but also that our
salvation had indeed been
accomplished.
This is why we celebrate all
three days, the Triduum. Because
this festival is where we celebrate
what Jesus has done. Christmas is
most certainly to be highly
honored and celebrated. But do
remember that the reason we
celebrate Christmas, is because
that’s when our Lord became
incarnate in order to accomplish
what we are going to be
celebrating soon. Without the
Triduum, Christmas wouldn’t
have any salvation in it. But our
Lord didn’t leave us in that sad
estate. So, as we wrap up lent and
get ready for Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday,
prepare yourself to hear again the
events which gave you your
salvation. May God bless you all,
Pastor Chris Craig

LCMS Stewardship Newsletter Article
April 2017
Easter is a moveable feast. Easter isn't on
the same calendar date every year in the way
that Christmas is always celebrated on
December 25. The date for Easter each year
always falls on the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the Spring equinox. And once
you find the date of Easter, everything else
finds its place—Good Friday and Maundy
Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the
Transfiguration, the Ascension of our Lord
and Pentecost.
All this is a long way of saying that
Easter determines everything. Easter
defines everything. It orders not only the
entire church year, but it orders our very
lives. It defines and gives meaning to our
lives, as well to the things that happen in
them. And since Easter defines everything,
that means it changes everything too. It
redefines who we are and where we stand
with God and with one another. Easter
makes all things new.
Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised
from the dead. Without Easter death would
still reign, we would still be in our trespasses
and sins, and our faith and hope would be in
vain. But Jesus is raised from the dead. Easter
changes everything. It makes all things new.
Therefore, darkness is overcome with light,
wrath with peace, fear with hope, angst with
rest, sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin
with righteousness, and death with life. Easter
changes everything, redefines everything,
determines everything. Easter makes all
things new.
Thus, Easter also changes our attitude
about giving. For if God gave us His own Son
into death so that we will live, how will He
not give us everything else we need? He will,
and He does. He provides for us. He even
gives us the gifts that we give back to Him for
service in the church. Easter demonstrates that
we have a God who loves us, a God who

provides for us, a God who presses us into His
service, a God who has made us new in the
death and resurrection of His Son.
For when you give to the church, you pass
along those things that God alone has given to
you. You pass along the message to others
that Easter changes everything and makes all
things new, even as it has done this for you.
This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God
has given you a part in the administration of
His kingdom. He provides for the needy
through your hands. He ensures that the
Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are
given out through the work of your hands and
in the gifts that you give. And He honors and
blesses this work and generosity as it
redounds to those around you.
So when you sit down on the first day of
the week to make your offering to the place
where Easter is proclaimed and where the
gifts of Easter are given out, remember:
Easter changes everything. It makes all things
new. More than that: Easter has changed you
and made you new. Because Jesus who was
crucified for our transgressions is raised for
our justification.
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Baptismal Birthdays in April
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that
you have received, and we pray for many more
blessings for Jesus’ sake!

Elda Chegwidden
Jenae Chegwidden
Zachary Falcon
Robert Gasper
Roger Gier

The BOCL
The BOCL met on Thursday, March 2 at 6:00
p.m. Members present were Lloyd Gier,
Ronda Watson, Trey Watson, Dena Sorensen,
Tara Kubick, Brock Mueller, Ruth Mueller,
and Pastor Craig.
Pastor opened with prayer and devotion.
Minutes were read and approved.
Dena moved to earmark $500 from the BOCL
budget annually for the youth group headed
by Marcy Hulburt, Tara seconded, during
discussion Dena suggested for Marcy to
periodically report how the money is spent.
Motion passed.
Confirmation is set for April 9, there are two
confirmands. Pastor will ask the parents if
they want us to do a reception for them.
Tara moved to just list and not purchase an ad
in Live Lincoln County magazine, Dena
seconded, motion passed.
Life Sunday, which is headed up by Natoma's
Lutherans for Life, could possibly present a
presentation after church. Dena suggested
having a potluck preceding the presentation,
Dena will work with Pastor on contacting
Natoma and setting up a date. Tara put this in
form of a motion, Trey seconded, motion
passed.
Brock moved that we fund $200 to Gabby
Hoard for her mission trip to Haiti, Lloyd
seconded, motion passed.
Next meeting is scheduled for April 5 after
Lenten service. Pastor closed with prayer.
Respectfully submitted
Ruth Mueller

Acolyte Schedule

Caleb Hirsch
Dustin Meyer
Timothy Meyer
Vincent Meyer
Ruth Mueller
Mark Sebesta

April - May

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
April 2
Grace Chegwidden
April 9 * Rylan Gier (Palm Sunday)
April 16 * Marshall Hurlbut (Easter Sunday)
April 23 *
Mekelle Hurlbut
April 30
Jacob Schultz
May7
May 14
May 21
May 28

Kaden Gier
Valden Dohl
Rylan Gier
Jacob Schultz

The Board of Church Life
Is sponsoring an
Easter breakfast
April 16
Beginning at 8:45
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4. Prayer Service at Lincoln Manor 3/19
Annie Dohl
a. She needs two readers
b. Annie will work with Pastor
c. Annie's dance class will perform to
Abide with Me.
5. LWML will serve another evening
Lenten meal on April 4th
Justine Dohl, LWML Secretary

March 7th LWML
Bible Study and Minutes
Coleen called meeting to order. Pastor
gave the Bible Study lesson on the second
word of Lutheran Women Missionary
League.
Coleen took over the meeting to discuss
plans for Corey Hirsch's baby shower, our
Lenten meal for March 15, Bethlehem’s
LWML Spring Rally plans for March 25 and
the Prayer Service at the Lincoln Manor.
1. Shower Colors -- gold, pink, & silver.
Food Cupcakes - Lois W. Emilie W, Euni T, Justine
D Punch
Barb Meitler
Snacks - Coleen Nuts; Shelly, butter
mints;
Lorelei - pickles; Lois cheese spread;
Ramie – crackers
2. Lenten Meal - March 15
Potato Bar
Coleen, baked potatoes; Barb, Lorelei green
onions; Coleen Chili; Cheryl sour cream;
Shirley, cheese; Ramie melted cheese; Justine,
butter; Euni broccoli Emilie bacon
Dessert Lorelei, Annie, Shelly, Loi
3 Spring Rally
Lorelei presented two completed
children's kits full of age appropriate toys and
personal items. Items for following age
groups: 0 to 4 years; 5- 11 years; and 12 - 18
yrs. and for both boys and girls.
Food Volunteers
7 Types of muffins: Lois W (pumpkin);
Barb M (cranberry) Coleen A.
(chocolate chip); Sophia S.(Bran); Ramie
(blueberry crumb); Cheryl G (blueberry
surprise); Shelly K (gluten free cinnamon
banana)
7 Desserts Euni T (lemon dream); Justine
D. (chocolate cream); Shirley K (cherry
cheesecake); Lorelei D (mooncake); Emilie
(gluten free pumpkin); Annie D. (brownies);
Marmie S. (apple dessert).

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

LWML Flower Committee
April

Emilie Wacker Justine Dohl
May
Annie Dohl, Ramie Schulteis
First flowers in the new flower bed
Thank you! Lukas Sebesta

April-May 2017 LWML CHURCH
WATERING SCHEDULE
“...a planting of the Lord for the display of His
splendor." Is. 61:3B

March 27 - April 9 -------Justine Dohl
April 10 - 23 ---------------Marmie Schultz
April 24 - May 7 --------- Cheryl Gier
May 8 - 21 ------------------Shelly Keller
May 22 - June 4 -----------Annie Dohl

4

Gudina Tumsa—In addition to my usual teaching
schedule this month, I had the added privilege of taking
part in a worship conference for the pastors of the
EECMY. Entitled The Treasure of Lutheran Liturgy and
Hymnody the conference discussed the history, structure,
and theology of worship and liturgy, as well as the
history of Ethiopian church music, and hymnody in
general. The conference was attended by about 100
pastors and other church leaders from around the country.
The three conference days were packed with
presentations from 8:30am to 5:30pm. The participants
stayed engaged the whole time and even coffee breaks
and lunch discussion centered on worship. Most of the
discussion and questions focused on the issue of
incorporating cultural aspects of music and movement
into Lutheran worship. Based on feedback, the
conference was a big success For me, the conference was
a real high point for the month, not only because I had the
opportunity to teach and help another group of EECMY
pastors, but also because I had the joy of working with
the other two speakers for the conference, Dr. Tim Quill
from the Fort Wayne seminary and Deaconess Sandra
Rhein of the LCMS Hymnal Projects. Dr. Quill was one
of my professors when I went to seminary and Sandra
has become a good friend of the family through her many
visits to Addis as she works with the EECMY on the
development of their new hymnal. Even though it was a
lot of work, the whole time, I felt like I was hanging out
with friends and the time flew by very quickly. What a
blessing to be able to help our Ethiopian brothers and
sisters in Christ understand how to use worship to point
people to Christ and deliver the Gospel.
Please Pray for: -the many people affected by the dump
landslide -the Mekane Yesus Seminary students as they
have just completed midterms -that the Lord will meet
the need to train 10,000 new pastors for MYS -Eric and
Dr. Rabe teaching, advising Masters students and grading
-travel to Kenya for retreat -peace in Ethiopia as the State
of Emergency is continuing for 4 more months -Rev.
Trump & McMiller’s visit here and meetings Give
thanks for: -passing our language test and starting a new
level -well-attended worship conference and safe travels freedom to proclaim the Gospel & biblical teachings
Praise God for: -all who uphold the Lord’s work here
with prayer and support -the leaders of the EECMY and
LCMS who work together to the glory of God -our
friend’s continued safety here at MYS -good health last
month In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael,
Naomi & Luke

LWML
Lincoln Zone
Spring Rally
March 25, 2017
(Pictures By
Emilie Wacker)
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Coming Events at Bethlehem
Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org

Coming Events
April 5
April 9
April 13
April 14
April 16
April 18
April 30

Last Wednesday Lenten Worship service
Light supper at 6 p.m. Worship service at 7p.m.
Psalm Sunday with Confirmation and Communion 10 am
Dinner to follow for Rachel Sebesta and Grace Chegwidden
Maundy Thursday Worship service with Holy Communion
Good Friday Worship service with Holy Communion
Easter Breakfast 8:45 a.m.
10 a.m. Worship service with Holy Communion
Church Council Meeting
Quarterly Voters Meeting Following Worship Service

Our Weekly Worship schedule:
9:00 a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school)
9:00 a.m. – Adult Bible study (Parish hall)
10 a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays and some festivals)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
308 N Indiana Ave
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835

Apply
postage
here
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