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Our Mission Statement 

 

As members of Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church who have been 

granted eternal life through Jesus 

Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we worship Him as our Lord and 

seek to further His work of 

salvation through word and 

sacrament ministry in our 

community and world toward the 

goal of creating and strengthening 

personal faith in Him. 

The Pastor’s Page 

 

By Pastor E.F. Peter (50 Years) 

April 1966 Bethlehem Record 

 

Christianity bases its hope and 

faith on one single fact, the 

greatest miracle of the ages, 

Christ’s resurrection. If it is true 

that Christ arose, then all other 

facts of Scripture are true. If 

Christ is not risen, then the other 

facts matter very little. The fact 

that Christ rose is unique and 

distinctive of Christianity. Our 

Christian religion stands only if 

Christ rose from the dead. This 

is Paul’s argument when he tells 

us: “ If Christ be not risen, then 

is our preaching vain, and your 

faith is also vain.”  If Christ is 

not risen, then we have no 

Gospel. Then Paul was, and all 

those who preach this Gospel 

today are, false witnesses, 

telling lies. But do you think 

that Paul would have fought the 

lions at Ephesus if he had not 

believed that Christ had risen 

from the grave and  that 

therefore his own resurrection to 

life everlasting was assured? If 

Christ had not risen, then 

certainly he would have been a 

fool to endure so may hardships 

and persecutions and even to 

suffer a martyr’s death.  If 

Christ is not risen, our faith is 

vain and glorious faith which 

assures us of the forgiveness of 

all our sins. Sin is real, and sin 

spells disaster. Sin sends us into 

the depths of hell. If Christ is 

not risen, then this sin problem 

is still ours; for then our sins are 

unforgiven and we are eternally 

lost. Truly, The outlook would 

be dismal and dark and gloomy. 

However, Paul makes the 

triumphant assertion: “But now 

is Christ risen from the dead.” 

That fills him with joy and gives 

him the blessed assurance that 

his sin is forgiven and that he 

shall live eternally. Surely every 

Christian believing this Gospel 

should on Easter Sunday be at 

church to worship and adore this 

risen, living Christ Jesus. 

“HE IS RISEN !” 
What an electrifying, life-

injecting statement that short 

sentence must have been for the 

downhearted disciples! To them 

it held out hope that they might 

yet see the establishment of 

God’s kingdom in their midst. 

The statement vindicated and 

strengthened their wavering 

faith in Jesus as the Messiah of 

the kingdom. This same 

message that Jesus is risen has 

been restoring life and faith to 

God’s people ever since the 

angel proclaimed it to the 

women on the first Easter 

morning .And no wonder, for 

our Lord’s resurrection means 

He has conquered death and the 

devil for us once and for all. 

Such Momentous news has 

always moved Christians to sing 
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 “Allelujah”---“Praise Jehovah”--- especially on the

Anniversary of the resurrection. We too will be 

praising the Lord and rejoicing together on Easter 

morning. I hope you will be with us to add your 

voice of thanksgiving to God for His gift of life 

through the risen Christ. The disciples looked for the 

establishment of God’s kingdom. They weren’t 

disappointed    once they knew what they were 

looking for. His kingdom comes every time the 

Spirit of God leads us to a living faith in His Word 

of promise. That Word is: “He is Risen!” for us. 

Shall we sing our allelujahs together this Easter 

morning.+ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Official Acts from April 1966  

Bethlehem Record (50 Years Ago) 

Church attendance April 1, 326        

Average                                  331 

Total Morning service       4,869 

Lenten Service                   1,687 
 

Confirmed April 3, 1966 

Emilie Kay Gier, Russell Lee Frederking,  

Jimmy J Zsusics, Wayne Dee Trapp, Billy Reinert, 

Ann Jeannine Jordon, Janet Arlene Buttenhoff,  

Ronald Strecker, Louis Ray Blase, Brenda Sue Brozek, 

Arlin Keith Rahmeier, Brian Klusener, Chris Meyer. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Stewardship Newsletter April 2016 
 

The greatest surprise about Easter is not that Jesus is 

alive, risen from the dead, out of the grave, that He 

conquered death and hell, and comes to meet you as 

He promised. The greatest surprise  is that He did all 

that and is not angry. There is no fear for us in His 

return because He is not angry. He bears no grudge. 

He seeks no vengeance. He comes to give peace, 

with mercy and forgiveness and salvation.    Jesus 

lives and is not angry. Imagine that. He is not angry. 

He doesn’t blame those who killed Him. He doesn’t 

blame you. For no one takes His life from Him. He 

lays it down of His own accord. He gives Himself 

into death to win us back from sin, death, and hell. 

He does it willingly without coercion. He does it 

sacrificially, Him for us. He gave what was His to 

give. Thus His petition to the Father from the cross, 

“Forgive them” is granted to you in His resurrection. 

He comes alive out of death to forgive and to give 

His life to you.    There is nothing to be afraid of 

because Jesus is raised from the dead and is not 

angry. Thus we are free—free from worrying about 

how to make it up to Him, and free to give as He has 

given to us. He gave Himself as a gift, His life in 

exchange for our death, willingly and sacrificially. 

And so it is that we are now free to give in like 

manner: willingly, sacrificially, with what we have 

been given   We give to the church because it is in 

the church where our eyes have seen and our ears 

have heard that Jesus lives and is not angry. It is 

here where we learn of God’s mercy and forgiveness 

in Christ. It is here where we continually receive 

that message of life, where He visits us to give 

peace, with mercy and forgiveness and salvation.    

So do not be afraid. Jesus lives, and He is not angry. 

The sacrifice has been made. The debt is canceled 

and forgotten. Righteousness is declared. Jesus 

lives. He lives, and He is not angry. You are 

restored. You are reconciled to the Father in the 

Son. Your future is assured: Jesus lives. It is not just 

death and Hell, the devil and his demons, that are 

undone. Your sins, your fear are undone. They are 

gone, forgotten, destroyed. Jesus lives. Hallelujah! 

Jesus lives. And because He lives, you are just. You 

are right with God, pleasing and delightful to Him. 

You are forgiven, clean, pure, holy, and filled with 

His good works and with His Name. He is not 

angry. He is glad to have you. He wants you. He 

loves you. He gave everything that is His to and for 

you, willingly and sacrificially. In faith and trust in 

Him, let us do likewise. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BOCL Minutes 
   The BOCL met on Tuesday, March 8 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members present were Lloyd Gier, Ronda Watson, 

Trey Watson, Tyler Gier, Ruth Mueller and Brock 

Mueller. We opened with a prayer. Minutes were 

read and approved. Details for the Easter breakfast 

were established. Workers for the blood drive are in 

place.The guest gift bags are getting low, Trey 

volunteered to get some more bags. On the lines of 

greeting, Tyler provided us with a handbook for 

greeters and ushers for us to look over.The title of 

the book is Welcome to our church. Also Trey W 

suggested an introductory to Lutheranism booklet. 

      The service that Bethlehem's LWML provided 

for chapel at Lincoln Park Manor were very much 
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appreciated as well as Willis Becker's cd ministry is. 

Brock  will contact activity director Lorelie D about 

other concerns.  

     Lloyd G moved that we put an ad for our church 

in Live Lincoln County for $295 for the upcoming 

year, Ruth seconded, discussion, the funds will 

come out of the endowment fund. Motion passed. 

The evangelism committee suggested different ways 

to involve our youth in church. This was tabled to a 

future date. An inquiry was made about perhaps 

video taping the call placement of the candidates 

online. Tyler will pursue this more. 

     VBS material has been ordered. In the April 

meeting details will be worked out. 

 Guest greeter for April will be Barb Meitler. The 

next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 7 at 

7:00 p.m.  We closed with the Lord                           

          Respectfully submitted   Ruth Mueller 

 

 
 

LWML Flower Committee 
                                        April 

               Emilie Wacker Justine Dohl 
                                        May 
                  Annie Dohl, Ramie Schulteis 
 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Baptismal Birthdays in April  
God’s blessings to you for all His gifts of grace that you 

have received, and we pray for many more blessings for 

Jesus’ sake!  

 

 

 

 

Elda Chegwidden 
Jenae Chegwidden 

Zachary Falcon 
Robert Gasper 

Roger Gier 

Caleb Hirsch 
Dustin Meyer  

Timothy Meyer 
Vincent Meyer 
Ruth Mueller 
Mark Sebesta 

 
 

 

Acolyte Schedule    April - May 
 

April 3 Mekelle Hurlbut 

April 7* Grace Chegwidden 

17 Rachel; Sebesta 

24* Marshall Hurlbut 
 

May 1 Grace Chegwidden 

8* Rachel Sebesta 

15 Marshall Hurlbut 

* Communion service             22*             Mekelle Hurlbut 

29 Grace Chegwidden 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

2016 LWML Kansas District Convention Ingathering 
 

The following organizations have been selected to 

be the recipients of the Convention Ingathering.  If 

you would like to donate any of the following items, 

please place them in the box just inside the door in 

the Parish Hall by Sunday, April 10.  The items will 

be taken to the convention in Manhattan by ladies of 

Bethlehem who are attending.  Thanks in advance 

for your donations.    
 

The Crisis Center 

 The Center serves victims of domestic abuse and 

sexual assault in Clay, Geary, Marshall,        

Pottawatomie, and Riley counties.   Women’s and 

children’s socks and underwear (NEW) Disposable 

diapers and wipes Sanitary napkins and tampons 

Toilet paper and facial tissue Laundry detergent and 

cleaning supplies $5 and $10 Walmart gift cards  
 

Manhattan Emergency Shelter, Inc. 

 They provide emergency shelter, transitional living, 

and homelessness prevention services. Men’s and 

children’s underwear (NEW) Common over-the-

counter medications Toilet paper and paper towels 

Cleaning supplies Towels, blankets and pillows $5 

and $10 Walmart gift cards  
 

MOST Ministries Eyeglasses 

 They provide recycled eyeglasses to people living 

in developing nations around the world and are 

distributed through short-term missionary teams. 

Gently used eye glasses Adult-sized Prescription 

Glasses Child-sized Prescription Glasses Reading 

Glasses Non-Prescription Sunglasses 
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Greetings!  
     God has really been working in my life and He 

has been revealing his will to me more and more. I 

am writing you this letter to share with you a 

challenging opportunity that he has shown to me.  

     This summer, God has given me, as well as a 

number of other students from Encounter (the 

college and Career Age Ministry at the Church in 

Hays I’ve been attending while in college), the 

opportunity to go on a mission trip to Haiti. For 

seven days, beginning the 21st of May 2016, we 

will be partnering with Here Am I Ministries to 

share the love of Jesus with children in an 

orphanage.   

     Since 2004, Here Am I ministries has been 

providing food, shelter, clothing, education, and 

medical needs to children living on the streets in 

Haiti.  These children are so hungry for someone 

to care, to show them love and compassion and 

that there is a hope for a better future.  We plan to 

open our hearts to show them Jesus’ unconditional 

love, compassion and the one true Hope!  

     While God has opened up a door for me to 

develop a greater heart of compassion for his 

people everywhere, the exciting part is that you 

will be able to share in this compassion in several 

ways. First, you can help pray for me and my 

fellow missionaries. We will need prayers that 

God will prepare us for our visit and bless our 

efforts as we minister to the children in Haiti. We 

will also need prayers that our financial needs will 

be met.  

     At this time, we need to raise $1,200.00 each 

before April 27, 2016 to attend this trip and that is 

quite a challenge! Would you pray about helping 

me with a small donation? If so, you can send a 

check payable to ‘Celebration Community Church 

with my name, Gabrelle Hoard & ENCOUNTER 

on the memo line to 5790 230th Ave. Hays KS 

67601, or just a personal check or any 

contribution. Any amount that you can give will 

be greatly appreciated and is tax deductible. 

Whether you feel led to contribute financially or 

commit to prayer (or both), I truly appreciate your 

support & am excited to hear from you.  

     I can hardly wait to be doing God’s work in 

Haiti and I will give you a full report when I come 

back! You support is a key part of enabling me to 

serve, and together, we can see lives changed. If 

you have a questions, please call me directly at 

(785)-392-0711. Thank you for your consideration   

God Bless You,      Gabrelle Hoard  

P.S. for more information about Here I Am 

Ministries, please visit http://hereamiministries.com/ 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 From    In Memory of 
 

Brock &Ruth Mueller    Parents & Grandparents 
 

Emilie Wacker          Sidney Wacker  

  Robt & Leonette Gier  
 

Dell & Cheryl Gier  Delmer Gier 
 

Barb & Keith Meitler Henry & Ella Wenthe 

    Carl & Lillie Meitler 
 

Les & Lois Walter  Parents 
 

Ray & Shelly Keller Harold & Mary Keller 
 

Marmie Schultz  Sidney Wacker 

    Robt & Leonette Gier 
 

Thelma Blase  Ray Blase, Sisters 

Richard Blase 
 

Kenny Small Fam.  William Small 

 Carl Small 
 

Kenny & Shirley Small Parents Grandparents 

     & Good Friends 
 

Roger & Shanna Gier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://hereamiministries.com/
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Provided by  

Shelly Keller 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Easter Sunday 2016   He Is Risen Indeed Alleluia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday   03-23-2016          Easter   03-27-2016          Good Friday 03-25-26



 

 

Coming Events at Bethlehem 

Also available online at www.BethlehemSylvanGrove.org 

April 6--LWML  

April 7--Elders meeting  

April 7--BOCL Meeting 

April 7--Church Council Meeting 

April 11-- Choir 

April 15-17 LWML Kansas District Convention in Manhattan 

April 17 Quarterly Voter meeting following worship Service  

Our Weekly Worship schedule: 

10:00a.m. – Sunday School and BLTeens Bible study (school) 

11a.m. – Worship Service (Holy Communion on 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays and some festivals) 

No Adult Bible study until further notice 

 
 

 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
308 N Indiana Ave 
Sylvan Grove, KS 67481-8835 

  

Apply 

postage 

here 

   

 «AddressBlock»  


