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So, when does humor begin and what is its nature?  Age four? Age two?  Some 
psychologists believe humor to be a function of language and the process involving 
abstract thought.   I  disagree.  I  bel ieve it  appears within the f irst two months of l i fe.   A 
parent holds their infant,  each makes eye contact,  and both minds become conscious of 
one another at the same moment.   Each face communicates the delight of the surprise.   
Smil ing reciprocally is the f irst interactive recognition of the consciousness of another 
person.  Delight…greeting.  Both parent and infant celebrate creation.  Parents and infant 
spend long periods of t ime looking into one another’s eyes, smil ing and laughing.  The 
laughter can be very robust.   Then facial  expressions are experimented with to el icit  more 
laughter.   The Preacher or the CEO may become absolute fools trying to get the baby or 
grandchild to laugh with them.  Humor starts young.  Joy, laughter,  del ight are revealed 
during infancy.  
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Michael’s Mind      
  

I  can st i l l  remember a class I  took in developmental psychology as an 
undergraduate.   One of the questions that generated a lot of discussion 
went something l ike this:   “How old were you when you had your first  
humor experience?”  I  recalled this classroom discussion recently  
when engaged with a colleague regarding the mine-fields that have 
been exposed in the arena of communication and humor in our  hyper-
sensit ive  society . Even professional comics have been hobbled as the 
debates rage and the offended do too.  
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How do you get an infant to laugh?  Tell  a joke?  Hardly!   “A travell ing salesman pulls into a 
farming town…” The kid is reaching for your glasses and blowing bubbles.  Nothing off  color,  
not a forbidden subject,  not yet.   To start a child into the world of joy you make eye contact 
and you play with your face.  Sometimes you hide your face and expose it  with a clown l ike 
grin and “Bingo” you get the gleeful laughter response.  As a parent these moments are the 
high points of the parenting experience.  It  is mostly downhil l  after that.   Using a smile on 
the human face stimulates joy throughout l i fe.   Even into senil i ty.   The f irst smiles bring 
growth development and it  is among the last to disappear in senescence.   Here is my idea: 
Prayerful ly,  joyful ly,  start playing with your smil ing face.  You can start with a mirror,  then a 
child,  and please, bring it  to church. 
 

 
 

 
What a wonderful time of the year!  Once again, it is time to “give honor where honor is 

due” here at Central Christian Church by honoring all Mothers who attend our services on 
Mother’s Day.  

We are of the belief that Mothers should be honored on a daily basis, and not just one day 
out of an entire year. Yet it is always such a joy to simply take time during our services to 
recognize and appreciate those who give so much, and in so many ways 
          When the Apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy, he used wonderful words that serve as a 
reminder of the value of Godly legacies being shared from generation to generation in the 
context of a family.  2 Timothy 1:5 (NIV) “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first 
lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also.” 

I believe that this same truth found in scripture is also applicable to the transfer of legacy 
and Godly values passed down through generations within the local church, and more 
specifically, our local church.  A legacy not only transfers to your own children but to all the 
children who have witnessed through the years your love and dedication to God and to them. 

       As we gather together to honor all our wonderful women, we must pause and thank 
God for His favor and blessings which have provided us with the opportunity to have them in 
our presence.  You have served and continue to serve as examples and inspiration to those of 
us who are coming behind you. 

Our lives are richer as a result of knowing you.  Our families are stronger as a result of 
your sharing of the love of God.  We do not take you for granted.  We seek to hold you in high 
esteem as we also hold Christ in the highest of honor and value. 

I think the last 2 verses of Proverbs 31 are very fitting to describe you all: Proverbs 31:30-
31 (NIV)  “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be 
praised.   Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

Associate Minister’s Corner: A Mother’s Day Celebration!    
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Rev. Katherine B. Wright 

The Church is so much more than what’s in the four walls of our sanctuary and the 
square feet of our property on the counter of Camden and Main. Don’t get me wrong, I 
love having that home base where we know we can come together, worship, see one 
another and be in worship together. I love that Central Christian Church knows where 
they are called to be. 
 
However, the Church is in so many different places. The Church is providing housing with 
Inman Christian Center and DOMI. The Church provides care to refugee asylum seekers 
with Southwest Good Samarian Ministries. The Church provides scholarships for students 
getting a life-changing education. Those are the only few places that have been 
mentioned in the church office this morning as I am writing this article.   
 
On May 5th, the Youth will be facilitating our Sunday morning worship focusing on John 
21:1-19 where the risen Jesus appears to the disciples for the third time. In the very end 
of that scripture, Jesus asked Peter for a third time, “Do you love me?” He replied, “Lord, 
you know everything; you know I love you.” Jesus replied to him, “Feed my sheep.”  
 
May we find ways to continue to serve God’s people all over the world. May we find 
creative ways to be the ones who provide food, shelter, necessities of life, etc. to all 
God’s people. May we support the places where we know we are doing God’s work. 
 

 

 

 

“A Loving Testimony” 
“Leona Pappas and her Son Chris, saying good-bye to each other 

as she gets ready to go to a Nursing Home.” (Picture worth a thousand 
words)  

 

Thank you for blessing our lives with yours! 

 

Rev. Nelson Torres 
 



 

 4 

	

Sunday 
 
“God does 
nothing except 
in response to 
believing 
prayer.” 
-John Wesley 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

 
 

Wednesday 
1   Pray that 
we dedicate 
ourselves to 
being more 
Christ-like & 
obedient to 
God’s will 

Thursday 
2 Pray for all 
children, 
our future 
leaders, 
that they 
know & love 
God in all 
things 
  

Friday 
3    Thank 
God for 
good 
friends who 
support you 
as you be a 
true friend 
to them 

Saturday 
4 Thank 
God for 
being at our 
side 
through all 
our trials, 
giving us His 
strength 

5   Pray that we 
know the 
presence of 
God in breaking 
bread with 
those we love 

6   Ask God for 
more 
patience/ 
understanding 
and to be less 
demanding & 
critical of 
others 

7    Prayer 
Gathering 
Thank God 
for those 
recovering 
from surgery 
as they heal 

8   Pray that 
our daily 
work is 
meaningful 
to God and 
is the best 
we can offer 

9 Pray that 
we always 
remember 
that with 
God’s help, 
we can do 
anything  

10 Ask God 
to burn 
away the 
fog in our 
eyes so we 
may see 
each other 
clearly 

11 
Pray that 
we strive to 
speak only 
words of 
praise & 
comfort 

12 Mother’s Day 
Thank God for 
all our mothers 
everywhere & 
show them your 
love 

13 Pray that we 
open our 
hands 
generously to 
those in need 
so they may 
feel His comfort 

14   Pray for 
those in 
assisted 
living that 
they thrive 
and make 
new friends 

15   Ask God 
to give you 
the desire to 
pray to Him 
more so you 
may grow in 
faith and love 

16   Pray for 
those who 
have 
recently lost 
loved ones 
that they 
find solace 

17   Thank 
God He is 
faithful to us 
in all things, 
so our 
restlessness 
can end 

18    
Pray for our 
neighbors 
as we aim 
to be a true 
neighbor to 
them 

19   Pray that 
our church 
reaches out to 
the community 
bringing more 
friends to Christ 

20    Thank 
God for those 
who have 
helped us 
along life’s 
journey and 
strive to do the 
same for 
others 

21    Pray 
that 
countries 
around the 
world work 
for peace & 
harmony 

22   Pray for 
those who 
suffer from ill 
effects of 
aging, that 
they find 
comfort/ 
peace 

23   Pray for 
all high 
school 
graduates 
that they 
continue on 
a good 
path 

24 Pray for 
all 
caregivers 
that they 
remain 
steadfast in 
their noble 
work  
 
 

25   Ask 
God to help 
us listen 
with 
devotion to 
His will for 
our lives 

26    Pray for & 
thank our 
faithful who call 
on our 
homebound, 
that they be of 
good cheer 

27 Memorial 
Day Pray for 
all departed 
servicemen & 
women & 
thank all for 
their sacrifice 

28 
Pray for your 
fellow 
workers and 
offer them 
cheer and 
friendship 

29   Pray for 
all children 
that they 
grow in faith 
& love of 
their fellow 
man 

30 Pray that 
we give our 
burdens to 
God & thank 
Him for 
giving us 
rest & peace 

31   Pray for 
new retirees 
that they 
continue to 
fill their lives 
meaningfully 

 

  I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore, I have continued 
my faithfulness to you.       Jeremiah 31:3 
 

CCC May 2019 PRAYER CALENDAR 
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

Mother’s Day Offering 
 
 

On Mother’s Day, May 19th we will be 
collecting a special Visionary Women 
Offering for Juliette  Fowler Communities, 
who has served the most vulnerable for over 
125 years. From their beginning as a home 
for children to their present-day ministry for 
memory care, assisted living, and 
transitional programs for young women 
leaving foster care and stepping into 
adulthood, Fowler serves with dignity and 
grace. Our regional minister, Dr.  Rev. Andy 
Mangum invites us to give to Fowler’s One 
Heart Fund to provide for Fowler’s residents 
with greatest needs to obtain basic needs of 
food, shelter,  and care and spiritual and life  
enrichment programs. Offering envelops will 
be available on Mother’s Day or you may 
give with the destination of Fowler.  Thank 

Scholarship Information 
 
 
The Endowment Fund accepts applications from individuals who plan to enter college or who are 
already attending college for the purpose of earning a degree. Preference is given to members of 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who plan to enter the ministry or a church-related 
vocation; however, all who are interested may apply. The number of scholarships awarded each year 
depends upon funds available. Deadline for applications is May 31, 2019-they can be mailed to the 
church office or emailed to Scholarship Chairperson Karen Bessette at kbessette@satx.rr.com.   
For more information and to receive a copy of the application, contact Yazmin at secretary@cccsa.org 
or visit our website at cccsa.org. They are available there.  
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The Central Christian Child Development Center wants to say many thanks for the pots and pans. It 
won’t be long before they will be turned into musical instruments and compete with the birds on the 
Central Christian Church playground.  
This month contributions are: Sandpaper, Textured fabric scraps, Old neck ties and Birdseeds.  
Thank you again. VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
 
 

 
Giving is Caring 

This month we will be 
collecting pasta & sauce for 
Inman Center Food Pantry.  
 

 

 

 
Western Hills Christian Church 

 
 
Our friends at Western Hills Christian Church 
are starting a group of Widows and Widowers 
to gather once a month on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month. If you are interested in joining their 
new group journeying though grief together, 
you may contact Rev. Brent Pomeroy 
at pastor@whccsa.org. 
 

 
 
 

Sincerely,  
                       June Airheart  
                       Childcare Director 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

    
 

 
 

National 
Day of 
Prayer 

  
BBA Assembly 
(All Day)  
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Youth Sunday  
 
10:50 am 
Worship 
5:00 pm Youth  
 
 

  
9:30 am CWF 
Group 1 
10:30 am 
CWF Group 
2-3  
6:00 pm  
Prayer 
Gathering 
 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
 
 

 
 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 
Mother’s Day  
 
10:50 am 
Worship 
 
 
 
 

 
 
11:30  
Alamo Cluster   

 
 
9:00 am 
Benevolent 
Sewing  
6:30 BOS 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

19 20                  21            22 23 24 25 

10:50 am 
Worship 
 
 

  
11:00 am 
CWF 
11:45 am 
Lunch  

6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
 

  
Family Camp  

 
Family Camp  
 
9:00 am CMF  

                   26 
10:50 am 
Worship 
 

27 
 
 

Memorial Day 
Church Office 

Closed 

28 
 

 

                  29 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

                 30 
 
 

                    31                      

Every Wednesday we have Military Ministry from 6:30- 7:30 pm 
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________________________ 
 
office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
	
What	are	you	waiting	for?		
Follow	us	on	Social	Media	Today.		
Stay	Connected.	
	
@CCCSanAntonio	
 

  

!
Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Our Ministers: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Nelson Torres, Associate Minister 
nelsontorres@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Katherine B. Wright  
Minister of Family Life & Community 
katherinewright@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

June Airheart, Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
Juneairheart@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
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