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The biggest issue with Ruger is his imitation of Harry Houdini.  Harry was a world famous escape artist of 
a generation mostly past.  We have not been able to keep Ruger within the safe boundaries of our 
fenced in yard.  Every obstacle we can muster has been thwarted by his desire to run free for a spell 
just about every day!  Over, under, around and through the fence he has gone.  He returns home for 
food and affection but his venturing into the shrinking ranch land next-door frustrates and worries me. 
 
Last year he nearly lost his life.  He was bitten three times by a very large rattlesnake, injected with 
deadly venom…but as soon as he was mended and able, it was over the fence again!  I have met 
several people during my ministry who are like my dog Ruger.  Determined to slip out the gate…quick 
to wander across dangerous terrain in search of adventure and often forgetting the love and care and 
safety of home.  How many times must one be rescued, saved?  The words from the Gospel hymn: 
“Prone to wander, how I feel it, prone to leave the God I love” is echoed in many a struggling life.   
 
I hope Ruger can survive his wayward youthful life and come to realize that the safety and love already 
available to him is more than enough.  I hope we all can come to realize that the love and care 
offered by God and reflected in the life of faithful living is more than enough to carry us into abundant 
and everlasting life. 
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Michael’s Mind      
 

One of my hunting dogs is a German Short-Hair Pointer named, “Ruger”.  He is 
liver colored with white-patched forelegs and a solid liver head.  Altogether, he 
is a handsome bird dog.  He was not difficult to train in basic hunting skills of 
pointing quail, honoring another dog’s point or retrieving.  I elected not to have 
his tail “bobbed” which is standard for his breed.  He is a very affectionate dog, 
and loves any attention, rub, caress or playful vocal expressions given in his 
direction.  He has a bad habit of wanting to place his muddy front paws on 
clean clothing.  He is part of our family.  We love Ruger.  But this is not to say he 
is without problems. 
	

WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 

connecting with each other 
and the community, and serving others. 
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Grace and peace to you as we embark on a journey of reflection, meditation, worship, and service over 
the course of the next several weeks.	

The Lenten season differs in many ways from the Advent season: we don’t have a hanging of the greens, 
we don’t sing carols, and instead of anticipating the birth of the Christ child, we prepare ourselves for 
His death and resurrection.   Now, I admit that putting it that way, this all sounds rather gloomy in 
contrast— but we can rejoice because we know He has risen, He has risen indeed! 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.”—Romans 12:1-2 

Paul writes to the Romans that we believers are called to study, worship, and renew our minds and in so 
doing, we may know the perfect will of God.  Just as we marvel over the circumstances of Christ’s 
entrance into our world during Advent, we can also find ourselves amazed at the ability, creativity, and 
love of God.  During Lent, we ponder how Jesus left this world only to rise from the grave to sit at God’s 
holy, heavenly hand. 

After spending forty days being tempted by Satan in the wilderness, Jesus stayed busy.  During His last 
week on earth: he cleared the temple, cursed the fig tree, teaches the Sermon on the Mount—and that’s 
just the first two days.  In fact, the majority of the Gospels focus on this latter part of Christ’s life.  This 
Lenten season, won’t you and your family join us in learning more about our Savior—His last earthly 
days and the glory of the days to come? 

I would like to encourage you to consider ways that you can lead your family and be a godly example to 
them during this particular Lenten season.  This time of year provides believers with ample opportunities 
for spiritual growth.  Whether you choose to participate in the number of events we have planned right 
here at Central Christian Church, such as Ash Wednesday service in the Park, Rev. Katherine Wright’s 
class on the book “Everything Happens for a Reason by Kate Bowler, the Baptism classes and/or 
Tenebrae service; or if you decide to incorporate a family Bible study at home, use these next few weeks 
as a time of personal reflection on the days leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection, and 
encourage your family to do so as well. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Nelson Torres 

 

 

Associate Minister’s Corner: A Season for Learning      
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Rev. Katherine B. Wright 

When I was a kid, I wasn’t very good at keeping my room clean. In fact, I bet my 
parents could rightfully claim that it was only clean a handful of times. I remember 
one of the sights I dreaded the most was seeing my dad come into my room with a 
big black trash bag ready to throw things away. I had a habit of keeping things, you 
know stuff. Kids meals toys, barbies, stuffed animals, all of the stuff. Most likely, if 
something was to enter my room, it probably was going to be lost forever. For those 
of y’all who’ve seen my desk recently, you might think that nothing has changed.  
  

The past couple of months my parents have been preparing to move out of the house where I 
called home for a decade. Through all of that, they did not want to move all of my things. So, 
they brought me a trailer load to San Antonio (yeah, it was that much—but it included some 
furniture!) of what else was left of mine at their house.  This was the last of the stuff. I found myself 
reading poems I wrote in the 4th grade, old Chi Rho camp pictures, and honestly, some trash I 
don’t know why I kept. I found myself filling up a black trash bag and that reminded me too 
much of what my dad used to do. 
 
This past week I studied with the youth where Jesus initiates a call to evaluate what we value the 
most. Not surprisingly, the youth had stuff that they valued but it was all special to them based on 
sentimental reasons, not material goods. Matthew 19:21 (CEB) states “Jesus said, ‘If you want to 
be complete, go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor. Then you will have 
treasure in heaven. And come follow me.’” I keep thinking about this lesson, making sure that I 
too follow what I try and teach to the youth. Do I really need some of these things? What good 
am I doing by owning this? The things I own really aren’t sellable so am I in the clear for what 
Jesus is asking of us?  
 
As we enter into a time preparing for Easter we spend over 40 days in Lent. This is a time for 
sacrifice and a time of remembrance. May we think about, pray about, and discern, the things 
in our lives. May we treasure those memories of our things, but also evaluate what we really 
need and God’s people really need. Let us not causes harm or hurt in what surrounds us. May 
we do good in what we own and evaluate what Jesus is really calling us to do in our lives and 
that every aspect follows such.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Rev. Katherine Wright is offering our yearly Discipleship Class to children and youth who are interested in 
learning more about Discipleship, Church Membership, and Baptism. It will begin March 17th and will be 
every Sunday afternoon at 4:00 until Easter. For those who feel called and ready, they may be baptized on 
Easter morning. For more information, email Rev. Wright at katherinewright@cccsa.org. 
 
 



 

 4 

	
CCC MARCH 2019 PRAYER CALENDAR 

 

 
	
	
	

   Sunday 
 
“The true 
church lives 
and moves 
and has its 
being in 
prayer.” 

   Monday  
 
-Leonard 
Ravenhill 

   Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday    Friday 
1 Pray to 
God and 
thank Him 
for loving us 
in spite of 
our faults 

 Saturday 
2 Pray for all 
first responders 
that they 
remain strong 
and true to 
their calling 

3   Ask God to 
help our 
minds forget 
the bad and 
remember 
the goodness 
in others 

4   Pray for 
all teachers 
as they lead 
their 
students on 
the path of 
learning 

5   Prayer 
 Gathering 
Pray that we 
never lose 
our faith in 
God & His 
love for us 

6   Ash Wed 
 Ask God to 
help us 
serve our 
fellow man 
with love in 
all things 

7 Pray for 
our dear 
departed 
friends & 
be thankful 
they were 
in our lives 

8 Ask God 
to help us 
let go of our 
resentments 
& focus on 
His promise 
of love  

9   Pray for 
those who 
suffer from 
obesity that 
they find 
healthy 
answers 

10     Lent 
Ask God to 
walk with us 
daily as we 
strive to be 
worthy of Him 
 

11   Pray for 
those who 
are looking 
for work that 
they find 
employment 
soon 

12   Pray that 
our church 
grows in love 
& fellowship 
with all its 
members & 
new friends 

13   Pray for 
our dear 
friends who 
suffer from 
dementia 
that they 
find peace 

14   Pray for 
comfort & 
healing to 
those with 
severe 
medical 
conditions 

15   Pray for 
those 
suffering 
from 
Parkinsons’, 
that they be 
comforted 

16   Ask God to 
help us give to 
others & 
thereby repay 
to Him some of 
what He has 
given to us 

17 Thank God 
that He gave 
us music with 
which to 
worship and 
glorify Him 

18   Thank 
God for 
kindnesses 
from 
unknown 
friends 

19    Pray for 
our members 
who are 
suffering 
from ill 
effects of 
aging 

20   Ask 
God to send 
His loving 
care & 
comfort to 
those who 
live in fear 

21   Pray for 
those who 
help others 
& thank 
them for 
their efforts  

22 Pray that 
we let go of 
past hurts 
as we strive 
for new 
bonds 

23    Ask God 
to send His 
peace to those 
around the 
world who 
suffer from 
tyranny & want 

24 Pray & ask 
God to help 
us keep 
kindness in 
our hearts 
and minds  

25 Thank 
God for our 
families who 
always 
support us in 
all things 

26   Pray for 
those who 
have been 
displaced 
from their 
homes 

27    Pray 
that our little 
ones grow 
in faith & 
trust in God 

28   Thank 
God 
always for 
your 
children & 
love them 
even more 

29   Pray for 
those in 
financial 
trouble to 
find good 
resolutions 

30   Ask God 
for motivation 
to help those in 
need thru 
volunteering 
your energies 

 31   Pray our 
church can 
send its 
message of 
God’s love to 
all neighbors 
 

 
 

  Pray 
without 
ceasing.  In 
everything 
give 
thanks; for 
this is  

the will of 
God in 
Christ Jesus 
concerning 
you.   

1st 
Thessalonians 
5:17-18 
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Gratitude Time            

On March 5, 2019 at 7:15pm or March 6, 2019 afternoon 
 
 
 

Please come join us for prayer on Tuesday 3/5/19 and 
we will be going to see the Bexar County K-9 unit. We 
are confirming the details. Please contact the church for 
details on the visit, time and place. 
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Carillon Recital 
 
 

 
 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, from Grand Rapids, MI, will play a carillon recital after church on March 10th.  You are 
invited to take your coffee outside to hear the music from the church’s 48-bell carillon. 
 
A noted concert pianist, Julianne Vanden Wyngaard joined the music faculty at Grand Valley State University, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1967.  In addition to both piano studio and classroom teaching at GVSU, her work 
included management of the Arts at Noon concert series and chairmanship of the music department from 1984-
1996.  Her undergraduate work in piano was completed at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York 
and at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.   
 
Julianne, having studied the carillon at the Netherlands Carillon School from 1996-2000, holds a Bachelor’s 
degree from that school in Amersfoort.  After qualifying as a carillonneur member of The Guild of Carillonneurs in 
North America, she served that organization as a member of the examination committee for several years and is 
now in her second year as President. 
 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

We are collecting individually wrapped 
egg-sized candy and eggs for our Easter 
egg hunt! The kids will really appreciate 
you helping them celebrate Easter! A 
collection basket will be outside the 
office.  
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A frequent visitor to San Antonio, Julianne always enjoys the opportunity to play the beautiful  
Nordan Carillon here at Central Christian Church. Your hospitality is always appreciated.               

 
 
 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

 

This daily Lenten devotional helps you lean into 
God's grace and let go of your own agendas and 
practices. Whether it's control, bitterness, 
anxiety, anger, or fear ... leaning into God and 
letting go of our unnecessary burdens go hand 
in hand. 
 
Each of the 48 daily devotionals (Ash Wednesday 
to Easter) include a scripture, reflection, and 
prayer. You may pick them up outside the church 
office. Lent starts March 6th, so don’t forget! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
The Childcare Center at Central Christian Church is seeking 
some help with donations this month. I will add the 
donations requested below and if you have any further 
questions please contact June Airheart at 210.226.9672.  
 
Scarves, purses, mirrors, flashlights and aquariums.  
 
Thank you in advance!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

     CYF Rally 
 
®  ®  ® 

 
 
®  ®  ® ® 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

CYF Rally Ends 
 
10:50 am 
Worship 
 

 9:30 am CWF 
Group 1 
10:30 am 
CWG Group 
2-3  
6:00 pm  
Prayer 
Gathering  

12:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Service at 
Madison 
Square Park  
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Lent Book 
Study  

 
FCC Granbury 
Stay at the 
Church 
 
®  ®  ® 

 
 
 
  
®  ®  ® 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

®  ®  ® 
 
10:50 am 
Worship 
 

FCC 
Granbury 

Stay at 
Church Ends 
11:30 am 
Lenten 
Clergy 
Worship at 
Rolling Oaks 

 
 
9:00 am 
Benevolent 
Sewing  
6:30 BOS 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
 
6:30 pm 
Lent Book 
Study 

 
 
 

3:00 pm 
Discipline 
Oaks Camp 
& Retreat  
 
South 
Community 
Church stays 
at the Church  
 
 17   18                    19             20 21 22 23 

10:50 
Worship 
5:00 pm 
Youth  
5:00 pm 
Parents in the 
Parlor 
 
 

 11:00 am 
CWF 
11:45 am 
CWF 
Luncheon 

6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

 
6:30 pm 
Lent Book 
Study 

  
 
 
South 
Community 
Church stays 
at the Church  
 
                    24 

10:50 Worship 
4:00 pm 
Discipleship 
Class 
5:00 pm Youth  
5:00 pm 
Parents in the 
Parlor 
 

25 
Dr. Michael 
Passmore’s 

Birthday 
 

 
 

26 
 

 

                   27 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

                 28 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Lent Book 
Study 

                     29                   30 

                         31 
10:50 Worship 
4:00 pm 
Discipleship 
Class 
5:00 pm JYF & 
Youth  
5:00 pm 
Parents in the 
Parlor 
 
  

      

March 2019  

Every Wednesday we have Military Ministry from 6:30- 7:30 pm 
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________________________ 
 
office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
 
What are you waiting for?  
Follow us on Social Media Today.  
Stay Connected. 
 
@CCCSanAntonio 
 

  

!

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Our Ministers: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Nelson Torres, Associate Minister 
nelsontorres@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Katherine B. Wright  
Minister of Family Life & Community 
katherinewright@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

June Airheart, Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
Juneairheart@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 
 

Central Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
 


