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Experiencing life abundant
through worshipping God,
connecting with each other
and the community, and
serving others.
WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE
Michael’s Mind
Labor Day, already! I remembered a story from my childhood minister that went
something like this: It is about a little girl who, in the process of growing up,
discovered that more than anything else she wanted to be able to mow the lawn.
But each season she was told that she was too young. The great day came,
however, when her parents decided that, at last, she was old enough to do the task.
She did it with surprising skill and great delight, and having finished admiring her
work, she began to cast long, envious glances across the fence at the neighbor’s
lawn, which also needed cutting.
The neighbor, seeing her interest, said, “Sally, would you like to cut my lawn?”
And the little girl enthusiastically said ‘Yes.’
“Well, let’s see...how about $3.00?” said the neighbor.
The little girl’s face fell, and she turned away, shaking her head.
“What’s the matter?” asked the neighbor.
“I only have $2.00.” said the little girl.
“Do what you love and you will never work another day in your life.” As Labor Day approaches, I started
thinking about this adage. Like most proverbs, there is room for discussion or even argument. The
original sentiment, however, is worth considering. One ought not elect a profession which is absolutely
unfulfilling. Life is too long to labor each day with resentment, frustration or anger. Sometimes, even if we
are in a field we love, our work calls upon us to sacrifice for the cause.
Jesus understood the necessity of sacrifice and called on his followers to understand it, too. “If anyone
would come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever would
save their life will lose it, and whoever loses life for my sake will find it.” (Matt.16:24-25) As many prepare
to return to on-site worship this week…and many not, may each of us open our hearts to explore this
difficult teaching from Christ to the church.
Please continue to pray and work for “a more perfect union” in Christ’s church, our community, our
nation and the world.

1

“To better know Christ, and to help make Him known!”

I know of an absolutely amazing poem that I want to share with you. But let me
start by asking you, “Are you going through tough times? Have you been
through tough times recently? Are you fearful tough times might be right around
the corner?” How can the God of the universe who loves us so very much and
wants the very best for us allow tough times to happen to us? Have you ever
asked that question before?

Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch watchmaker who helped Jews escape the holocaust, and was then
imprisoned by the Nazi’s herself, authored a fascinating book, The Hiding Place, and has some
encouraging words for us in a poem she is credited with having written.
“Life is but a Weaving” (Tapestry Poem by Corrie ten Boom)
My life is but a weaving between my God and me,
I do not choose the colors, He worketh steadily.
Ofttimes He weaveth sorrow, and I in foolish pride,
Forget He sees the upper, and I the underside.
Not till the loom is silent, and shuttles cease to fly,
Will God unroll the canvas and explain the reason why.
The dark threads are as needful in the skillful Weaver’s hand
As the threads of gold and silver in the pattern He has planned.
Why are there so many negative events in our lives, so many problems, so many adversities, so many
dark events? According to Corrie ten Boom, each of our lives is a beautiful carpet in progress. There
are many beautiful colors including bright shiny silvers and golds. But all we can see is the underside
of the carpet, we are not yet able to see how beautiful the carpet of our life’s weaving by God really is.
Someday, when we get to Heaven, God will show us the topside which is far, far more beautiful than
we could ever begin to imagine. We will see that all of the bright colors and silvers and golds are
outlined in black. The difficulties and dark events of our lives are the dark threads that make the
bright colors and silvers and golds stand out brilliantly, making our lives so much fuller and more
beautiful. That is part of the reason for adversity in life.
Whether you realize it or not, God is busy in your life. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (Jeremiah
29:11). God who started this great work in you, will keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish. “If
God brings you to it, He will bring you through it!”
I pray God’s richest blessings on you and all your loved ones as we close August and start the new
month of September.
Very truly yours in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
Bob Blake
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CCC SEPTEMBER 2020 PRAYER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

“Prayer just
doesn’t change
things - it
changes us. If
we are diligent in
seeking God,

slowly and
surely, we
become better
people.”
-Joyce Meyer

Tuesday
1 Pray for
those families
with new
babies, that
they all grow
together in joy
and love

6 Ask God to

7 Labor Day

8

help you focus
only on Him and
to live your life
following Jesus’
path

Pray for
fellow
workers and
yourselves
that we give
God all our
best
13 Ask the
14 Ask God
Lord to come
to help you
into your heart
show grace to
as you quiet your others, the
busy mind for
same grace
Him
that Jesus
grants you

Ask God
for guidance
to know when
He wants you
to wait and
not act/ for all
is in His time

15 Pray for
students who
are in online
school, that
they continue
to learn/grow

Wednesday
2 Pray for
courage to
always speak
up for the
truth
wherever you
may be

Thursday
3 Give
thanks to
God that He
is always
with you to
help in
every
situation
9 Ask God 10 Ask
to help you
God to
refrain from remind you
language that that all
can be
people are
harmful to
valuable and
others
worthy in
His sight
16 Ask God 17 Pray for
to help young our elderly
parents who who are
struggle with most at risk
so many of
from this
life’s
virus that
demands
they be safe

Friday
4 Pray for
all travelers
that their
journeys are
safe, going
and coming

that we all
strive for
peace with
God and
with each
other

Saturday
5 Ask God
to help you
navigate
thru sudden
changes in
life,
knowing He
is there
12 Ask the
Lord for
protection
as you go
through
life’s
difficulties

18 Pray

19 Pray for

for the hope
of Jesus to
permeate
our world
with His
love
everywhere

our global
ministries
that they
thrive and
continue
their work

11 Pray

20 Ask God to

21 Ask God

22 Ask God

23 Ask God

24 Pray to

25 Ask

26 Pray for

send strength to
His workers who
spread His
message of love
to all

for a chance
to reach out
and help
others as they
have helped
you

to help you
see the
positive in
others as you
strive to let go
of all negative
thoughts
29 Pray for
all science and
medical
personnel who
work selflessly
to get us thru
this virus

to send His
peace to
those who
struggle with
psychological
issues

remember
you are a
child of God
and thank
Him for His
eternal love

God for help
in cleaning
up your life
– all for His
glory and
your own
heart

all who are
ill and alone
that they
feel God’s
comfort &
yours

27 Pray that we 28 Pray for
remember to
receive others in
friendship and
fellowship, not as
strangers

students in
new schools
that they
flourish in
their new
surroundings

30 Pray for
all caregivers
that they feel
blessed and
strengthened
in their task

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for
you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.
Psalm 25:4-5
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
CCCSA Contributions
We hope everyone is doing great
during these times.
If you are still wanting to give your
Sunday contributions you can mail
them to us here at Central
Christian Church or now
contribute via online , through this
link: https://www.cccsa.org/give
Please let us know if you have any
questions.

THE UPPER ROOM

If you would like to receive The Upper
Room electronically please let us know.
They want to continue to support churches
during this pandemic in a safe manner.
You can call the church office or email
Yazmin at secretary@cccsa.org.
Thank you for your patience.
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September 1
September 3

Deby Stelling
Martha Eastman
Paige Henserling
Harry Steel
September 11 Dally Dow
Ashley Forsyth
September 12 Misty Drake
September 13 Yvonne Bettis
Robert Caldwell
September 15 Tim Tolar
September 16 Nancy Carter
September 18 Christie Adams
September 22 Linda Grimm
September 24 Heather Westerfield
September 25 Nataly Santoy
September 27 Melissa Chapman
Leonard Llanas
Jessica Villarreal
September 28 Ruru Chen Lobb
Dave Mora
September 30 Jackson Caldwell
Lydia Caldwell
Nicholas Caldwell
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CCC SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

6

10:50 am
Worship

7

Labor Day
Church
Office
Closed

1

Wednesday
2

8

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

9:00 am
Benevolent
Sewing

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

10:50 am
Worship

10:50 am
Worship

10:50 am
Worship

Please note that due to the COVID-19 stay at home policy, all regular meetings
scheduled for September will not occur, unless notified by email or telephone.
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Contact with Central Christian Church
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
720 N. Main Avenue
San Antonio, Texas 78205

office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri.
phone: 210.227.5273
fax: 210.223.5151
website: www.cccsa.org
________________________
What are you waiting for?
Follow us on Social Media Today.
Stay Connected.
@CCCSanAntonio

Our Ministers:
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org
Our Staff:
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary
210.227.5273
secretary@cccsa.org
Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@cccsa.org
June Airheart, Director
Childcare Center
210.226.9672
Juneairheart@cccsa.org
Joe Lopez, Custodian
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