
 

 1 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT WITH CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH                             March 2021
                      
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
San Antonio, Texas   

Michael’s Mind      
 

This month is named after the Roman god Mars, the god of War.  The Roman calendar 
originally began with March.  January and February were added later under a calendar 
reform.  We have found it necessary to tinker with calendars and dates from time to time 
through the ages.  I like the idea of this month becoming the beginning again.  The end 
of February was frigid in Texas.  Spring begins on the solar calendar during this month.  
New life in nature.  Sometimes the warming weather actually seems to warm something 
inside the soul.  I do not remember who came up with the phrase about March: “In like a 
lion, out like a lamb.”  I am very ready for the lamb stuff.  March always includes part 
of Lent.  Preparing our lives for “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.” 
We are seeing the decrease in COVID !9 infections and, consequently, hospitalizations 
and deaths.  I wish I could see a decrease in fearful eyes staring out over doubled masks.  
The Lamb of God is with us always.  Did I mention that my twins, Coe and Logan, were 
born in March?  (Stormy weather that day.)  Oh, and I was born in March.  May this 
month be about the Lamb and not war.  Fit for March and the virus, here is one of my 
favorite benedictions: 
Go out into the world in peace 
Have courage 
Hold fast to that which is good 
Return no one evil for evil 
Strengthen the fainthearted 
Support the weak 
Help the suffering 
Honor everyone 
Love and serve the Holy One 
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit… 
And as you do 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
The love of God 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit 
Guide you, protect you, sustain you, and grant you peace. 
Amen 
 
 
 

WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 
connecting with each other 

and the community, and 
serving others. 
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“To better know Christ, and to help make Him known!”  

 

If I want to become more like Christ, then I must be willing to put into practice the virtues of Christ. 
We might look to bodybuilding to better understand what we must do. Bodybuilders craft their 
bodies part by part and work diligently toward building a perfect physique. Throughout the ages, 
Christians, who wanted to become more like Christ, realized they could identify and focus on the 
virtues seen in the life of Christ. We can look at practicing these virtues as being somewhat like 
lifting spiritual barbells. In practicing these virtues, we become more like Jesus Christ.  
 
What is the single-most-important virtue I can work on to become more 
Christlike?  According to 1st Peter 5:5(b), “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another.” At the break of day, every day is the time to start working on our humility. An advantage 
to clothing myself with humility in the morning is that I am poised to deal with someone who acts 
like a jerk. More appropriately I am more likely to understand what is going on in their life and try 
to help them; maybe speak a redemptive word that may help them get their day under control. If my 
pride is running rampant, then I resent every intrusion on my life. Many of the ancients referred to 
humility as “the queen of the virtues.” Andrew Murray defined humility as “the bloom and the 
beauty of holiness.” The truth is this – pride must die in you, or nothing of heaven can live in you. 
Humility is the cornerstone of all of the virtues. One phrase in Scripture repeated three times is, 
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6, Proverbs 3:34, and 1 Peter 5:5). 
If pride is ruling in my life at all, as an employer, a father, a brother, the Scripture is clear – God will 
oppose me. I do not want that! I want to put on humility as the first thing I do every morning – I 
want to live by humility. I want to practice humility and meditate on humility. 
 
What is Humility? Paul anchors humility in the person of Jesus Christ. Philippians 2:3-8, “Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”   
 
How does one practice humility?  To practice humility, we do not look at the world through the 
lens of self-interest – we must see ourselves as available to be used by God. It is the displacement of 
self by the enthronement of God that is all-important. Humility is not thinking less of ourselves; it is 
thinking less about ourselves. We don’t look at an event by how it reflects on us but by what needs 
to be done. When we go to a party, we should not have an attitude that we need to be noticed and 
appreciated by as many people as possible. Instead, ask, “Lord, is there someone I need to notice, 
someone I need to appreciate, someone I need to encourage?” We cannot value success over 
humility. Every time I have sinned, I have let pride get the best of me. It is better to fail at a spiritual 
exercise if it makes us humble than to succeed if it makes us prideful.  
 
How does one grow in humility?  Humility is something we practice, not something we become in 
an absolute sense. We commit to journeying on the road, realizing we will never reach our 
destination. I need to assume that pride is operating in my life to have a proper frame of mind to act 
with humility as Jesus did. We all are self-centered. Lorenzo Capolli wrote words we should 
consider in his book, Spiritual Combat. “Distrust of yourself is so necessary in the spiritual combat, 
that without it you may be assured that you will neither gain the desired victory nor be able to 
overcome even the weakest of your passions.”  In any situation, including ministry, I must assume I 
am driven by pride. Not to distrust myself is to cast dispersion on the words of Scripture, “the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). Don’t 
look for the rewards from being selfless and practicing humility because then you are asking, “what 
is in it for me?” We must let go of self-interest. We must put all our effort into being faithful 
disciples of Jesus. The best start to every day is to wake up in the morning and dress with humility. 
We must consciously do this for our souls to start the day off right and live in humility throughout 
the day.     - - - - - Bob Blake, March 1, 2021 
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Sunday 
 

Monday 
1   Pray for 
our seniors 
who live away 
from family 
that they are 
cared for and 
loved 

Tuesday 
2    Ask God 
to walk with 
us daily as we 
strive to be 
worthy of His 
love for us 

Wednesday 
3   Pray for 
all who 
suffered in 
the recent ice 
storm, that 
they are 
relieved and 
comforted 

Thursday 
4    Pray for 
persecuted 
believers in 
God that 
they remain 
steadfast in 
their faith 

Friday 
5   Pray you 
remember 
God is in 
charge and 
is always 
near to 
comfort you 

   Saturday 
6 Ask God 
to help you 
find a way 
to help those 
in need who 
may not 
always ask 

7 Pray that 
you remember 
God sent His 
Son as His Gift 
to save us, 
because of His 
love for us 

8 Pray for the 
hungry that 
their needs be 
met/their lives 
touched by 
compassion 

9   Pray for all 
health care 
workers that 
they remain 
safe, strong 
and blessed  

10   Give 
thanks that 
you can say 
the name of 
Jesus without  
any fears 

11 Ask God 
to show you 
how to help 
lessen the 
burdens of 
another 

12   Ask 
God for 
guidance in 
every 
difficulty for 
He will lead 
you through   

13   Pray 
for those 
who have 
been 
displaced 
from their 
homes 

14 Pray that 
our church 
grows in love 
& fellowship 
with all 
members and 
friends 

15   Pray that 
God helps you 
share His 
Good News 
with others 
naturally/dail
y from the 
heart 

16   Pray for 
all those who 
do not know 
Jesus, that 
they may 
come to know 
His enormous  
love for us 

17   Ask God 
to help you 
trust Him to 
guide you no 
matter what 
your 
situation 

18 Ask God 
to forgive 
our sins as 
we resolve 
to lead 
better lives 

19 Ask God 
to remind 
you of all 
that He 
offers: love, 
joy, peace, 
mercy, 
grace  

20   Pray 
and ask God 
to help us 
keep 
kindness in 
our hearts 
and minds 

21 Praise God 
with hymns 
and music and 
joy with your 
lips and minds 
and hearts 

22 Ask God 
to show you 
how He can 
restore your 
hope after 
suffering 
many troubles  

23   Pray for 
those who lost 
income due to  
the pandemic, 
that they find 
needed help  

24   Pray for 
our absent 
church 
friends & let 
them know 
we miss them 

25 Ask God 
to help us let 
go of past 
hurts so we 
can make 
new bonds 

26 Pray for 
those who 
have lost 
family, that 
their pain 
lessens 

27 Thank 
God for the 
beautiful 
gift of all 
our precious 
children 

28Palm 
Sunday 
Pray to God to 
remain faithful 
to Him even 
when others 
may tempt us 
away from 
Him 

29 Thank 
God that He 
stays with you 
in your daily 
walk, always 
holding you 
up 
 

30 Thank 
God that His 
Son embraced 
us with love, 
even as He 
sacrificed His 
life for us 

31 Pray we 
keep our 
hearts/focus 
on Jesus and 
His sacrifice 
to give us 
everlasting 
life 

  “When we 
invite Him in 
to the broken 
places of our 
lives, He 
makes us  

whole. He 
heals our 
hearts and 
minds….” 
-Susanna 
Foth 
Aughtmon 

        For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from 
      yourselves, it is the gift of God.           Ephesians 2:8 
  

CCC MARCH 2021 PRAYER CALENDAR 
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 CCCSA Contributions 
 

We hope everyone is doing great 
during these times.  
 
If you are still wanting to give your 
Sunday contributions you can mail 
them to us here at Central 
Christian Church or now 
contribute via online , through this 
link: https://www.cccsa.org/give 
 
 
Please let us know if you have any 
questions.  
 

 
 

CCC MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 
March 6 Bill Sims 
March 8 Pat Bryant 
March 10 Pam Neuman 
March 14 Brenda Martinez 
  Alyssa Rae Villarreal 
March 15 Bob Blake 
March 18 Bettie Giraudin 
March 20 Pauline Kee 
March 23 Raphael Moembo 
March 25 Michael S. Passmore  
March 26 Jean Schuyler 
March 27 Kensey Raelove Reyes-Levy 
March 29 Jenny Gray 
March 30 Judy Barnes 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
1 2 3 4                          5 6  

7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

10:50 am  
Worship  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
9:00 am  
Benevolent 
Sewing 
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10:50 am  
Worship  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

                   21 
 
10:50 am  
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Palm 
Sunday 
10:50 am 
Worship  
 

29                  30 
 

                  31 
 

                  
 

 

                                             
 

 

 

CCC MARCH CALENDAR 

Please note that due to the COVID-19 stay at home policy, all regular meetings 
scheduled for March will not occur, unless notified by email or telephone.  
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Information about applying for a college scholarship through the Endowment Fund is 
available on the church website, and/or by emailing the church secretary for an 
application.  Current recipients of the scholarship must reapply each year.  
Applications must be emailed to a_cecille@yahoo.com  and/or turned into the church 
office by the deadline of May 31. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Cecille Martinez 
Endowment Fund Trustee 
Scholarship Chair 
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Introducing the Staff Minister 
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office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
 
What are you waiting for?  
Follow us on Social Media Today.  
Stay Connected. 
 
@CCCSanAntonio 

 

Our Minister: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
Bob Blake: Staff Minister 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

June Airheart, Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
Juneairheart@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 
 

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 


