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Experiencing life abundant
through worshipping God,
connecting with each other
and the community, and
serving others.
WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE
Michael’s Mind

Vexed. That is my condition when I look at the deteriorating human condition of
our society, our country. Vexed: adj. “difficult and much debated” also “annoyed,
frustrated, or worried.” The word comes from both Latin and French and has an
older heritage “to cause distress,” to “shake or disturb.” It has become grueling
for many as the shutdowns and COVID fears continue to trudge along. It has
become a heavy financial burden just to keep going for those deemed “nonessential” workers. There is absolute mayhem in the heart of many cities as
anarchist and “anti-national workers socialist party (ANTIFA)" act like the brown
suits of Hitler’s Germany or the Bolsheviks in pre-communist Russia. They commit
acts of violence against property and anyone who disagrees with them.
The “cancel culture” is an imitation of Pol Pot’s communist Cambodian revolution where an attempt was
made to obliterate and re-write all history to the dictator’s satisfaction. Truth was nearly lost.
America is the product of a revolutionary and independent libertarian emphasis. And contrary to recent
teaching, it was born out of a strong imperfect movement for religious freedom, intellectual reason, and the
“pursuit of a more perfect union.” Shall we name its faults? There were and are many. Were the
Founders perfect men and women? The last perfect person to live was Jesus Christ. He was also the first
perfect person to live. Every other human being in the history of the world was and is flawed by personal
choices, historical context, moral and social failure, ill treatment of others, lack of understanding or living
in God’s call. I am a flawed human. So was Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Judaism’s founders, as well as
Moses and Joshua, Isaiah and Jerimiah. Early Christians fell well short of perfection: Simon Peter, Paul,
James and John, Andrew also Bartholomew. History is covered with partly good and treacherously evil
women and men: Queen Mary the First of England (Bloody Mary), Vladimir Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Benito
Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, Pol Pot, Mao Tse Tung, Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams, Abraham
Lincoln, Martin Luther also Martin Luther King, Jr. Osama bin Laden, Barak Hussein Obama and
Donald J. Trump…just to name a few. Shall there be no memory of them when they are gone?
Instead of anger, I am pledging to do what Jesus did when disturbed or vexed: Go to a private place and
pray. How about you?
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“To better know Christ, and to help make Him known!”
Ruminations on Worship…. Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, let us encourage one another, and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.” Great worship verse, huh? Nope…
that is a verse about fellowship, but it is very important in our Faith-walk. I
would like to suggest that many of us have fallen into thinking of worship as
fellowship without even realizing it. Worship is really adoration and service.
God is worthy of receiving special honor, best defined as pure adoration. We
worship as His redeemed children contemplating and praising Him in His
magnificent holy perfection.
“Latreuo” is a Greek word translated as “to serve”. In Matthew 4:10, “Jesus said to him, ‘Away
from me, Satan!’ For it is written: ‘worship the Lord your God and serve Him only’”. However,
many times in Scripture, it is not absolutely clear whether “Latreuo” translates best as “serve” or
“worship” (see Acts 24:14, 2nd Timothy 1:3, and Revelations 22:3). In Matthew 28, we find that Jesus
calls His disciples to “serve” in fulfilling the Great Commission. “Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” We are told in the previous verse that
some of the disciples doubted. Rest assured, they did not doubt Jesus, but they doubted their ability to
“serve” Him. Jesus reassured them that He would be with them always to the very end of the age (and
they need not doubt).
In Isaiah 6, we see the prophet brought to a position where he fully realizes his own sinfulness and
the holiness of God. He was overwhelmed and consequently became totally committed to going “all
out” for the Lord in “service” as the Lord called him to do. You might remember the lyrics to “Take
Me In” by the popular Christian music group Kutless that describes Isaiah’s experience, “Take me in
to the Holy of Holies. Take me in by the blood of the Lamb. Take the coal, touch my lips, here I am.”
We often view worship as a corporate experience in a building constructed for worship, and with a
professional worship leader. So, with our dedicated worship space, I ask you, have we become more
“Christ-followers” or more “Christ-worshippers.” The New Testament recognizes that the believer is
a temple of God. Our worship begins as individuals expressing personal worship, which is the
foundation for corporate worship. As Disciples of Christ, a fundamental element of our faith is
worship, individual worship first, and corporate second. We are called to be “Christ-worshippers!”
During the current epidemic, we have witnessed our corporate worship being restricted for the
safety of our church members. Many people believe the debate over opening churches will not be
settled until after the election in three months. Many mega-churches are not planning to reopen until
2021. Musicians and other artists have canceled all events until 2022. Complying with directions
from government and healthcare professionals, we are hopeful that we might be able to open in
August.
Until such time as we can meet again, I would like to challenge you to consider your individual
worship. As a “Christ-worshipper”, I encourage you, first and foremost, to keep Jesus at the center of
your heart and live by faith (Galatians 3:11). Do your best to live the obedient Christian life (John
14:21). Take time daily for prayer (John 15:7) and for Bible study (Acts 17:11). Witness for Christ by
your life and your words (Matthew 4:19, John 15:8). Trust God for every detail of your life (1 Peter
5:7). Allow the Holy Spirit to control and empower your daily life and witness (Galatians 5:16,17; Acts
1:8). Draw closer to the Lord in this time when forces are working to draw us away from Him. “Take
me in to the Holy of Holies. Take me in by the blood of the Lamb. Take the coal, touch my lips, here I
am.”
Final thought for your contemplation… Is Jesus Christ really and truly sitting on the throne of
your heart?
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CCC AUGUST 2020 PRAYER CALENDAR
Sunday
“We learn to
pray by
praying;
anyone can
learn. And the
more we do it,
2 Give thanks
that God is
always at our
side and praise
Him for loving
us
unconditionally

9 Thank God
that He is our
guide and light
in the world,
always leading
us out of the
darkness

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1 Ask God to
guide you
through new
and difficult
situations in
your life

4 Pray for
family who
have lost
dear relatives
and let them
know you are
there to help

5 Pray for
those who
have lost
work due to
this virus
that they
find help

6 Ask God
to help you
find
creative
ways to
spread His
gospel

7 Give God
thanks for
those who
come to
your aid in
any
situation

8 Thank God
for the care He
took in making
us, His
children, to
love Him and
others always
in His name

11 Pray that
we strive to
speak only
words of
comfort and
love to others

12 Ask God
to help you
thru the
pain of
separation
of close
family due
to relocation
19 Ask God
to help us all
get thru this
pandemic
safely &
with
compassion
for others
26 Ask God
to help us
know no
strangers –
only fellow
citizens in
Christ

13 Ask
God to help
you quiet
your mind
so you can
hear His
voice all
around you

14 Pray
for the
families of
those who
have died
from this
virus that
they find
comfort
20 Thank 21 Ask God
God for our to help us
parents
never stop
who first
learning
gave us life from His
and love
scriptures
& teachings

15 Thank God
that He is in
control of all
the winds and
waves in your
life and don’t
forget this is so

27 Ask God
to help us
know the
Kingdom of
God in us
as we
traverse
this life
Then I
heard the
voice of the
Lord
saying,
“Whom
shall I
send?

28 Ask
God to help
calm your
fears, for
large or
small, He is
with you

29 Ask God to
give you the
desire to help
others in need
however you
are able

And who
will go for
us?” And I
said, “Here
am I. Send
me!”

Isaiah 6:8

the better
we get at
doing it.”
– Marilyn
Wragg
3 Pray for
those nonprofits who
are
struggling
from loss of
funds but
still work to
help those in
need
10 Pray for
our elderly
who have
suffered a
fall that
their
wounds are
healed

16 Let us pray
to God for the
protection &
care of all
children in our
nation &
across the
world
23 Thank God
for hymns of
love & praise
that help us
know of His
love for us

17 Pray for
old friends
you no
longer see,
that their
lives are
blessed

18 Praise
God that he
gave us
adopted
children to
love and
fulfill our
lives
24 Ask God 25 Praise
to remind
God for the
you that you love and
are complete support of
only in Him our church
family

30 Thank God
for His church
and let us work
to keep it
strong & alive

31 Ask God
to help you
know that
Jesus is with
us every
minute

22 Pray for
your neighbors
and offer them
a helping hand
– for they, too,
can know God
through you
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
CCCSA Contributions
I hope everyone is doing great
during these times.
If you are still wanting to give your
Sunday contributions you can mail
them to us here at Central
Christian Church or now
contribute via online , through this
link: https://www.cccsa.org/give
Please let us know if you have any
questions.

Happy Birthday
THE UPPER ROOM

If you would like to receive The Upper
Room electronically please let us know.
They want to continue to support churches
during this pandemic in a safe manner.
You can call the church office or email
Yazmin at secretary@cccsa.org.
Thank you for your patience.

August 3
August 6
August 7
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 13
August 15
August 16
August 23
August 25
August 27
August 28
August 30

Mary Scott
Katherine Farmer
Ruby Bettis
Irene Perryman IV
Carolyn Tolar
Kellie Saucedo
Marla Dooley
Helen McCoy
Joe Lopez
Norman Eastman
Nancy Scott
Morris Passmore
Bill Napper
Ben Carlson
John Barry
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CCC AUGUST CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
10:50 am
Worship
12:15 pm
Endowment
Fund Trustees
meeting via
zoom

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

10:50 am
Worship

10:50 am
Worship

10:50 am
Worship

Please note that due to the COVID-19 stay at home policy, all regular meetings
scheduled for August will not occur, unless notified by email or telephone.
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HONORARIA & MEMORIALS January – June 2020
CWF Group 2 - CCC Music Ministry
- CCC Childcare Center

For CCC Endowment Fund
Karen Bessette - In Memory of Jim Stelling

For CCC Endowment Scholarship Fund
Cecille Martinez- In Memory of Louis and Aurelia Giron
Patricia & Roger Garland - In Memory of:
Margaret Moore
Jim Stelling
Truce Llewellyn
Francois Kalambayi

For CCC Music Ministry
Cristina E. Slaughter- In Memory of Det. Cliff Martinez

For George R. Gregory Organ & Carillon Fund
John Nikolatos- In Memory of Tom Collins

For Stained Glass Windows Restoration Project
Christian Women’s Fellowship - In Memory of Jim Stelling

Rev. 07.25.2020
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Contact with Central Christian Church
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
720 N. Main Avenue
San Antonio, Texas 78205

office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri.
phone: 210.227.5273
fax: 210.223.5151
website: www.cccsa.org
________________________
What are you waiting for?
Follow us on Social Media Today.
Stay Connected.
@CCCSanAntonio

Our Ministers:
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org
Our Staff:
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary
210.227.5273
secretary@cccsa.org
Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@cccsa.org
June Airheart, Director
Childcare Center
210.226.9672
Juneairheart@cccsa.org
Joe Lopez, Custodian
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