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CONTACT WITH CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH                               June 2021
                      
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
San Antonio, Texas   

Michael’s Mind      
  

“What’s on my mind?”  Well, a lot of things.  Like the forgiveness of God.  Grace, in 
the essence, is about forgiveness.  Sunday’s scripture (Mark 3:28-30) contains the 
teaching about an unpardonable sin.  It seems so unlike Jesus to suggest that any sin is 
unforgiveable.  If I had a list titled “Things I Wish Jesus Had Never Said,” this teaching 
would be near the top.  But three Gospel writers thought it important enough to include 
it, so my mind wants to discover its meaning. 
 
Blasphemy is a hard word to translate, so we do not…we just say “blasphemy” in 
American English and England English as well. To blaspheme the Holy Spirit is the sin.  
Other blasphemies are pardonable.  What makes this particular situation unforgivable?  
More heinous acts are forgivable.  Jesus is not limiting the desire or ability of God to 
forgive.  The situation is not unforgivable because God refuses to forgive or is unable to. 
God can do whatever God wants to do…God is unbound.  God’s mercy is granted to the 
humbled repentant throughout scripture.  This is why those who worry about whether 
they have committed the unforgivable sin are the ones who needn’t worry about it. If 
you have a conscience, are sensitive to right and wrong, goodness and evil, you are 
sensitive to the light and need of grace. This will lead to a right relationship with God. 
 
But there is a warning implied in the context of Jesus’ teaching.  Beware of ascribing 
evil motives to the good actions of others.  It is so easy to become judgmental in the 
world today.  A hardened heart will lead to moral blindness. 
 
There is also, I think, the importance of keeping our hearts and minds alert to the ways 
God might be working in our world.  Those who sought to discredit Jesus were religious 
people.  They just didn’t expect God to be acting the way Jesus was showing them, so 
they missed the movement of God in their midst…in fact, they called it evil.   
 
Is there a possibility that we people of faith need to work at keeping the channels 
through which God’s forgiveness flows open?  Say maybe that we could become 
generous and accepting of others, even as God is generous and accepting of us.  Or we 
could call those who disagree, evil.  That might be unpardonable. 
 
 

WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 
connecting with each other 

and the community, and 
serving others. 
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“To better know Christ, and to help make Him known!”  

 

 
Two years ago, I retired from 22 years teaching and administering high school ROTC and PE (this 
following 22 years as an artillery officer in the Army).  I taught in private and public schools in Texas 
and Alaska, high and low socio-economic schools, urban and small-town schools, and mainstream 
American and Native American schools. I coached basketball, cross-country, drill, color guard, rifle, 
orienteering, leadership and cyber-security teams.  I thoroughly enjoyed a fantastic time through it all.  
But what next?  I still had a lot of “get up and go!” and was not psychologically ready to retire.   

 
I have noticed a few changes in my life since I retired from teaching high school… I still love 

fruit except red apples… Even after two years, I still hear bells in my ears every hour… I do not like 
cafeteria-style restaurants… I do not own or use red pens… I actually got reacquainted with my wife 
and with my motorcycle… and I even sometimes skip to my truck…. I guess when I retired, recess for 
me began!    

 
Aside from looking forward to leisure time and recreation with my family, a question kept 

arising: what does God want me to do with my remaining time in this world?  Hmm… I believe my 
whole life is full of purpose, even in retirement.  I try to consider those around me, that my words and 
action might possibly empower them.  God gave me a passion for leading soldiers as an Army officer, 
teaching them to win and survive on the battlefield.  He then gave me a passion for growing young 
men and women into model citizens and leaders for our nation.  My passion now is learning to love 
God better and practice vocational ministry to those around me. I want to do my tasks with purpose, 
always striving to help make our church better and train others to be disciples and disciple-makers.    
 
“But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 
possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into 
his wonderful light. Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people. Once you receive no 
mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9 – 10) 
 

Once retired, our identities are no longer tied to our position or our perceived worth based on 
our abilities and performance. I want to encourage you that while you still breathe, God has and will 
continue to have a plan for your life that He wants you to accomplish.  When you retire, you should 
enjoy the simple pleasures your work may have prevented you from enjoying before:  the sunshine, 
beautiful roses, the smell of coffee. But know that your purpose does not end when your job does.  
And, apart from the church, there are my grandchildren.  I can’t help but be super-abundantly 
passionate about my three granddaughters! I want to invest my time, talents, and treasure into those 
precious little girls!  

 
Shall we look at Paul’s example on how to retire? “Run with endurance the race set before 

us” (Hebrews 12:1)… “finish strong” (2 Timothy 4:7)… “kept his eyes firmly fixed on the prize” 
(Philippians 3:14)… So, my takeaway is that no matter how old I am or how far I’ve traveled, God still 
has purposes and goals for me to achieve.  “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17)… “disciple and wash your 
disciples' feet” (John 13:15).  Believers in Jesus Christ carry on the assignments received from our 
Lord, including love your neighbor as yourself… lay down your life for your brothers and sisters… 
finish the race strong!   
 

If you single-mindedly focus on objectives, volunteering in the church or other Christian 
initiatives will be an exciting adventure for discovering God’s purpose for your life and advancing His 
kingdom.  In coming out of the Covid obnoxiousness of the last 18 months, I challenge you to find 
God’s call on your life to serve others (including your family) and to finish the race strong!   
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CCC JUNE 2021 PRAYER CALENDAR 
 Sunday      

“Live in each 
season as it 
passes: breathe 
the air … taste 
the fruit.”   
-Henry David 
Thoreau 

Monday 
 
Enjoy the 
fullness of 
God’s love for 
you! 
 

Tuesday 
1    Thank 
God for the 
many small 
delights He 
sends us – let 
us try to pay 
them forward 
to others 

Wednesday 
2   Thank 
God He sent 
Jesus to 
redeem us 
and to free us 
from our 
burdens 

Thursday 
3  Ask God 
to help us 
daily use His 
Word for 
reminders 
on how best 
to follow 
Him 

Friday 
4   Pray for 
patience as 
you wait for 
God’s 
answer to 
problems – 
He always 
will reply 

   Saturday 
5   Ask God 
to unburden 
your heart 
and lift you 
up in His 
comforting 
arms 

6   Give thanks 
to God and 
rejoice in Him 
for He will 
never reject us 
but will only 
ever love us 

7   Pray for 
family 
members who 
are facing 
medical 
procedures 
that they heal 

8   Pray for 
our students 
who are 
moving up a 
grade in 
school that 
they continue 
to learn/grow 

9   Ask God 
to help you 
turn 
mistakes & 
problems 
into blessings 
– to react 
well in hard 
times 

10   Ask 
God to help 
you shine 
His light 
through 
your works 
of service to 
others 

11   Ask 
God to help 
you get rid 
of the pride 
that keeps 
you from 
enjoying life 

12   Ask 
God to help 
you think of 
Him and 
others first 
and yourself 
last 

13   Give God 
thanks for the 
joy & hope He 
gives us even in 
the midst of 
trials/pressures 

14   Flag Day  
Pray for our 
nation that it 
stands true & 
faithful to all 
its citizens 

15  Pray for 
those in need 
of jobs that 
they find 
work that is 
meaningful 

16   Give 
thanks to 
God for the 
unexpected 
joys in life –
reminding us 
of His love 

17  Ask God 
to help us 
remember 
to thank 
Him often 
for His 
blessings to 
us 

18 Pray for 
dear friends 
facing harsh 
medical 
issues that 
they are 
comforted  

19  Thank 
God for our 
precious 
grandchildr
en- the light 
of our lives  

20  Father’s 
Day 
As a child of 
God pray to 
Him knowing 
His love for you 
is as that of a 
father 

21 Thank 
God He 
accepts and 
loves us just 
as we are; and 
trust in Him 
always 

22   Pray for 
single moms 
trying to raise 
a family, do 
well at work 
& stay afloat 

23   Thank 
God for our 
church 
family to 
remain close 
and faithful 

24  Thank 
God for 
your parents 
who first 
taught you 
to love Him 

25  Pray for 
new, young 
parents that 
they raise 
their babies 
with God in 
their lives 

26  Pray 
and spend 
the day with 
Jesus, 
listening for 
His 
guidance 

27   Thank God 
that His love for 
us is more 
glorious than 
anything we can 
imagine 

28    Ask God 
to help you 
make the most 
of the specific 
talents He 
gave you 

29   Pray to 
God for clear 
thinking on 
our daily walk 
– and to go to 
Him first for 
help 

30   Pray and 
sing to God 
with joy and 
love in your 
heart for it 
will live there 
forever 

   

                  In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice.  In the morning I pray to you, and I 
               wait for you in hope.       Psalm 5:3 
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

  
 
 

CCCSA Contributions 
 

We hope everyone is doing great 
during these times.  
 
If you are still wanting to give your 
Sunday contributions you can mail 
them to us here at Central 
Christian Church or now 
contribute via online , through this 
link: https://www.cccsa.org/give 
 
 
Please let us know if you have any 
questions. 
 
 

 
 
CCC JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
June 2  Otto Perryman IV 
June 6  Aimee Tolar 
June 9  Hardy Henderson 
June 12 Jason Forsyth 

Marie Eloise Henderson 
June 15 Teresa Williams 
June 17 Gid De La Rosa 
June 21 Lilah Shane Dow 
June 22 Rachel Jackson 
June 23 Diana Barry 
June 24 Nancy Telotte Clark 
June 27 Leon Fenstermacher 
June 28 Lisa Passmore 
June 29 Jan Davis Howden 
June 30 Doug Boyer 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 1 2 3                 4 5  

6 
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:50 am  
Worship  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
9:00 am  
Benevolent 
Sewing 
4:00 pm  
Executive  
Committee 
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10:50 am  
Worship 
12:15 pm  
Endowment 
Fund Meeting 
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                  15   
 

              

16 17 18 19 
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Father’s Day 
10:50 am  
Worship  
 

                 21               
 
  

                    22 
 
 

                    23 
 
 
 
 

                  24 
   

 

                25 
 

 
 

 

                        26 
 
 

                        27 
 
10:50 am 
Worship  
 

28                  29 
 

                   30 
 

                  
 

 

                                              
 

 

 

CCC JUNE CALENDAR 

Please note that due to the COVID-19 stay at home policy, all regular meetings 
scheduled for June will not occur, unless notified by email or telephone.  
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                 Save the date for the Area Women’s retreat  
 
 
 
October 2-3, 2021. All women are invited to attend the CWF retreat at Disciple 
Oaks Camp and Retreat.  
 
Early registration will be $80.00 due by August 1.  
Late registration will be $90.00 due by September 1. 
A special note to those who need or want to drive up Friday night...the cost will 
be $100 by August 1 and $110 by September 1. Please note that the retreat will 
not officially begin until Saturday morning with registration at 10:00. You will be 
on your own for Friday night dinner and Saturday breakfast.  
Go to the Disciple Oaks Camp and Retreat website to register. 
 
https://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/ 
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office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
 
What are you waiting for?  
Follow us on Social Media Today.  
Stay Connected. 
 
@CCCSanAntonio 

 

Our Minister: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
Bob Blake: Staff Minister 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

June Airheart, Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
Juneairheart@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 
 

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 


