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CONTACT WITH CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH                            August 2021
                      
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
San Antonio, Texas   

Michael’s Mind      
  

MICHAEL’S MIND 
 
I have been watching some of the Tokyo Olympics on television.  I used to be a more 
avid fan.  Perhaps I have lost some interest because the broadcast is 16 or more hours 
old when I tune in and I rarely enjoy watching a competition in which I already know 
the final result.  I do like learning about the life history of many of the competitors.  The 
“back-story” of athletes lives can be fascinating. 
 
I have noticed a linguistic tendency among the NBC broadcast team.  More and more 
often they are using the term “wheelhouse” in almost every sport…even table tennis!  I 
learned bout “wheelhouse” back in the 1950’s from baseball coaches.  The area of the 
strike zone where a batter swings with the most power, was that player’s “wheelhouse”.  
Some batters liked the belt-high, outer half of the plate, others might prefer just inside of 
center…your wheelhouse.   
 
Now, swimmers have a “wheelhouse” and soccer players, boxers and pole-vaulters.  
Commentators have an “area of expertise” that is “in their wheelhouse” so we can turn 
to them for explanation of a controversy in judging or rules.  Businesses have projects 
that are “right in their wheelhouse” of production. 
 
The “wheelhouse” is actually a nautical term used for steering ships.  Once boats and 
ships, whether powered by oars or sails, were steered by a simple rudder.  But the 
mechanical revolution produced a gear shaft- wheel and sprocket system where the 
captain could control the vessel.  The pilot house or wheelhouse came into being.  But 
words evolve and move around culturally.  One needs to be aware of new meanings.   
I have a question for you. What is in your wheelhouse?  I know you have some gifts and 
abilities…areas of expertise.  What is in your wheelhouse that you can offer Christ and 
the church?  Not really interested in competition here, nor is my focus on 
material/financial gifts.  You have specific skills that Christ can use for the betterment 
of our world.  What is in your wheelhouse that you can offer to Jesus?  Better yet...what 
would it mean for you to have God steering  the ship that is your life? 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 
connecting with each other 

and the community, and 
serving others. 
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“To better know Christ, and to help make Him known!”  

 

 
 

Dear Central Christian Church Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Wow!  The Olympics are amazing!  As of this writing, the U.S. leads in overall Olympic medal 
counts with 59. The Olympics are fantastic, and I am looking forward to enjoying more of them 
with my 4-year-old granddaughter Faith. 
 
But the great gray cloud hanging over the Olympics and all of us is the resurgence of Covid-19.  
What do we do?  I want to offer a Biblical perspective on dealing with STRESS concerning the likes 
of Covid 19. 
 
Joni Eareckson Tada was Olympics bound (her father had been an Olympian) in swimming. 
However, in 1967 she misjudged the depth of the Chesapeake Bay and dove in, fracturing her 4th 
and 5th cervical vertebrae.  She has been paralyzed from the shoulders down ever since. She kept 
asking, “why is God… putting me through… all this suffering… why doesn’t he just… take me 
home… now?”  Why the battle?  Why are we suffering through lost loved ones and friends and real 
fear for the safety of ourselves and our closest loved ones?  So almost 18-year-old Joni was a 
respirator-dependent quadriplegic thrust into no-man’s land way out in front of where most of us do 
battle… Every day we go into the never-ending perpetual battle against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil…  The fight never ends, there is no truce.  Nevertheless, we still fear…. we still stress… how 
do we deal with the stress? 
 
Physically, we Breathe and Meditate (scripture for me), Eat Healthy, Exercise, Get Plenty of Sleep, 
and Continue Our Preventive Measures Routine.  Okay, but how about the mental (and spiritual) 
battle?  Paul captures it well in Romans 7:21-23, “So I find this law at work: when I want to do 
good, evil is right there with me. For in my interbeing I delight in God’s law; but I see another law 
at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a 
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.”  But then Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you.”  Why is God leaving Lori and all of us on earth to face this 
battleground of practical holiness?  We hang in there, doing good and remaining faithful in 
obedience, “ for with such sacrifices God is pleased” (Hebrews 13:16).  The struggle makes us holy. 
“ Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all” (2 Corinthians 4:17).   Our striving glorifies Christ, preaches to unbelievers, and encourages 
believers.  “ For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our 
comfort overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it 
is for your comfort which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer” (2 
Corinthians 1:5-6).  We fight not only from a sense of duty and what we believe to be right and 
proper, but also out of our love for Christ. He will energize our warfare. We are soldiers for Christ!  
When you tackle the battles that come your way, “ Fear but not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand” (Isaiah 41:10). “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him”  (James 1:12). 
God never said the road would be easy, but He said He would never leave you nor forsake you. 
Faith is not believing that God can, it is knowing that He will! 
 
I sincerely appreciate our church family, and I pray every day that you and all your loved ones are 
blessed with health, wisdom, strength, and provision through the coming month! 
 
Bob Blake  
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CCC AUGUST 2021 PRAYER CALENDAR 
 

Sunday 
1 Thank God 
for our church 
family who 
unselfishly 
shares their 
love and care 
with others 

Monday 
2   Ask God 
for His 
strength and 
peace as you 
go thru hard 
& hectic 
situations 

Tuesday 
3 Pray for 
distant family, 
and ask God 
to help you 
stay in touch 
and stay close 

Wednesday 
4   Ask God  
to show you a 
need and give 
you means to 
help so 
others may 
see God 

Thursday 
5 Pray for 
those who 
have lost a 
loved one, 
that they 
feel God’s 
comfort 

Friday 
6 Ask God 
to show you 
beauty even 
in situations 
that may not 
seem so 

   Saturday 
7 Thank 
God for 
times when 
you can rest 
and enjoy 
each day’s 
gifts 

8   Thank God 
for His many 
blessings – all a 
gift of His 
grace to us, 
giving us His 
peace and love 

9    Ask God 
to help you 
say “I love 
you” to others 
by way of a 
gift, cake, 
cookies or a 
cheery note 

10 Thank 
God for your 
true friends 
who cheer you 
on in your 
daily walk  

11   Pray for 
those with 
eye problems 
that they 
receive 
healing care 

12   Pray 
for our 
young adults 
learning to 
traverse life 
on their own 

13 Pray for 
those 
moving to a 
new job in a 
new city 
that they do 
well & 
flourish 

14 Ask God 
to help you 
befriend 
someone 
new & trust 
Him to 
guide your 
paths 

15   Thank 
God He is 
always at our 
right hand 
protecting us 
& helping us 
win our daily 
battles  

16   Pray for 
students 
returning to 
school that 
they grow in 
wisdom and in 
heart 

17 Pray for 
all medical 
staff that they 
stay strong 
and healthy as 
they work to 
save others 

18 Ask God 
to get you 
thru hard 
times for He 
will always 
send you joy 
afterwards 

19   Ask 
God to help 
you clear 
your 
conscience 
so you will 
be free & 
happy again 
in Him 

20 Pray that 
we show 
compassion 
and love to 
those who 
are hurting 

21 Pray for 
those with 
anemia that 
they gain 
strength and 
new life 
again 

22   
Remember 
that God is all 
Love and all 
powerful – 
praise Him for 
loving us 
always 

23   Pray for 
all educators 
beginning a 
new year of 
work and  
guidance 

24   Ask God 
to help all 
struggling 
with this virus 
that they heal 
and stay 
strong 

25   Ask God 
to help guard 
your mouth, 
to speak only 
positively to 
others, so 
they feel 
loved 

26 Thank 
God for 
sending His 
angels to 
watch over 
& protect us 

27 Pray for 
young, 
single 
parents who 
balance life, 
work and 
kids on their 
own  

28 Take 
time to be 
with your 
family & 
praise God 
His heart is 
in all of us 

29 Ask God to 
steer you on 
the right path, 
keeping you 
close to Him & 
following His 
ways 

30 Thank 
God He sent 
Jesus to be 
with us every 
day, in our 
hearts & 
through the 
Holy Spirit  

31 Praise God 
for being fully 
reliable – for 
we can always 
depend on 
Him for 
everything 

 “Ask God to 
fill you with 
His peace so 
you can rest 
in His 
presence.” 

 
 
-Sabra 
Ciancanelli 

 

                   Cast all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you.              1st Peter 5:7 
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THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

  
 
 

CCCSA Contributions 
 

We hope everyone is doing great 
during these times.  
 
If you are still wanting to give your 
Sunday contributions you can mail 
them to us here at Central 
Christian Church or now 
contribute via online , through this 
link: https://www.cccsa.org/give 
 
 
Please let us know if you have any 
questions. 
 
 

 
       CCC AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
August 3 Mary Scott 
August 4 Randy Tucker 
August 6 Katherine Farmer 
August 7 Ruby Kathleen Bettis 
August 9 Irene Perryman IV 
August 10 Carolyn Tolar 
August 11 Kelli Saucedo 
August 13 Marla Dooley 
August 15 Helen McCoy 
  Joe Lopez 
August 16 Norman Eastman 
August 20 Christopher Perrill 
August 23 Nancy Scott 
August 25 Morris Passmore 
August 27 Bill Napper 
August 28 Ben Carlson 
August 30 John Barry 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
                       1 2 3 4 5                 6 7  

8 
 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

10:50 am  
Worship  
 

 
 
 
 

4:00 pm  
Executive 
Committee 
in the parlor 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 

 

15 
 

10:50 am  
Worship 

 
 
 
 

16 
 

 

                      1 7  
 

              

18 19 20 21 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

                        22 
 
10:50 am  
Worship  
 

                       23                                            24 
     
 

                  25     
 
 
 
 

                 26 
   

 

              27 
 

 
 

                     28 
 
 

                     29 
 
10:50 am 
Worship  
 

30                       31 
 

  
 

                                         
 

 

 

CCC AUGUST CALENDAR 

Please note that due to the COVID-19 stay at home policy, all regular meetings 
scheduled for August will not occur, unless notified by email or telephone.  
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                 Save the date for the Area Women’s retreat  
 
 
 
October 2-3, 2021. All women are invited to attend the CWF retreat at Disciple 
Oaks Camp and Retreat.  
 
Early registration will be $80.00 due by August 1.  
Late registration will be $90.00 due by September 1. 
A special note to those who need or want to drive up Friday night...the cost will 
be $100 by August 1 and $110 by September 1. Please note that the retreat will 
not officially begin until Saturday morning with registration at 10:00. You will be 
on your own for Friday night dinner and Saturday breakfast.  
Go to the Disciple Oaks Camp and Retreat website to register. 
 
https://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/ 
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office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
 
What are you waiting for?  
Follow us on Social Media Today.  
Stay Connected. 
 
@CCCSanAntonio 

 

Our Minister: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
Bob Blake: Staff Minister 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Yazmin Barajas, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

June Airheart, Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
Juneairheart@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 
 

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 


