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Faith	  Formation	  and	  Spiritual	  Formation…word	  pairings	  tossed	  about	  in	  church	  that	  mean	  what,	  exactly?	  	  
Hebrews	  11:1	  defines	  faith	  as	  “	  the	  assurance	  of	  things	  hoped	  for,	  the	  conviction	  of	  things	  not	  seen.”	  And,	  in	  
First	  Corinthians	  14:1,	  the	  Apostle	  Paul	  admonishes	  us	  to	  “Make	  love	  your	  aim	  and	  earnestly	  desire	  the	  
spiritual	  gifts…”.	  	  Accepting	  these	  Biblical	  assertions	  as	  a	  starting	  point,	  then	  the	  process	  by	  which	  one	  
comes	  to	  such	  assurance	  and	  conviction	  and	  seeks	  God’s	  gift	  by	  living	  out	  its	  implications	  would	  seem	  to	  be	  
what	  we	  would	  call	  spiritual	  or	  faith	  formation,	  the	  end	  goal	  of	  this	  formation	  being	  to	  equip	  followers	  of	  
Jesus	  Christ	  for	  lifelong	  discipleship.	  
	  
Many	  people	  think	  of	  this	  formation	  in	  spiritual	  faith	  as	  what	  occurs	  primarily	  during	  Sunday	  School,	  
thanks	  to	  the	  learning	  process	  which	  takes	  place	  as	  learners	  of	  all	  ages	  gain	  knowledge	  of	  the	  Bible	  and	  its	  
application	  to	  their	  lives	  and	  discuss	  contemporary	  issues	  in	  light	  of	  the	  gospel.	  	  Spiritual	  formation,	  
however,	  is	  far	  more	  than	  that.	  	  	  At	  Central	  Christian	  in	  San	  Antonio,	  we	  nurture	  spirit	  and	  faith	  through	  
regular	  worship,	  Bible	  study,	  theological	  discussion,	  prayer,	  meditation,	  sacred	  music,	  mindful	  reflection,	  
interaction	  with	  other	  Christians	  and	  active	  service	  to	  those	  in	  need,	  whether	  within	  the	  walls	  of	  our	  
church	  or	  beyond.	  	  All	  of	  these	  experiences	  help	  to	  deepen	  one’s	  relationship	  with	  and	  understanding	  of	  
God	  as	  we	  journey	  the	  life	  of	  spiritually	  vital	  faith.	  	  Part	  of	  this	  growth	  “formation”	  occurs	  individually	  
during	  private	  devotion,	  but	  most	  often	  in	  places	  where	  the	  faithful	  unite.	  
	  
Can	  one	  grow	  in	  spirit	  and	  faith	  apart	  from	  gathering	  in	  worship?	  	  Absolutely.	  	  Will	  you	  do	  so	  apart	  from	  
gathering	  with	  fellow	  believers?	  
Not	  very	  likely.	  	  Hope	  to	  see	  you	  Sunday.	  	  MichaelP	  
	  

Michael’s Mind      
 

I	  am	  inspired	  by	  and	  borrow	  freely	  from	  an	  article	  written	  by	  Dr.	  David	  Shirey,	  Senior	  
Minister	  at	  another	  “Central	  Christian	  Church,”	  this	  one	  in	  Lexington,	  Kentucky.	  	  His	  
article	  uses	  the	  concept	  of	  faith	  formation.	  	  In	  my	  journey	  I	  have	  often	  thought	  of	  
“spiritual	  formation”	  as	  my	  wording	  selection	  for	  growing	  in	  my	  understanding	  and	  
implementation	  of	  disciplines	  and	  practices	  that	  expand	  my	  understandings	  of	  living	  a	  
life	  of	  faith.	  	  So,	  I	  guess,	  spiritual	  formation	  and	  faith	  formation	  may	  be	  synonyms	  of	  one	  
another.	  	  
	  

 
WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 

connecting with each other 
and the community, and serving others. 
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According to www.pearsoned.com/top-five-qualities-effective-teachers the top five qualities of a great teacher 
are: (1) The ability to develop relationships with their students. (2) patient, caring, and kind personality. (3) 
Knowledge of learners. (4) Dedication to teaching. (5) Engaging students in learning.  I would like to add just one 
more:  Love for the students.   

As their teacher, you have the unique privilege of being the hands and feet of Jesus to your students… and for 
some, you may be the first person who has ever done so.  Your students will come to you from all walks of life, 
and I want to encourage you to take the time to get to know them and to get to know their stories. 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-11 reminds us, “Keep this in mind: The Teacher was considered wise, and he taught the people 
everything he knew. He listened carefully to many proverbs, studying and classifying them. The Teacher sought to 
find just the right words to express truths clearly.” (NLT) 

As you work with your students this year, please seek out just the “right words” to encourage and shape the next 
generation. Teach them to be kind, and to “do what is right and to love mercy” (Micah 6:8 paraphrased). The 
world will teach them to be angry and harsh…make your classroom a place of peace and gentleness. 

Remember that your job is not only to speak, but to listen. Hear what they say… and what they don’t. Let them 
know that they have a safe place to share their feelings and teach them to respect the right of others to do the 
same. 

The classroom is a mission field.  Show your children through your words and actions that you love them.  Pray 
for them and pray over them.  Pray over their families.  Use encouraging words, even when it seems there is 
nothing encouraging to say. Remind their parents that you support them and want to help their children succeed.  
Above all, remember that the greatest thing that you can do for your students is to love them. 

“To the world you may be one person; but to one person you may be the world.” Dr. Seuss 

“… to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, 
even more will be demanded.”  Jesus (Luke 12:48) 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Nelson Torres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Associate Minister’s Corner: A Note to Our Teachers  
 

Another school year has begun, and I want to take the time to encourage all our 
teachers as they begin again in the classroom.  But first, I want to also encourage all of 
us to keep our teachers and their students in our prayers. 
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To	  kick	  off	  our	  youth	  program	  this	  semester,	  I	  tasked	  them	  with	  making	  a	  covenant	  with	  each	  
other.	  A	  covenant	  being	  a	  list	  of	  promises	  to	  each	  other	  and	  with	  God	  about	  our	  time	  together	  
in	  church.	  I	  made	  a	  list	  of	  bible	  verses	  that	  I	  had	  them	  read	  aloud.	  They	  eventually	  picked	  one	  
they	  could	  see	  as	  meaningful	  to	  the	  whole	  group.	  Naturally,	  they	  picked	  one	  that	  I	  did	  not	  
expect.	  They	  picked	  Deuteronomy	  31:6,	  “Be	  strong	  and	  bold;	  have	  no	  fear	  or	  dread	  of	  them,	  
because	  it	  is	  the	  Lord	  your	  God	  who	  goes	  with	  you;	  he	  will	  not	  fail	  you	  or	  forsake	  you.”	  Wow,	  
super	  cool!	  That’s	  what	  they	  need	  to	  hear	  from	  God	  in	  their	  time	  of	  new	  experiences	  and	  
transition.	  
	  	  
While	  I	  know	  most	  of	  us	  are	  not	  starting	  at	  a	  new	  school	  or	  a	  new	  grade	  level,	  we	  are	  still	  
opening	  up	  ourselves	  for	  a	  mix	  up	  in	  our	  routine.	  May	  the	  youth	  inspire	  you	  as	  they	  are	  taking	  
those	  bold	  steps	  in	  their	  lives	  and	  in	  their	  spirituality.	  God	  is	  with	  us	  in	  our	  summer	  breaks,	  and	  
God	  is	  with	  us	  in	  our	  regularly	  scheduled	  fall	  meetings	  and	  gatherings.	  God	  wants	  us	  to	  think	  
about	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  we	  may	  be	  bold	  in	  our	  faith	  and	  bold	  in	  our	  world.	  	  
	  
As	  we	  begin	  a	  new	  season,	  may	  we	  also	  find	  the	  strength	  to	  think	  about	  the	  courageous	  ways	  
we	  might	  be	  able	  to	  serve	  and	  explore	  new	  ways	  of	  our	  faith.	  May	  we	  lift	  each	  other	  up	  and	  
keep	  our	  promises	  together,	  in	  covenant	  with	  each	  other.	  In	  change	  of	  season	  and	  change	  of	  
venue	  (and	  hopefully	  change	  of	  weather)	  may	  we	  feel	  the	  peace	  of	  God,	  because	  the	  Divine	  
does	  not	  fail	  nor	  abandon	  you.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
 

“I will never break my covenant with you.” 
Judges 2:1 

	  
	  

Rev. Katherine B. Wright 

 

It’s	  good	  to	  be	  back	  in	  the	  swing	  of	  things.	  I’ve	  mentioned	  it	  before,	  I	  really	  
do	  love	  summer	  ministry,	  but	  then	  I	  crave	  the	  routine	  of	  the	  regular	  school	  
year.	  You	  could	  say	  that	  I	  want	  to	  have	  my	  cake	  and	  eat	  it,	  too.	  I	  love	  that	  
the	  summer	  allows	  us,	  particularly	  youth	  and	  children,	  an	  extra-‐long	  time	  
to	  devote	  to	  God.	  Don’t	  get	  me	  wrong,	  the	  summer	  can	  go	  away	  in	  a	  blink	  
of	  an	  eye	  as	  well.	  However,	  the	  routine	  of	  the	  fall	  brings	  with	  us	  a	  routine	  
of	  time	  with	  God.	  	  
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HONORARIA  January – July 2018 
 

      In Honor of Jean Schuyler    In Honor of Kaylee R. Forsyth 
                                 To Endowment Scholarship Fund                To Endowment Scholarship Fund 
                                       Patricia & Roger Garland                               Patricia & Roger Garland 

 
                                 In Honor of Fran Hiesser     In Honor of Fran Hiesser 
                                 To Endowment Scholarship Fund                               To Barbara Garverick Sewing Fund 
                                       Patricia & Roger Garland                                                          Cynthia Woolley 
                                       Rev. Katherine B. Wright 

 
                                 In Honor of Karen Bessette    In Honor of Diane & Katherine Farmer 
                                 To Music Ministry    To Barbara Garverick Sewing Fund 
                                         Cristina E. Slaughter                                                              Cristina E. Slaughter 
 

MEMORIALS  January – July 2018 
 

For the CCC Endowment Fund 
In Memory of:  Crystelle Kuhlman – Evelyn & Ray Nell Batot 

Susan Aune 
Mike & Lisa Hansen 
Cristina E. Slaughter 

Cecille Martinez 
 

For the CCC Scholarship Endowment Fund 
In Memory of:  Howard Reina – Patricia & Roger Garland 

                       Lola Burton – Patricia & Roger Garland 
                        John Farmer – Patricia & Roger Garland 

 
In Memory of Crystelle Kuhlman - Barry & Suzanne Beresik 

James Percival 
Randy & Teresa Myers 
Dan & Judy Saucedo 

Michael Clayton 
Garvin & Judy Forisha 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

For the Music Ministry 
In Memory of:  Oliver Kee – Cristina Battani 
                           Lola Burton – Rae R. Burton 

                                                       Mary Ann Smith 
 

For the Building Fund 
In Memory of:  Oliver Kee – Grace & John Donnelly 

                  Betty Minyard – Lisbeth Lokey 
                                                    Gretchen Williams 

 
In Memory of:  Philip Inthasith – James Percival 

 
For the Barbara Garverick Sewing Fund 

In Memory of:  Philip Inthasith – Barbara & Allen Garverick 
In Memory of:  Lola Burton – Barbara & Allen Garverick 

In Memory of:  Crystelle Kuhlman – Cecille Martinez 
 

For Christian Women’s Fellowship 
In Memory of:  Crystelle Kuhlman – Cristina E. Slaughter 

07.25.18 
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For the San Antonio 300th birthday celebration, we are marking the milestone by collecting food 

for the Inman Christian Center pantry. 
Thank you so much for those that have already given food, let’s continue to do so! 

For the month of September we will be collecting small/medium bags of rice and/or beans. 
Please donate what you can! 

	  
	   	  

 

 
	  
September	  1	  	   Deby	  Stelling	   	   	   September	  16	   Nancy	  Carter	  
	   	   	   Nelson	  Torres	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   September	  18	   Christie	  Adams	  
September	  3	  	   Martha	  Eastman	  
	   	   	   Harry	  Steel	   	   	   	   September	  22	   Linda	  Grimm	  
	  
September	  11	   Dally	  Dow	   	   	   	   September	  27	   Leonard	  Zach	  Llanas	  
	   	   	   Ashley	  Forsyth	   	   	   	   	   	   Jessica	  Villarreal	  
	   	   	   Katherine	  McGuyre	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   September	  28	   Ruru	  Chen	  
September	  12	   Misty	  Drake	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   September	  30	   Jackson	  Caldwell	  
September	  13	   Yvonne	  Bettis	   	   	   	   	   	   Lydia	  Caldwell	  
	   	   	   Robert	  Caldwell	   	   	   	   	   	   Nicholas	  Caldwell	  
	  
September	  15	   Tim	  Tolar	  

	  
	  

Birthday	  cake	  is	  served	  in	  the	  Parlor,	  following	  Worship,	  on	  the	  third	  Sunday	  of	  each	  month.	  

“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith you will receive.” 
Matthew 21:22	  

Please keep our family and friends in your prayers.	  
June & Rusty Crowley Stan Silvus 

Cheryl Dorton Roger Tolar 
  

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
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Sunday, September 30 following Worship 
 

BUILD-A-BURGER 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Church will provide burgers, fixings, chips and drinks 
BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The first Sunday in October is World Communion Sunday. 
 

This year, as we partake of the Lord’s Supper with congregations across the globe, we will 
welcome the 7th Army Soldiers' Chorus, as they worship with us and provide music for our 
service. Founded in 1963 by Gen. Al Harris, in Mannheim, Germany, the purpose of the Chorus 
was (and still is) to entertain American troops stationed in Germany and to enhance German-
American relations by performing for German audiences. In 1966, John Casey, then stationed 
in Heidelberg, became the second director and commanding officer of the chorus. For the 
first 10 years of its existence the chorus was all male. In the mid 1970s the chorus became co-
ed and eventually evolved into what is today the United States Army Europe Chorus, a part of 
the USAREUR Band. 
 
We hope you join us in worship.  

 

 

 



 7 

 
A note from our friends at Connection Christian Church, Odessa, Texas… 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10:50 am 
Worship 
 

Labor 
Day 

Church Office 
& Childcare 

Center CLOSED 

9:30 am CWF 
Group 1 

10:30 am 
CWF Groups 

2/3 
6:30 pm Prayer 

Gathering 

6:30 pm Ministry 
for Military 

6:30 pm 
Handbells 

7:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

10:50 am 
Worship 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Meet 

11:30 am 
Alamo Cluster 

9:00 am 
Benevolent 

Sewing 
6:30 pm Board 

of Stewards 
 

6:30 pm Ministry 
for Military 

6:30 pm 
Handbells 

7:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10:50 am 
Worship 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Meet 

 11:00 am CWF 
11:45 am CWF 

Luncheon 

6:30 pm Ministry 
for Military 

6:30 pm 
Handbells 

7:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

  9:00 am 
CMF 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10:50 am 
Worship 

5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Meet 

  6:30 pm Ministry 
for Military 

6:30 pm 
Handbells 

7:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

   

30  
 

“There is a time in the last few days of summer when the ripeness of autumn fills the air.” 
- Rudolfo Anaya 

10:50 am 
Worship 

12:15 pm 
Endowment 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Youth Meet 

Build-a-Burger 

 

 

 
 

Jackson Pollock, Autumn Rhythm (No. 30), 1950 
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CCC SEPTEMBER 2018 PRAYER CALENDAR!

!!!Sunday!
!
“Prayer!is!
exhaling!the!
spirit!of!man!
and!inhaling!!

!!!Monday!!
!
the!Spirit!of!
God.”!
!
9Edwin!Keith!

!!!Tuesday! Wednesday! !Thursday! !!!Friday! !Saturday!
1!!Pray!for!
friends!in!
assisted!living,!
that!they!feel!
comforted!&!
loved!

2!!!!!
Pray!for!all!
Grandparents!
and!thank!
them!for!their!
loving!
examples!to!us!

3!Labor&Day&
Pray!for!all!
who!labor,!
that!their!
work!is!holy/!
meaningful!
to!God!

4!!&Prayer&
&Gathering&
!
Pray!for!our!
relatives!who!
are!ill,!they!
they!recover!
&!thrive!

5!!Pray!for!all!
sufferers!of!
ill!effects!
from!
medications,!
that!they!
find!healthy!
regimen!

6!!!Pray!for!
those!with!
financial!
troubles,!
that!they!
receive!help!
&!ease!of!
burdens!

7!!Pray!for!
youngsters!
working!for!
first!time,!
that!they!
learn!&!
grow!in!
their!jobs!

8!!!Pray!for!
unnamed!
friends!whose!
relatives!are!in!
need!of!loving!
prayer,!that!
they!all!know!
God’s!love!

9!!!Pray!&!be!
thankful!for!
the!many!kind!
people!who!
have!touched!
our!lives!in!a!
positive!way!

10!!Pray!for!
those!going!
thru!big!life!
changes,!
that!they!
know!God!is!
always!near!

11!!!Pray!for!
those!
undergoing!
knee!&!hip!
surgeries,!that!
they!
heal/recover!

12!!!Pray!for!
wounded!
warriors,!
that!they!
heal!&!
remain!
strong!

13!!!Pray!for!
our!adult!
children!as!
they!raise!
their!own!
families!

14!!!Pray!for!
our!seniors,!
that!they!
always!
receive!love!
&!caring!!

15!!!Pray!for!all!
elderly!
neighbors!that!
they!know!they!
are!important!
and!not!
forgotten!

16!!!Pray!for!all!
the!programs!
of!our!church,!
for!our!church!
family!to!feel!
God’s!love!
everywhere!

17!!!Pray!for!
all!guardians!
of!children,!
and!bless!
their!hearts!
&!caring!
efforts!

18!!!Pray!for!
those!who!
have!lost!dear!
friends,!that!
their!
memories!of!
them!remain!!

19!!Pray!for!
those!who!
are!hungry,!
that!they!
receive!
sustenance!

20!!!Pray!for!
new!college!
students,!
that!they!
plan!&!do!
well!in!new!
schools!

21!!Pray!for!
those!who!
do!not!have!
friends!or!
family,!but!
can!know!
God’s!love!

22!!!!Pray!for!all!
who!suffer!from!
Alzheimer’s,!
that!they!be!
surrounded!by!
loved!ones!

23!!!Pray!&!
thank!God!for!
His!blessings!&!
loving!grace!to!
us!each!day!of!
our!lives!

24!!!Pray!for!!
those!who!
suffer!from!
asthma,!that!
they!know!
God’s!breath!

25!!Pray!for!all!
missing!
people,!that!
they!be!found!
&!returned!
safely!home!

26!!!Pray!we!
remember!
that!God!is!
always!with!
us!on!our!
daily!walk!

27!!Pray!for!
those!with!
mental!
struggles!to!
find!peace!
&!comfort!

28!!!Pray!for!!
those!with!
eye!
diseases,!
that!they!
are!healed!

29!!!Pray!for!
young!children!
without!
parents;!that!
they!find!God’s!
love!in!others!

!30!!!Pray!for!
families!who!
have!troubles,!
that!they!find!
comfort,!peace!
&!happiness!

!
I&will&take&the&cup&of&salvation&and&call&upon&

the&name&of&the&Lord.&
Psalm!116:13!
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________________________ 
 
office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
	  
What	  are	  you	  waiting	  for?	  	  
Follow	  us	  on	  Social	  Media	  Today.	  	  
Stay	  Connected.	  
	  
@CCCSanAntonio	  

 
 
 
 

Central Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
 

Our Ministers: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Nelson Torres, Associate Minister 
nelsontorres@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Katherine B. Wright  
Minister of Family Life & Community 
katherinewright@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Cristina E. Slaughter, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Sara Tavitas, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

Jessica Villarreal, Asst. Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
JessicaV@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 


