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Maybe	  it	  “smacks	  of	  arrogance”	  that	  I	  might	  have	  the	  audacity	  to	  question	  what	  some	  
ancient	  council	  calls	  “Doctrine.”	  I	  do	  not	  believe	  that	  sin	  is	  transferred	  in	  the	  human	  DNA.	  	  
What	  happened	  to	  Adam	  or	  Noah	  or	  King	  David	  or	  my	  great-‐grandfather	  should	  not	  be	  my	  
guilt.	  	  “The	  parents	  have	  eaten	  sour	  grapes	  so	  the	  children’s	  teeth	  are	  set	  on	  edge,	  shall	  no	  
longer	  be	  a	  saying	  in	  Israel…each	  person	  shall	  be	  judged	  for	  their	  own	  sin.”	  (Jeremiah	  
31:29-‐30	  paraphrased)	  
	  
Now	  I	  recognize	  that	  “All	  have	  sinned	  and	  fallen	  short	  of	  the	  Glory	  of	  God.”	  (Romans	  3:23)	  
As	  such,	  our	  hope	  is	  in	  the	  grace	  of	  God.	  	  Acknowledging	  we	  have	  all	  fallen	  short	  should	  
hedge	  us	  away	  from	  being	  judgmental.	  	  In	  that	  conversation,	  I	  did	  say	  that	  we	  are,	  every	  one	  
of	  us,	  bent	  toward	  selfishness.	  	  I	  remembered	  the	  Property	  Law	  from	  a	  toddler’s	  perspective	  
even	  in	  the	  church	  nursery:	  
	  
If	  I	  like	  it,	  it’s	  mine.	  	  	  
If	  I	  can	  take	  it	  away	  from	  you,	  it’s	  mine.	  
If	  I	  had	  it	  a	  while	  ago,	  it’s	  mine.	  
If	  I	  say	  it	  is	  mine,	  it’s	  mine.	  
If	  it	  looks	  like	  mine,	  it’s	  mine.	  
If	  I	  say	  I	  saw	  it	  first,	  it’s	  mine.	  
If	  you	  are	  having	  fun	  with	  it,	  it’s	  mine.	  	  
If	  it	  is	  broken,	  it’s	  yours.	  
	  
The	  toddler	  laws	  sound	  more	  like	  the	  political	  environment	  in	  our	  world	  today.	  	  Maybe	  
original	  sin	  is	  a	  Doctrine	  to	  consider.	  	  	  

Michael’s Mind      
 

I	  was	  talking	  with	  some	  of	  our	  church	  members	  the	  other	  day	  about	  the	  
“Doctrine	  of	  Original	  Sin.”	  	  Yes,	  I	  realize	  that	  this	  is	  a	  rather	  heavy	  subject	  to	  
talk	  about.	  	  I	  do	  not	  put	  a	  whole	  lot	  of	  weight	  into	  many	  doctrines,	  as	  such.	  	  I	  
understand	  how	  they	  came	  into	  being,	  the	  historical	  and	  theological	  
questions	  they	  tried	  to	  answer.	  	  But	  by	  someone	  saying,	  “this	  is	  the	  only	  
‘correct	  way’	  to	  think	  or	  believe	  about	  this	  subject,”	  smacks	  of	  arrogance,	  
even	  if	  it	  came	  from	  a	  church	  council.	  	  	  	  

 
WORSHIP, CONNECT, SERVE 

Experiencing life abundant 
through worshipping God, 

connecting with each other 
and the community, and serving others. 
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Well, as I write those words, I know some are filled with a sense of excitement and anticipation of all the 
new school year holds, and others are not as thrilled as they see the challenges ahead. 

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all of our students, especially our college students by 
sharing my advice to Nelson Emanuel on his way to UT Austin:  

1. You must take advantage of every learning opportunity presented to you in the days, weeks and months 
ahead.  From my own personal experience, I can assure you that while the years of education seem to move slow, 
you will look back one day and realize time went much faster than you dreamed possible.   To our parents, stay 
the course and pay the bills.  It will go by fast. 

2. Time to say hello to new friendships and goodbye to some old ones.  One of the most enjoyable aspects 
of school is the network of friends you have developed over the years. Some friendships will last a lifetime, while 
others will be separated by different careers and distance.  Learn to always be a good friend. 

3. I want to challenge you to develop your relationship with the Lord; know that He will be there for you 
as you go through your years of school as well as after your graduation.    

Here’s a great word from God to Joshua as he faced tremendous challenges in Deuteronomy 31:5-6 
(NIV) The Lord will deliver them to you, and you must do to them all that I have commanded you.  Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” 

4. Be a person of character and integrity. Our world needs to see your character and integrity. Live it 
out!  Too many people are intent on “being” characters, instead of having character! 

Look at this great scripture on how even someone young can be a leader as Paul writes to a very young 
minister named Timothy – 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 

If our students would simply take 1 Timothy 4:12 to heart and make them their goals each school year, the 
impact on our schools, families and churches would be amazing! 

To all our students, please know we are here for you and if you need anything throughout the year, don’t 
hesitate to contact us here at Central Christian Church, San Antonio TX.  
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Rev. Nelson Torres 
OLLU Dad 
UT Austin Dad 
DTS Husband 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Associate Minister’s Corner: A Note to Our Students and Parents!  
 

 The 2018-2019 school year is in full session now!  Our new college students 
are by now getting a much better understanding of college life and what it is all 
about.  We, parents, are also realizing how expensive such a life is.   The Torres 
family now has Nelson Emanuel starting his bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts at 
University of Texas in Austin, Melanie is doing her master’s degree in Speech 
Therapy at Our Lady of the Lake University and my beautiful wife, Roxana got 
accepted to attend Dallas Theological Seminary for her Doctor in Ministry 
(DMin).  Vacation time is over; it is now time for School! 
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However,	  plans	  can	  change	  and	  my	  shoes	  can’t	  walk	  without	  me.	  My	  spouse’s	  flight	  is	  delayed	  
for	  four	  hours.	  I	  locked	  myself	  out	  of	  my	  house	  (talk	  about	  the	  organization	  thing!)	  or	  someone	  
gets	  sick	  and	  plans	  are	  forced	  to	  cancel.	  When	  I	  have	  to	  change	  plans	  because	  I	  am	  sick,	  that	  
feeling	  is	  worse	  than	  whatever	  the	  sickness	  has	  done	  to	  my	  body.	  	  
 

In	  between	  our	  readings	  from	  James	  is	  a	  passage	  on	  patience	  that	  spoke	  to	  me.	  James	  5:7-‐8	  
says,	  “Be	  patient,	  therefore,	  until	  the	  coming	  of	  the	  Lord.	  The	  farmer	  waits	  for	  the	  precious	  crop	  
from	  the	  earth,	  being	  patient	  with	  it	  until	  it	  receives	  the	  early	  and	  the	  late	  rains.	  You	  also	  must	  
be	  patient.	  Strengthen	  your	  hearts,	  for	  the	  coming	  of	  the	  Lord	  is	  near.”	  
	  
I	  grew	  up	  in	  the	  country	  around	  farmland.	  During	  the	  summer	  corn	  would	  grow,	  taller	  than	  me,	  
around	  my	  house.	  We	  would	  be	  turning	  the	  corner	  and	  all	  you	  could	  see	  from	  the	  other	  street	  
would	  be	  a	  brown	  roof.	  I	  wish	  I	  could	  tell	  you	  stories	  of	  playing	  in	  the	  crops,	  but	  I	  honestly	  was	  
too	  scared	  of	  getting	  lost	  and	  not	  finding	  my	  way	  home.	  	  
	  
Like	  farming,	  what	  we	  create	  in	  our	  world	  is	  precious	  and	  life-‐giving.	  What	  we	  produce	  as	  a	  
church	  comes	  together	  with	  our	  work	  and	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  We	  need	  to	  remind	  ourselves	  of	  
that	  patience	  that	  James	  pushes	  us	  toward.	  We	  need	  to	  let	  the	  time	  pass	  while	  the	  crops	  grow.	  
We	  might	  have	  our	  own	  plan	  for	  what	  our	  future	  holds,	  and	  yet	  things	  beyond	  our	  control	  come	  
crashing	  down	  in	  front	  of	  us.	  	  May	  we	  plant	  God’s	  seeds	  and	  do	  all	  we	  can	  to	  let	  them	  flourish,	  
even	  if	  it’s	  not	  what	  we	  expect	  to	  happen.	  

 
	  

	  

Rev. Katherine B. Wright 

 

I	  don’t	  know	  about	  you,	  but	  organization	  does	  not	  come	  naturally	  to	  me.	  
My	  desk	  is	  usually	  stacked	  up	  with	  open	  books	  and	  supplies	  from	  old	  
projects.	  At	  home,	  I	  am	  the	  same	  way,	  my	  shoes	  are	  on	  the	  floor	  and	  the	  
materials	  for	  last	  night’s	  dinner	  are	  on	  the	  counter.	  However,	  one	  thing	  
that	  I	  do	  organize	  well	  is	  my	  time.	  I	  like	  to	  have	  a	  plan	  for	  my	  day	  or	  my	  
weekend.	  I	  like	  to	  know	  where	  I	  am	  going,	  what	  I	  am	  doing,	  and	  how	  long	  
I’ll	  be	  there.	  	  
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For the San Antonio 300th birthday celebration, we are marking the milestone by collecting food 

for the Inman Christian Center pantry. 
Thank you so much for those that have already given food, let’s continue to do so! 

For the month of September we will be collecting peanut butter and jelly. 
Please donate what you can! 

	  
	   	  

 

 
 
 
 
 

October	  1	   Breana	  Adam	   	   	   	   October	  17	   Jacob	  Crisp	  
Ashley	  Carlson	   	   	   	   	   	   Josh	  Wilson	  

	   	  
	   October	  3	   Norma	  Deal	   	   	   	   	   October	  18	   Scott	  Dow	  
	   	   	   Stan	  Silvus	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Keith	  Greene	   	   	   	   October	  21	   Pat	  Garland	  
	   	   	   Roland	  Rodriguez	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   October	  23	   Colt	  Dow	  
	   October	  4	   Sabrina	  Martinez	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   October	  28	   Eliana	  Villarreal	  

October	  14	   Jonah	  Carlson	  	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   October	  30	   Laura	  Dow	  

October	  16	   Jim	  Stelling	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  

Birthday	  cake	  is	  served	  in	  the	  Parlor,	  following	  Worship,	  on	  the	  third	  Sunday	  of	  each	  month.	  

“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith you will receive.” 
Matthew 21:22	  

Please keep our family and friends in your prayers.	  
June & Rusty Crowley Stan Silvus 

Cheryl Dorton Roger Tolar 
  

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
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The first Sunday in October is World Communion Sunday. 
 

This year, as we partake of the Lord’s Supper with congregations across the globe, we will 
welcome the 7th Army Soldiers' Chorus, as they worship with us and provide music for our 
service. Founded in 1963 by Gen. Al Harris, in Mannheim, Germany, the purpose of the Chorus 
was (and still is) to entertain American troops stationed in Germany and to enhance German-
American relations by performing for German audiences. In 1966, John Casey, then stationed 
in Heidelberg, became the second director and commanding officer of the chorus. For the 
first 10 years of its existence the chorus was all male. In the mid 1970s the chorus became co-
ed and eventually evolved into what is today the United States Army Europe Chorus, a part of 
the USAREUR Band. 
 
We hope you join us in worship.  

 
Join us on Monday, October 29 at the Quincy Street parking lot 

for fun games, hot dogs and Halloween treats! 
5:00 – 7:00 pm 

 
(No scary costumes, please) 

 

 
 

Central Christian Church will participate in the area CROP Walk on Sunday, November 4th, 
in the afternoon after church. The CROP Walk supports worldwide hunger relief efforts and a 

percentage of the funds raised supports local food relief organizations. 
If you are interested in walking (or running), would like to sponsor a walker, or for more 

information, please see Dennis Gray, or email Jenny at jgray411@sbcglobal.net 
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OCTOBER 2018 

 

 
Thomas Hart Benton, Cradling Wheat, 1938 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Carillon 
Festival 
Recitals 
by guest 

carillonneurs 
following 
Worship 

Oct. 21, 28 & 
Nov. 4 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 9:30 am CWF 

Grp 1 
10:30 am 

CWF Grps 2-3 
6:30 pm 

Prayer 
Gathering 

6:30 pm 
Ministry for 

Military 
6:30 pm 

Handbells 
7:30 pm Choir 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Women’s Retreat 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
World 

Communion 
Sunday 

10:50 am   
Worship 

5-7 pm Youth 

Columbus 
Day 

Church Office 
& Childcare 

CLOSED 
11:30 am 

Alamo Cluster 

9:00 am 
Benevolent 

Sewing 
6:30 pm  

Board of 
Stewards 

6:30 pm 
Ministry for 

Military 
6:30 pm 

Handbells 
7:30 pm Choir 

 

   

 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

10:50 am 
Worship 

5-7 pm Youth 

  6:30 pm 
Ministry for 

Military 
6:30 pm 

Handbells 
7:30 pm Choir 

 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
10:50 am 

Worship 
Carillon 
Recital 

4 pm 
Wedding 

5-7 pm Youth 

  6:30 pm 
Ministry for 

Military 
6:30 pm 

Handbells 
7:30 pm Choir 

 

  9 am CMF 

28 29 30 31  
BOO! 

 
Happy Halloween! 

 

10:50 am 
Worship 
Carillon 
Recital 

5-7 pm Youth 

5-7 pm 
Trunk or Treat 

 

6:30 pm  
Elders 

 

6:30 pm 
Ministry for 

Military 
6:30 pm 

Handbells 
7:30 pm Choir 
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CCC OCTOBER 2018 PRAYER CALENDAR!
Sunday!

!

Monday!

1!!!!!Pray!for!

those!in!long!

term!assisted!

care,!that!they!

are!peaceful,!

content!&!at!

ease!

Tuesday!

2!!!!Prayer&
Gathering!
Ask!God!to!

help!you!be!

stronger!in!

your!own!

prayer!life!

Wednesday!

3!!Pray!for!

our!Music!

Ministry,!that!

it!soars!with!

praise!&!love!

for!God!

always!

Thursday!

4!

Pray!&!ask!

God!to!help!

you!to!

always!think!

of!others!

first!

Friday!

5!

Pray!for!your!

family!who!

travel!for!

work,!that!

they!are!safe!

&!successful!

!!!Saturday!

6!!Pray!for!

those!whose!

parents!are!

ailing,!that!!

all!may!feel!

God’s!love!&!

comfort!

7!!!Pray!for!our!

Christian!

brothers!

around!the!

world,!that!we!

all!live!&!love!

in!God’s!grace!

8!

Pray!for!those!

who!are!newly!

widowed,!that!

they!find!

comfort!in!the!

Lord!

9!!!Pray!that!

you!remember!

God!is!with!

you!wherever!

you!go!each!

day,!

protecting!you!

10!!Pray!and!

be!thankful!

for!the!many!

kind!people!

who!have!

changed!your!

lives!

11!

Pray!&!thank!

God!for!the!

many!ways!

in!which!He!

provides!for!

us!daily!

12!!!Pray!to!

God!we!do!

not!forget!

those!

weaker!than!

we!&!give!

love!to!all!

13!!!Pray!for!

rest!&!

comfort!of!

mind!so!you!

may!receive!

God’s!words!

clearly!

14!!

Pray!for!all!our!

church!friends,!

that!they!know!

&!feel!God’s!

love!through!us!

15!

Pray!for!those!

with!financial!

troubles;!that!

they!find!a!

good,!stable!!

solution!

16!

Pray!that!

healing!may!

come!to!all!the!

world!and!

between!all!

peoples!

17!!!Pray!for!

those!in!the!

military!that!

they!stay!

protected!as!

they!serve!

our!country!

18!!!Pray!for!
friends!we!

rarely!see,!

that!they!

know!they!are!

remembered!

with!love!

19!!!Pray!to!

&!thank!God!

for!all!

volunteers!

who!serve!

Him!in!their!

daily!walk!

20!!Always!

be!thankful!

for!having!

enough!to!

eat!&!pray!

for!those!

who!do!not!

21!!!

Pray!for!all!our!

youth!that!they!

grow!in!Christ!

as!they!learn!of!

His!love!for!us!

22!!Pray!for!

those!

struggling!with!

addictions,!

that!they!find!

their!way!to!

health!&!love!

23!

Pray!for!all!

seniors!who!

are!struggling!

with!day!to!

day!life!issues!

24!!!Pray!that!

we!can!find!

God’s!love!for!

us!in!the!

world!&!

people!all!

around!us!

25!!Pray!to!&!

thank!God!

for!forgiving!

us!all!our!

sins!&!let!us!

know!His!

love!&!grace!

26!!Pray!that!

our!anxieties!

ease!&!help!

us!to!give!all!

troubles!to!

God!

27!!Pray!that!

we!love!&!

help!our!

neighbors!as!

often!as!we!

can!

28!!!Pray!for!

our!Christian!

Education!

classes,!that!all!

may!learn!of!

God’s!love!and!!

grace!

29!

Pray!for!those!

suffering!from!

catastrophic!

events,!that!

they!receive!

help!&!care!

!

30!!!Pray!&!

thank!God!for!

the!beauty!of!

nature!that!

surrounds!us,!

giving!us!

peace!&!joy!

31!!Pray!for!!

our!children,!

that!they!

remain!joyful!

&!full!of!hope!

for!the!future!

&
“If&your&day&is&hemmed&in&with&prayer,&
it&is&less&likely&to&come&unraveled.”&
&

TCynthia!Lewis!

!!Rejoicing&in&hope;&patient&in&tribulation;&continuing&steadfastly&in&prayer.&
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!!Romans!12:12!
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________________________ 
 
office hours: 8:30-4:30 mon.-fri. 
phone: 210.227.5273 
fax: 210.223.5151 
website: www.cccsa.org 
 
________________________ 
 
	  
What	  are	  you	  waiting	  for?	  	  
Follow	  us	  on	  Social	  Media	  Today.	  	  
Stay	  Connected.	  
	  
@CCCSanAntonio	  

 
 
 
 

Central Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 
 

Our Ministers: 
 
Dr. Michael Passmore, Senior Minister 
michaelpassmore@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Nelson Torres, Associate Minister 
nelsontorres@cccsa.org 
 
Rev. Katherine B. Wright  
Minister of Family Life & Community 
katherinewright@cccsa.org 
 
Our Staff: 
 
George R. Gregory, Organist/Carillonneur 
Dr. Douglas R. Boyer, Minister of Music 
Cristina E. Slaughter, Church Secretary 

210.227.5273 
secretary@cccsa.org 

Cynthia Mendez, Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@cccsa.org 

Jessica Villarreal, Asst. Director 
Childcare Center 210.226.9672 
JessicaV@cccsa.org 

Joe Lopez, Custodian 
 
 

Contact with Central Christian Church 
Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
720 N. Main Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 


