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I am recently home from travels to Austin for Texas Legislative Event (TLE) and to Tempe, Arizona for Leadership 
Development Days (LDD). At both events I was steeped in the community and fellowship of our Sisterhood of Grace. I 
felt the power of our work together and my heart was touched by stories of women, children, and youth who need our 
continued support. They need us to advocate for them with our legislators on issues of health, education, climate and 
economic justice. They need us to show up and show out as we provide services and resources and work with them to 
improve their lives.  

Our UMW sisters also need us to show up and show out. They need us to innovate for growth and change, to 
inspire them to grow spiritually. They need us to think creatively about how to do mission, about how to reach new 
people in new places for Jesus Christ, and about how to use this organization we love to build disciples for the 
transformation of the world.  

At TLE Monday evening dinner, Harriet Jane Olson, UMW CEO and General Secretary, was our speaker and used 
the phrase “an affair of the heart” to describe the work of United Methodist Women. That spoke deeply to me, as I 
thought about the way I had been moved to tears several times during the day. There were heartbreaking videos and 
recordings of children separated at the border crying for their parents. We heard about students who when asked what 
they were going to be responded, “I’ll be in jail.”  

Certainly, as we read or watch the news, the state of our communities, state, country and world has the ability 
to move us. My prayer is that we will be moved to action on behalf of women, children, and youth! To recognize the 
issues is simply not enough. We must speak up, share our ideas about how to address the issues, and then continue 
working until the solutions are found and implemented. This is not work that gets done overnight. It is not without risk. 
We cannot give up or give out.  

We were reminded that “Small acts by large groups change the world.” UMW definitely qualifies as a large 
group. There are 100,000 of us in Texas and 8 times that many overall.  

What are you willing to risk? How are you willing to act? What small thing are you planning that will change the 
world? Get up and get going!       

   In Christ,  
 

 Lynne Grandstaff, CTCUMW, President 

Affair of the Heart 
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PAM PIKERTON-WHITLEY 
EAST DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

 

I was looking through my “2018 Assembly Bag”, and came across the journal book that we used 
throughout our time there.  The title of the journal is, “The Power of Bold – Journey Book”. As we 
move towards the 150 Year Anniversary, I could not help but to think about the women who started 
UMW and their reasons to embrace the Power of Bold. I was drawn to the page that read, “Which 
Generation Are You?” Generation X? Baby Boomer? Millennial? The Great Generation? At the 
assembly we were to talk together with others from all generations, and we had questions to guide 
us with these conversations. I wanted to share some of the questions with you. 

• How were you first welcomed into a UMW event or space? My first experience was 
with Mission u. Because I worked with the youth at the church I attended, my pastor asked if I 
would take a group to Mission u. The event was held at Scarritt Bennett Center, which was 
once a college campus. That experience changed me in that it started me on the journey I am 
on with UMW. I wanted to know more. I wanted to do more. It was a welcoming space. A 
place where everyone came together for the same purpose. I went from taking youth to 
Mission u, to training youth leaders for service at Mission u.  
 

• What are the different needs between the generations that we need to remember? 
I have met so many women on this journey; different generations, different needs, sharing the 
same purpose. I feel we need to remember that generations work towards the same purpose 
in different ways. Some generations need more hands on work, some may express needs in 
more creative ways than others.  

As we move in this New Year, I encourage everyone to take a moment to reflect on the following: 1) 
How can we meet different needs in our settings? 2) How can we create appealing spaces and 
activities for different generations? 3) What could we learn from a generation other our own about 
mobilizing for action? 4) How will you be intentional in listening to others?  We are women inspired 
by women who embraced the Power of Bold!  Let’s continue to be bold as we create spaces for all. 

Pam Pinkerton-Whitley 

East District President 
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By Patty Lee 

     It’s time – NOW!  Be counted in the 2018 membership census. Each and every member is 
important, that is why the count appears yearly. This is a report that only takes minutes to 
complete.  The Census Link can be found on the United Methodist Women’s website or you 
can forward the direct link:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2018.  I encourage each 
District M, N, and O Coordinator to remind their individual UMW group to take time to 
complete this census. 

      Let’s get our heads together to encourage each other to invite ladies to join us. We could 
highlight our studies, gatherings (such as Legislative Event and Sing –a-Rainbow) Bible Studies, 
Prayer Calendar, programs and of course, fellowship. This is effective by sharing in church 
(maybe bulletin inserts), Sunday school classes and testimonials. That one-to-one contact is 
maybe how most of us first became interested in UMW.  Don’t hesitate to speak out loud and 
proud of who we are. 

      Finally, plan now for UMW Sunday.  I would love to hear how you celebrate.  Yes, it is 150 
years in existence and a birthday party, don’t forget the cake and balloons.  Let’s try to go 
beyond just ushering, which we know is important, but maybe go beyond by sharing our story.  
Please send me pictures and anything you want to tell others about this event. 

Blessings for a great 2019, 

Patty Lee, CTC- M, N,& O Coordinator 

prlee@suddenlink.net 
 
  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2018
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Why should people of faith be engaged in 
Social Action and Advocacy?   

 Congregations are permitted to 
advocate and educate the 
community on issues of inequality 
and other injustices.  

 It is complicated to “love our 
neighbors” when we have no 
personal contact with those in need and churches can provide a bridge between neighbors. 

 Do we know our community – its weaknesses and its strengths? Our community connections 
can help us understand the link between our church’s ministry and the public systems. 

 Spiritual understanding should guide us today to do what is just and ethical. 
 Better people make a better society. 
 Because of our faith - become familiar with the social justice teachings of our denomination. 

This will enable us to speak with more authority on social justices. 
 We need to witness for justice at all times even if against the majority.  
 We need to speak up as an act of love and try to understand where the other person is 

coming from. 
 To leave a legacy, we may not see the immediate benefit as change is a process. 
 Because Amen means we are just beginning. 

 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

 

United Methodist Women interprets this biblical passage from Luke 4:18 as a model and a mandate 
for Christian social action and advocacy. The United Methodist Women has been challenging social 
injustice for almost 150 years and has improved, and still is improving, the lives of women, children 
and youth nationally and internationally. In all advocacy efforts United Methodist Women supports its 
work with a scriptural basis and adheres to the denominational mandates in the Book of Discipline 
and Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church. United Methodist Women works in 
partnership with coalitions on many justice issues to extend its reach. 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-advocacy 

(NRSV) Proverbs 21:3  

“To do righteous and 
justice is more acceptable 

to the Lord than 
sacrifice.” 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-advocacy
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Social Action cont’d 

OUR PRIORITY ISSUES FOR THIS QUADRENNIUM ARE: CRIMINALIZATION OF 
COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, CLIMATE JUSTICE, MATERNAL AND 
CHILD HEALTH 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues 

The Central Texas Conference United Methodist Women hosts several events each year to give you a chance 
to be involved in social action and advocacy.  
 
 January, 26-29th 2019, United Methodist Women Legislative Event. Texas Impact texasimpact.org 

informs attendees from 5 different Texas annual conferences on actions  they can do at the individual, 
congregational, and conference levels to advance UMW advocacy priorities. At ctcumw.org click on 
Announcements to find the link to register. 

   
 February 16, 2019, annual Charter for Racial Justice event “Sing a Rainbow” at Cogdell United 

Methodist Church in Waco, Texas. Our topic is “Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline” with 
special speaker Emily Jones, UMW Executive for Racial Justice. (Our past “Sing a Rainbow” 
events: 2018 - Stephenville UMC Immigrant and Refugee Women and Children. 2017 - Acton 
UMC Maternal/Child Health.) At ctcumw.org click on Registration to register. 

 
 August 2-4, 2019 Mission u at Glen Lake Camp or August 5-10, 2019 District Mission u One Day 

Events at various churches in each district. 
 

Susan Torpy 

Central Texas Conference 

Social Action Coordinator 

Swtorpy1990@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#race
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#race
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#econ
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#climate
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#health
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues#health
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues
mailto:Swtorpy1990@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
Central Texas Conference United Methodist Women  Presents 

Mission u 2019! 
Take a deep dive into the Gospel of Mark, the topic of money, 

and the inspiring story of women organized for mission. 

THIS YEAR, OUR STUDIES ARE: 
 

• Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf 
• Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission by Ellen Blue 
• What About Our Money? A Faith Response by Susan K. Taylor 
• Additional studies on the gospel of Mark for children and youth 

 
Location: 
Glen Lake Camp and Retreat Center, Glen Rose, Texas  
August 2-4, 2019 
 
One Day District Mission Studies 
August 5-10, 2019 
 
For Further Information: 
www.ctcumw.org 
 
Billie L. Ray, Dean 
billie.ray@att.net 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ctcumw.org/
mailto:billie.ray@att.net
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Register at ctcumw.org 

 

CTC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat 

March 8-9 2019 

Arrowhead Camp & Retreat Center 

5236 North FM 199 Cleburne, TX 76033 

For questions, please call Becky at 817-948-3097 
or email beckyumwretreat@gmail.com 

 

 

@ CTCUMW.ORG 

 

 

 

Hello , I am so Happy to Serve in this capacity this year. I 
just wanted to give a little note to let you know a few 
guidelines I have set for myself.  I’m willing to be available 
to each district for helps, uploads and redesigns to their 
page. However, since its not my “full – time” job      ( smile) 

I will need to schedule times to “ work” on our Wonderful Webpage. I have set into my schedule the  1st 
Saturday, the last Saturday and the mid week of the month on Monday & Wednesday to be completely available 
to CTC UMW web.  Example for March – March 2,March 30 and March 11, 12 mid-month  So if you send something and 
its not done immediately know , its coming. Please know that if there is something you need done expediously. I 
will always try to help do that with a phone call or text alerting me to such. Please be patient as I’m getting to know 

our system and Thank you, it’s an Honor to  SERVE.  


	Pam Pikerton-Whitley East District President
	Our priority issues for this quadrennium are: Criminalization of Communities of Color, Economic Inequality, Climate Justice, Maternal and Child Health


