
 

  

I have a new blessing to thank God for this year- my first granddaughter, Miriam 

Harriet Grandstaff, was born October 29. Learning to be Gramma Lynne is now an 

important part of each day. 

Thanks to each one who participated in our Annual Autumn Gathering and 

Leadership Development on October 12. Keller UMW hosted and did an outstanding 

job! We were inspired and challenged by Katelyn Hansen to approach our lives from an 

attitude of abundance rather than scarcity. She shared not only the philosophy, but also 

practical ways to apply it. 

Training for District officers and a mission project in Keller UMC’s Resource Center 

were also part of the day. Those working in the Resource Center accomplished 

everything on the “To Do List” created by our leader for the project, Beki Picus. Well 

done, Ladies! 

2020 CTC UMW Resource Books were distributed to those in attendance. I have 

additional copies that can be requested. Please call or email me if you’d like one. The 

cost for the book and shipping will be $8.00. The book will also be available online at 

our website, ctcumw.org, in the member area. 

This issue of CrossTies is full of information about events that are coming in the 

spring of 2020– Texas Legislative Event, Sing A Rainbow, Spiritual Growth Retreat and 

South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Conference. Please make plans to attend! 

Our final event of 2019 is the Christmas Party for UCC ACT III. We will host the party 

at Bethlehem Community Center on December 10 from 5:30-7p,m If you are able to 

assist with serving dinner, providing crafts or a game for the students, contributing 

cookies for the Cookie Walk, or sending a contribution to help fund the event, please 

let me know. 

I pray that in this season you will be able to enjoy time with family and friends, 

slow 

Blessed to serve with you, 
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On Thursday evening, October 17, the UMW unit at Keller United 

Methodist Church welcomed Gorethy Nabushosi from the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. Gorethy started a sewing school for women, 

who otherwise would have no way of earning a living. Our Sisters of 

Sewing Circle connected with Congo Restoration and Gorethy, and they 

are providing sewing bags twice a year for the graduates of the sewing 

school. 

In September of this year, Gorethy’s newest dream was realized 

when the Girls’ School of Compassion was opened in the Congo. With 

two classrooms for first and second grades, the school provides a 

chance for education for girls, who normally have no opportunity to 

attend a school. 

There are many opportunities to support the Congo Restoration 

project and to donate through their UMCOR Advance number. For 

more information, please contact Dawn McMullan through the Congo 

Restoration website. 

 

Julie McLauchlin 

Keller UMC UMW member 

From around the conference >>> 

 Keller United Methodist UMW Hosts 
Speaker from DRC 
 

Time to Register >>> 

Membership, Nurture, & 
Outreach Census

Census Submission 
Deadline: Monday, 
March 30, 2020. 

The United Methodist 
Women will never share 
contact information 
outside the organization 
without permission. 

 

It is that time of year, we are all so busy. Thank you to 

each of you, busy or not, you get things done. Let’s not 

forget our UMW Census for 2019. Your information is 

due now, so go to your computer, and answer the easy 

questions at: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census/2019. 

Good job, and thank you. 

We have heard many great suggestions at our recent 

local officer training events. It is good to share ideas and 

implement new ideas. Keep in touch with other 

members of your District. 

Blessings for a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. 

Patty Lee, CTC-UMW, Membership, Nurture, & Outreach 

file:///C:/Users/Annie/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.Office.Desktop_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalCache/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census/2019


 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Special Guest 
 

Denise Blakely  
 

Denise was born in Augusta GA, at Ft. Gordon Army 

Hospital. Both of her parents were in the Army. Dad was a 

Drill Sergeant and a Military Policeman. Mom was also an 

MP. The military moved her parents to many different duty 

stations so she had the opportunity to live in several states 

and also, Germany, Italy and the Philippines. She attended 

Catholic Schools for elementary, middle, and high school. 

Somehow, during this time she fell in love with the 

Sacredness of God. Not long after high school, she 

finished Brookhaven College, met her true love, Marshall, 

got married and recently celebrated their forty-fourth 

anniversary. They have been blessed with two wonderful 

sons, William and Evan. 
 

In the last 40 years she has, worked for the IRS, ATT, 

Sprint, Trans Union, and co-owned a business with her 

husband. However, she states, nothing in her life compares 

to the Call of Christ. 

In the last twenty years she’s served on various boards in 

the United Methodist Church including The Emmaus 

Board of Central Texas Conference, Conference 

Nominations Board, Board of Inclusiveness, and The Old 

Waco District Leadership Team. In the public sector, she 

currently serves on the East Ft. Worth Business 

Association Executive  Board  Mayor Price’s Faith 

Leadership Cabinet of Ft Worth,and President side 

Ministries Board. She co-authored a devotional, “If I 

Could Not Pray,” with the African-American Clergy 

Women of our Conference. She is currently the Associate 

Pastor/Community Minister, at Meadowbrook UMC in Ft. 

Worth TX.  In 2012, Denise received the Harry Penman 

Award for Evangelism. She is an Associate Member in the 

Central Texas Conference. 

 

Option congue nihil imperdiet doming 

id quod mazim placerat facer minim 

veni am ut wisi enim ad minimeniam, 

quis erat nostr uexerci tation llam 

corper nostru exerci tation ullam. 

CTC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat 2020 

 
Please Join us , for the  2020 Spiritual Growth 

Retreat There will be three in-depth sessions 

with Rev. Denise Blakley, one on Friday 

evening and two on Saturday. The sessions will 

build on each other, taking us deeper into the 

understanding that God is our protector in all 

ways and things, always and forever. 

Psalm 91:2 I say to the Lord, “ You are my 

refuge, my stronghold! You are my God-the 

one I trust.” The retreat closes on Saturday 

afternoon with a worship service, although we 

will be singing and worshiping all during the 

retreat. Our great musical team is Leslie 

Woodward and Marilyn Nance! On Friday 

evening, weather permitting, we will have a 

campfire and s'mores for those who wish to 

participate. Arrowhead Camp and Retreat 

Center has trails and other outdoor activity 

opportunities foryou to enjoy, if you choose to 

do so. 

 

The registration forms are included in this 

Crossties. 

 

Join us for a meaningful time with God and a 

fantastic time with old and new friends! 

Growth... Spiritual 



!



  



 

 

 

Together, we are building our legacy 
A Legacy Builder moves forward the mission of United Methodist Women by making a monthly gift of $18.69 

or more to The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of United Methodist Women's 150th 

anniversary. Just as our foremothers invested in our future in 1869, gifts to the campaign will ensure 

that United Methodist Women continues to prepare future generations of women to practice mutuality in 

mission, working to transform the lives of women, children and youth in deeper and even more impactful 

ways. 
 

What is the impact of my giving 
 
Endowing core expenses will equip United Methodist Women to make even more of a difference in the lives of 

women, children and youth in communities around the world, for example: 

  

Providing healthy snacks to an afterschool program for children living in poverty in rural Kentucky. 

  

Supplying books for an international scholarship recipient in the Philippines. 

  

Purchasing baby chicks to create entrepreneurship opportunities for women and youth in Mozambique. 

Join Us 
  

Join our supporters & spread hope to the world 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/legacybuilder 

 

  

San Benito, Texas 
Randie Clawson, a member of 
United Methodist Women from 
Traverse City, Michigan, teaches a 
class in English as a Second 
Language at the Posada 
Providencia, a shelter in San Benito, 
Texas, for people in crisis from all 
over the world who are seeking 
legal refuge in the United States.  
 

Bulacan, Philippines 
Christian Love Daroy-Gagno, the 
program director of the Kapatiran-
Kaunlaran Foundation(KKFI), 
helps a girl learn about the letter 
N in a KKFI-sponsored preschool 
in Pulilan, a village in Bulacan, 
Philippines. KKFI is supported by 
United Methodist Women. 
 

Council, Alaska 
A girl speaks to other campers 
gathered in a circle at a Tobacco 
Free Camp near Council, Alaska. 
The Nome Community Center, 
supported by United Methodist 
Women, sponsors the yearly camp. 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/legacybuilder


 

Central Texas Conference: Sing A Rainbow 2020 

 

“Poverty Among the Elderly: 

 Seeking Justice in Aging” 

 
February 15th, 2020 at FUMC Georgetown  

9:30 AM Registration, Program 10:00 AM-2:30 PM 

410 E. University Avenue, Georgetown, Texas 78626   church phone: 512-863-2370 

Register online at ctcumw.org  

Program -   

• Wesleyan Homes Estrella Choir 

• Reverend Milton Jordan of the Methodist Federation of Social Action on Economic Inequality  

• Dr. Jim Ellor, Baylor University professor in the Diana R. Garland School of Social Work. Researcher 

and author of over seven books on Gerontological Studies 

• Vickie Orcutt, of Faith In Action, a ministry serving senior adults 
 

***Please bring a Dish to Share*** 

***and Silent Auction Item(s)*** 

 

 

 



 

AND  

 

 

 

 

Texas United Methodist Women's Legislative Event 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 - Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

 

 

Legislative Event 

Registration for the 32nd annual Texas Legislative Event is now open.  Early registration and special hotel 
rate guarantee ends on January 5, 2020. Please see below for mail-in registration link. You may fill it out 
online, which can be printed and mailed to the registrar with payment. The form is fill-able, meaning your 
information can be typed directly on it and the finished form can be printed out.  

You need to make your own hotel registration directly with the hotel:  Holiday Inn Austin Midtown,  

512-451-5757.  See the registration form for information.  

For the legislative event online registration and payment, please visit https://texasimpact.org/umw2020   

Remember your hotel registration is to be made directly with the hotel. 

Blessings, 

Susan Torpy 
Central Texas Conference 
Social Action Coordinator                                                                                                                                              





 

Central Texas Conference UMW  

Leadership Team 2020 
 

PRESIDENT     Lynne Grandstaff     

P.O. Box 87        972-617-3515 (H) 214-738-7301 (C) preferred 

Red Oak, TX 75154    hulyn.herself@gmail.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT    Margaret Gessley 

4920 Viejo Ct.      972-978-5677 
Granbury TX  76049    mdgessley@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY     Becca Bilz Davis 

287 County Road 1812    254-580-8178 

Clifton TX 76634    Rlbilz2@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER     Corliss McBride   

5618 Wilshire     254-776-4499     

Waco, TX 76710     corlissm@msn.com 

 

SECRETARY OF  

PROGRAM RESOURCES    Regina Holleman 

1011 Dawson     254-732-5240(H) 254-218-0234 (C )    

Waco, TX 76704     regina_holleman@yahoo.com 

 

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR: 

 

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION   Linda Beach 

1109 Azalea     254-968-6315(h); 254-485-5575 (m) 
Stephenville TX  76401    lsbeach@embarqmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE &  

OUTREACH        Patty Lee 

30209 Oakmont Dr    512-863-6758 

Georgetown, TX 78628-1127   prlee@suddenlink.net     

 

SOCIAL ACTION    Edie Snider 

PO Box 28     254-486-2902/ 254-424-7152(C) 

Crawford, TX 76638    snider1248@gmail.com 

    

SPIRITUAL GROWTH    Judith Graham 

416 Steepleridge Rd    817-293-3991(H) 817-235-8437 (C ) 

Fort Worth TX  76146-4116   nanajudygraham@msn.com 

  

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

& WEBMASTER       Anne Ridley-Pleasant  

501B Manhatten Dr.    817-592-1826 

Nolanville, TX 76522    anne.ridley.dear@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
CHAIR       

Betty Foster (North)    817-294-4192 817-846-4341 (C) 

5421 Appalachian Way          brdfoster@sbcglobal.net 

Fort Worth, TX 76123 
 

CLASS OF 2020 

Charlotte Rabbe (West)    325-667-7378; 281-704-4332 (C) 

203 Chestnut      rabbecharlotte@verizon.net 

Gustine, TX 76455 
 

Lynda Schraub (East)    817-485-2730 

6233 Skylark Circle,    hyly63@sbcglobal.net 

N. Richland Hills, TX 76180-7849       
 

CLASS OF 2021 

Betty Foster (North)    817-294-4192 817-846-4341 (C) 

5421 Appalachian Way          brdfoster@sbcglobal.net 

Fort Worth, TX 76123 
 

Shirley Channell (South)    512-869-8817/512-966-0649  (C) 

304 Valley Dr.     skdr50@suddenlink.net 

Georgetown, TX 78628 

    

CLASS OF 2022 

Jan Kinkade (West)    325-646-4194 

1512 Avenue D     mml001946@gmail.com 

Brownwood TX  76801    
 

TBD 
 

CLASS OF 2023  

Veronica Madrigal (North)   817-219-7383 

304 E Enon Ave    veromad187380@yahoo.com 

Everman TX  6140 
 

TBD 

  



District Presidents 

 
CENTRAL DISTRICT PRESIDENT   Anne Stites 
1712 Glenbrook      903-654-8238 

Corsicana, TX 75110     anniestites@hotmail.com 

 

EAST DISTRICT PRESIDENT    Jackie Carter 

P.O. Box 598      972-921-2826 

Red Oak, TX 75154     jatkinscarter@gmail.com 
 

NORTH DISTRICT PRESIDENT    Jennifer Higgins 

551 Cooper Ln.     817-690-2720 

Joshua 75058      k4j@sbcglobal.net 

 

SOUTH DISTRICT PRESIDENT   Donna Jensen 

1219 Blue Leaf Drive     480-586-8895 

Temple, TX 76502     Dgjensen50@msn.com 

 

WEST DISTRICT PRESIDENT    Janelle Beran 

1207 N Dale Ave     254-592-9421 

Stephenville, TX 76401    janelleberan@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
 

LIBRARIAN      Regina Holleman 

1011 Dawson      254-732-5240(H) 254-218-0234 (C )    

Waco, TX 76704      regina_holleman@yahoo.com 
 

HISTORIAN      Becky Brown      

713 Parkview Dr.     817-948-3097 

Burleson, TX 76028     bbfrog53@gmail.com 

 
SPANISH LANGUAGE COORDINATOR    Beth Dorcas  

900 Country Club Lane     817-446-4431/817-228-8577(C) 

Ft. Worth, TX 76112     elizabeto@grupoj.org 

 

YOUNG WOMEN REPRESENTATIVE   Tynesha Smith 

4318 Largo Dr.       504-251-6527 (C) 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052     Tynesha_bergeron@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CONFERENCE TEAM REPRESENTATIVES 

 
MISSION U DEAN    Nancy Brown 

300 S. Austin St.    254-893-6271, 254-842-8063 (C ) 

DeLeon, TX 76444    nancywbrown@yahoo.com 

 

PROGRAM ADVISORY GROUP  Darlene Alfred 

2811 Chisholm Trail    254-624-4685 

Salado, TX 76571    darlenealfred@gmail.com 

 

NATIONAL UMW BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS    Cynthia Rives 

2006 Southridge Dr    254-592-1510 

Denton, TX 76205    cynrives@yahoo.com 

 

CABINET REPRESENTATIVE  Reverend Dr. Lisa Neslony 

PO Box 2570     254-965-2594 

Stephenville, TX 76401   LisaNeslony@ctcumc.org 
  

BISHOP      Dr. Mike Lowry 

3200 E. Rosedale     817-877-5222 

Fort Worth, TX 76105    bishopsoffice@prodigy.net 
 

CTC MISSION COORDINATOR  Katherine Hunter 

3200 E. Rosedale     817-877-5222 

Fort Worth, TX 76105    KatherineHunter@ctcumc.org 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



2020 CALENDAR 
January 18 CTC UMW Committee Meetings 

Red Oak FUMC-CTC UMW Leadership Team Meeting 

Red Oak FUMC 

 

January 26-28 UMW Legislative Event Austin, Texas 

 

February 6-8 Leadership Development Days St. Louis, Mo. 

February 15 Charter for Racial Justice Event; Sing A Rainbow 

First UMW, Georgetown (South District) 

 

March 13-14 CTC UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat Camp Arrowhead 

 

Cleburne, TX (North District) 

March 26-29 South Central Jurisdiction Conference 

Little Rock Arkansas; Marriott Downtown 

 

April 12 Easter 

April 18 CTC UMW Committee Meetings 

CTC UMW Leadership Team Meeting 

Genesis UMC 

 

May 5-15 General Conference 2020 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

June 14-17 Central Texas Conference Annual Conference 

East District; Southlake White’s Chapel UMC 

June 15 CTC UMW Annual Conference Luncheon 

 

July 11 CTC UMW Committee Meetings 

CTC UMW Leadership Team Meeting 

One Fellowship, Waco 

July 31-Aug 2 Mission u Glen Lake Camp 

 

August 3-8 District Mission u One-Day Events 

August 29 Mission u Planning Team 

 

September 27 UMW Sunday; May be celebrated on any alternate date 

 

October 3 CTC UMW Annual Autumn Gathering 

Corsicana First UMC 

CTC UMW District Leadership Development. 

Corsicana First UMC 

 

December 15 CTC UMW Christmas Party 

for UCC ACT III Youth-UCC Ft. Worth 
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