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A Word from Our President 
Jump Across the Boundaries Where People Expect to Find Us 

 
Boundaries are lines that mark the limits of an area. They are created to define territories and spaces. 

We set limits and rules to define who we are in relation to others. Being a part of United Methodist 

Women remind me that I need to jump across boundaries where people expect to find me. There are so 

many things we can do as United Methodist Women. So many ways that we can jump across 

boundaries where people expect to find us. 

Take for example our Reading Program. The program is not designed for us to read alone. It is designed 

for us to share with others. We don’t have to be confined to our easy chairs; we can start a book club 

with members in and outside of our local units. We jump across boundaries when we read with others. 

Or take the United Methodist Women Social Action Campaigns. Taking care of Gods’ creation is all of 

our responsibility. We are called to stand and work together on issues that impact communities. Yes, it is 

important to read and educate ourselves on these issues. But if you want to jump across the boundaries 

where people expect to find you, get involved. Use your voice. Sign up for Action Alerts to change 

communities. 

God calls us to open eyes, to do new things. He calls us to fight for justice for all. We do that by 

engaging in mission, studying, personal growth and social action. Don’t know where to start? Check out 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. There you will find resources and videos to educate and inform you 
on our 2021-2024 Issue Priorities: Criminalization of Communities of Color &amp; Mass Incarceration and 

Climate. You can also find Bible studies, Seasonal Reflections, and Faith Talks. 

Not sure where to start? Contact me or any member of your CTCUMW Leadership team. Invite someone 

to attend your next unit meeting or event. We are growing. Any woman who is committed to our 

PURPOSE can join UMW. United Methodist Women are on the move. Did you know that there are 

people who think they know where to find us? Let’s jump across boundaries and work to change that in 

2021. 

 
 
“Growing, Building and Sharing”, 
Pamela Pinkerton-Whitley, CTCUMW President 

 



There’s Far More Here 

So we’re not giving up. How could we? Even though on the outside it often looks like 
things are falling apart on us, on the inside where God is making new life, not a day goes 
by without [God’s] unfolding grace […] There’s far more here than meets the eye. 

The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now 
will last forever. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 The Message (MSG) 

We have known and felt what it is like when “things are falling apart on us.” We have 
experienced a great unraveling that has shifted, quite literally, everything. Could there 
be, as 2 Corinthians puts it, “far more here than meets the eye?” 

Mission u, like many activities in our lives, has had to consider making changes that 
require new ways of doing things. Our conference Mission u Team is working to have 
both live and virtual Mission u this next summer. A Tech Team has been added to our 
team, and lots of prayers from all of us should make this happen! We are creating 
spaces for spiritual community, lifelong friendships, lessons that 
change us and our communities, and spiritual practices 
that arrive when we need them most. In a time when it 
looks like things are falling apart on us, God’s grace is 
still unfolding, and life and activities are being made 
new. 

Will you join us: 
July 30, 31, August 1, 2021 at Glen Lake Camp and 
Retreat Center, Glen Rose, Texas for in person Mission u 
or virtually on those same dates? 

𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀💙💙𝓃𝓃 𝓊𝓊 
July 30, 31, August 1, 2021 at Glen Lake Camp and Retreat Center, Glen Rose, Texas 



Will you join us at district one day events either in person or virtually? 

• SOUTH & NORTH Districts August 3 VIRTUAL STUDY; Finding Peace in an Anxious World ;

         Teacher Donna Jensen

• CENTRAL District August 7 IN PERSON Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom;

Cogdell Memorial UMC, 1201 W. Hwy 6, Waco 

• NEW CHURCH START August 7 IN PERSON (Bilingual-English and Spanish) 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World; New Riverside UMC,3419 E Belknap, Ft. Worth 

Also offering children and youth studies 

• WEST District August 12 IN PERSON Finding Peace in an Anxious World

       Stephenville FUMC, 422 W. Washington St., Stephenville;Dr. Jill Burk

• EAST District August 14 -IN PERSON: Push Out–The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools; Jackie 
Carter also IN PERSON: Bearing Witness in the Kin-Dom; 

Rev. Fred Bates;  Keller UMC, 1025 Johnson Rd., Keller

Registration forms for these events will be on the CTC UMW website and in Mission 
Ties in May. Study books are now available from umwmissionresources.org for all 
studies: 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World, edited by Erin James-Brown 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique Morris (also through 
Amazon) 
Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s Moral Witness Through 
Radical Discipleship by Darryl Stephens 
A Curriculum for Youth Leaders: Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence by 
Jay Godfrey 
A Curriculum for Children’s Facilitators: Responding to Violence by Sue Raymond 

Will you join us? These events are sponsored by UMW but open to all participants. 

Indeed: There is far more here than meets the eye. 

Nancy Brown, Mission u Dean; Pam Pinkerton-
Whitley, Asst. Dean  
and a marvelous Mission u Team 



Social Action 
“Using zoom allowed us to discuss ideas in groups made up of folks not 

sitting at our table.” 

Perhaps one good thing that has come out of the Pandemic is 
we have learned to embrace 
technology as a tool that allows us to stay connected with 
each other. It was because of Zoom that we could have our 
annual Sing-A-Rainbow this year. In some ways, it was my favorite one. 

Of course, I missed seeing folks in person, but that has become an accepted norm for now. 
Using zoom allowed us to discuss ideas in groups made up of folks not sitting at our table. 
Our focus this year was on the Charter for Racial Justice. This was developed by United 
Methodist Women in 1978 and adopted by the church in 1980. It is now a part of the Book of 
Resolutions and Social Principles. Each UMW conference is encouraged to develop 
procedures for incorporating the charter. In the Central Texas Conference, a club was 
created. To be a member of the club, a unit simply had to do a few things each year. Things 
like prepare a program to present to your church, work with a racially or culturally different 
unit to plan and provide programs or studies, work through your church administrative board 
to implement the charter – nothing that really required too much energy. Of the 119 units in 
the Central Texas 

Conference we have 5 units who are 
recognized as ‘members’. My goal for 
the year is to have 25% of our units 
involved. I suspect most are already 
doing something to promote racial 
understanding and perhaps didn’t 
know we have a process in place. 
At Sing-A-Rainbow this year, I 
challenged participants to go home 
and work with their local units 
to get involved. The easiest way to 
start is to review the process. You 
can find it here – click on 
Charter for Racial Justice and you’ll 
see links to everything you need. If 
you need more information, each 
district has a Social Action 
coordinator, or you can always reach 
out to me - 
Fannette Welton 
(fandotnet@gmail.com). 



Program Resources 

BP (Before Pandemic), our Unit at FUMC-Mansfield planned to start a book club to encourage 
and inspire each other to read more of the Reading Program books. We set our first meeting for 
April 16, 2020, scheduled the room at church, and made a reading plan.  
Then, the pandemic hit! And, just like everyone else, we 
assumed that the stay-at-home orders would last for a 
month or two. We agreed to postpone our first meeting 
until we could meet again in-person. 
As you can imagine, April turned into May, then June, 
July, and August. By then, many of us had been on 
Zoom for classes or webinars and thought we could try a 
Zoom UMW Book Club meeting in September. And it worked! Having these monthly Zoom 
meetings has been a huge blessing. We get to see each other, catch up with friends, oh, and yes 
discuss the books we are reading!  

We continue to read books that are sometimes challenging, sometimes informative, but always 
inspiring. 
Our unit buys a few books each year from the reading program to add to our library. We usually 
budget $100 and, with that, we can buy at least one book from each of the five program 
categories. As Unit Secretary of Program Resources, it is my job to find the books for the best 
price and order them. 
Because we only have one copy of each book, we offer several choices per month. Here is my 
unit’s May reading plan: 
“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas – Nurturing for Community category 
“The Bird Boys: A Delpha Wade and Tom Phelan Mystery” by Lisa Sandlin - Nurturing for 
Community category 
“Anxious to Talk About It: Helping Christians Talk Faithfully about Racism” by Carolyn B. Helsel – 
Leadership Development category PODCAST - https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 
We include one Faith Talks podcast in each month’s reading plan, and listeners can earn a credit 
in the Reading Program. 
The podcasts feature a conversation around themes and resources that empower us to put faith, 
hope and love into action. If your unit or group would like to start a book club, please let me 
know. I am happy to share any information or insight and even help you get started! 
For more information about the UMW Reading Program, including current lists of books, 
guidelines, reporting forms, and more go to: 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 

Blessings, 
Caye Felton 
CTCUMW Secretary for Program Resources 
Caye.felton@gmail.com 
817-908-9228



      Day of Giving a success! 
This year’s March 23 Day of 

Giving was the biggest one yet! 
The exciting day resulted in 

more calls to give and more one-
day online donations than ever 
before. To date $149,373 has 
been     received this Day of 

Giving for the Legacy Fund, with much more expected to come 
in. And, for the first time, Day of Giving was celebrated with a 
six-hour Facebook Live Event highlighting the work and lives 

touched by United Methodist Women. More than 3,500 
people tuned in! Thank you to all who participated in and 
watched the live event, spread the word, hosted your own 
events and donated. You are building a bright future for 

United Methodist Women and women, children and youth 
around the world. 

You can still give to Day of Giving. You are the reason 2021 is 
Our Year of Hope. 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=ckSGR0UPiRxDPR0OODGjyA
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home


AROUND OUR CIRCLES 



Congo Restoration is an organization that is working to 
empower women and girls in the Democratic Republic of Congo. For several years, 
under the direction of Gorethy Nabushosi, the group has supported a Sewing School 
that teaches young women to sew in order that they might support themselves. The 
UMW Sisters of Sewing Circle at Keller UMC has been helping by making sewing bags 
for the women to receive when they graduate. 

In September, 2019, a primary school for girls (School of Compassion) was opened 
with two classrooms and four teachers. There are plans to eventually go up to grade six. 
One of the pressing needs for the school was convenient access to fresh water. The 
Sisters of Sewing circle donated funds raised at Sharing The Joy (an annual UMW 
mission fair at Keller UMC) to help get water to the school. The video shows Gorethy 
Nabushosi demonstrating the newly installed water system. 

Members of other circles at Keller UMC also have made donations to support the 
Sewing School, the School of Compassion and to sponsor students going on to higher 
education.

 

 

You can Donate to this Project here: 

 

https://congorestoration.com/on-the-ground-in-drc/  

https://congorestoration.com/on-the-ground-in-drc/




 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

WATCH For This Study and MORE in the Mission u – 
Studies This Year 

 

Visit CTCUMW.org often for more information or 
 

        Search 
                Central Texas Conference United Methodist Women or 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/334163994315048 
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