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A Note From
The President
BY PAM PINKERTON

NEHEMIAH  THROWS A PARTY!

Greetings,

That is the title of the September 2021 

UMW Program. What a way to start off 

our program year, by thinking of a 

party. I understand that many may not 

feel much like celebrating right now. I 

understand that we are living through a 

crazy time. However, I also understand 

the need for God’s joy in our lives. 

Nehemiah gathered the people because 

he knew it was time. He gathered the 

people and read for hours. And as he 

read, people mourned. They let it out in 

order to heal. Many of us understand 

what that mourning must have looked 

and felt like.

 We understand what it’s like to be in 

that place. But God! He reminds us 

that, “weeping may endure for a night, 

but joy comes in the morning,” Psalm 

30:5. This story reminds me to take 

that leap of faith. To step out and 

celebrate. WE have alot to celebrate as 

women of faith. We are entering into a 

new UMW year. A year filled with 

possibilities. A year filled with learning, 

growing, and sharing together. You 

may have read and/or led the 

September program within your local 

unit. I wanted to share a few of the 

ways that we are reminded to take a 

“faithful step” from that program:

O magnify the Lord
with me, and let us
exalt his name
together. Psalms 34:3
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Cont Note from 
the President 

PAM PINKERTON 

1 1 By Yourself: Write down a few 

things you are really proud of yourself 

for, or that you feel joyous God has 

gotten you through this year. Revisit 

them when you need a festive boost. 

1 1 Give a gift to the Mission Giving 

fund as a tribute to a loved one at: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/? 

form=missiongiving  Click on "Give in 

honor or memory" to make your 

donation. 

1 1 Pray everyday for people ad projects serving 

in the world supported by your giving using the 

prayer calendar. 

There are a number of other things that you can 

do; if you have not received your Program 

Resource Book it is available as a download 

online. I encourage you to walk in the path of 

healing and joy. I look forward to this new UMW 

year. We have our CTCUMW Officer Training and 

Annual Autumn Gathering in October. Plans are 

in the works for Sing A Rainbow and the Spiritual 

Growth Retreat. Please keep all UMW events 

lifted in prayer. Isaiah reminds us in Chapter 41 

verse three, "For I, the Lord your God, hold your 

right hand, it is I who say to you, "Fear not, I am 

the one who helps you." (ESV). God is here to 

help us. He has ahold of our hands. He is faithful 

and he is keeping us knitted together. Blessings 

and peace, 

Pam Pinkerton-Whitey, CTCUMW President 

Autumn Gathering 
and Leadership 
Training. BY MARGARET GESSLEY

Leadership Training is open to all UMW 

leaders. It will be on Zoom. 6:45-9 PM Friday 

October 1, 2021. Register at CTCUMW.org. 

Autumn Gathering will be Saturday October 2, 

2021, at 9am on Zoom. 

Program begins promptly at 9:30. Register at 

CTCUMW.org. The program for both events 

will be posted on www.ctcumw.org before the 

event. 

REGISTER  AT:

 https://ctcumw.org/annual_autumn_gathering_zoom_meeting

.

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/?
https://ctcumw.org/
https://ctcumw.org/annual_autumn_gathering_zoom_meeting
http://www.ctcumw


UJlfW Book Club and UMCOR School 
Kit Mission Project 

BY CAYE FELTON 

The UMW book club at FUMC Mansfield was looking for a mission project for 

the fall when member Sunny Stout suggested making UMCOR school kits 

and sending them to the UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot. 

The book club is small but active. They have been meeting virtually every 

month since October 2020 to discuss books they read from the UMW reading 

program. Not only do they discuss the books, but they also encourage each 

other to read books they might otherwise never know about. Many of the 

members also listen to the monthly Faith Talks podcast and discussion is 

included during the meetings. 

(Remember you can get credit for listening to the podcasts on your reading 

program reports.) 

Each month the group decides on a difference mission project, often related 

to the books on the reading list. This August and September the group 

decided that collecting school supplies for UMCOR school kits would be an 

excellent way to give to mission and actively work on a project that directly 

benefits children and youth. Many children and youth do not have even the 

most basic school supplies. 

Jan Horn, book club member, said, "Our book club wanted to do an UMCOR 

project hands-on, and we decided to do the UMCOR school kits project. So 

far, we have collected 23 kits. They will be taken to UMCOR this fall. This has 

been a great hands-on project, and everybody enjoyed doing it!" 

All the kits will go to UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana for 

distribution to the appropriate area with the most need. 

If you have any questions or would like information about starting a book 

club at your unit, please feel free to contact 

Caye Felton, CTC UMW Secretary of Program Resources. 

caye.felton@gmail.com 

mailto:caye.felton@gmail.com


Action Alert: Support Federal 
Legislation to Interrupt the School-to
Prison Pipeline 

FANNETTE WILSON 

Our faith teaches us that children and youth are especially cherished by God. We 

take that Biblical principle seriously as United Methodist Women members and 

friends: we commit ourselves to put faith, hope and love into action for children and 

youth. Yet here in the United States many children and youth of color are being 

funneled into the school-to-prison pipeline. Harmful policies and practices divert 

youth away from educational success, wrongly rerouting children towards the 

criminal justice system. Schools' overreliance on school-based police contributes to 

this harmful trend. So do racial disparities in school discipline at all levels-from 

suspensions to school-based arrests. The federal government can help address this 

issue by passing two bills: 

• The Ending PUSHOUT Act (H.R.2248), and

• The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act (H.R.4011/S.2125).

we invite you to take action to support both 

of these important pieces of legislation 

�uch as the e. 

'ralk with your social action coordinator or visit 

https:/ /p2a.co/T\VPTXvS to participate 

links will also be provided on ctcumw.org 



Acting for Social Justice 
FANNETTE WILSON 

I don't know about you, but 2021 was harder for me than 2020. I'm tired of hearing all the 

rhetoric about COVID, the vaccine, the Afghan war, the climate, race issues, women's rights, 

and so on. It wears me down. Last January for New Year's, my family honored every good 

luck tradition and sadly, none seemed to work. Not for my family, my state, or my country. 

Just about the time, I am ready to give in to despair, I read something or hear something 

that gives me hope. 

A few weeks ago, I participated in an online spiritual retreat conducted by the Academy of 

Spiritual Formation called "Courageous Curiosity". While this retreat had a specific focus, 

the title made me start thinking. Maybe in these times we've spread ourselves too thin. 

Maybe by doing too much, we've worn ourselves out. So what if we actually stepped back 

from all the good works we do and pick one thing to focus on? Practice Courageous 

Curiosity? What would it look like if you decided as a unit to go deeper - learn more about 

Haiti and all the problems they have in addition to sending money? Become better 

informed about how to help with climate change and make it the unit priority for 2022. 

Work with your local community to identify a unifying project and help promote it? 

I know UMW - we're in 100%. We give everything our all - even when there is nothing left to 

give. So this year, I challenge you to take some time to be a caring unit. Pick one or even 

two projects that will reinvigorate you. Something that everyone can participate in at some 

level. And then take it deeper. Most of all have fun with it! We'd love to see any pictures and 

even encourage you to submit something to response. Go forth and be fruitful. 

Fannette Welton 

Social Action 

fandotnet@gmail.com 
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He has shown 

you, 0 man, 

what is good; 

And what does 

the LORD 

require of you 

But to do justly, 

To love merCJt, 

And to walk 

humbly with 

your God? 

MICAH 6:8 

mailto:fandotnet@gmail.com


"Response" the Jvf agazine of Women 
in Jvf ission Online 

BY CAYE FELTON 

Every time I go to the UMW national website, httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org , I find 

something I did not know was available or I am reminded of resources I forgot were there. One 

very handy resource is "response" the magazine of women in mission online. 

Go to httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse . From there you will see a button for "Online 

Articles" or use this link httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse/articles . 

On that page you can read full articles from the magazine or just below each article there is a white 

arrow inside a gold circle that you can click to listen to the article. Perfect for the person on the go to 

listen while doing their morning walk or driving to work. 

Notice the button labeled "Listen." You can click on that button or use this link 

httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/audio . There you will find even more audio response 

articles. Select the article you want to hear and then click the gold arrow to begin. Some of the articles 

are read aloud by Harriet Jane Olson. 

If you want to subscribe to "response" you can go to 

httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse/subscribe. You may also call toll-free 877- 881-2385 

to order. 

Take a few minutes to explore these wonderful resources provided by United Methodist Women. If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Blessings and have fun exploring, 

Caye Felton, CTC UMW Secretary of Program Resources 

caye.felton@gmail.com 

httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse
httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse/articles
httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/audio
httP-s://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/resP-onse/subscribe
mailto:caye.felton@gmail.com


Program Book Information 

As we begin a new program year, we seek to step into that pain and 

find something new. Our goal this year is to sow healing and joy, in 

all the surprising ways God offers it. 

Each quarter, we will focus on a different aspect of healing and joy. 

The first three months, during autumn, will focus on finding God's 

healing and joy in the midst of grief and loss-whether that's 

throwing big parties to celebrate returning to church like Nehemiah 

did, or quietly connecting with our ancestors' strength like the 

people of Hebrews demonstrated. 

The second quarter in winter will focus on healing and joy through our mission 

commitments, such as ending the school-to-prison-pipeline, climate justice through 

attention to our energy usage, and the health care system's too often frequent failures to 

secure the health of women, particularly Black women, with respect and care. 

The third quarter, springtime, will focus on finding healing and joy in our meaning-making 

and search for personal growth, while the final quarter in summer will focus on finding 

healing and joy as we move into the future, and consider how we will share the gospel of 

United Methodist Women's spiritual and justice work and discomfort ourselves with 

change to make great new things with God possible. 

In the last year, we have learned that we can be much more creative in the ways we 

communicate than we knew, so each session will have options for in-person or on line 

gathering as well as devotions and questions that are appropriate for personal study, 

sharing with one neighbor or friend, or for discussion in large groups. There are some 

overall tips for holding on line gatherings in the next section. In addition, each session has 

an introductory page where leaders can identify any materials needed for the program as 

well as virtual adaptations if needed. Each session also has a "Take the Next Most Faithful 

Step" idea to close the program, ways participants might extend the ideas they've learned 

into their personal lives. You may want to check in every so often and see if and how 

people are taking these steps in their lives. 

Taken from the 2021-2022 UMW Program Resource Book 



Registration opens on October 1, 2021 

To receive a registration link email: Terry Schoenert, Registrar 

terry.schoenert@gmail.com 

We are excited to offer Saturday programming and virtual options 

Watch Harriet J. Olson’s session and 

see resources from the 2021 event  

By following this link: 

https://texasimpact.org/event/united-

methodist-womens-legislative-event/)

https://texasimpact.org/event/united-methodist-womens-legislative-event/
https://texasimpact.org/event/united-methodist-womens-legislative-event/
mailto:terry.schoenert@gmail.com
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

ANNUAL AUTUMN GATHERING 
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September 1, 2021 
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