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Newsletter of Central Texas Conference United Methodist Women 

 
The Purpose of 

United Methodist Women 
“United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God  

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;  
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  

and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.” 
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“For God has not given us a spirit that is timid but one that is powerful, loving, and self-controlled.”  
2 Tim 1:7 CE 

As we move through the year together, we have had the opportunity to grow in our 
knowledge and understanding of the challenges faced by immigrants, at the Sing-a 
Rainbow Event hosted by Stephenville UMW. We spent time deepening our 
relationships through Sacred Partnering at the Spiritual Growth Retreat at 
Arrowhead Camp and Retreat Center.  

I, and about 50 others from Central Texas Conference, are preparing to join 
hundreds of our sisters and brothers in Christ at the National UMW Assembly in 
Columbus, Ohio in May for the celebration of our 150 years of mission on behalf of 
women, children, and youth. We will actually be celebrating communion at our 
Sunday worship on Pentecost Sunday. I promise you the Spirit will be very evident! 
I feel extremely blessed to have the opportunity to attend as your president.  

We are also making plans for the Annual Conference Luncheon that will be June 12 
at the Waco Convention Center. Our guest speaker, Pastor Fred Bates, will be 
speaking to us about Safety in Church & Community.  

In all of these, we work together to fulfill the purpose of UMW, to demonstrate in 
everything the “Power of Bold” – the spirit given to us by God to do the work we 
are called to do as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Please take time to read this newsletter and then share it throughout the ranks of 
your UMW network.  

I pray that each of you experience the blessings of living boldly for Jesus! 

Lynne Grandstaff 
CTC UMW President 
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From Texas Impact, a reminder of the CONTINUING importance of voting! Please share 

 

DON’T PUT THAT VOTER 
REGISTRATION CARD  

AWAY YET! 

PRIMARY RUNOFFS ARE 
MAY 22! 

Fewer than 1 in 10 registered voters bothered to cast ballots in Texas' last midterm primary runoffs--the 
decisive election for many officials, including Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick.  

This year, there are more than 30 runoffs that span all levels of government. See all the races and 
candidates here 

You DO NOT have to have voted in the primary on March 6 to vote in the runoffs! But if you DID vote in the 
primary, you can only vote in the runoff of the SAME party you chose in March. You DO NOT have to keep 
that party affiliation forever...in November, you can vote for candidates of all parties.  

And good news: even if you didn't vote in March because you weren't registered yet, you can still vote in the 
runoffs as long as you register by April 23. Check to make sure you are registered here 

May 22, 2018 Runoffs Key Dates 

Last Day to Register to Vote	   Monday, April 23, 2018	  

Last Day to Apply by Mail 
(Received, not Postmarked)	  

Friday, May 11, 2018	  

First Day of Early Voting	   Monday, May 14, 2018	  

Last Day of Early Voting	   Friday, May 18, 2018	  

Election Day	   Tuesday, May 22, 2018 	  

	  



 

 

3 

3 

Cross Ties April 2018 

From Your CTC UMW 
Spiritual Growth Advocate 

1

What do Mark Tidsworth’s book Shift, Three Big 
Moves For The 21st Century Church, the artwork of 
Jan Richardson, the music from the movie 
“Sister Act” and even “a She-haw” skit have in 
common?   
Answer: The CTC UMW Spiritual Growth 
Retreat March 2-3, 2018 with Rev. Donna 
McKee at Camp Arrowhead.  
If you were there you are remembering our time 
together with gratitude. 
If you are sorry to have missed, add March 8-9, 
2019 to your calendar to make sure you join us 
next March for a meaningful 24-hour time with 
God and each other! 
 

¿Qué tienen en común el libro de Mark 
Tidsworth Shift, Three Big Moves For The 21st 
Century Church, las obras de arte de Jan 
Richardson, la música de la película "Sister Act" 
y hasta un  boceto satírico, “She-haw"? 
Respuesta: El Retiro de Crecimiento Espiritual 
de CTC UMW del 2 al 3 de marzo de 2018 con 
la Rev. Donna McKee en Camp Arrowhead.Si 
estuvo allí, está usted recordando nuestro tiempo 
juntos con gratitud. 
Si lamenta haberlo perdido, agregue el 8-9 de 
marzo de 2019 a su calendario para asegurarse 
de que se una a nosotras el próximo marzo para 
tener un tiempo significativo de 24 horas con 
Dios y con los demás. 
 

Here are some excerpts/Aquí hay algunos 
extractos: 
“God the creator, God the Redeemer, God the 
Sustainer are unified in relational perfection. At the 
core of the Trinity is pure, unconditional love binding 
the three into One. Their love is of such intensity and 
immensity that each is willing to sacrifice self to 
belong. Each is accommodating and adapting to the 
others resulting in a consonant harmony. This perfect, 
loving relationship of the three who are one is God’s 
identity. We worship the God who is the image of 
sacred partnering perfection—the Holy Trinity.  
 

2

Dios el Creador, Dios el Redentor, Dios el Sustentador 
están unificados en la perfección relacional. En el 
centro de la Trinidad está el amor puro e 
incondicional que une a los tres en Uno. Su amor es de 
tal intensidad e inmensidad que cada uno está 
dispuesto a sacrificarse para pertenecer. Cada uno es 
servicial y se adapta a los demás, lo que da como 
resultado una armonía consonante. Esta relación 
perfecta y amorosa de los tres que son uno es la 
identidad de Dios. Adoramos al Dios que es la imagen 
de la perfección de asociación sagrada: la Santísima 
Trinidad” (Rev. Donna McKee) 
 
Let us seek to be Sacred Partners with God as 
we participate actively in the upcoming 
District, Conference and National UMW 
events. Be faithful to your own church 
leadership and pray for each other. 
Busquemos ser Socios Sagrados con Dios 
participando activamente en los próximos 
eventos del Distrito, Conferencia y National 
UMW. Sé fiel al liderazgo de su propia iglesia 
y ora por los demás. 
 

“Through prayer, we deepen our connection with God, 
each other and with the world. 
‘When we who are human pray to God, we “are 
caught up into the Triune activity of the Persons 
praying one to another. Prayer makes possible our very 
participation in God’s life, and the Holy Spirit makes 
prayer possible.’ ” (Haurwas/Willimon, Holy Spirit).  
“A través de la oración, profundizamos nuestra 
conexión con Dios, entre nosotros y con el 
mundo.‘Cuando nosotros, los humanos, oramos a 
Dios, estamos" incluidos en la actividad trina de las 
Personas orando entre sí. La oración hace posible 
nuestra propia participación en la vida de Dios, y el 
Espíritu Santo hace posible la oración’ ". 
(Haurwas/Willimon, Espíritu Santo) (Rev. Donna 
McKee) 
Submitted by Beth Dorcas 
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What if someone offered you a two-year program of education free of 
charge?  What if they said you would receive not only traditional learning but 
hands-on training as well? What if they told you that the “class” would be a 
close supportive community of women who care deeply about the same things 
as you and the work would be part of the long continuing story of women 
involved in mission? 
 
You are invited to share in just such an opportunity as this with women in our 
conference.  Not only will there be good training, excellent resources and a 
supportive community, but the team will also be putting faith into action.  
We are working to build a talent bank of local and district members so that we 
may fill several positions on the Conference team for 2019-2020.  To build this 
talent bank we need from you or your friends information regarding talents 
and/or call to serve the Purpose of the United Methodist Women. 
 
Please help us continue to build strong leadership teams at all levels.  Local 
Presidents, District Presidents and anyone on the Conference team would like 
to hear from you. 
The information needed is shown on the form on page 5. You can use the form 
and mail it to me, call me and share the information, or send it by email. We 
are working to make the form available on our website, www.ctcumw.org.  
 
The Committee on Nominations will follow up for any additional information 
needed to build the Talent Bank. 
Thanking you in advance for your attention and recommendations.  Together 
we can help transform the world. 
Christie Roberts, CON Chair 
chrispr@rocketmail.com                
817-279-3760 
 

Call to Leadership 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

Conference District

Date

Name:

Phone Hm:
Phone 
Mobile:

E-mail:

Age: 20's 30's 40's 50's 60's 70's 80's +

Race/             
Ethnicity Employed Yes No

Address:

I recommend:

Signed:

Mailing Address or Email:

Phone:

Please return to Christie Roberts, 1420 Boyd Rd, Granbury TX 76049

Why I think you should consider this person (attach extra sheet if necessary)

Positions I would recommend this person for:
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Tenure 
Tenure is the specified time for which a person is elected to an office or committee. 

Tenure is the specified total length of time an elected officer may serve in office or combination of 
offices. 

An elected officer can hold the same office for up to four years, except the treasurer, who may hold the 
same office for six years. 

Tenure on the leadership team for the elected leadership will be limited to a total of eight years.  If a 
woman has already completed her eight-year tenure in positions other than president she may still be 
elected president. A two-year term as chairperson of the Committee on Nominations is in addition to 
tenure limitations. 

Service of six months or more in an officer year by an interim or acting officer will be counted as one 
year of tenure. 

Appointed leaders will serve no more than four years on the leadership team in any combination of such 
appointed responsibilities.  This is in addition to tenure limitations previously described.  

No elected or appointed leader of the conference organization will hold any other office beyond the 
local unit of the United Methodist Women. 

When a woman has completed her district tenure of eight years and a period of four years has elapsed, 
she may be elected for on additional term, not to exceed two years, in a different office. 

Source: Bylaws of United Methodist Women in the Conference for the Committee on Nominations 
 Submitted by Christie Roberts, Chair of Committee on Nominations 

Why does tenure matter? Why should we follow these guidelines? 

It’s been my experience that rules exist for a reason- usually because of hard lessons learned by people 
who have gone before us.  
It’s also been my experience that organizations benefit from the enthusiasm and new insights that come 
with new leadership.  
I have also learned through many years of volunteer leadership in many organizations that two 
important tasks of leadership are recruiting and training our replacements.

District and Conference UMW bylaws stagger the terms of our officers so that we won’t have a 
leadership team made up of all novices. They also require us to seek new leaders so that our 
organization will remain effective and vital.  

Recognizing that we do not live in a perfect world, there will be times when following rules of tenure 
will be difficult, but I believe the efforts to enlist talented and willing leaders will yield great rewards for 
our future UMW.   
Comments by Lynne Grandstaff, CTC UMW President 
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Membership, Nurture, and Outreach (MNO) 
The 2017 census has been successfully completed with most of the local units in Central  
Texas Conference participating. UMW is strong in Central Texas Conference, yet there are 
fewer active units and members. I am encouraging us all to invite women in our local  
churches to become active in UMW. And remember, women in local churches with no UMW  
can always be invited to participate with existing units. 
Thank you, 
Billie Ray  
 
The following may be used in your recruitment efforts: 
What is United Methodist Women? 
United Methodist Women is a supportive, inclusive Christian membership organization where women 
like you grow spiritually, develop as leaders and serve and work to create a world in which all women, 
children and youth thrive. United Methodist Women is celebrated as the women’s ministry of The United 
Methodist Church. 
What does United Methodist Women do? 
Our members nurture one another in community and support U.S. and international projects and partners 
improving the lives of women, children and youth with their prayers, volunteer and advocacy efforts, and 
financial gifts. 
Why should I join United Methodist Women? 
United Methodist Women is a community of women committed to mission. As a member you can take 
advantage of many opportunities, including the following: 
• Prayer, Bible studies and spiritual retreats. 
• Hands-on mission in local communities. 
• Mission education experiences. 
• Leadership development and training opportunities. 
• Supporting work with women, children and youth. 
• Partnership with women in mission in the country and around the world. 
• Advocacy for social justice issues, including those pertaining to the environment, domestic violence, 

immigration and the many other concerns that impact the lives of women, children and youth. 
• Engagement in racial justice issues. 
How does United Methodist Women support and grow its work? 
Our members elect a representative board of directors that sets policy for the organization and determines 
the places we can make the most impact. Staff and members work to carry out the organization’s goals 
and expectations. Members commit through their financial giving to support the transformation of lives 
around the world. 
Who can join United Methodist Women? 
Any woman who commits herself to the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women and to engage in 
mission, study, personal growth and social action can join. You don’t have to be United Methodist or 
meet an age requirement to be a member. 
It’s easy to become a member of United Methodist Women: you can talk to someone you know who is 
already a member, or if you don’t know a member, you can call our conference membership 
representative at 214-868-4778. 	  
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About 15 years ago I started a “Welcome Table” at my local UMW meetings.  It came about 
when we were going through our prayer concerns and I looked up at the clock, no kidding, 25 minutes 
had gone by and we were still on the prayer concerns.  I knew then I had to come up with something to 
save time and make the program or MISSION project the important part of the meetings.    

On this table is a welcome sign in a frame, a cross, sign-in sheet for attendance, a sheet for 
“Prayer Concerns” (which the names are read during the meeting), a sign-up sheet for our luncheons, a 
card to sign for either a UMW inactive member or for a missionary from our Prayer Calendar, hand-outs 
(such as agendas and treasury forms), treasury items (such as a World Thank Offering box, an offering 
bowl for designated giving and pledge cards), yearbooks, and sometimes we have agape items (such as a 
bookmarker with UMW dates on it).  We also have response Magazines for our members to take home 
and read then return to our table the following month for others to read.  We have name tags, too. 

I found by having a “Welcome Table” you save a lot of time during the meeting.  I hope you will 
consider doing a “Welcome Table” and make your members and guest feel welcome each time they 
come to your local United Methodist Women’s meeting or event.   

Blessings and Hugs. 

Sharon Gibson, Secretary 
St. John’s United Methodist Women 
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!

!

UNITED!METHODIST!WOMEN!
SPRING!TEA!

ANNUAL!FUND!RAISER!

GOD,%TEA,%AND%ME%
BECKY%BROWN%
BURLESON%UMC%

%

APRIL%28,%2018%
2:00;4:00%PM%

WOMEN%&%MEN%ARE%INVITED%
HOT%&%COLD%TEA%SERVED%&%APPETIZERS%

CHRIST%UNITED%METHODIST%CHURCH%
3301%SYCAMORE%SCHOOL%ROAD%

FORT%WORTH,%TX%%76123%
!

TICKETS:!$10.00!!
CALL:!817<689<8240!OR!KHUDNAL1@CHARTER.NET!

RSVP!BY!4/24/18,!IF!PICKING!TICKETS!UP!AT!THE!DOOR.!

!
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Be a Leader with United Methodist Women. I started my journey with United Methodist Women 
through what was then called School of Christian Mission, now Mission u. I was invited to attend 
with a group of girls from my local church. The next thing I knew I was asked to attend leadership 
training for the school. Before I knew it, I was in the position to train youth leaders for the schools. 
When I think about being a leader for United Methodist Women, I have to think about how the 
journey started. It started with God placing a passion for youth in me AND me listening when He 
said it’s time to take that passion to another level. I will admit, taking on a leadership role was 
different, but I would not trade what I have learned for the world! Taking on a leadership role 
requires a commitment of time, energy and effort. One may ask, “Who has time?” And I will answer, 
“WE can do all things through Christ who gives us strength”. I will also say, when I need “time”, 
God has not failed to supply it. 

The East District Leadership Team is experiencing growing pains.  It is time for some of our district 
officers to grow in other areas of life. For them to grow means there are going to be positions open 
on the district Level. Many are the same positions as on the local level, however the district team is 
responsible for working with local organizations to help them live out the PURPOSE of United 
Methodist Women. District officers are responsible for training, motivating, supporting, advising, 
leading, you name it! However, we do not do it alone.  The Central Texas Conference officers are 
responsible for doing the same thing to help officers on the District level. United Methodist Women 
work as a team. We are a community of women whose purpose is to know God. One of our goals is 
to develop a creative supportive fellowship. Which means we need people who are willing to help 
grow people in the areas we are called to as outlined in the United Methodist Women PURPOSE.  

Be a leader with United Methodist Women. I share my story with you because perhaps, God is 
calling you to grow in another area of your life. Perhaps, he may have placed on your heart that it is 
time to enhance the skills that you currently have and what not a better place to do that than on the 
East District Leadership team. Each district is different. And what’s great about United Methodist 
Women is the opportunity to grow in a variety of ways. Please place the East District Leadership 
team in your prayers. If you are curious about being a leader with United Methodist Women on the 
District level you can find information on the United Methodist Women site under What we do>Equip 
Leaders>Be a Leader or you can contact the East District Nominating Chair. 

Be a leader with United Methodist Women. Help us as we continue to work together to make a 
different in the lives of women, children and youth. 

Pam Pinkerton-Whitley, East District President 

	  

Be a Leader with United Methodist Women 
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Dear United Methodist Friends,

At the General Conference of 2016 the delegates voted to have the Council of Bishops  
create a means by which conflicts around the issues of  human sexuality could be  
resolved in a way that faithfully maintained the unity and global mission of  the church. 
The Commisson on the Way Forward was the result of their deliberations. Thirty two 
persons representing  different viewpoints and various areas of our church were 
assigned to the task. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Commission on the Way Forward is at the point of completeing their work to 
present their recommendations to the Council of Bishops. The Uniting Methodists 
movement is an expression of hope for the possibilities and opportunities offered by 
their recommendations.  As the Uniting Methodist’s  website states,” this is a response 
to a call to be a unifying and clarifing voice in a divided conversation and a polorized 
culture.” 

The web site continues to say that Uniting Methodists is a movement of Christ-centered, 
hope-filled, holiness seeking United Methodists uniting to transform the world.
We challenge in love that which divides and we offer people God’s saving grace that 
transforms the world.”

You are invited to learn more about the vision of Uniting Methodists by attending one of  
two gatherings. Rev. Rachel Baughman and Dr. Stan Copeland, who are members of 
the national coordinating team, will be there to lead us.

The first gathering will be at White’s Chapel United Methodist in Southlake, April 23, 
6:00 pm.  A meal is graciously provided by the church. Please email or call me to make 
a reservation for the meal.  Reservations should be made by April 18th. 

The second gathering will be at Wellspring United Methodist in Georgetown,        
April 30, 6:30 pm.  Refreshments provided.  Rachel and Stan will be there as well.  

The unitingmethodists.com website has presentations and videos from the national 
meeting which you will find to be valuable.

This is an open meeting. Please pass this invitation to your conference delegate and lay 
leadership. I believe that this experience will be very helpful as we have conversations 
seeking to discern God’s call to and claim on our discipleship. 

Please feel free to call or emial me with any questions you might have. 

Blessings

Bob Holloway
940-229-9107
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Save the Date! 
Assembly 
May 17-20  
Columbus, Ohio 

CTC UMW Annual 
Conference Luncheon 
 June 12 Waco 
Convention Center 

Time determined by 
Conference Agenda 

Registration will be 
available at 
ctcumw.org soon! 

Mission u  

August 3-5 
Glen Lake Camp 

 

One Day Events will 
be held in EVERY 
DISTRICT the week 
of August  6-11!  

Watch for Mission 
Ties Coming Soon!  
And make plans to 
attend! 

UMC Gathering 
April 23 6PM 
White’s Chapel 
UMC, Southlake 
RSVP for dinner by 
April 18 
 
UMC Gathering 
April 30   6:30 PM 
Wellspring UMC, 
Georgetown  


