
United Methodist Women  
is now

United Women in Faith 

We are United Women in Faith!  We have launched a New Brand and a 
New Look!  Proclaiming New wine skins, new programs and new ways to 
join the work. 

March was Women’s History Month and the month of our founding in 1869. The perfect time for us to 
honor our history by stepping boldly into our future. 

This is an exhilarating time as we commit to even greater inclusivity, action and impact. We 
are women of passion and power united by God's love in our mission to uplift women, children and 
youth.

 Let's stand together to continue to put love into action. 

Central Texas Conference 
 United Women in Faith 

Cross Ties  
April/May/June 2022 



“How To Use This Issue” 
 
I’d like to take a moment to talk about one of the resources we have 
available from United Women in Faith, response magazine. This is the 
magazine of women in mission; we are those women. When I receive my 
magazine, I flip through the pages to see what’s inside and then I go back 
and read the articles. 
 
Did you know there are ways that you can use this magazine to engage with 
others? Did you know that you don’t have to read it by yourself! Each month, 
there is a page that suggests how to use the issue. Some of the ways you can 
use the issue are engage others in Bible study, learn how to advocate and 
challenge yourself to take action, and explore spiritual growth and how to 
live out your faith. 
 
Inside every issue of response, there are pages with the words, “think,” 
“learn,” “live,” “give,” “listen,” “act,” and “pray.” These words guide us as we 
read through the issue. When I read the March/April issue, the word “listen” 
stood out. We are on a new journey as United Women in Faith. In order to 
fully embrace the journey, we have to take time to stop and listen. Proverbs 
1:5 says, “Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning 
get guidance” (NIV). In the March/April issue of response, we learned of our 
new mission statement: 
 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through 
Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, 

and education so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and 
global communities.” 

  
Also, in that issue of response, there were frequently asked questions on 
United Women in Faith. One was how were the decisions made? The 
answer: prayer, discernment and listening. 
 
To receive your free issue of response and for the link to subscribe go to 
https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/ 
 
Growing, Building, Sharing 

Pam Pinkerton-Whitley, CTCUWF President 
  

https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/


We’re United Women in Faith!
The first live space to experience our new brand 
as United Women in Faith is at the TURN IT UP! 
Assembly, May 20-22, in Orlando, Florida. 
Register now and receive preview information to 
get ready for the exciting new journey of our 
sisterhood. Learn more about all the new 
opportunities created for current members and 
new women. Discover how the voices of more 
than 24,000 local members, nonmembers 
and faith-based women outside 
The United Methodist Church—through 
surveys—led the way. 

Speakers are Announced on the Website 
We are excited to announce the Rev. Sung Yeon Choimorrow as our next 
courageous speaker for Assembly 2022! Rev. Choimorrow is the executive 
director of the National Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF), 
where she has organized against violence and discrimination of women and girls 
who are Asian-American and Pacific Islanders (AAPI). She has organized for 
action on issues that impact AAPI such as immigrant rights, affordable health 
care and economic justice. Choimorrow is quoted and seen in multiple national 
media outlets as a leader on the issue. She connected early with 
the United Methodist Women- (now United Women in Faith)-supported US-2 
program as a mission intern and supervisor. To learn more, go to our Assembly 
website: https://assembly2022.org/speakers/. 

Virtual Option 
Our virtual option provides a great opportunity to invite new women to see what 
we are all about. Instead of raising funds for transportation/hotels/meals and 
registration fees totaling likely more than $1,000, the virtual registration fee is 
only $235. We will be highlighting much of our special, regular and new 
programming at this historic Assembly. And we’ll be standing with bishops and 
partners of The United Methodist Church, showing our solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Register through April 25th  assembly2022.org/ 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=O1kuLFRquT9tKC-vM647LJFDxkXil7PGuzFB9dq5GlNpDGC__nsQAA
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=4swH4ZINm1KxraqjZ90qp8REHhaSaGQ8EnkvRuWLmIJFQpPEbJU5cQ
https://assembly2022.org/


  
 

Great 
news— COMMUNITY is God’s desire for us! Please join us at Mission u 2022 as we reflect on the 
community that Jesus is calling us to be! 
 
This year, as we study Luke 13, we find ourselves in a period of disruption and uncertainty. In the 
midst of a devastating pandemic, divisive political climate, unaddressed systemic racism, 
ecological crises and economic turmoil, we turn to the stories of Jesus that have anchored 
Christian communities for two millennia.  
 
Our hope is that we will leave Mission u with a bigger and broader vision of the community Christ 
is calling us to be in times of loss, grief and massive disruption. What would be possible if we tend 
to the needs of our communities in small yet radical ways, as Jesus did in Luke 13?  
 
Our newly designed Mission u 2022 is more flexible and intergenerational than ever— with 
curricula for youth, children and adults focused on the 13th chapter of the Gospel of Luke. 
 
Here is the curricula we will be using that will be available on our e-store  
 
Who Can We Be Together? (Adult) 
 
Community in the Midst of Challenging Times (Youth) 

Our Growing Tree 
From Self-Love to the Beloved Community and All of God’s Creation (Children) 

Will you join us?  
 
Join us Friday, August 5th and Saturday, August 6th, Glen Lake Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.umwmissionresources.org/


  

I was listening to the hymn, Spirit of the Living God the 
other day and I was reminded that while there are opportunities with man …. 
there are never ending possibilities with God. The Bible tells us that the 
Holy Spirit guides us and not only speaks to us but speaks through us. And for 
me listening for and to the voice of God is much better than some of these 
other voices we listen to. And in some cases our own voice is the one that can 
lead us astray.  
 
In the last few months there has been a great deal going on in the United 
Methodist Church and with the United Women in Faith. We learned of new 
denominations, new names and brand changes and postponed meetings. There 
is uncertainty all around with change that was met with obvious anxiety. In a 
recent gathering the words of Matthew 8:23-27 were used to illustrate a scene 
that can be said to mirror what’s going on today. The illustration showed a 
down to earth, real time look into Jesus calming the storm. The discussion 
ended with a few questions that brought on mixed thoughts inside the 
room.  The questions were; 1) Do you live in faith? or 2) Do you live in fear? 
 
Growing up I was taught that we are all fearful at 
times about something and when we find 
ourselves in those situations we must then hold 
fast to our faith. You see I live in a both / and world 
and know the storms are going to come, often in 
the shape of fearfulness and resistance to change 
and the unknown. Is it in these times that we 
should remember that “calming the waters” is the work of Jesus and not 
necessarily ours. That we must sometimes embrace the storm and listen for his 
voice. I urge you to let Jesus calm the storm, for you to focus on preparing for 
the journey through the storm and be open to the possibilities that you will 
find after the storm. After all…..rainbows only appear after the storm.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Darlene R. Alfred 
Board of Director, National United Women in Faith 
Central Texas Conference / South Central Jurisdiction  
  



Hello United Women in Faith members! 
We heard from members around the East District that they are interested 
in starting a virtual book club. At Sing-A-Rainbow in February, it was 
suggested that we read and discuss Practicing Changing Yourself to 
Change the World by Kathy Escobar for our first book. 
Our first meeting will be on ZOOM Monday, April 25th at 6:30 PM to discuss 
the book.  If you are interested in participating, you will need to email me 
directly at caye.felton@gmail.com so I can email you the Zoom Link. 
I found a used 
copy of the book 
on the Internet 
and have almost 
finished it. I can 
tell this is 
going to be an 
excellent book 
for discussion.  

We can discuss additional books and meeting dates at this first meeting. 
Please remember to let me know by email if you are interested in being a 
part of the United Women in Faith Virtual Book Club. I will send out the 
ZOOM link the week before our meeting. 
I am excited to meet you and discuss the book. Please let me know if you 
have any questions. 

Caye Felton 
UWFaith CTC Program Resources Coordination/Management 
817-908-9228 (mobile)
caye.felton@gmail.com
https://uwfaith.org



S.M.A.R.T      Social Action Tools 

used to work for the government and every September before the Fiscal Year started 
in October, we were expected to identify our programmatic goals for the upcoming 
year. We used S.M.A.R.T goals to help us plan - S = Specific; M = Measurable; A = 
Achievable; R = Realistic; and T = Timely. When I retired, I shelved that practice fully 
intending to revisit it and incorporate it into my new life and then I got busy. What I've 
learned since retiring is that I'm all over the place. Without specific goals, everything 
becomes important, and I take on too much. I wonder how much more effective I'd be if 
I would narrow down my focus? 

That's exactly what United Women in Faith (UWF) have done with Social Action. Every 
four years they identify a specific focus for advocacy in addition to ongoing work for 
gender and racial justice, and for oppressed and dispossessed communities with 
special attention to the needs of women, children, and youth. The current justice 
campaigns are Just Energy for All and Ending Mass Incarceration and the 
Criminalization of Communities of Color. 

How would your unit function more effectively if you narrowed your focus? What if you 
selected one of these initiatives on which to focus for the year? Of course, you aren't 
limited to the UWF initiatives. If there's something in your own community that 
deserves your attention, be all means become an advocate!  In order to support your 
work, I'd love to hear what your unit is doing in the areas of Social Action. Be send me 
your focus in Social Action for the year so I can better help you.  (And don't forget, if 
you are active in the Charter for Racial Justice, you get extra credit on your Mission 
Today report!) 

Fannette Welton, Social Action Coordinator 
fandotnet@gmail.com 

For more information: 
Just Energy for All (https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/just-energy-4-
all/) 
Ending Mass Incarceration (https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/mass-
incarceration/) 
Charter for Racial Justice (https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/racial-
justice/) 
Additional Resources to Support Social Action 
(https://sites.google.com/view/sjustice/home) 

mailto:fandotnet@gmail.com
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/just-energy-4-all/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/just-energy-4-all/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/mass-incarceration/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/mass-incarceration/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/racial-justice/
https://uwfaith.org/what-we-do/serve-and-advocate/racial-justice/
https://sites.google.com/view/sjustice/home


Update from MN&O Chair – Cheri Baxter 

Look for these NEW implements coming soon to 
UWF  National website  ( accessible links will be on 
CTCUWF site  as well ) 

All Access Membership: Join us as an All Access 
Member where you can customize your experience and access 
more ways to put love in action. Click Here! (https://uwfaith.org/all-
access-membership/) 

Membership Portal: A Membership Portal is coming soon! With 
the Membership Portal you will have a username and login to 
access United Women in Faith resources. 

Unit Survey: The Unit Survey will be available to you at the     
end of April 

https://uwfaith.org/all-access-membership/
https://uwfaith.org/all-access-membership/
https://uwfaith.org/all-access-membership/


Just Energy 4 All Monthly 
Webinar 

April 20, 2022: Earth Day 
Celebration and Lament 

Join the monthly Just Energy for All webinars to hear from experts, 
community leaders and United Women in Faith members 
advocating for just energy solutions in their communities 
and around the world. 

Learn about efforts to prioritize women’s voices in climate justice advocacy, reduce air pollution, 
install solar panels, increase electric school buses, and more. 

These monthly 90-minute sessions occur every third Wednesday at 3 p.m. ET (2 p.m. CT, 1 
p.m. MT, 12 p.m. PT, 11 a.m. AKT, 10 a.m. HAT, 9 a.m. WT). You don’t need to be a United Women
in Faith member to join us. All are welcome!

The topics for each month will be updated as they are confirmed. 
April 20th GUEST STORYTELLERS 

'Ainise 'Isama'u 
President, United Women in Faith Board of Directors 

Cindy Saufferer 
President, Minnesota Conference United Women in Faith 

Cynthia Taylor 
Member, Baltimore-Washington Conference Creation Care Team 

Ilka Vega 
Member, United Women in Faith Charter for Racial Justice Committee 

Click here to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtcuutpzIjGtIsZee-
DLtfPHwBwD1d0OS5 

Future Daes 
Jun 15, 2022 03:00 PM 
Jul 20, 2022 03:00 PM 
Aug 17, 2022 03:00 PM 
Sep 21, 2022 03:00 PM 
Oct 19, 2022 03:00 PM 
Nov 16, 2022 03:00 PM 
Dec 21, 2022 03:00 PM 
Time shows in Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtcuutpzIjGtIsZee-DLtfPHwBwD1d0OS5
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtcuutpzIjGtIsZee-DLtfPHwBwD1d0OS5
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtcuutpzIjGtIsZee-DLtfPHwBwD1d0OS5
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