The Messenge,

There is uniqueness about each of the four Gospels in the New Testament.

That reality is of great value to the followers of Christ.

It gives us a broad view of who Jesus was;

Of what Jesus did — what he said — and what he reveals to us about God.

It is also a tribute to the authors of those books, and

To the wisdom of all those who contributed to the eventual consensus

That brought to completion the list of 27 books that make up the NT canon.

And, to be sure, it reflects the powerful work of the Holy Spirit who, as Jesus promised,
Would guide us into all the truth.

The unique touch that Luke puts on his Jesus story

Is the caring that is front and center in the ways the Savior relates to the people he encounters.

One writer, Walter Russell Bowie, calls Luke’s Jesus the Compassionate Christ.

And he is that indeed!

The Gospel readings we’ll examine on the Sundays in June (Lectionary Cycle C)
Are all from Luke. And all of them paint a beautiful portrait of this caring Lord.

There are two passages from Luke’s 7" chapter

Characterizing mercy for the lowly and new life for the dead.

In the first (vs.11-17), Jesus bears witness to the coming reign of God,
[lustrated by lovingly raising a widow’s son.

The second (vs.36-8:3) reports the encounter between rich and poor,
And between a sinful woman and a “righteous” man.

The Lord’s compassion in this instance confounds his host

By a demonstration of his authority to forgive sin.

In chapter 8 (vs. 26-39) the widespread nature of Jesus’ mission includes foreigners,
And it wades into the world of mystery as he casts out demons.
There is confusion and even fear among those who watch,

June 2016

But the man who is made whole is commissioned to be a strong witness of God’s mercy and power.

And in chapter 9 (vs 51-62) Jesus is totally committed to his mission in Jerusalem.

He demonstrates his patience even for detractors.

He refuses to show wrath for Samaritans who ignore him, even though some disciples urge it.
And he made clear to would-be followers that joining his mission required commitment,

And would not allow for excuses of any kind, petty or serious.

Jesus calls his disciples, then and now, to single-mindedness.

And it would certainly seem, at least from Luke’s perspective,

That the focal points were/are compassion and caring, welcome and inclusion,

Wholeness and peace.

Luke’s Jesus invites us to discipleship.

He shows us how it’s done, and he promises his ongoing support.

He reminds us again and again that the invitation is universal.

That invitation, of course, is privilege. It is a gift, a mark of inexplicable grace.

And it also brings, of course, responsibility — to tell the world a mighty wind has blown.
A lovely contemporary song by Gary Ault bears that note;

It says: When you witness to the Word by serving other men,

Then you will see the Spirit move again. You will see the Spirit move again.

It’s pretty likely that Luke’s Jesus would say Amen to that!

Peace to you,

Fred



The Summer Schedule begins on
June 5, 2016— 8 am & 10 am
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SUMMer

We will resume our regular schedule
(8 am and 11 am) on Sunday, September 4, 2016

LEMONADE AND COOKIES

Fellowship after the 10:00 AM worship service, also known as
“Coffee Hour,” is a special tradition at All Saints’. During the sum-
mer months, starting the first Sunday in June and continuing
through the last Sunday in August, lemonade and cookies will be
served in place of coffee. We need volunteers to serve the lemon-
ade and provide the cookies. Please call Vickie in the parish office
at 537-3610 to sign up for a Sunday. This will be a refreshing way
to maintain our tradition.

ALL SAINTS’ OUTREACH

Members of All Saints’ have two great giving opportunities during
the month of June. On Sunday, June 12, the loose offering is
designated for the United Thank Offering (UTO). This is a ministry
of the Episcopal Church that supports missions and ministries all
over the world. In addition, on Sunday, June 19, the loose offer-
ing will be given to King’s Kitchen, a soup kitchen/feeding program
in Rich Square.

Also, Ruthie Gregory has made another batch of her famous
homemade spicy mustard. She will have a few jars in the office if
you would like to make a donation of $6 a jar. They went fast last
time. Donations will go to outreach.

Thank you members for your generosity and caring.




Let’s Talk About Saints

Saints have had a huge role to play in the life and history of the Church. It should be noted from the start
that that’s by design — God’s design. We know that, of course. But sometimes it slips our minds, or we think
it's not so important. But it is — important. After all, we say in the Creed, (that) the Holy Catholic Church, (is)
the communion of saints.... What we more often forget is that we’re among them. We do that, no doubt,
because we think it's presumptuous to call ourselves saints; or maybe because we don’t think we’re qualified.
And that’s all likely because we simply don’t start with the correct definition of a saint. So that's where this
reflection ought to begin. It's actually quite simple: a saint is a forgiven sinner — not someone who has
earned or achieved the title. It should be noted quickly that there are many saints who have done, and many
who now daily do, great things. It is appropriate that they be recognized somehow, because they do stand
out, and because they are powerful withesses and examples to the rest of us. So maybe, for the sake of
clarity and in keeping with our creedal theology, (and just for fun) we ought occasionally to call them Over-
achievers.

The liturgy of the Church sets apart specific days to remember and recognize the great Saints of the Church.
They are fixed dates, usually determined by the day of the person’s death when known. Since the use of the
Common Lectionary (used by a growing number of denominations) it has become the custom of “transferring”
the observance to the following day if the date happens to fall on a Sunday in a given year. Unfortunately,
this has somewhat limited our hearing the powerful stories of many of these faithful servants, and, sadly, it
seems to have meant that their witness has been limited a bit. But it remains meaningful and we do need to
be reminded about the courage and impact of those who have gone before us, most of them centuries ago.
There are three “saints’ days in the month of June. We'll not observe them on Sundays, but here is some
brief reflection about them that may help to strengthen and support us.

Overachiever (or Saint) Barnabas is celebrated on June 11. He was born in Cyprus in the 1% Century. The
Acts of the Apostles describes him as ‘a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 6:24). His Jewish
name was Joseph, but when he sold his goods and gave the money to the apostles in Jerusalem, they gave
him the name of Barnabas. It means “son of consolation” or “man of encouragement.” Although he was not
one of The Twelve, he is traditionally thought of as having been among the 72 commissioned by Jesus to
preach. Because of that, he is given the honorary title of Apostle. Barnabas lived with the earliest Christians
in Jerusalem. He was one of the first to welcome Paul, the former persecutor. He was able to persuade the
Christians that Paul was a true believer in Jesus (Acts 9:26-30). When in Antioch, Barnabas invited Paul to
join him there, and later, along with Paul took the Antiochean donation to Jerusalem during a famine.
Barnabas also had a close connection to John Mark. When Paul and John Mark had a dispute and went
separate ways, Barnabas took Mark’s side. They eventually sailed to Cyprus, and Paul, with his new com-
panion Silas, went elsewhere. Little more is known of Barnabas, but it is believed that his rift with Paul was
eventually healed because Paul mentions him in 1 Corinthians (9:6) and also in his letter to the Galatians.

Overachiever (or Saint) John the Baptist is commemorated on June 24. It is known as The Nativity of St.
John the Baptist. He has a unique place in the story of Jesus’ life and ministry. He was, of course, the son
of Elizabeth, cousin of Jesus’ mother Mary. And he was known and followed by many as he preached and
baptized. He knew his role: “Among you stands one who is greater than |,” he said. John also said, "[Jesus]
must increase, but | must decrease." And so his birth is celebrated half a year before Jesus', just as the day-
light in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet.

Overachievers (or Saints) Peter and Paul are remembered annually on June 29. These two strong-willed
apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who
both offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of
Christians, then was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Each of these Saints clearly illustrate God'’s forgiveness — and God'’s willingness to use the work of sinners.
And that’s good news for us — and that’s what makes us saints.




Hymn Notes

This time we’ll look at two of the hymns we’ll be singing at worship in June.

First we’ll examine the hymn entitled Lift high the Cross, a bold and stirring song of faith that has words and
music most appropriate for its subject, the Cross. Theology of the cross is at the heart of our faith as we recall
the dreaded instrument of torture that has been such an important element and image of God’s salvation
through the life, death and resurrection of Christ. This hymn, written by George William Kitchen, was first
published in the 1916 supplement to Hymns Ancient and Modern. Kitchen, the son of an Anglican rector, was
born in Suffolk, England in 1827. An Anglican clergyman himself, he was appointed dean of Winchester in
1883, dean of Durham in 1894, and became chancellor of Durham University in 1909. It has been suggested
that the hymn was inspired by the story of Constantine the Great's conversion to Christianity after seeing a
cross with "In hoc signo vinces" (In this sign conquer) on it. It was intended as a festival hymn and was first
performed in Winchester Cathedral. Before being published it was revised by Michael Robert Newbolt who
had been ordained a deacon in 1899 and a priest one year later. Newbolt lived until 1956.

The tune to which this hymn is set is called Crucifer. It was composed by Sydney Hugo Nicholson
specifically for this text and was included in the first publication of the hymn. Nicholson was an accom-
plished musician. He served as organist at several cathedrals, including his last position at Westminster Abby.
He resigned in 1927 in order to devote his full attention to the School of English Church Music which he
founded that year, serving as its director until his death in 1947. The school became the Royal School of
Church Music in 1945 and was transferred to Canterbury, then moved again to Addington Palace, Croydon, in
1954. He was knighted in 1938 for his services to church music.

The second of the hymns is 4 mighty fortress is our God, certainly familiar to Christians around the
world, especially Protestants. It was written by Martin Luther (1483-1546), the German Reformer of the
Church in the sixteenth century. It has been called by some the battle hymn of the Reformation, and its text
emphasizes the power God brings to bear on behalf of the Church and of Christian believers. It was based on
Psalm 46. Luther’s history as a person, priest, theologian and person is fascinating. Destined to become a
student of the Law, he suddenly experienced a personal draw to an Augustinian Monastery. As a monk he
quickly demonstrated a deep interest in Biblical Theology which led him to challenge some doctrinal teaching
of the Church. His leaders sought to distract him from controversy by encouraging him to consider the priest-
hood and service in parish ministry. He did that, but his ordination did not change his burning desire to call
the Church into question. He wrote voluminously in the academic community of Wittenberg. Soon his writ-
ings drew attention and wrath from Rome, and in 1517 he was ex-communicated, and the Reformation in Ger-
many was off and running. Luther was tenacious, and he was willing to stand toe-to-toe with any opponent.
He was a bold and forceful man. One of the things that seem most strange about him was hymn writing. He
is credited with the composition of at least 36 hymns. For 15 of them he wrote original music, and adapted
existing tunes for the rest. Some of them were for children and marked with tenderness beyond what anyone
would have expected from such a bold and challenging person.

Most of Luther’s hymns have been regarded as being message oriented instead of feeling. And that
was his style. This hymn, arguably his best known, is an example of that approach. It seeks to portray the
power and promise of God’s Word in the worldly battle with Satan and evil. It is a statement of strong faith
and trust, and it bears witness to God’s ongoing support for the Church. The tune for this hymn (Ein feste
Burg) is one of Luther’s compositions. The strength of the melody gives support to the power of the words,
and it is widely considered to be one of the greatest hymns of faith.




A Moment for Liturgy

The style of worship used by Episcopalians is called liturgical. The truth is that that means
a variety of things. The first thing noticed about it, especially by those who are not a part of that tra-
dition, is that it is quite formal. (Actually, a better word would be ordered, but formal will do.) The
value in the formality is intentional dignity. Certainly, any approach to being in the presence of and
speaking to God should, by its very nature, be dignified. Dignity is achieved in liturgy by the use of
quality language and music. These are appropriate signs of respect for the presence of the Holy,
and understandably, they are considered a must. Therefore, high quality language means clear
statements with concise imagery and sound biblical/theological content. High quality music, like-
wise is marked by melodies that are memorable and well-appointed for the texts to which they are
set. In the coming months there will be a series of articles in this Messenger that will be entitled A
Moment for Liturgy. They will comment on various parts of Liturgy intending to jog some memo-
ries, and maybe to call attention to some new information.

We’'ll start here with a quick look at the Liturgical Calendar. It is simply designed to make an
annual journey through the life and teachings of Jesus. The first half of the year centers on the
events in Jesus’ life. That all starts with the season designed to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’
birth. Advent is the name of the season. (The word means “coming.”) Four Sundays prior to De-
cember 25 comprise the Advent Season and the focus throughout is derived from prophecies and
expectations of God’s promise to redeem the Creation. Then comes Christmas (December 25).
I's more than a day —it's a season of 12 days. Epiphany (the day is January 6.) It recalls the visit
of the Wise Men to worship the child Jesus. They were the first non-Jews to worship the Lord.
Since they were led by the brightly shining star, and because Jesus fulfills God’s promise to be the
light to the Gentiles, the name Epiphany was chosen because it literally means “shining forth.” That
season varies in length, depending on the date of Easter (determined each year by the vernal equi-
nox (first full moon of spring). The earlier that is, the shorter the Epiphany Season and the later, the
longer.

Six weeks before Easter the preparations begin for that festival in a penitential season called
Lent. It always includes six Sundays and ends with Jesus’ crucifixion being recalled. Easter is also
a season that starts with the Day of Jesus’ Resurrection. That season includes six more Sundays.
Fifty days after Easter is the Day of Pentecost, the day/event that celebrates God’s gift of the Holy
Spirit. It starts the season of Pentecost that makes up the rest of the year, basically half of the cal-
endar. It has its focus on the teachings of Jesus, and is sometimes referred to as “the Church’s
half-year.” It must be noted that throughout the whole calendar there are certain dates designated
to commemorate the lives of historically important people of faith, generally known as the Saints of
the Church. They are remembered primarily because of their withess and example which have
teaching value for all of us.




Scripture Readings and Server Schedule

NOTE TIME CHANGE to 10 AM BEGINS JUNE 5

The Ushers for June
Liz and Richard Thiele

June 5 - Pentecost 3 (Proper 5)
8 am Chalice & Lay Reader: Joanne Parrott
8 am Lector: Ginny Orvedahl
10 am Chalice: Patricia Barnes
10 am Lay Reader: Chris Lehman

10 am Lector: Mike Scott
FLOWERS: Dee Coburn
LEMONADE: Dee Coburn

1 Kings 17:17-24 Having offered hospitality to Elijah, a
widow in Zarephath loses her son to an illness. Through
prayer, Elijah restores the boy to life, and the joyful mother
acknowledges that Elijah is indeed a man of God.

Psalm 30 My God, | cried out to you, and you restored me
to health.

Galatians 1:11-24 The apostle and church-planter Paul tells
the story of his ministry given to him by Jesus Christ. In the
midst of grave tension in his church in Galatia, he assures
his congregation that his work is centered in the pure gospel
of Jesus Christ, unlike the other teachers among them.

Luke 7:11-17 Jesus’ ministry bears witness to God’s com-
ing reign, where the lowly are shown mercy and the dead are
raised. Here, Jesus ministers to a widow by raising her only
son to life.

June 12 - Pentecost 4 (Proper 6)
8 am Chalice & Lay Reader: Robbie Stewart
8 am Lector: Jennifer Quinn
10 am Chalice/Lay Reader:  Gaynell Jennings

10 am Lector: Mary Wellman
FLOWERS: Open
LEMONADE: Paula Mastroianni

2 Samuel 11:26--12:10, 13-15 King David seduced his
neighbor Bathsheba and was responsible for the death of
her husband, Uriah. God sends the prophet Nathan to con-
front the king. Nathan tells the king a parable and opens
David’s eyes to see his own guilt.

Psalm 32 Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Galatians 2:15-21 Paul preaches on the power of God’s
grace to make us faithful. We are made right with God
through Jesus Christ alone, through no work of our own. As
a result, Christ’s life has become our whole identity.

Luke 7:36--8:3 Through a dramatic encounter of rich and
poor, righteous and sinner, Jesus teaches the relationship
between receiving mercy and responding with a lavish out-
pouring of love. Jesus also provokes his host by claiming
authority to forgive sins.
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Fred’'s 50th Anniversary of being Ordained is
Sunday, June 19th and we want to SURPRISE him
after the main service with a cake that Sunday.
Please plan to come to the parish house after the
10 am service that day to help celebrate with him.
REMEMBER—IT’S A SECRET.

(yes, he got a messenger without this article)

June 19 - Pentecost 5 (Proper 7)
8 am Chalice & Lay Reader: Joanne Parrott
8 am Lector: Ginny Orvedahl
10 am Lay Reader: Scott Barber
10 am Chalice: Patricia Barnes
10 am Lector: Tom Wellman
FLOWERS: Church in honor of Fred
LEMONADE: SURPRISE CELEBRATION

Isaiah 65:1-9 The prophet announces God’s impatience.
The people’s self absorption is idolatry, and images from
pagan worship fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes
the grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s exile to
establish a new community of the faithful.

Psalm 22:19-28 In the midst of the assembly | will praise
you.

Galatians 3:23-29 For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that
unites people not only with God but with other believers.
Those who call themselves children of God experience a
transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class,
or gender in favor of true unity in Christ.

Luke 8:26-39 Jesus’ mission includes foreigners, and his
authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who
witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but
the man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony
of God’s mercy and power.

June 26 - Pentecost 6 (Proper 8)
8 am Chalice & Lay Reader: Joanne Parrott
8 am Lector: Ginny Orvedahl
10 am Chalice &Lay Reader: Patricia Barnes
10 am Lector: Jack Barber
FLOWERS: Joanne Parrott
LEMONADE: Joanne Parrott

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 In the story preceding today’s read-
ing, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of
God’s mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah that there
are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions him to
anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha.
Psalm 16 | have set the Lord always before me.

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is
not permission to do whatever we want. It is the

invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power
and guidance of Christ’'s Holy Spirit produce a

different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy
Spirit.

Luke 9:51-62 Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his
mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by

pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his
disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

July 3 Pentecost7 (Proper9)
8 am Chalice & Lay Reader: Robbie Stewart
8 am Lector: Jennifer Quinn
10 am Chalice/Lay Reader:  Patricia Barnes

10 am Lector: Carl Burke
FLOWERS: Open
LEMONADE: Open

The Ushers for July
Val and Tony Short
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LET US RING IN SPRING......
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