
SEASON OF OPEN DOORS
Summer is almost over and we as a church stand before open 
doors. School doors soon will open, our work offices are open, 
restaurants, and many of our routine places we often visit, their 
doors have been swung open once again to greet us and wel-
come us.

COVID-19 is somewhat in the rearview with many of us fully 
vaccinated comfortable gathering in small groups without our 
mask. It’s almost hard to believe that just a few months ago 
most of, if not all of our favorite places were closed and many 
stayed behind closed doors in their homes gathering safely 
through virtual zoom meetings. 

I am grateful, and I hope you are as well for this season of 
Open Doors. We as Methodist understand in a deeper way the 
reality of Open Doors.  Our Wesleyan tradition that declares 
we are a people of “Open hearts, Open Minds, and Open 
Doors,” takes on a refreshing new enthusiasm.

Have we considered all of our neighbors who have also spent the last year restricted to closed doors? As the 
body of Christ, are we passionate about planning and implementing new ways to let them too know that our 
doors are truly open to them.  When new seekers come, are we all standing with our hearts open and ready to 
shower them with love and welcome all to a place where they too can be nurtured and find belonging.

Many times churches make the mistake in solely depending on the pastor to do the labor of loving and sharing 
with the community.  This is error and symbolic of closed doors. Membership decreases when no one carries on 
the torches of those who left a legacy of service with their faithfulness, giving, and ministry. There commitment 
becomes a distant memory as more and more church goers refuse to activate their faith when they avoid to con-
tribute to the ministry.

As the pastor of UMCOH, I am so grateful for the level of faith and willingness to serve amongst the laity.  As 
a result, I continue to encourage every member and every leader of UMC of Hartford in this new season to truly 
open our doors by opening your minds to new fresh expressions of ministry that reaches and connects our com-
munity as well as using all of our power and skills to strengthen the presence of excellence and love within our 
community of faith. 

It’s going to take all of us to be the staple of open doors our beloved Hartford community needs.  Through our 
collective labor of love, the community will recognize that our Open Doors are inviting, welcoming and a 
desired spiritual haven where they too can find solace and transformation.

Pastor Crystal Paul-Watson



BACK TO SCHOOL YOUTH MESSAGE 
Hi there!
Some of you may know me; my name is Zyanna Paul-Watson, 
the daughter of Pastor Crystal & Rev. Derrick Watson. As hard as 
it is to be a PK (Pastor’s Kid), it’s also difficult to be any kid at 
this time of the year. We’re all getting ready to go back to school, 
and we’re preparing and devoting ourselves to confronting a new 
school year. But truly, can we ever be totally prepared for it? 

As a future freshman, I can agree that some of us might be 
stressed. The trick is to prepare yourself mentally - as much as 
you’ve prepared yourself physically. Asking God to help you in 
this situation is OK. Praying often and asking God to help us is 
something most of us should be doing. Having complete faith in 
God while having faith in yourself will help you with your mental confidence in the process of returning to school, and 
throughout the school year.

It’s important to realize that you’re not the only one dealing with specific worries like these - whether it’s getting to the 
right classes on time, staying on top of schoolwork, or even if it’s just paying attention in class.  Just know there are a ton 
of people who will help and support you, including God.  I hope this helps, and have a good school year!

Zyanna Rain Paul-Watson

A MESSAGE TO ALL OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS
Welcome back to the United Methodist Church of Hartford. I once heard an ad on television which compared this time 
apart to a long winter. Some winters are fun - you can go out and play in the snow. There are, however, other winters that 
keep us in the house far away from one another. Winter turns into spring, the air becomes warm, and you can go out to 
see family and friends. Our Sunday School is like the spring after a long, dark winter. We can be together again. So, I have 
great news that on September 5, our Sunday School will return. It may look a little different than it has in the past because 
of the pandemic, but just as with the return of spring, we will be able to be together once more. We may have been apart, 
but we are never alone as long as we have Jesus.

Our class will be back in session with our curriculum of fun craft projects and some new programs. Sunday School will 
happen at a new time, from 9:00am to 10:00am, learning the timeless lessons from the greatest book ever written, the 
Bible. Let the light of Jesus shine in your hearts, and let’s plan to see each other on our first day of Sunday School.

~ Your Sunday School teacher, Ms. Julie
 “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is
 wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we do wrong and teaches us to do what is right.”
                  2 Timothy 3:16 NTL

MAD-LIBRETTO PERFORMANCE AT UMC

On Sunday, June 27, LOLLIPOP OPERA presented a short opera entitled 
“Mad-Libretto” in the church sanctuary after service.  LOLLIPOP OPERA is a 
touring arts outreach program founded in 2009 by Deanna and John Swanson to 
give young audiences an entertaining and interactive introduction to opera.  
“Mad-Libretto” was inspired by the game of Mad-Libs in which audience mem-
bers are requested to provide words which are used to fill in blanks in a story 
which, when read back, becomes a humorous narrative.  With the opera program 
there was the added element that the entire story was being sung.  The audience 
of two dozen or so people, mostly members of the UMC congregation, really got 
into the spirit of the event and provided some great words.  Everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves and the Swansons are truly grateful to all who attended.



TRUSTEES CORNER
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for entrusting building and maintenance issues to us. We have worked diligently on the repairs to the roof and sanctuary. 
We are holding the line on making certain that core issues are addressed before money is spent on surface issues. Roof repairs com-
pleted last year on the east side of the sanctuary made this year’s repainting in the sanctuary, as well as in the church stair hallway, 
possible. Also, broken stained glass windows in the balcony were replaced by an expert, who matched the amber glass expertly. Last, 
the water-damaged mural above the altar was restored during the first week of August, ahead of schedule.
More recently, our roofers have completed repairs outside the northwest corner of the church building, as well as on the parsonage 
side of the sanctuary. When we are certain that the roof repairs on the west side have been effective, and we are certain that the walls 
are completely dry, damaged walls in the related area of the sanctuary will be repaired. We realize that the northwest corner of the 
sanctuary is unsightly, but until the walls have thoroughly dried, the paint will not hold. 
Electrical problems with our lift, in the leased Gifts of Love space, and in the church’s narthex have been resolved. Electrical 
improvements that will enhance the quality of virtual church services broadcast from the sanctuary are in the works, and we hope to 
have them completed by Labor Day.
Door lock issues have arisen and been addressed, too, and continue to be as they arise. We have a lot of work to do in Wesley Hall 
and the rest of the basement because of long-standing and worsening flooding following storms. Thanks to Jeffrey Hill, Don Ranger, 
and Steve Derby, much of the damaged wood and other waterlogged materials have been removed from the basement.  Old painting 
materials have also been disposed of properly at local scheduled hazardous waste collections. We hope to obtain quotes this fall to 
begin work on this project in earnest during fall and winter.

Meanwhile, our outdoor gardens and planters are healthy. Sarializ Hernandez, one of our teenagers, has been keeping the plants 
watered. The lawns have been mowed by Jeffrey Hill and Don Ranger. We are so grateful for their able assistance. God is good. 
We send you best wishes for happy summer days.
In Christian love, 
Beth Ann Loveland Sennett, Chair (On Behalf of the Board of Trustees)

CHURCH SAFETY REMINDERS
Our church safety plan is based on recommendations of Homeland Security and FEMA’s Guide for Developing High-Quality Emer-
gency operations plans or Houses of Worship (June, 2013), and includes a planned safety reminder at the beginning of each meeting 
at the church, and at the beginning of regular church services (see below). Our plan emphasizes preparation, planning, and protec-
tion. Our church emergency operations plan is evolving, but we do have an active shooter plan in place to prepare for the possibility 
of a dangerous intruder. 
According to the Secret Service and the Department of Education, almost 100% of active shooters experienced or perceived a major 
loss before their attack; 78% had a history of suicide attempts or suicidal thoughts; and 71% felt persecuted, bullied, threatened, 
attacked, or injured by others prior to the incident. These are distinct red flags to watch for—and by engaging with the student popu-
lation, helping them feel comfortable speaking up, and providing them with training, these red flags can be brought to the surface 
early on.” (https://www.campussafetymagazine.com/safety/how-to-prepare-for-an-armed-intruder-in-schools/)
We want our place of worship to be a sanctuary, but churches have become targets of active shooters. Being prepared for problems will 
help us to make good choices in a crisis. Specifically, we urge you to locate exits are wherever you are, report suspicions on an ongoing 
basis, evacuate as quickly as you can in an emergency, and call 911 when at a safe distance from the building. 
Just a few things to consider: if confronted by an armed intruder and it is not possible to exit the building, do not cluster – spread 
out, and create chaos – throw whatever you have at the intruder (e.g., books, bags, etc. – to throw the intruder “off balance”).  If a 
weapon can be confiscated, kick it aside and put it in a trash can or other container – DO NOT HOLD IT or law enforcement may 
assume you are the perpetrator. Similarly, if running from the site, have your hands in the air, lest it is assumed you are the criminal. 
To summarize: Surviving an Active Shooter Event

Plan, Prepare, Protect
RUN, HIDE, FIGHT 

An intruder event is a dynamic event. People often don’t know what to do. Preparing will help you respond, and outcomes will be better.
 •   Report suspicions on an ongoing basis •  Evacuation if possible  •  Call 911 once at a safe distance
 •   Break windows to escape if you need to, aiming for bushes and shrubs. Jumping is better than waiting
 •   If sheltering in place, barricade doors and fasten with belts, etc.  •   Cover windows and doors
 •   Look for alternative escape routes in case shooter gets inside
 •   Use whatever you have as a weapon (books, bags, etc.)
 •   Space out: no clusters •   Spread out and storm him/her
 •   People prepared react faster if they’re prepared”

(Retrieved from https://www.campussafetymagazine.com/safety/how-to-prepare for-an-armed-intruder-in-schools/)



NY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2021:  A summary of the speeches                   By Steve Derby, lay delegate

Bishop Bickerton’s opening remarks.  In Bishop Bickerton’s opening address to the conference he compared our experi-
ence of enduring the yearlong COVID shutdown with Noah’s time cooped up on the Ark.  His world, our world completely shut 
down, turned up-side down.  Events were canceled, General Conference was postponed – which delayed decision making on impor-
tant issues such as the church’s issues with human sexuality.  When the flood receded, God instructed Noah to leave the Ark.  And 
as COVID recedes, we too must leave our Ark and start over again.  Just as it was for Noah, life as we know it has changed.  Be fruit-
ful and multiply were God’s instructions to Noah.  As we start over again let us first acknowledge God’s greatness and steadfast love.  
We are here, we have survived. Going forward 1) We must once again build the body of Christ. 2)  We must leave behind practices 
that have caused harm. We must deal with racism in all its manifestations.  We must reconcile with each other. 3) Jesus said: “I am 
the resurrection and the life.”  Let us boldly say “We believe.”  These days our faith has been tested and tired!  We believe that God 
will see us through.  God is not through with us yet, so members of the NYAC:  GET OUT THE ARK!

Teaching Moments with Hector Burgos (DS Capital District, New Jersey Conference).  Rev Burgos compares our 
current situation with the Israelites wandering in the wilderness.  What a year!  COVID, racial tensions, economic stress.  We have 
experienced disruption, loss, wandering.  We are surely having our own wilderness experience.  This is a time for renewal.  Let us 
acknowledge God’s goodness. God can create beauty out of chaos.  Here are 4 things that we should do:  1) Come closer to God.  
Seek God and all else will be given to you.  2)  Act in faith, not in fear. 3) Be open to new ways to doing things. 4) Take risks.  Playing 
it safe doesn’t work.  Have the courage to stand for justice for all of God’s children.  Eradicate the sin of racism in church and in 
society.  Be strong and courageous.  God will not let you down. During COVID, many of us lost our sense of purpose, wandering in 
a wilderness with no sense of destination. In the wilderness God never abandoned the Israelites.  God provided sustenance.  In our 
COVID wilderness God sustained us as well.  We kept together through ZOOM.  God made us realize our need for each other, 
making us feel closer even in our separateness. What new thing is God calling us to do? 

Bishop Bickerton’s Episcopal Address.  Bishop grew up in a spiritual home.  He grew up in the church. He was loved at 
home but bullied at school   He feared for his safety.  He feared Church camp, but for the first time he was accepted as he was by 
kids his own age.  He heard the Christian story in a new way.  A way that was meaningful, not just words.  It was a transformational 
moment for him.  He learned 1) Relationships are key to everything. 2) He began to understand our why and our purpose. 3)  The 
word of God has to become flesh.  We need living examples that make the word come alive. 4) The flame has to be lit; we need a 
spark. 5) Conversion is essential. 6) Love is an absolute, a game changer, the bedrock of who we are and what we are called to be. 
These 6 revelations will be the key to the next 18 months for the NYAC.  These will be our guidelines as we move forward.  Covid 
and its aftereffects have changed us.  Questions remain about our sustainability.  Another COVID effect is mental and spiritual 
fatigue.   There has been an alarming increase in suicides!  The spiritual and emotional toll is great. We must be careful and deliberate 
as we walk into a post-covid world.  There may be a strong feeling to ‘go back to Egypt’ instead of forging on to the promised land.  
We can’t be what we once were.  
COVID is not all we have to deal with.  The pandemic of racism calls for our attention. Racism must be dealt with and defeated.  
There is still uncertainty around ‘new expressions of Methodism’.  Matters of separation are our new reality. Some churches are 
already leaving us over the issue of homosexuality.  General Conference has been postponed a second time to Aug / Sept 2022.  
These Delays in the convening of General Conference have added to the uncertainty and anxiety. Next year will be a time for the 
NYAC to reset and to revise.  
Half of our staff have retired or have left us.  These are massive changes in chaotic times.  We need a reality-based conversation on 
sustainability.  We have a shortage of preachers, a shortage of finances. At the conference and local level, we are asking how we live 
out our vision.   Bishop recommends we read: How to lead when you don’t know where you are going” by Susan Belmont. God is 
with us and will guide us.  

Memorial Service lead by Reverend Karen Monk.  “We are in a sea of grief. Where is the promised land?” Jesus in his 
farewell discourse said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. I will prepare a place for you. I will bring you to myself.” “How can we 
know the way?” the disciples ask.    “I AM THE WAY!” Jesus replies.   We are the people of THE WAY.  Love is the way, the truth, 
the life.  Jesus led a life of love and hope.  Anyone who loves is born of God.  Those who remain in love remain in God, and God in 
them.   We are bound for the promised land.  Won’t you go with me? Amen.

Ordination Service (in which our own Pastor Crystal is ordained as a Provisional Elder!)  Bishop Bickerton leads 
the service: Winter to Spring – an explosion of green, an explosion of lush new growth.  Seeds explode all around us.  This time of 
year, everything is fresh with new possibilities.  This kingdom of God has much to celebrate. And a whole lot of it is out of our 
hands.  Yet we humans like to be in control.  When You accepted your calling in a way it wasn’t you who were in control.  Some of 
us want to be a fast-growing poplar tree – get out there and get going.  Some of us want to be a mighty Oak, strong and steadfast.  
Yet Jesus says the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, starts out tiny and insignificant yet grows into a mighty WEED! Yes, a 
weed, a bush, not a mighty oak!  God sees things differently than we do.  The work of God starts inconspicuously.  Many ministries 
start small and later become great.  Wesley was denied ordination twice by the Anglican Church, yet he was the founder of the Meth-
odist Church.  Jesus’ disciples were a motley crew, yet they built the church.  Have you ever asked ‘why me Lord? In your path 
toward ordination, perhaps God has chosen you so that people can see something of God in you. God is at work in you.  Acknowl-
edge that God is in charge, NOT you!  We serve a God who loves us.  It is not about you.  It is about God who called you.  ‘Here I 
am Lord, Send me.” 



“SURELY THE PRESENSE OF THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE” - Hymn 328 in the Red Hymnal

I am sure that you all know this hymn and Pastor Crystal will lead us in it during the August 22 service. You may notice 
that we sing an additional three verses that are not in the hymnal.  There is a back story to this.  The story might refresh 
memories for some but it does have a special message for all of us that I would very much like to share.

Back before time began, around 1994, one of our choir members, Mildred Sharon Jessie, 
a special and talented teacher, loved by her students, was touched by the single verse of 
this hymn, had a vision, and wrote three additional verses.  We were all so taken by them 
that she graciously offered to let the church print and perform the full hymn without 
violating her copyright.  Not too long after these verses for the hymn were written, 
Mildred Sharon passed away, suddenly, tragically and unexpectedly.  Our congregation 
and our choir has, over the years, sung this hymn and her verses in remembrance of her. 

Below is a photo of the quilt that her Church School class made for her as a gift in 1991, 
a wonderful quilt for a very special teacher.  If you look closely, you will see names of 
our children, now adults, whom you know.  When Mildred Sharon passed away, Anne 
Bracket asked Mildred Sharon’s family if she might have the quilt as a memento of her 

friend.  Anne, she is Pastor Anne now, graciously took a picture of this treasured remembrance for me to show here. 

Mildred Sharon was a delightful person who kept poking at the choir to 
perform the music that she loved, that she had grown up with, Black Gospel 
Music, in addition to the usual traditional Wesley genre of church music.   
The choir and Scott Lamlein, our then choir director, knew that we really 
needed to do that so we tried.

I must digress for a moment.  We had never thought about this, but we had 
a problem.  The crux of the problem was that music is language, pure and 
simple, and there are as many different “musics” as there are spoken 
languages.  The choir members were accomplished musicians in some “lan-
guage” but really unable to properly sing to our satisfaction in other “lan-
guages”.  Black Gospel Musics, there are several, done well, are complex 
and beautiful languages very different from European or Asian based 
Church music. 

Don’t laugh or even smile - this is serious.  For me, it was like asking me to communicate with Russians, in Russian, and 
you must understand that in my job working with Russians, I needed that language.  I took classes 4 days a week at Pratt 
& Whitney and one evening on my own with a tutor for years.  After about 5 years I was about as fluent as any three year 
old in Russia.  I’m not that stupid, I am just “mature”. Languages, whether spoken or musical, can be VERY hard for most 
people unless they learn them as children.

So, Mildred Sharon decided, with our Music Director’s full 
support, to start a Gospel Choir and teach us the Black Gospel 
Music language that she loved.  This was great and met with real 
enthusiasm.  Of course, not too long after we started, the Law of 
Retribution bit us and Mildred Sharon was taken from us so we 
lost a treasure, a skilled teacher, singer, and guide. 

Worship language is special, whether spoken or sung.  Learning to 
communicate in a new form long after the flexibility of youth has 
passed is not all that easy – as we here in this church know.  When 
we learn, and we can – we really do experience and share God’s 
gift with great joy.

Mildred Sharon had her feet firmly in both spoken and musical 
languages and her love shown forth like a beacon.  I miss her.

Harold Craig


