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GOING BACK
Unless you live under a rock or seldom go to a store, you may not realize that it is back 

to school time. Where did our summer go? If you were to: walk into a store, go online, or 

watch television, you would clearly see that the new school year is upon us. For some, 

getting prepared to head back to school is exciting while for others, it is dreadful.

 
The thought of “going back” in its larger context can certainly generate different emotions and thoughts within people. 

There are those who view going back as a sign of failure or weakness. For some people, whatever wasn’t accomplished 

in the past is lost and can never to be retrieved again. But, as children of God, I believe that there are times where we need 

to revisit the core principles of our Christian faith. It is like taking a review course. 

 
We live in a time when American churches across denominations are declining. I’m sure we can come up with many 

reasons as to why this is the case. I think one of the primary reasons is because the Christian church has forgotten that the 

main thing is Jesus Christ and the making of Christian disciples. (Sermon: July 29, 2018, Keeping the Main Thing, the 

Main Thing).  Having said that, maybe it is time for us Christians to get back to the basics.

 
Unfortunately, some churches have fallen prey to the latest “gimmick” in an effort to grow. Now, don’t get me wrong, our 

churches do need to be open to changing with the times. But at what cost? Are we willing to lose the core Christian values 

and principles of our faith in order to be the popular church? Or, are we willing to go back to the basics of what makes us 

the Body of Christ?

 
Beloved, going back is not a sign of failure. It is an opportunity for all of us to reflect, discern, and be honest enough with 

ourselves and ask those deep questions:

 Who is God?

Do I believe in God? Why or why not?

Who is Jesus, and why do I need Him?

What is grace, and why is it important?

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Do I understand the Trinity in my life?

What is love?

Why is church important?

Why do I need to know the Bible?

 
When we are willing to first delve into these types of foundational questions,  we can then reflect upon our own denomi-

national standards:

 What does it mean to be United Methodist in the 21st century?

What are our core Methodist beliefs,values, and history?

What does it mean to be connectional?

 
Throughout biblical history, we have seen people going back, not because they were failures, but because they needed to 

be reminded to, or encouraged to, keep the main thing the main thing. Every now and then we need to go back and remem-

ber our first love: God. We need to go back and remember the lessons He taught us and the invisible power She gave us, 

and then move forward in Jesus Christ.

 
Peace,

Pastor Rhonda









 

Family & Friends Day at 
UMC Hartford 

We are asking all members to invite their family and friends to join them in fellow-
ship. Please consider inviting at least two people to service with you. Following
service there will be a special fellowship hour to welcome all our guests. To show
our unity as a congregation please wear a UMC Hartford t-shirt on that Sunday. 
More information will be available soon on how to obtain your t-shirt.

November 11th, Sunday 10am
Please contact Ashley Blount with any questions 860-994-0100.

NEW YORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST MEN
ANNUAL RETREAT

“HEARTS ON FIRE FOR GOD”
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018

Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY 10605

9:00am to 4:00pm
Guest Speaker:  Rev. John T. Simmons, Jr., Pastor, Brooks Memorial UMC

WORKSHOPS
Young Men’s Ministry Training    •    Guidelines to Effective Men’s Ministry

Living Prayer Center Bible Study Ministry

REGISTER & SIGN UP FOR A WORKSHOP TODAY!    -    DONATION $25

For more information please contact Bro. Graham Greaves
Phone:  (718) 578-8161    Email:  narboardhossgreaves@hotmail.com

HEADS UP!  ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT! MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Before you know it, our United Methodist Women will again be meeting monthly.
October 2, 2018 marks our first gathering of the new season, beginning with a potluck supper at 6:30. 

Watch for more details in the bulletin and next month's Epistle.
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