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STEP OUT IN FAITH

In order for Christians to be effective change agents in the world, 

growth amongst the brethren is essential. Healthy growth is not 

only integral to the body of Christ and its ministries, it is also 

reflected in various ways: spiritual, emotional, financial, etc. 

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus challenged His disciples, and all who encountered Him, 

to step out in faith, receive the Holy Spirit, and be open to growing in God. The process is not 

always easy, but it is worth it. In Jeremiah 29:11, we are reminded of the words given to the 

prophet by the Lord, �For I know the plans for you, plans for our welfare and not for harm, to 

give us a future with hope.�

God has plans for the body of Christ at United Methodist Church of Hartford (UMC Hartford). 

With God as our teacher and guide, we are invited to join God along this mysterious journey, to be 

open to the movement of the Holy Spirit within our hearts, and to serve God in whatever capacity 

God plans for us.

SERMON SERIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

September 3

Who Am I? Who is the United Methodist Church of Hartford?

 September 10

In need of a Heart Transplant:

Moving from No, Not Now, Maybe, to a full YES

 September 17

It Takes All of Us

 September 24

Where do we go from here?

 Practical tools for living out God�s purpose on a daily basis

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of September 2017

September 3 � 13th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)

Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21

Liturgist: John Swanson

September 10 � 14th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)

Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

Liturgist:  Beverley Nepaul

September 17 � 15h Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Exodus 14:19-31; Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 (UM135); Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35

Liturgist:   Sandra Ann Craig

September 24 � 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)

Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16

Liturgist: Elaina Mends

HYMN SINGING

Nothing is as integral to worship in the Methodist tradition than hymn singing for Methodists have been providing hymn 
books from the very beginning. John and Charles Wesley were actually co-founders of the Methodist church. They were 
both Ordained priests who spent their lives bringing the good news of Christ to the ordinary people. Their fundamental 
value was for "singing what was preached and preaching what was sung". 

The Wesley's came to America in 1735. In 1742 John Wesley published his first American hymn book. He had already 
published hymn books in England. The title of that first American Hymnal was The Foundry Collection. In the current 
red hymnal(1989),there are 8 hymns still in use today that came from The Foundry Collection. Look them up in the 
Hymnal. They are found on pages 96, 579, 302, 181, 60, 385, 682 and 450. 

Want some rules for singing hymns?  For the fun of learning and to become a better congregation of singers, read page 
vii in the front of the red hymnal. The Wesleys put singing and preaching into equal importance for understanding the 
message of the church. 
                                                                                                                   Alberta Elliott

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES:
THE BIBLE AND HUMAN SEXUALITY: CLAIMING GOD�S GOOD GIFT by Ellen A. Brubaker 
with PARTICIPANT�S GUIDE by M. Garlinda Burton

This study explores the Bible and human sexuality as two essential components of our Christian 
faith. The Bible is part of the foundation of our faith. Human sexuality is part of who we are as 
human beings, created by God and called good. The study invites us to explore the complexity 
of the biblical text and our varied understandings of it in light of human sexuality. 
Suggested Donation:  $10.00 (covers cost of the book)

� Session One:   Tuesday, September 5, 7:15pm

The remaining sessions will be held after church with a pot-luck before the discussions.

� Session Two:  Sunday, September 17, 11:30am

� Session Three:  Sunday, September 24, 11:30am

� Session Four:  Sunday, October 1, 11:30am



OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS SEPTEMBER 10 - DON�T MISS IT!

For over a year the Breakfast Ministry has been providing a robust connection with our community.  Please help us by 
donating the following kitchen items:  Knives, Cutting Boards, a Stock Pot, Hair Nets, Gloves.
We are always thrilled to have new volunteers to assist with our ministry and we would also love it if you would share 
your favorite baked goods with us as a donation towards the breakfast.
You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member, or friend to have a great FREE meal and then 
come to our worship service. Together let�s show the community the love of God. 
Please ask Ashley Blount or Guetty Antiste how you can help or contact Ashley at (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 
neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 �For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.� 

�  EGGS

�  PANCAKES

�  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BISCUITS

�  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

�  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

�  HOT TEA, COFFEE

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for celebrating my 50th birthday with me on August 13. It was a beautiful and joy-filled time in the Lord. I 
was humbled by the love and care that I received from all of you.  After our worship service, we continued the celebration 
with a delicious luncheon prepared by some of our awesome parishioners. The luncheon culminated with: a delicious 
cake, a time of sharing, and picture taking. Once again, thank you for making my 50th birthday a very special time in my 
life that I will remember for a very long time. God Bless You All!
                    With Love,
                    Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor

HEADS UP!  ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT! MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Before you know it, our United Methodist Women will again be meeting monthly.
October 3, 2017 marks our first gathering of the new season, beginning with a potluck supper at 6:30. 

Watch for more details in the bulletin and next month's Epistle.




