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A NEW THING
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.”

Isaiah 43:19 (New Revised Standard Version)

During one of our worship services recently, I asked the congregation, “how many of you like to receive 
something new?” Without fail, most people either raised their hands or nodded their heads in the spirit 
of a resounding “yes”. Who doesn’t like to receive something new, especially if it’s something that a 
person desires or feels that they need? 

The great thing about receiving something new or doing something new is that it hasn’t been tainted. 
There’s a freshness, a sense of  “purity”, possibility, grace, and hope. We can certainly experience that 
spirit of “newness” in our relationship with Jesus Christ and in how we live out Christian Discipleship.

Without a doubt, we should all be thankful that the Lord decided to do a new thing.  Rather than leaving 
us to our own devices, which can lead to our ultimate demise, the Lord became our Savior and 
Redeemer. In becoming our Savior and Redeemer, the Lord provided us with a new path to follow. 
Along this new path, the Lord commissions us to expereince that new life in Christ and to share that new 
life in Christ with others. This is where Christian Discipleship, the equipping of God’s people, becomes 
an integral part of the community of faith.

Some may ask what is Christian Discipleship, and what role does it play in shaping our stewardship of 

time, talent, and financial treasures?  

I’m thankful that the Lord is always looking to do a new thing. As with many church communities, 
September marks the beginning of a new church calender year for United Methodist Church of 
Hartford. I look forward to the Lord doing a new thing in the lives of those who participate in Sunday 
School, the Adult Forum, and bible study classes. It is the hope and prayer that the Lord begins to do a 
new thing in the lives of our young people and adults as some prepare to journey with God through 
confirmation, and let’s not forget those who are still searching and discovering who they are, where they 
belong, and what gifts and talents they bring. 

It is also the hope that the Lord does not stop there. The vision is that people will begin to expereince 
Christian Discipleship in a new, powerful and healing way through the leadership of our Lay Servants 
and Pastor as they preach, teach, enocourage, FAST & PRAY.

Yes, the Lord wants to do a new thing in us. But before the Lord begins the process, we have to sign up 
and be willing to journey with the Lord. Are you ready and willing?

Peace, Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of September 2016

September 4 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UM854); Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33

Liturgist:  Timothy Smith

September 11 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
RALLY DAY

Jeremiah 4:11-12; 22-28; Psalm 14:1-7 (UM746); 1Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10
Liturgist:  Mary Cockram

September 18 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; 1Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 6:1-13

Liturgist: Mary Cockram

September 25 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UM810); 1Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31

Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

CT DISTRICT MISSION PROJECT:
CLEAN WATER FOR NICARAGUANS

ACCION MEDICA CRISTIANA (AMC) is a Nicaraguan faith-based, nongovernmental organization and one of the 
country’s leading health and development agencies. AMC, as a partner of the United Methodist Church, is an 
approved Advance Project #14846A and a Volunteer Host Partner.

Since the development of Filtron ceramic filters in the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch (1998), AMC has had ample 
experience in distributing the appropriate technology to communities in the Caribbean Regions. 

AMC proposes to purchase 200 filters and distribute them to 200 families. The costs for these filters includes: 
purchase of the filters, transportation to AMC Field Office in Sahsa, local distribution to communities, health 
education talks, support for an AMC Promoter and follow up visits (2 to each community). It is anticipated that the 
ceramic filters will not only improve the quality of drinking water for these households but will have a direct impact 
on the prevention of water and food-borne diseases, improved nutrition and better health for these families.

The Cost: $50 per filter

Each church in the Connecticut District is asked to support this project by purchasing at least one filter – that is $50 
per church. Please make checks payable to the CT District and mail to: CT District Office, Attention: Dorothy, 20 
Broadfield Road, Hamden, CT 06517.

ARE YE ABLE?

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS COMING!

Pastor Rhonda will be holding an introduction meeting on Sunday, September 18 at 11:15 a.m. in the youth room for 
all sixth graders and up along with their parents and guardians. Adults interested in Confirmation are also welcome to 
attend this meeting. If you are interested, please contact Pastor Rhonda or call the church office at (860) 523-5132.



OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS ON SEPTEMBER 11 - DON’T MISS IT!

The Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the congregtion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to 
see you ALL at the Community Breakfast. You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member, 
or friend to have a great FREE meal and then come to our worship service. Together let’s show the community 
the love of God. Please share with us your favorite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.
Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

LAST TAG SALE OF THE YEAR: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 FROM 9:00 AM TO 2:30 PM

The LAST TAG SALE of 2016 is happening right in our parking lot. To reserve a vendor spot for $20 or for more infor-
mation please call Jeffery at 860-593-7453.

Volunteers are needed to help at the Tag Sale to set up, price items, and sell! Jeff Hill acquired 6 tables worth of dona-

tions at an estate sale and monies taken from the sale of these items with go to our church.

Do you have any household items, or jewelry, that you don’t want? Bring them to the church to be sold at our last sale. 
We’re looking for gently used household items.  (Please, NO clothing, bedding, or large furniture.)  Proceeds from all 
donated items sold at the tag sale will benefit the hearing impaired ministry. Please contact Jeffery to arrange for drop-off. 
Sorry, no pick-ups.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 

neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something

to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

•  EGGS

•  PANCAKES

•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BISCUITS

•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

•  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

•  HOT TEA, COFFEE

CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH WEBSITE

What’s happening at United Methodist Church of Hartford? Timely updates can be found at our very own church website 
(www.umcofhartford.org). There you will find announcements of upcoming events, the official up-to-date church 
calendar, contact information and pictures, as well as other information about both our church and the United Methodist 
Church generally. If you have internet access, this is a great way to keep up to date.



1 - Amarialys Villegas (Connor) (c)

3 - Julia Sollars

4 - Jacqueline Berg

5 - Ruth Sweeney

  6 - Jim Tresner

12 - Brian Loveland

13 - Deanna Swanson

17 - Carol Hartz

20 - Beth Ann Sennett

22 - Adam Peterson
       Pauline Wood

29 - Nathan Atkinson (c)
       Colin Craig

Deanna & John Swanson - 9/9/00

Doris & Bob Drayton - 9/12/42

Sharon & Roger Kirton - 9/18/81

Maryann & Kevin Loveland - 9/19/81

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

UMCofH CONTINUES ITS SEARCH FOR A NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

With the departure of Stephen Gamboa, our former Director of Music Ministries, UMCofH is once again 
actively seeking to fill that position on a permanent basis. Tremendous thanks go to Sandra Ann Craig for 
so admirably filling the gap with her artistry on the organ and piano since he left. We are also incredibly 
blessed that our wonderful former Director of Music Ministries, Cheryl Wadsworth, has agreed to return 
to us as our interim choir director and organist as her schedule permits. Choir rehearsals will resume under 
her direction on Thursday, September 15 and the chancel choir will sing at the Sunday, September 18 
service. If you or anyone you know feels the Spirit move them to join the choir, simply show up on any 
Thursday evening at 7:30 in the parlor and lift your voice in joyous celebration with our very welcoming 
group of choristers. And if you happen to know an accomplished organist/pianist/choir director who just 
happens to be in search of employment, please direct them our way. We will keep the congregation 
apprised of our progress in finding a new permanent Director by means of Sunday Bulletins and The 
Epistle. Please pray for a successful conclusion to our search.

SAVE THE DATES:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 & 8
The October UMW meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 1, 2016.  ‘Making a House a Home’ is the program 
– a housewarming shower for clients of Journey Home, a non-profit organization whose mission is to end chronic 
homelessness in the greater Hartford region.  Please watch for more detailed information in upcoming church bulle-
tins.

CT District UMW Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, October 8, 2016 at Mary Taylor UMC, Milford CT.  The 
program is ‘Racial Justice: Empowering Women’.  Registration is necessary and the deadline is October 1, 2016.  
Please see the UMW bulletin board for a copy of the registration form.

SAVE THE DATE:  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 7:00 PM
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN invite everyone, not just Methodists and not just women, to meet Dr. Belinda 
Forbes, a missionary with the General Board of Global  Ministries serving in Managua, Nicaragua with Accion 
Medica Cristiana (Christian Medical Action of AMC).  Dr. Forbes, a dentist, serves as AMC’s international liason 
to community health, contributing to a community-based primary dental health program, mentoring volunteers, and 
interfacing with AMC’s international partner organizations.
Join us in the parlor for light refreshments and to learn about Dr. Forbes’ journey of FAITH, LOVE, AND 
ACTION.




