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WHAT’S GOING ON?

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the 

prayer that is made in this place. For now I have chosen and consecrated this house 

so that my name may be there forever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all 

time.” 2Chronicles 7:14-16

In 1971, the song “What’s Going On” by the late Motown legend Marvin Gaye hit the airwaves. The song was inspired 
by events that Renaldo “Obie” Benson, a member of the Motown vocal group The Four Tops witnessed. Benson had seen 
police brutality and violence during a Berkley protest held by anti-war activists. After watching the chaos in the streets, 
Benson asked the question “What is happening here?” and then one question led to another. Why are they attacking their 
own children in the streets? Why are kids being sent off so far away from their families overseas? Marvin, himself, began 
to be concerned by the social ills committed in the United States, citing the 1965 Watts riots as a turning point in his life 
and the emotional conversations he would often have with his brother Frankie, who returned from Vietnam after serving 
three years in the military.

As with Marvin, I’m sure people today are asking themselves the same question, ‘what’s going on’? Today, we have 
witnessed:

 •  White supremacists and neo-Nazi groups march brazenly in the streets of Charlottesville, VA. A white suprema- 
               cist drive his car into a crowd of people, killing a young beautiful woman by the name of Heather Heyer.
 
 •  North Korea’s leader Pyongyang get closer to constructing a nuclear-tipped missile that can reach the United  
     States.
 
 •  The debate heat up over the issue of displaying the Confederate flag and statues of confederate soldiers.
 
 •  Activists address the issues of health care, marriage equality, voters’ suppression, and other social issues with  
    peaceful marches.
   
 •  And most recently, people perish and homes swept away by Hurricane Harvey.
 
So many things are happening in our world. People wonder where is God in all of this? Despite all the horrific events 
happening around us, it is now, more than ever, imperative to hold tight to our faith and the Lord’s hands.  It is important 
that we love one another, help one another, and have honest & healthy discussions about real issues that are affecting our 
world regardless of how uncomfortable those conversations may be.

Yes, we are in the midst of very challenging times. Yes, it seems scary for some.  I personally do not know what exactly 
is going on, but I am reminded in 2Timothy 1:7 that “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 

of a sound mind.” NKJV

Therefore, let’s humble ourselves, seek God’s face, pray, and continue to share the love of Christ. Let’s find practical 
ways to help our brothers and sisters in Texas and throughout the United States who desperately need more than words; 
they need our help. What’s going on? I do not know. But one thing I do know is that God’s got this!

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda



SERMON SERIES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
Sponsored by the General Board of Discipleship
Habits of Hospitality Worship / Sermon Series

In this three-week series, the theme of each service builds on the theme of the one before. First, before anything else, 
and even before we actually meet others, we make it clear we come in peace and offer peace. Second, before we seek 

to share anything of our own gifts or agenda with others, we seek to receive others and the gifts they bring.
Finally, having received others, we share ourselves. (Source: www.umcdiscipleship.org)

 Week One (October 15 - Laity Sunday):  Offering Peace

Week Two (October 22):  Welcoming All the People

Week Three: (October 29):  Sharing Our Authentic Selves

Lectionary Readings for the Month of October 2017

October 1 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
World Communion Sunday

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UM799); Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
Liturgist: Katherine Lahti

October 8 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19 (UM750); Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46

Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

October 15 – 19h Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Laity Sunday

Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 (UM829); Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Liturgist:   Richard Muirhead

October 22 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99 (UM819); 1Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22

Liturgist: Ashley Blount

October 29 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Reformation Sunday

Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 (UM809); 1Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Liturgist: Youth

RESPONSE TO HURRICANE HARVEY –   THINGS WE CAN DO

Please pray for those whose lives have been impacted by hurricane/tropical storm Harvey. Please also pray for the 
Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, and many volunteers in The Texas Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church, Río Texas Conference of The United 

Methodist Church and Central Texas Conference who are working tirelessly to provide relief after Harvey. for 
those whose lives have been impacted by Harvey. Please also pray for Early Response Teams, disaster coordina-

tors, and the many volunteers who are working tirelessly to provide relief.
 

Make relief kits. Please check our website (www.umcofhartford.org), or contact the church office at 860-523-5132.
 

Partner with UMCOR in responding to the needs of communities and individuals impacted by Hurricane Harvey 
by giving to Advance #901670.         To give online:  umcor.org/donate.

 
To give by mail:  Advance GCFA  •  P.O. Box 9068  •  New York, NY 10087-9068

Please note in the memo line: Advance 901670



The October United Methodist Women’s gathering will be held on 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017.

We will spend time during the program talking about these questions, hear related scripture and 
sing connected hymns.  We will also vote on the proposed 2018 budget and make our personal 

pledge commitment to the mission work of United Methodist Women.

SUPPER AT 6:30PM - - MEETING AT 7:15PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45PM

Remember: It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

What image

does water

bring to you?

How does

water connect

to our faith?

What is our spiritual response to that image and connection?

COME TO THE WATER

JOHN AND CHARLES WESLEY IN GEORGIA

The historic marker in this picture withstood the ravages of Hurricane Irma as it 
blew through Georgia, thankfully  loosing strength as it went. Although there is no 
record of the Wesley brothers ever having experienced a hurricane, there is infor-
mation of them suffering a terrible storm at sea as they sailed toward Georgia with 
Gov. Oglethorpe on their journey to the colonies before it became America. That 
was the first time they had ever sailed and they were very frightened. Who 
wouldn't be terrified as their small wooden vessel  was tossed about violently by 
giant, angry Atlantic Ocean waves?  

My Epistle article last month says that it was not long after that when John Wesley 
published his first Hymnal in Georgia, one of several. Read the top two lines in the 
historic marker in the picture which reads, "about 3:00 in the afternoon, I first set 

foot on St. Simons Island and immediately revived." After their turbulent voyage, one can imagine the relief he felt. 

John and Charles set about doing what they did in London. They “preached what they sang and sang what they preached.” 
Their goals were, perhaps, too idealistic. Charles intended to convert the Indians and John intended to begin many Holy  
Clubs. But Georgia was not  kind to them. They were involved in much controversy. Feeling like failures, they returned to 
England before their time was fulfilled. 

More than 200 years later, we know they did not fail. Go back to the Historic Marker and read 6 lines from the bottom, "Their 
work in Georgia is called the second rise of Methodism, the first being the Holy Club in England. " John and Charles Wesley 
and the itinerate preachers who followed them formed one of the strongest Protestant churches the world has ever known.





VERY IMPORTANT VOTE:
COMING SOON TO A CHURCH NEAR YOU (ACTUALLY IT IS THIS CHURCH)

We are currently finishing up our Book discussion on the Bible and Human Sexuality and will soon engage in a panel discussion 

regarding official Methodist policy regarding homosexuality.  Some of you may be wondering: “Why?” or “Why now?” or “Why are 

we even doing these things at all?”

The reason:  A resolution (a draft of a proposed resolution is printed below) will be formally presented to the Church Council later this 

fall. Through this resolution our Inclusiveness Committee is asking us as a congregation to consider whether or not we want to stand 

against official church policy that does not allow homosexual people to marry or be ordained.

Over the past year, through our one-on-one conversations with church members, our inclusiveness committee found that a significant 

majority of us would like to see an end to the institutional discrimination that these policies inflict upon our gay and lesbian brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  You should note that our own New York Annual Conference has been a leader in the struggle to change these 

policies and has and will continue to ordain openly gay pastors and many pastors in the conference have and are continuing to officiate 

over same-sex marriages.

Please take a moment to read and reflect upon the draft proposal and offer your thoughts and comments. Comments received by Nov. 

5 will be considered by the inclusiveness committee as it considers the final wording of the resolution that we will present to the Church 

Council. Once the resolution is formally presented to the Council, a special meeting of the congregation will be scheduled for a vote 

of church members in good standing. Please make every effort to attend this meeting for what we believe will be an exceedingly impor-

tant and momentous vote. 

On behalf of the inclusiveness committee, I thank you.   Steve Derby, committee chairman

DRAFT RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF OUR GAY AND LESBIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST

Our Methodist Tradition calls us to love one another without regard to our differences.

Our Methodist Tradition tells us that we all are treasured children of God.

Our Methodist Tradition encourages us to do all the good we can in every way that we can and to do no harm.

Our Methodist Tradition embraces the findings of science.

Sometimes we must ask ourselves if the way we are reading the Bible makes any sense if it is telling us to do something mean. How 

does this reading compare with our understanding of Jesus? How does this reading sit with the love and kindness we feel beating in 

our own heart and coursing through the universe?  (see the Hartford Courant 7/3/16).

There are passages in the Bible that tolerate slavery and see the institution as a normal way of life. Today, we as a society and as Meth-

odists no longer tolerate slavery, nor do we tolerate the separation of people based on their religion or race.

There are passages in the Bible that instruct women to be silent in church. We as Methodists no longer subscribe to that stricture. 

Furthermore, we whole heartedly endorse the ordination of women.

There are passages in the Bible that condemn divorce. While we as Methodists honor life-long commitments through marriage, we no 

longer condemn divorcees.   

There are passages in the Bible that show a tolerance for concubinage and multiple wives. As Methodists, we no longer support these 

kinds of relationships. 

Although we Methodists have moved beyond the Biblical tolerance of slavery and the Biblical attitudes toward women, we still 

stumble over the Biblical attitude toward human sexuality. The nature of human sexuality was not well understood in Biblical times. 

Simply put, there were men and there were women and they attracted each other.  Any other attractions were considered unseemly. 

Today we know that human sexuality and attraction is much more complicated.  We know now that one’s orientation is not a choice. It 

is part of who we are.   

So here we are, knowing more and more about the complexities of human sexuality, yet hobbled as a religious institution by policies 

rooted in past ignorance such as the declaration that “The practice of homosexuality is inconsistent with Christian teaching.” The Meth-

odist rule book contradicts itself by including the above harmful language while at the same time including a call for us to fully accept 

all of God’s children in all their diversity. 

Therefore, we, the laity of the United Methodist Church of Hartford, declare that institutional discrimination against our Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual and Transgendered (LGBT) brothers and sisters in Christ is no longer to be tolerated. We ask that the rules against same-sex 

marriage and ordination of LGBT persons be changed. While we acknowledge any pastor’s concerns regarding their ordination creden-

tials should they conduct a same-sex ceremony, we will support them should they conduct same-sex marriages within our sanctuary. 

Also, we declare our support for the ordination of LGBT members. We will inform our New York Annual Conference Bishop and our 

District Superintendent of this declaration. So help us God.



 



UMC OF HARTFORD CHARGE CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD THURSDAY, DEC. 28 AT 7:00PM

We are asking for all ministries and committees to please start gathering information for our conference booklet. To obtain 
conference forms, please go to the New York Annual Conference website: www.nyac.com. On the right side of screen under 
“Resource”, please select the “Conference Forms and Policies” tab. If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact 
the church office.

What is a Charge Conference?

The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local church and is composed of all members of 
the church council. The charge conference must meet at least once per year.

What Does the Charge Conference Do?

Directs the work of the church and gives general oversight to the church council

Reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the church

Sets salaries for the pastor and staff

Elects the members of the church council, including Trustees 

Recommends candidates for ordained ministry

What are the primary responsibilities of the charge conference?

Some of the responsibilities of the charge conference include:

Review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, receive reports, adopt objectives and goals recommended by 
the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist Church.

Establish a limit to the consecutive terms of office for any or all of the elected or appointed officers of the local church, except 
where otherwise mandated. It is recommended that no officer serve more than three consecutive years in the same office.

Examine and recommend candidates for licensed or ordained ministry who have been professing members in good standing of 
The United Methodist Church for at least one year; whose gifts, evidence of God's grace, and call to the ministry clearly establish 
them as candidates; and who have met the educational requirements.

Inquire annually into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of the Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers related to the charge and 
recommend to the district and/or conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries those persons who have met the standards set 
forth for a local church lay servant and/or for certified lay servant and/or for certified lay minister.

Shall receive reports annually on all local church organized Volunteer In Mission (UMVIM) teams, and the total number of local 
church participants in any UMVIM team, and shall forward the combined report to the annual conference and the general church 
through the regular annual local church statistical report. Receive and act on the annual report from the pastor or membership 
chair concerning the membership.

 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS INFORMATION

Are you interested in learning about Methodism? What does it mean to join United 
Methodist Church of Hartford? How can you get involved?

•  October 15 - Q & A - quick meeting after church in the sanctuary

•  Oct. 28, Nov. 18, Dec. 2 – Membership class from 10 – 11:30AM in the parlor

•  December 3 – Reception of New Members

Feel free to contact Dianne Antos at www.dianne@umcofhartford.org for further 
information and/or to register for the class.

  8 - Alyssa Mikkelson (c)

       Cheyenne Starling (c)

  9 - Vladimir Caso (c)
        Eli Williams

11 - Philip Dumont (c)
       Edith Tresner

19 - Fay Taylor

24 - Kathryn Mikkelson

31 - Marcia Ramos

BIRTHDAYS


