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FACING THE ISSUES
How do you address controversial issues? Do you just ignore them,
especially the ones that cause you to be uncomfortable, and pray that
they disappear into the abyss, never to return? Or, do you face them?
Throughout biblical and world history, humanity had to deal with controversial issues: Noah built an
ark, Moses stood up to a powerful Pharaoh, Esther took the initiative to help free her people, and Jesus,
God in the flesh, came to save all of humanity by challenging the status quo and the systematic
injustices of the world. None of these servants for God were complacent or silent in doing the work
which they were called to do.
Life can be messy and even uncomfortable at times. Pulitzer Prize winning historian Laurel Thatcher
Ulrich understood that sentiment when she once wrote, well-behaved women seldom make history.
The same thing holds true for Gods servants. For some people, dealing with the messiness of life has
always been a part of their reality; while for others, particularly those who have been entitled or
privileged, the messiness of life can be nerve wracking. Either way, having to deal with controversial
issues is something that all of us who profess to be Christians will have to face at some point in our
lives.
The good news is that we are not alone and that we can turn our eyes upon Jesus, the Commander in
Chief of our faith. The one who delivers, saves, and redeems. Turning our eyes to Jesus is more than just
a feeling. It is the very essence of who we are and how we move, live, and have our being in the Lord.
It is more than just our words; it is our actions, which at times may be controversial. If you dont believe
me, just look to Jesus!

STEWARDSHIP SERMON SERIES FOR NOVEMBER

Theme: Giving God Our Best
November 12
Our Best Selves

November 19
Our Best Resources

November 26
Our Best Service and Commitment
Peace,
Pastor Rhonda

Lectionary Readings for the Month of November 2017
November 1  All Saints Day (Color: Green)
Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22 (UM769); 1John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

November 5  22nd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 (UM830); 1Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
Liturgist: Guetty Antiste

November 12  23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7 (UM799); 1Thessalonians4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

November 19  24th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Liturgist: Elaina Mends

November 23  Thanksgiving Day (Color: Red or White)
Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65 (UM789), 2Corinthians 9:6-13; Luke 17:11-19

November 26  Reign of Christ / Christ the King Sunday (Color: White or Gold)
United Methodist Student Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 (UM821); Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
Liturgist: John Swanson

HOLY COMMUNION AND ALL SAINTS DAY
On Sunday, November 12, we will celebrate Holy Communion and All Saints Day. During our service we will
recognize loved ones who are no longer with us and persons who have influenced our personal spiritual journey.

RESPONSE TO RECENT NATURAL DISASTERS  THINGS WE CAN DO
The New York Conference Disaster Response Office continues to be in contact with UMCOR, Conference Disaster
Response and Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Coordinators, and other domestic and international partners as they
develop a plan for effective response to the effects of the recent natural disasters. WHAT CAN WE DO?
1. Pray for those whose lives have been impacted by hurricanes, tropical storms, and earthquakes.
2. Please also pray for Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, and the many volunteers who are working
tirelessly to provide relief.
3. Partner with UMCOR in responding to the needs of communities and individuals impacted the various
natura disasters. At this time UMCOR is collecting domestic financial donations for the US Disaster
Response (which includes the United States, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands).
To give by mail send your contribution to:
Advance GCFA  P.O. Box 9068  New York, NY 10087-9068
Please note in the memo line: Advance 901670.
To give online go to: umcor.org/donate.

~ PASTOR RHONDAS SERMON NOTES ~
September 2017 Sermon Series:
Who are we? Where are we going? How will we get there?
PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR LIVING OUT GODS PURPOSE ON A DAILY BASIS
One of the first things we all can do is to not worry. Some of the ways we can accomplish that is by:
v Reduce distractions by turning off the TV, internet, and radio
v Reading books that encourage us and connect us with God and His creation
v Listening to relaxing music (instrumental, classical, religious )
v Having a heart to heart with ourselves and ask, Why I am worrying? Can I change my current situation? If yes, what
practical things can I do
v Surrounding ourselves with people who are not anxious and who can challenge us when it comes to that specific emotion
v Removing or limiting our encounters with anxious people
v Creating a realistic action plan and ask ourselves the difficult questions
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PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR LIVING OUT GODS PURPOSE
Love God with all your heart, soul, and mind
Love yourself and your neighbor
Read your BIBLE and meditate on Gods word
Develop a relationship with Jesus Christ on Gods terms and not your own. This means you have to let go of your
preconceived thoughts and understandings
Make Jesus a priority in your life, not a second thought
Be deliberate in creating small groups that can help you and others to grow as a means for Christian Discipleship
If necessary, let go of unhealthy situations and people that exhaust your energy. This is one of the first steps to a healthier
physical and spiritual you
Be honest and transparent with yourself and with others
Encourage someone as you encourage yourself
Tell your story. Tell others of how Jesus Christ changed your life
Look for those grace moments where you can share the love of God with someone. Ask God to teach and show you how
to share His love with others
Incorporate and live by the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) as a means of personal spiritual growth
Move from the sidelines and get involved. Change does not happen until we get involved, and that means we have to take
the initiative first (From June 18, 2017 sermon)
Change your attitude and partner with someone who will hold you accountable
Keep up with whats happening with our Connecticut District and New York Annual conference (www.nyac.com)
Get to know the community beyond the four walls of our church
Facilitate or engage in a book discussion or community forum on the various social issues/topics:
The Bible and Human Sexuality
(UMC of Hartford is currently discussing this topic)
Americas Original Sin: Racism and White Supremacy
Its Time People: Being Honest About White Privilege
The Church and Community: Understanding the Black Lives Movement
Our Bodies are Temples of the Holy Spirit: Healthcare in America
Stand or Kneel: Understanding the History of the Star Spangled Banner Anthem
Engaging One Another: Law Enforcement and the Community
We are in This Together! Engaging One Another as Children of God
When One Is We All Are: Tackling Poverty and Hunger in America and the World
Who Belongs and Who Doesnt? The Issue of Immigration
Wake Up People:
Understanding Global Warming and Becoming Good Stewards of the Environment and Gods Earth
Review our current vision statement. Thank God for the areas where the church is doing well. What areas are in need of
improvement? What are our short term and long term goals?
Clear out distractions  get rid of the clutter around you, eat a healthy, balanced diet, exercise regularly and get plenty of
sleep. God gave you one body, and its important to treat it with the respect it deserves.

The November
United Methodist Womens
gathering will be held on
Tuesday, November 7, 2017.
Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist church in the
United States was a study at mission U this year. Beverley
Nepaul will guide us as we consider these questions:

Let
the Past
Inform
the
Present

Have the policies and practices of the church exemplified mutuality in mission? Are those for whom the missions
were established viewed as equal participants in their execution? From our present understanding, what is our
mandate to make Gods kingdom come among us by accepting each other as Christ accepted us?
The evening will be a mission journey. We will learn about the three missionary conferences in the United
Methodist Church, the context out of which they grew and their current engagements.
United Methodist Women is reaffirming its long history as a mission agency. This study helps us to remember that
our participation in Gods mission still lies ahead of us.

SUPPER AT 6:30 PM - - MEETING AT 7:15 PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45 PM
Remember: Its a potluck supper. If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please
remember to bring your table setting!
If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!
THANKS TO MARY COCKRAM FOR THE BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS
For most of the month of October our altar was adorned in splendor with the beautiful flowers brought in and arranged
by Mary Cockram from her own garden. Many members of the congregation commented on these lovely blooms and
inquired where they had come from. Many thanks go to Mary for her thoughtful generosity.

OUR THANKSGIVING ALTAR
Sharing so that others can have sufficient is a blessed thing! We will celebrate Thanksgiving
on Sunday, November 19 th. We will decorate our altar once again with fruits of the harvest:
carrots, apples, potatoes, cabbages, squash, pineapples, as well as nonperishable items, etc.
Bring your nonperishable items before church on Sunday, November 12 and perishable
items on Sunday, November 19, and place them among the other offerings already there on
the altar. These gifts will then be given to help others have a happy and blessed Thanksgiving. If you are also so moved, make a donation to our Feeding Ministries.

FUNDS NEEDED FOR OUR FEEDING MINISTRIES
Our various Feeding Ministries (Loaves & Fishes, South Park Inn, and West End Food Pantry) rely on
money to keep serving hungry people. Currently the funds are quite low for Loaves & Fishes and
South Park Inn. Consider making a donation in honor or memory of someone; write Feeding
Ministries on your check memo line. Look for the Spare Change coin containers where we can drop
our loose change weekly; one is at the back of the sanctuary as you enter. Join in the effort to refill our
Feeding Ministries Fund.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Outreach Ministry. Come join us November 12th for
Breakfast! Also, please tell your family and friends about what we do, or invite them to come along with you.
Our Breakfast menu continues to change with the
seasons. During the winter months, we will feature
warm & filling items such as grits and hearty
oatmeal.
We are also planning for our 2nd Chili Weather Coat
Drive on Monday, January 15, 2018. If you would
like to volunteer or donate items, please contact
anyone from our Outreach Team.
Thank you again for your support, as we continue to
connect with our community. Keep us in your
thoughts and prayers.
If you have any questions please reach out to
Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100 or
soulfulrebirth7@gmail.com.
UMC of Hartford serves breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC of Hartford community.
Matthew 25:35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.

B I R T H DAY S
1 - Galen Starling
6 - Mollie Dunnbier
Rob Miller
12 - Ivan Reyes

15 - Meghan Welsh

19 - Jackson Miller (c)

24 - Kathleen Service

17 - Tensill Richards

20 - Katherine Lahti

25 - Magdeline Black

18 - Victor Derby

21 - Willis Peters, Sr.

