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SPECIAL GIVING, SPECIAL GIFTS

One of the great things about being a United Methodist is that we are part of a connected 
body.  John Wesley, our beloved founder of Methodism, believed that in order for all of 
us to grow in grace toward scriptural holiness, all leaders and congregations are 
connected together in a network of commitments that support, yet supersede, our local 
concerns.  For Wesley, the connectional system enables us to carry out our mission in 

love, unity and strength. Together, through our connection, the United Methodist Church can accomplish what no single 
church, district or annual conference ever could hope to do alone.  

Striving to work together as disciples for Jesus Christ and as a connectional body, we combine our 5 fold Methodist 
membership vow of prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness to make a difference in the lives of God’s people and to 
live out the church’s mission, “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”1  

For United Methodists, one of the ways in which we are called to make a difference in the lives of God’s people is through 
our apportionments, a method of financial giving that each annual conference and local church pays to support national, 
international and regional missions. This method of giving has become a strong and generous tradition of the United 
Methodist Church.

In 1984, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church approved six special gifts offerings.  These special gifts 
are designated financial contributions made by an individual, local church, organization, district or annual conference.  
Our denomination believes that we give to minister in Jesus’ name.

In order for us as a denomination and local church to do vital and remarkable ministry within our communities and around 
the world, we are encouraged by the movement of the Holy Spirit to do what John Wesley has taught us: Do No Harm, 
Do Good, and Stay in Love with God.  This is accomplished in how we live out our faith in grace, share God’s love in 
action with one another, and through our apportioned giving.

Our apportionments provide us with opportunities to demonstrate God’s loving grace by providing care for survivors 
recovering from earthquakes and storms, residents who  live in vulnerable communities affected by diseases, like malaria 
and poverty.  It is also demonstrated by how we:

   •  Feed the hungry
   •  Clothe the naked
   •  Visit and help those who are in prison and who are home bound
   •  Provide care to people who suffer from mental illness and substance abuse, and how we share God’s love to all people.

As a local United Methodist church, we have special six special Sunday financial offerings designated to enable us to do 
vital ministries that can change the world and one life at at a time bringing forth healing, hope, mercy, and love.  These 
six special Sunday offerings include:

Human Relations Day is observed on the Sunday before the birthday observance of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.  Human 
Relations Day calls for United Methodist to recognize the right of all of God’s children in realizing their potential as 
human beings.

One Great Hour of Sharing is observed on the fourth Sunday in Lent. One Great Hour of Sharing calls United 
Methodists to share the goodness of life to those who hurt. This gift is the foundation for UMCOR (United Methodist 
Church on Relief). 

           



Lectionary Readings for the Month of November 2015

November 1 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: White)

ALL SAINTS DAY

Isaiah 25:6-9 † Psalm 24 † Revelation 21:1-6 † John 11:32-44
Liturgist: Elaina Mends

November 8 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 † Psalm 127 † Hebrews 9:24-28 † Mark 12:38-44
Liturgist: John Brubaker

November 15 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)

1Samuel 1:4-20 † 1Samuel 2:1-10 † Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 † Mark 13:1-8
Liturgist: John & Jasmine Swanson

November 22 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: White)

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

Christ the King Sunday
2Samuel 23:1-7 † Psalm 132:1-12  † Revelation 1:4-8 † John 18:33-37 

Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett 

Native American Ministries Sunday is celebrated to recognize the gifts and contributions made by Native Americans 
to our society.This special offering supports Native American outreach within the annual conferences and across the 
United States.

Peace with Justice Sunday offerings benefit peace with justice ministries in the annual conference and through the 
Board of Church and Society.

World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. This 
special offering provides scholarships to college students and to the Ethnic Scholarship Program.

United Methodist Student Day supports scholarships and student loans for qualified United Methodist applicants.

Giving is an act of faith and trust in God.  It is also an act of how we demonstrate God’s love to His beloved children. 
Giving of our talents and time is SUPERB, but  the giving of our money is also needed to make a difference not only in 
the lives of others, but also to help transform our own lives.

Since we belong to this wonderful connectional body called the United Methodist Church and can truly feel and see 
exciting things happening at UMC Hartford, let us all consider giving beyond of our selves.  It is the prayer and hope that 
our financial giving would not cause us heart palpitations, but that our financial giving toward our apportionments and 
local church will cause the gates of hades to tremble, the world to change, and for us to become a people who will worship 
God because God is the great “I AM”. 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 

a cheerful giver.” 2Corinthians 9:7

Peace,

Pastor Rhonda

October 25 – Prayers

November 1 - Presence

November 8 - Gifts

November 15 - Service

November 22 – Witness (Stewardship Sunday)



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

As we enter November and the Thanksgiving season, I believe it’s the right time to give thanks to God 
for the blessings we have experienced in the music ministry. And with our upcoming tithing sermon 
series, we also have time to reflect upon our ability to contribute to our church with whatever gifts we 
possess. 

Though we are always blessed by the gift of music in our everyday lives, and especially in worship, 
our church has been twice gifted in ministry and outreach this year. The choir has swelled in numbers 
from 12 members to 17. Though not all our new members can make every service, it is a boon to have 
them regardless--what a blessing to be nearly out of vestments when we have them all together! Thank 
you to Aisha, Marcia F. and Marcia R., Ashley, Katherine, and Maurice for their contribution to our 
ministry. 

Perhaps you may be considering involvement in our ministry, however restricted? Newcomers are 
always welcome at our rehearsals on Thursday nights from 7:30-9:00pm, and on Sunday mornings at 
9:30!

We also are especially grateful for the concerts that have been taking place at our church. We had a very successful show-
ing for the Harp Twins and for Italian Escapade. Thank you for your involvement in publicizing this concert to your 
friends and colleagues. We look forward to our Worship and Praise Concert in November, and our Advent concert on 
December 6th at 4pm, featuring our chancel choir and guest musicians from the Yale School of Music. Let us take the 
time to thank the Lord for the great strides we have made in bringing extra musical gifts to our church!

Yours in worship and music,

Stephen

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

             Beginning:  November 29 - Ending:  December 27
  Participant Book:  $11.00

Christ sends us into the world to be the hands, feet, head and heart. United Methodist 
Pastor and author Jorge Acevedo invites us on a 5-week Advent journey to discover 
how, where, and why we are sent?
Join us after Sunday morning worship in the downstairs fellowship hall from 11:30 AM 
- 12:30 PM.  
Advent Bible Study signup book is available on the table outside the sanctuary.   

THE HARP TWINS CONCERT A HUGE SUCCESS!

On Friday night, September 25, the music of The Harp Twins, Camille and 
Kennerly Kitt, filled our sanctuary. And so did about 100 people!  Church 
members and friends, folks from the neighborhood, and fans of the twins 
from around the Northeast gathered to hear them play duo harp 
interpretations of rock and heavy metal music. The Harp Twins provided this 
concert for no fee as a benefit for our Feeding Ministries, which received a 
free will offering of about $700….Give yourself a real treat – check out the 
Harp Twins on YouTube. 



“DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY”

The opening meeting for United Methodist Women took on a different format this season. On Saturday, October 
3, our local unit held a daytime event for the women of our church; about two dozen attended. We watched the 
movie “Happy” (check it out at www.thehappymovie.com) followed by lively discussion about the film. After a 
tasty luncheon hosted by the UMW executive team, further discussion concerning happiness ensued. Those who 
attended expressed appreciation for this time together. 

CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH – TRANSEPT

In a cross-shaped church like ours, either of the two parts forming the arms of the cross shape, projecting at right angles 
from the main center aisle, is called a transept. In our church, the east transept is located on the South Whitney side of 
the sanctuary. The west transept is on the right side near the sacristy door.

PASTORAL CARE UPDATE

Medical privacy laws (HIPPA) restrict hospitals and nursing homes from alerting churches 
about admissions of its members. Patient rosters are no longer available to us either. So please 
notify the church office whenever you or a family member is admitted to a healthcare facility. 
This will allow the pastor to know the information and make a pastoral care visit.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN DECEMBER MEETING

“Joy to the World” is the title for the evening of December 1st. Following a 
potluck supper and devotions, the group will prepare Christmas cookies for 
the Prudence Crandall Center in New Britain. Join in the festivities during 

this Advent season! Call the church office or email Susan Powers by Friday, November 27 
at susanlpowers@att.net. Also, please bring bath towels, washcloths, hand towels, dish 
towels, pot holders/oven mitts, and can openers for distribution to newly housed homeless 
people through Journey Home.

THINK ABOUT THE LENTEN DEVOTION BOOKLET

Already a month has passed since you heard that the Lenten Booklet will be based on the wonderful hymns that are avail-
able to us every day. Here we are, thinking about what to write for Lent when we still have Thanksgiving, Advent, Christ-
mas and New Year ahead of us. Well, that is good because our faith journey includes all of these days with Lent being the 
most introspective, the time when we examine how the entire life of Jesus affects our daily lives – every day.

Your Lenten writings will be due on January 3. Watch for the 3-ring binder outside   the church office for listing of hymns. 
More than 40 writers are necessary for the booklet. If you have not signed up yet, please do so NOW. This is a church- 
wide project for young and old alike. This is truly an exciting opportunity when we can examine closely the hymns avail-
able to us all the time.

In the list of choices, you might even find a Christmas Carol or a Thanksgiving song. What do they have to do with Lent 
and Easter? When you have a minute, thumb through the hymnals and think about the words to hymns you already know 
as well as those that are unfamiliar to you. Read hymns you have not read until now and think about your feelings. Let us 
all get more familiar with our hymns. Let us consider how the words and the music help us understand The Bible.

Hymns help us understand The Bible. They are also a great pleasure to sing. Sign up to write a Lenten message now if 
you have not already done so.





  1 - Galen Starling

  6 - Mollie Dunnbier

       Rob Miller

12 - Ivan Reyes

19 - Jackson Miller (c)

20 - Katherine Lahti

21 - Willis Peters, Sr.

15 - Meghan Welsh

17 - Tensill Richards

18 - Victor Derby

        Jacob Ramos

23 - Aleia Parkes (c)

24 - Kathleen Service

25 - Magdeline Black

BIRTHDAYS



LONG RIVER BAROQUE PRESENTS A SPARKLING ITALIAN ESCAPADE

Our santuary was alive on the evening of Sunday, October 18, with the exquisite sounds of Long River Baroque. This 
quintet of superlative instrumentalists is composed of our own director of music ministries, Stephen Gamboa, harpsi-
chord, Natalie Kress and Edson Scheid, violins, Sarah Stone, ‘cello, and Arash Noori, archlute. The program included 
pieces by Italian Baroque composers Corelli, Pasquini, Castello, Romano, and, of course, Vivaldi, all flawlessly 
performed on Baroque style instruments. The most strikingly different instrument was the archlute which has tenor and 
bass strings and a very long neck so that the bass strings can produce their low tones. An enthusiastic audience of around 
sixty people gave the performers a long, well deserved standing ovation.

Illustration by Mary Cockram


