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WHEN WILL IT STOP?

Another black man killed at the hands of the police.  Another Syrian 

brother/sister removed from their war torn country and placed in an 

unknown land.  Another good police officer ridiculed and killed due 

to Americans’ unwillingness to confess their sin and have a real heart to heart conversation about racism 

and bigotry.  I can list numerous issues that are affecting our society today:  economics, social, religious, 

immigration, environmental, human trafficking, employment, tax evasion, and so on.  However, the 

issue of race and class continues to plague our country and is at the forefront within many of our 

country’s policies. It became the root by which this country was formed by colonists. 

I often wonder how America would respond if a person who was killed by the police were white. I 

deliberately say “a person” because if we were to be honest with ourselves, it seems as if a person’s skin 

color in this country determines the worth of that person; sad, but true for some people who live in this 

great country.

Truthful and heartfelt discussions on race, white privilege, income and class inequality, etc. are very 

uncomfortable to have for many people.  It is why the Body of Christ must create safe spaces of healing 

and reconciliation for all of God’s children who have been hurt, marginalized, demonized, and safe 

spaces for acknowledgment and confession for those who are the oppressors or who have benefited 

from the various “systems” created for a certain group of people.   

As the Body of Christ, we must be the channel of God’s love, peace and demonstrate to the world that 

loving God and loving our neighbor as ourselves is the way to go.  However, we first must be honest 

with ourselves, confess, and repent.  It is time to be real!

Personally, I don’t know when all this hatred and division will stop. But, as a Christian, I will continue 

to fight, speak up, and let the world know that God loves us all:  Black, White, Hispanic, Asian, Young, 

Old, Man, Woman, Boy, Girl, Heterosexual, Gay, Transgender.  The change begins with each of us.  

We can take pride in the fact that UMC of Hartford is a diverse congregation, but there is more work to 

be done other than just sitting in a pew and enjoying our time together.  We must speak up for the 

voiceless, we must face our own fears and prejudices, and we must open our hearts to the healing power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

When we all can do that honestly and lovingly… the wall of division will come down!

Peace,

Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of November 2016

November 1st - ALL SAINTS DAY
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31

November 6 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 (UM857); 2Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38

Liturgist:  Sandra Ann Craig

November 13 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; 2Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19

Liturgists:  John & Jasmine Swanson

November 20th - Reign of Christ / Christ the King Sunday (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43

Liturgist:  John Brubaker

November 24th - Thanksgiving Day (Color: Red or White) 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 100 (UM821); Philippians 4:4-9; John 6:25-35

November 27 - 1st Sunday of ADVENT (Color: Purple or Blue)
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 (UM845); Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

Liturgist:  Timothy Smith

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Dear UMC of H family,

It is good to be with you all again as your Interim Director of Music Ministry. When I retired in the 
fall of 2014, I knew I would stay busy here and there with church music programs and am glad that 
you needed someone when I was free for a few months. Since October 2014, my husband and I have 
traveled some, seen our grandchildren a bit more, and visited some family members in Michigan 
and down South. This summer we visited the Netherlands where both John and I have ancestors. 
(My maternal grandfather was a Dutch Reform pastor who worked for churches in Washington 
State, Kansas, Minnesota and Michigan.) I attended a church service at St. Bavo in Haarlem and 
understood little of the Dutch but thoroughly enjoyed the strong singing of the hymns.

Sitting in that pew in Europe, I was reminded how the hymns of the church are so important to each 
Christian's spiritual growth. They can be part of our personal theology--the next time you sing a 
hymn, really think about the words. Have you noticed how you can remember the words of a 
particular hymn better because you associate it with a certain tune? I am glad the church is inten-
tionally selecting hymns for the children to learn and sing with the congregation before they go to 
Sunday school. That is helping to build their spiritual foundation.

I hope you were able to be at the October 23rd service to hear some exquisite violin music played by Julie Haring. The 
congregation was truly moved. Her Hartt trio will perform on November 13 and she will again grace us with her artistry on 
November 20th---come celebrate the church and its music with us and sing those hymns with gusto!

In Christ, Cheryl



MEET OUR BISHOP

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton was appointed as the spiritual leader of the 447 United 
Methodist congregations in the New York Annual Conference in the fall of 2016. As a 
part of his episcopal responsibilities, Bishop Bickerton also serves on the General 
Board of Global Ministries, the standing Committee on Central Conference affairs, and 
the Commission on the General Conference.

Bishop Bickerton was elected to the episcopacy in 2004 and served the Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference from 2004-2016. Most recently he served as the 
chairperson of The United Methodist Church’s Global Health Initiative which deals with 
the church’s response to the killer diseases of HIV/Aids, tuberculosis and malaria. This 
effort, through the church’s Imagine NO Malaria campaign, raised over $70 million 
dollars within the denomination to eliminate malaria-related deaths across the world.

A native of West Virginia, Bishop Bickerton began his pastoral career as a student 
pastor serving a six-point charge. He later was pastor of medium and large membership churches as well as serving as a 
District Superintendent. As he worked in partnership with laity, the churches he served experienced significant growth in 
the number of baptisms, professions of faith, and members. His church in Shady Spring, West Virginia grew from 85 to 
225 members in his six years there, and during his nine years at the Forrest Burdette church in Hurricane, West Virginia, 
the membership more than doubled from 585 to 1368. The Bishop remains committed to the idea that the vitality of the 
local church is the key to carrying out the church’s mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world” and, as a result, spends significant time preaching and teaching in local settings as well as working with his 
cabinet and staff in centering the life of an Annual Conference around facilitating the ministry of the local church.

Bishop Bickerton’s life has been significantly shaped by involvement in ministry beyond the walls of the local church. 
His work with Volunteer-in-Mission teams in his home state, as well as in Africa, Argentina, Israel, Mexico, Russia, 
Cuba, and the U. S. Gulf Coast, has given the Bishop a “true global perspective on the need to be in ministry to all of 
God’s children.”

Bishop Bickerton earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology and psychology from West Virginia Wesleyan College 
(1980), a Master of Divinity degree from Duke University Divinity School (1983), a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
United Theological School (1994), and an honorary doctorate from West Virginia Wesleyan (2015). He has also served 
as an adjunct faculty member at United, teaching Wesleyan doctrine and United Methodist polity.

Bishop Bickerton has also served the ministry of the wider church over the years in the General Commission on Archives 
and History, the General Commission on United Methodist Communications, and the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men.

Bishop Bickerton is the author of the book and accompanying study resources entitled, What Are We Fighting For: 
Coming Together Around What Matters Most and a contributing author to the book, The Future of the United Methodist 
Church.

The Bishop is an avid sports fan and enjoys travel, playing golf, and photography. He and his wife Sally are the parents 
of Elizabeth (32), T.J. (31), Ian (23) and Nick (21).

Source: http://www.nyac.com/bishopthomasjbickerton

OUR THANKSGIVING ALTAR

Sharing so that others can have sufficient is a blessed thing! On Sunday, 
November 20th, let’s decorate our altar once again with “fruits of the 
harvest” – carrots, apples, potatoes, cabbages, squash, pineapples, etc. 
Bring your items before church and place them among the others there on 
the altar. These gifts will then be given to help others have a happy and 
blessed Thanksgiving. If you are also so moved, make a donation to our 
Feeding Ministries.



UMC OF HARTFORD CHARGE CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 

JANUARY 7, 2017 AT 10:00 AM

We are asking for all ministries and committees to please start gathering information for our conference booklet. To 
obtain conference forms, please go to the New York Annual Conference website: www.nyac.com. On the right side of 
screen under “Resource”, please select the “Conference Forms and Policies” tab. If you have any questions or need 
assistance, please contact the church office.

What is a Charge Conference?

The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local church and is composed of all 
members of the church council. The charge conference must meet at least once per year.

What Does the Charge Conference Do?

Directs the work of the church and gives general oversight to the church council
Reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the church
Sets salaries for the pastor and staff
Elects the members of the church council, including Trustees 
Recommends candidates for ordained ministry

What are the Primary Responsibilities of the Charge Conference?

Some of the responsibilities of the charge conference include:

Reviewing and evaluating the total mission and ministry of the church, receiving reports, adopting objectives and goals 
recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist Church.

Establishing a limit to the consecutive terms of office for any or all of the elected or appointed officers of the local 
church, except where otherwise mandated. It is recommended that no officer serve more than three consecutive years in 
the same office.

Examining and recommending candidates for licensed or ordained ministry who have been professing members in good 
standing of The United Methodist Church for at least one year; whose gifts, evidence of God's grace, and call to the 
ministry clearly establish them as candidates; and who have met the educational requirements.

Inquiring annually into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of the Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers related to the 
charge and recommending to the district and/or conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries those persons who 
have met the standards set forth for a local church lay servant and/or for certified lay servant and/or for certified lay 
minister.

Receiving reports annually on all local church organized United Methodist Volunteer In Mission (UMVIM) teams, and 
the total number of local church participants in any UMVIM team, and forwarding the combined report to the annual 
conference and the general church through the regular annual local church statistical report.

Receiving and acting on the annual report from the pastor or membership chair concerning the membership.

STEWARDSHIP SERMON SERIES

What is Faith? What is Christian Discipleship, and why is it important to our Christian Journey? What does God and the 
Bible say about serving others? How do our spiritual gifts play a role in the Kingdom of God? How do we transform our 
minds and hearts from viewing stewardship as just another annual church event to a lifestyle using God’s principles of 
stewardship? 

Join us Sunday mornings beginning October 30, 2016 to November 20, 2016, as we begin to tackle our theological, 
biblical, and personal views through our stewardship series: Faith in God, Christian Discipleship, and Serving Others. 
Bring your open heart and questions, and let us journey together in discovering what God requires of us.  

During our worship service on November 20, you will be invited to make a commitment to God and to the church. 
Following our service, there will be a luncheon that will be provided.   This celebration will be a great time of fellowship 
in our renewed covenant together.  If you are unable to attend on November 20th, we would ask that you return your 
card by placing it in the offering plate on any Sunday or dropping it by the office.



ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

November 27, 2016 - December 18, 2016

  Book:  Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam

  Author:  James W. Moore
  ISBN:  978-1-5018-0428-1
  Price:  $12.00 

Join us after Sunday morning worship in the downstairs fellowship hall from 11:30 

AM - 12:30 PM.  Signup book will be available on the table outside the sanctuary.

OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS ON NOVEMBER 13 - DON’T MISS IT!

The Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the congregtion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to 

see you ALL at the next Community Breakfast. You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family 

member, or friend to have a great FREE meal and then come to our worship service. Together let’s show the com-

munity the love of God. Please share with us your favorite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.

Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 

neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something

to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

•  EGGS

•  PANCAKES

•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BISCUITS

•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

•  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,

     GRAPEFRUIT)

•  HOT TEA, COFFEE



UMC #GIVING TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

SAVE THE DATE! 

On November 29, United Methodists will come together to 
support the work of Advance missionaries and projects on 
UMC #Giving Tuesday. Last year, more than 770 Advance 
missionaries and projects received 8,757 gifts through The 

Advance, the denomination’s designated giving channel. 
The theme for UMC #GivingTuesday 2016 is “Give Light, Give Love, Give Life.” Every day, you give God’s light, love, 
and life through your faithful work, prayers, and gifts. This year, consider supporting a project that is working in an 

area you care most about. Gifts made through The Advance make a tangible difference in the lives of those we serve. 
Also, look out for more information and resources coming soon at www.umcgivingtuesday.org.

“COOKIES WITH KIDS” - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1 - 4 PM

United Methodist Women invites our church children to join UMW members in the making of Christmas 
cookies for the families at Prudence Crandall Center and our homebound members. The UMW members 
are asked to bring a rolling pin and several cookie sheets. Cookie cutters, dough and decorating items will 
be provided.

  1 - Galen Starling

  6 - Mollie Dunnbier

       Rob Miller

12 - Ivan Reyes

19 - Jackson Miller (c)

20 - Katherine Lahti

21 - Willis Peters, Sr.

15 - Meghan Welsh

17 - Tensill Richards

18 - Victor Derby

24 - Kathleen Service

25 - Magdeline Black

BIRTHDAYS

THE NOVEMBER UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S GATHERING WILL BE HELD 

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2016.

“Climate Justice – A Call to Hope and Action”
is one of the studies from Mission U this year. What is Climate Justice? Is there a biblical model of it? 

So, what about Climate Injustice? How do we, as God’s people, foster the necessary changes? Together 
we will delve into these questions…

Part of our response will be our 2017 Pledge Commitment Service during the program.

SUPPER at 6:30PM   •   MEETING at 7:15PM   •   PROGRAM at 7:45PM

Remember: It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!




