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During our 40-Day Lenten Season, we here at UMC of Hartford were given the opportunity to participate in two spiritual activities.
 
Firstly, the congregation was invited to write down a few sentences that expressed their desire for Jesus to transform them and to 
share those thoughts, with God and with their peers, by posting them on the bulletin board outside of the sanctuary.
 
Through holy scripture we were to �strive first for the Kingdom of God and God�s righteousness� and �to encourage one another 
and build up each other� Matthew 6:33; 1Thessalonians 5:11. In sharing our stories and testimonies, (whether it is through art, 
music, or words) we can empower others to do the same. This helps people to see that hope is always just around the corner.
 
Below are the thoughts, just as they were written, of the beloved community at UMC of Hartford:
 
 �  Ask for big blessings

 �  Lord, give me the courage to go and serve You with boldness

 �  Father Mother God of us all, we need you in Tuesday�s court. Thank you.

 �  God, make me brand new!

 �  �Sing� in harmony with Christ�s message to all!

 �  Do something for your fellow brothers and sisters

 �  Have a heart for the poor

 �  Utterly completely transform me into your man and make me into a great husband

 �  Not just today but always, may your love shine through me!

 �  Lord, create in me a clean servant�s heart and my heart�s desire!

 �  Lord, touch my heart so that I may know you more intimately.

 �  Open the eyes of my heart that I will see the need in others

 �  Let people see you in me!

 �  God forgive me when I do not obey

 �  Love peace

 �  Lord, touch the hearts of my children and me. I know your love never fails.
 
Secondly, people also participated in the twice daily Lenten prayer conference call during the 40-day period.  Each day a group 
of us would gather together on the telephone at 7:15 AM and 6:15 PM to pray and share our personal thoughts on Mark 
Batterson�s book entitled, �Draw the Circle: The 40 Day Prayer Challenge�. I cannot begin to express how inspiring it was to hear 
the testimonies of the beloved community and to see how the hand of God was working in the lives of God�s people.  The partici-
pants were so moved, that we are hoping to resume our prayer conference call soon with the hope that others will join us.
 
During the 40 days, we were encouraged to:
 
        �  Sow seeds of hope, love, perseverance, and faith into our own lives, as well as others.
        �  Not be afraid to speak to the mountains/obstacles in our lives and ask God to move them.
        �  Let go and let God have complete control of our lives. Learn how to seek God first in everything.
        �  Invite others to pray for us, as we pray for others.
        �  Be patient.  God�s answer is not always no, but rather �not now�.
        �  Get involved. God wants us to get off the sidelines and get on God�s team.
        �  Learn how to see things from God�s perspective. God�s vision for our lives is by far better than our own.
        �  Spell out our dreams, hopes, desires to God. As one of my parishioners often says, �We need to be specific with our prayers.            
                   It is not for God, it is for our growth.�
        �  Reflect and remember those moments of spiritual significance in our lives. These will help us find our way forward.
        �  Acknowledge our dependence on God. We need Jesus in our lives, whether we want to admit it or not.
  
Ultimately, when we learn to pray consistently and fervently, we will discover that prayer changes us from the inside out. It 
should not be about our agendas and �give me� lists. Rather, it is about getting into God�s holy presence and asking God to set 
the agenda for us. For God is the one who truly knows the plans for our lives.    Thanks be to God!

Peace,  Pastor Rhonda

FROM THE PASTOR



Lectionary Readings for the Month of May 2018

May 6 � 6th Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17

Liturgist: Ashley Blount

May 10 � Ascension Day (Color: White)
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

May 13 � 7th Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Festival of the Christian Home / Mother�s Day

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
Liturgist: John Brubaker

May 20 � Pentecost Sunday (Color: Red)
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-13

Liturgist: Beverley Nepaul

May 27 � Trinity Sunday (Color: White)
Peace with Justice Sunday

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17
Liturgist: Guetty Antiste

CHURCH �CLEAN UP DAY� IS SET FOR SUNDAY, MAY 6

It�s finally Spring! Of course that means it�s time for Clean Up Day at UMC of H. We are 
asking every member to attend service on Sunday, May 6 in �clean up� gear to work after 
church. Please be prepared to work outside if you are able to do so. Help with indoor cleanup 
projects will also be needed. After everything is cleaned up we will have some delicious 
grilled treats. Please contact Marcia Ramos (marcia@abc3i.com) with any questions. She 
will be circulating sign up forms as well on upcoming Sundays.

�Mothers in Action - Part 2�
is the program for the evening.

Marcia Ramos will present the program. Last year
we looked at the roles of a few mothers in the Bible who saved children�s lives and UMW�s

continuing priority to improve the health of mothers and their children around the world. This
year we will take a look at some of history�s greatest moms and how they changed the world.

SUPPER AT 6:30PM - - MEETING AT 7:15PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45PM

Remember:  It�s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

The May
United Methodist Women�s gathering
will be held on Tuesday, May 1, 2018.







From Rev. John Calhoun, United Methodist missionary in Kyiv, Ukraine  -  April 1, 2018

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, and Happy Easter! I pray that you and your loved ones have 
celebrated a joyous day of resurrection, and that you are well and blessed in the Lord. In the words of the traditional 
Russian-language Easter greeting, Õðèñòîñ âîñêðåñ Âî èñòèíó âîñêðåñ ("Khristos voskres! Vo istinu 
voskres!") Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Because the Orthodox Church sets the date of its observance of Easter in accordance with the ancient Julian calendar, this 
year most Christian communities in Ukraine and Russia will celebrate Easter next Sunday, April 8. Thus here in Kyiv, only 
a small number of churches marked Easter today. One of these communities was Christ Church, the local English-speaking 
congregation of the Church of England. This small ecumenical congregation in the heart of Kyiv comprises believers from 
a variety of nations, races, and Christian traditions. As a member of the English-speaking Christian community in Kyiv, I 
was asked to deliver the Easter sermon and assist in celebrating the Eucharist. It was a great blessing for me to share the 
gospel on this most holy day, and to distribute the bread and wine, the body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus.

Meanwhile, for Orthodox Christians here in Ukraine (and others who follow the Julian calendar in observing Easter), today 
is âåðáíîå âîñêðåñåíüå ("verbnoye voskresen'ye"), or Willow 
Sunday. As palm branches are not indigenous to lands this far north, 
Christians have for centuries celebrated the Sunday before Easter (Palm 
Sunday in our tradition) by bringing willow branches to church to be 
blessed by the local priest; the willow tree is one of the first to blossom 
in the early spring. Unfortunately, in Kyiv our early spring has been 
marred by heavy snow, piles of which still line the streets today, thus 
preventing the willows from blossoming. Still, those who celebrated
âåðáíîå âîñêðåñåíüå today found a way to praise Jesus in 
remembrance of his triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Amidst the joyous celebrations of our religious traditions, the people of Ukraine recently marked a painful date--the fourth 
anniversary of the annexation of Crimea by Russia. This act of aggression sparked a war in eastern Ukraine that to date has 
claimed the lives of more than 10,000 people, and has displaced more than one million from their homes. In recent months, 
the streets of Kyiv have been clogged with protesters; ordinary citizens are taking to the streets to condemn corruption in 
government and the ongoing conflict in the east of the country. In a season of hope and new life, the people of Ukraine feel 
the heavy weight of political and economic turmoil. I ask you to continue to keep the people of Ukraine in your prayers, 
that the fighting in the east would cease and that all those scarred by war and suffering would find healing.

Finally, I ask you to continue to pray for our young adult medical students from Africa who participate in the ministry of 
the United Methodist Church in Ukraine. Here in Kyiv, we continue to gather each Sunday for a time of Bible study and 
fellowship, before joining the Ukrainian United Methodist congregation for worship. It's a blessing to be in ministry with 
young persons who are dedicating their lives to the healing of bodies and souls.

I thank you for your prayers, your words of encouragement, and your partnership in ministry. It is an honor to represent 
you as a missionary of the United Methodist Church.

May God bless you in this season of Easter!

Yours in Christ,
John

To support my mission service in Ukraine, you may make a donation through the secure Global Ministries website:
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/gbgm_donate.html?type=1001&project=13970Z

Fully 100% of your donation goes in support of mission service.

Thank you for your prayerful and generous support.

Rev. John Calhoun
Coordinator of International Ministries, Kyiv, Ukraine
Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church

Rev. John Calhoun, a missionary for UMC, was a guest speaker in our church two years ago.


