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MORE THAN CONQUERORS
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Romans 8:37-39
Growing up, I would often hear adults share the following sentiment: Two things are a guarantee, taxes and death. Hearing
those words, I would quietly say, Well thats not a nice consolation prize. Oh, how naïve I was back then.
Life can certainly be interesting at times. There are moments when we will: laugh, cry, express joy, pain, and even anger. All
of these various types of emotions are normal feelings that all of us will express throughout our lifetime, but what about death?
April 1 is Easter Sunday, or what I like to call Resurrection Day. Its the day that our Savior Jesus Christ will have conquered
death, and we will receive another chance to live and not die. However, before we experience that glorious day, theres a
process that all of us will have to endure; death to our flesh, and death to our old spiritual selves. Sounds scary, doesnt it? But,
no need to fret because theres good news within that process: we are more than conquerors and nothing can separate us from
the love of Jesus Christ. Not one thing!
Yes, as long as we live in these earthly vessels, paying taxes and our physical death are imminent. They are part of the full
package. But for those of us who believe in Jesus the Christ: who was born; who has died; who was risen; and who will come
again, we dont have to lose heart. We have hope.
Therefore, let us live lovingly and faithfully in obedience to the Holy Spirit until our time comes to say farewell to this earthly
life. Let us then celebrate in glory with our Savior, because we truly believed and lived in such a way that nothing separated
us from His love. Praise be to God! Amen!

Peace, Pastor Rhonda

Lectionary Readings for the Month of March 2018
March 4  3rd Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22  Liturgist: John Brubaker

March 11  4th Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:10; John 3:14-21  Liturgist: Beverley Nepaul

March 18  5th Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33  Liturgist: Guetty Antiste

March 25 Palm/Passion Sunday (Color: Purple)
Palm Texts - Mark 11:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Passion Texts - Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11 ; Mark 14:1-15:47
Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

March 29  Holy / Maundy Thursday (Color: Purple)
Exodus12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-4; 12-19; 1Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35  Liturgist: Katherine Lahti

March 30-Good Friday (Color: Purple)
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1-19:42  Liturgist: Elaina Mends

2018 Lenten Journey - Rehab Worship Series
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship
Sermon Titles:

Dates:

Program

3rd Sunday in Lent

March 4

Recovery

4th Sunday in Lent

March 11
also UMCOR Sunday

Promise

5th Sunday in Lent

March 18

We enter into Holy Week
Joy & Pain

Palm/Passion Sunday

March 25

Service

Holy/Maundy Thursday
with Foot/Hand Washing & Holy Communion

March 29
Service: 7:30 p.m.

Yield

Good Friday

March 30
Service: 7:30 p.m.

Celebrate

Easter Sunday

April 1

Our Lenten Journey Continues
3/25/18 - Palm Sunday Worship
Join the procession of the Palms and rejoice with us as we enter Holy Week
with joy, singing, and dancing!

3/29/18 - Holy/Maundy Thursday Foot/Hand Washing &
Holy Communion Service
Come and experience the sacred night in which our Jesus washed the feet of His disciples and offered the first Lords
Supper. As your heart is led, let us wash your feet or hands. Let us commune as the disciples did long ago.

3/30/18 - Good Friday Prayer Vigil
The sanctuary will be open from 12:00pm  3:00pm for you to come and enjoy sacred quiet time with the Lord. Both
Farmington Ave and South Whitney entrances will be open for your convenience. A signup sheet will be available for
people in the church foyer, adjacent to the sanctuary.
OR
Good Friday Ecumenical Service  North United Methodist Church, 1205 Albany Ave, Hartford
Join North United Methodist Church for their annual ecumenical Good Friday Service, the Seven Last Words of Jesus on
the Cross from 12Noon-3:00pm. Pastor Rhonda will be one of the guest preachers.

Good Friday Evening Service of Tenebrae  United Methodist Church of Hartford
You are invited to join us at 7:30pm as we journey together with a special Good Friday Service of Tenebrae, reflecting on
those precious hours as our Lord hung on the cross.

03/31/18 - Prayer Vigil  United Methodist Church of Hartford
Come and enjoy sacred moments in our sanctuary praying. Church will from 12:00pm-3:00pm. A signup sheet will be
available for people in the church foyer, adjacent to the sanctuary.

04/01/18 - Easter Sunday / Resurrection Day
Sunrise Service will be held at Elizabeth Park Overlook (corner of Prospect and Asylum Avenue) - 6:00am to 7:00am.
Join with other church and community members in an early morning celebration of the good news of Christs Resurrection! Bring a lawn chair and dress for the weather.

Easter Sunday Worship Service at United Methodist Church of Hartford
Join us at 10:00am as we celebrate our Risen Savior!

The Church office will be closed Easter Monday, April 2, 2018.

The March
United Methodist Womens gathering
will be held on Tuesday, March 6, 2018.

Community for Climate Justice
is the program for the evening.
Following a potluck supper and business meeting, Christine
Atkinson will lead the discussion as we explore the creation
story which reminds us that Gods world is our responsibility. We will consider what is the noise of poor stewardship and we will renew our commitment to
reduce abuse and affirm care for the world.
SUPPER AT 6:30 PM - - MEETING AT 7:15 PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45 PM
Remember: Its a potluck supper. If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please
remember to bring your table setting!
If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

DO SOMETHING!
At the close of the Sunday, February 18 service Marcia Ramos made a powerfully inspirational presentation to the
congregation, a challenge to all members of United Methodist Church of Hartford. Here is her summary of her message:
I stand here with a very clear vision of how I can have an impact on my church and community. As Pastor has said many
times: when God speaks to you  hes going to make sure you listen and get the message.
At the last church council meeting I nominated myself as a Volunteer Coordinator. What will I do you might be asking
yourself? I will reach out to all of you that are the hands and feet of this church to DO SOMETHING. I will bring specific
needs of our current ministries to you with the hopes that you will say I WILL DO SOMETHING! Its a simple request
for you to do more  if you volunteer 0 hours a month for the church/community then volunteer for 2, if you are on 2 committees then become a member of 4, etc. There are several of us that do 10 or more hours and it is that work that has
gotten us to where we are today. We simply need more hands and feet involved to grow our ministries.
I played the DO SOMETHING video by Matthew West if you would like to look it up online. Some of the lyrics to his
song are:
Well, I dont know about you but Im sick and tired of life with no desire
I dont want a flame, I want a fire and I wanna be the one who stands up and says
Im gonna do Something!
I want to take these flames and make a fire! There is a community out there that needs us to be the light and lead the way
to Jesus. I will take a few minutes, during the weekly services, to do specific requests for current ministries as well as ask
you to consider new ministries that need your leadership. To be clear, I am not looking to lead but to support your vision,
your desire of what you can do.
Here is my recent challenge for myself I hope you will join me in challenging yourself!
My phone is full of all my commitments: my work schedule, my travel schedule, Elles schedule, fun times with family
and friends etc. Currently, it doesnt have a single minute scheduled for ministry. That changes today, and I hope it will
change for you, too. Come to church prepared with your phone or planner ready to commit to DO SOMETHING!

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018  8:30 AM

The monthly Community Breakfast will take place March
11, 2018, starting at 8:30 am. We are asking for the congregation to donate bags of frozen potatoes, bottles of water,
and ground coffee for the breakfast. We thank everyone who
has volunteered at previous breakfasts. If you would like to
support us by volunteering your services please email
adblount86@gmail.com.
ANOTHER ANTISTE EATERY EVENT IS
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 17.
Antiste Eatery is delivering one PAY IT FORWARD meal at
a time to those in need. Please purchase a meal for yourself
or PAY IT FORWARD. Please take note meals are only
available via pre-paid orders and each meal is $12. The
menu will be available 2 week prior to the delivery date. It
would be greatly appreciated if you would support this ministry. Spread the word to all your friends and family. A portion
of the proceeds will be donated to our church's Building Fund. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach
out to Guetty by phone 908-397-2197 or email guettyantiste@gmail.com.
UMC of Hartford serves breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the neighborhood
will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC of Hartford community.
Matthew 25:35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.
I was a stranger and you invited me in.

"THE GREEN CORNER" - And God said,"It is Good"
United Methodist Bishops have called upon the church to be a more public and effective witness in reducing our carbon footprint. All creation is the Lord's and we are
responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it. God has granted us stewardship
of creation. We should meet these duties through acts of loving care and respect.
If you are worried about our planet, here's some good news! More than 86 million metric tons of plastic are thought
to be in our oceans now. Countries in Asia are responsible for much of this. A region that produces up to 60% of
marine plastic waste is pledging to clean up its act. Others are working on this problem also. Dell is creating laptop
packaging recycled from litter on Haitian beaches, estimating it will keep 16,000 lbs. of plastics out of the ocean.
Other companies are working on other new products to fight this pollution. The end goal is to use less plastic and
keep what we do use out of our oceans!

PLEASE HELP US TO CONTINUE PROVIDING THE UPPER ROOM
The UPPER ROOM magazine, free copies of which are available on the table near the church office,
costs our congregation $500 each year (approximately $42 each month). We need assistance in deferring these costs. Please consider putting a donation in the collection plate of whatever you can afford
toward the cost of this wonderful publication. Note Upper Room on either the memo section of your
check or on the envelope of your cash, and be sure to take a copy of the magazine home with you. It is
filled with truly inspiring daily devotionals.
Thank you!

Rejoice! He is risen!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
If youre a Facebook user, our church Facebook page is a great way to keep up to date with whats going on at church, and
to share the good news with your friends and acquaintances. Do a search for United Methodist Church of Hartford CT Facebook page, then Like the page, and Share articles and pictures about bible classes, concerts, community breakfasts,
worship services, etc. with your Facebook friends. Help spread the good word about all the exciting things going on here.

B I R T H D AY S
2 - Taryn Smith (c)
7 - Dorrestine Branham
10 - Ceil Stevens

12 - Fabienne Jackson
Amanda Mikkelson (c)
16 - Daisy Llewellyn
17 - Sandra Ann Craig

19 - Peter McGahie
Peter Wacht
20 - Alfreda ODonal

25 - Donald Ranger
27 - Beverley Nepaul
29 - Kathleen Wacht

