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�So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good 

of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.�

(Galatians 6:10)

This bible verse certainly rings true, at least for me, and probably for you too if you haven�t been 

living under a rock for the last weeks. We have witnessed people protesting throughout the world 

against the recent decisions made by our government which some believe to be a refusal to address 

some important issues affecting our society.  Whether you agree with the decisions or not, it is 

imperative that we as the community of faith seek God more than ever in times such as these.

What new individual and collective opportunities is God calling the church to take on in this season? 

Are we diligently pursuing every opportunity to work for the good of all, especially for those in the 

family of faith?

We have witnessed Christians standing with our Muslim brothers and sisters as sign of unity and 

compassion.  For many, the love and mercy of God outweighs the theological differences they have 

with their Muslim brothers and sisters.  At the end of the day, we as members of the family of faith 

must take each opportunity to do good for all.  Some of us may not be able to stand outside and 

protest, but we can all do something.  We can write to our government officials, hug a person whose 

faith is different from ours, join community organizations which are helping our brothers and sisters 

whom the world sees as �refugees� in practical ways (i.e. grocery shopping, babysitting, etc.).  

God continuously gives us opportunities to work for the good of all, even during the season of 

LENT.  Throughout LENT, we come face to face with our own mortality and sinful nature.  Yet, we 

are given a sacred opportunity to journey with God for forty days for a time of deep self-reflection, 

personal confession, repentance, prayer, and fasting. It is the hope and prayer that after our forty day 

journey with God, our hearts and lives will be transformed into loving vessels who are willing and 

ready to embrace every opportunity to work for the good of all of God�s beloved children.

As you journey with God during LENT, may the Holy Spirit move you to love your neighbor 

unconditionally, seek the goodness of God in all things, confess your sins, and volunteer your time 

so that you can demonstrate to the family of faith and world that God loves us all! 

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda

As we begin our LENTEN journey, you are invited to join us on March 1, 

at 7:30 PM for a time of prayer, scripture reading, and quiet meditation.



Lectionary Readings for the Month of March 2017

March 1 � Ash Wednesday (Color: Purple or Gray)
Joel 2:1-2; 12-17; Psalm 51:1-7 (UM785); 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 5 � 1st Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32 (UM766); Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

Liturgist: Richard Muirhead

March 12 � 2nd Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 121 (UM844); Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17

Liturgist: Mary Cockram

March 19 � 3rd Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95 (UM814); Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

Liturgist: Ashley Blount

March 26 � 4th Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
1Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23 (UM134/754); Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Liturgist:  John Swanson

In support of our Creation Justice initiative, the Board of Church and Society (CBCS) of the New York Annual 

Conference will be offering a Lenten Bible study that combines reflection on scripture with analysis of the moral 

and religious nature of the ecological crisis.

During Lent, please join us each Sunday morning after worship for open discussion and reflection on what it 

means To Serve and Guard the Earth.

All participants will receive the necessary materials prior to the study. Please see Pastor Rhonda for further details.

Lenten Bible Study from CBCS
�For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son�.that the world might be saved through Him�� 

These familiar words from John are often contemplated during our holy season of Lent. We know this quote. But 

look again � God is not giving his Son to save �people� or �humanity�, but �the world��

This Lent, spend some time reflecting on what it means to us, as Christians that God loves and wants to save �the 

world�. The Board of Church and Society recommends the bible study, �To Serve and Guard the Earth� by Beth 

Bojarski as a church Lenten scripture study that will help all of us come to a better understanding of the biblical 

underpinnings of concern for our environment and �world� and initiate practices that support creation�s sacredness. 

This resource is divided into six sessions related to the 7 days of creation (session 2 combines Genesis days 2 and 

4) and environmental concerns related to the days. 

Session 1: Day 1��Light / energy consumption, outdoor light pollution 

Session 2: Days 2/4��Sea & Sky / potable water, air pollution, climate change 

Session 3: Day 3��Land & Plants / deforestation, industrialization, waste management 

Session 4: Day 5��Birds & Fish/ habitat destruction, species extinction 

Session 5: Day 6��Land Creatures / consumption & greed, human disparity, overpopulation 

Session 6: Day 7��Rest & Reflection / being content with life, the importance of rest 

Although Genesis is the foundational organizing scripture of this Study, each session includes discussion and 

references to diverse scripture passages. For example, Session 1 builds on passages from John, Matthew, 

Ephesians, 1John and Psalms.



The March United Methodist Women�s gathering will be held Tuesday, March 7, 2017.

�Child Sexual Abuse: The Hidden Secret�
Gabrielle Waligora-Carroll will conduct the presentation. Participants will learn about the definition and 

common forms of sexual abuse, statistics related to the number of children impacted by this crime, victim and 
offender profiles, why children do not tell and how to intervene if you suspect.

Ms. Waligora-Carroll holds degrees from the University of North Carolina and the University of Connecticut.  A 
LCSW, her clinical work specializes in providing trauma-focused care to primary victims of crime.  She works 

with children, adolescents, as well as their non-offending caregivers.

It should be noted that the content of this talk will be graphic due to the subject matter being discussed.

The April United Methodist Women�s gathering will be held Tuesday, April 4, 2017.

Sandra Ann Craig will present the evening�s program based on
the Spiritual Growth study from Mission U-2016:

�The Bible and Human Sexuality�
We will explore the guidelines from the Bible wherein we are encouraged

to be all that we can be - getting to know all of our potentials and that
God�s gifts are good.

SUPPER AT 6:30PM - - MEETING AT 7:15PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45PM

Remember:  It�s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please remember to 
bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

A MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:  UMCofH 2017 BUDGET

 The Church Council adopted a compromised budget for 2017 on January 22, 2017. In an effort to be fully 
transparent, the Finance Committee presented the following general comments on the budget. 
 
 Although we are challenged this year in a way that we have skirted for years, the good news is that we think that 
we have presented a balanced budget that sparsely but adequately continues to allow for our church to be a vital presence 
for Christ in the West End.  Our spirits are high and our members and friends are phenomenal.  Our Pledging is holding 
up well. The daycare is becoming healthier and more able to meet its obligation, despite the possibility of having to 
downsize.  The Finance Committee will factor in the changes as more information becomes available.  We will continue 
to review our 2017 budget, and in May, we will decide if we will be required to make any changes.  
 
  Our Unrestricted Endowment Fund has been a significant prop for our operating budget for many years.  Two 
years ago we withdrew $95k for our operating budget from the Trustees and last year we withdrew $40k.  This year, the 
Trustees can provide no more than $20k for our operating budget. The remaining monies must be saved for Trustee work 
that a 110 year old building invites � like roof, furnace and plumbing opportunities. 

 After careful consideration, the Finance Committee had to make the following, but difficult choices in order to 
adopt the 2017 budget. It is the prayer and hope that the following changes will be temporary:

1. No raises for Pastor or staff except for a very small increase for our very much underpaid Church Secretary.  All 
of these decisions were passionately debated and difficult because we all felt increases were merited for our 
wonderful Pastor and superb staff.

(continued on next page)
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THE COMMUNITY MINISTRY HAS BEEN SERVING BREAKFAST FOR OVER A 
YEAR! OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS MARCH 12 - DON�T MISS IT!

For over a year the Breakfast Ministry has been providing a robust connection with our community.  Please help 
us by donating the following kitchen items:  Knives, Cutting Boards, a Stock Pot, Hair Nets, Gloves.
We are always thrilled to have new volunteers to assist with our ministry and we would also love it if you would 
share your favorite baked goods with us as a donation towards the breakfast.
You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member, or friend to have a great FREE meal and 
then come to our worship service. Together let�s show the community the love of God. 
Please ask Ashley Blount or Guetty Antiste how you can help or contact Ashley at (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 
neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 �For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.� 

�  EGGS

�  PANCAKES

�  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BISCUITS

�  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

�  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

�  HOT TEA, COFFEE

PLEASE HELP US TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE �THE UPPER ROOM�

The UPPER ROOM magazine, free copies of which are available on the table near the church 
office, costs our congregation $500 each year (approximately $42 each month). We need assistance 
in deferring these costs. Please consider putting a donation in the collection plate of whatever you can 
afford toward the cost of this wonderful publication. Note �Upper Room� on either the memo section 
of your check or on the envelope of your cash, and be sure to take a copy of the magazine home with 
you. It is filled with truly inspiring daily devotionals.        Thank you!

2. The duties of the Music Director to be significantly reduced, both by salary and duration with volunteer music 
during the summer months, from Father�s Day in June thru Labor Day in September.

3. Custodial services provide for 20 hours a week for Jeff and 10 hours a week for Junior.

4. We will cancel the very expensive US Bank copier contract when it expires in June and will purchase our own copier.

5. Church committees have reduced their planned expenses.

 The income, which includes a wonderful response from those that pledge, the $20,000 support from the Trustees, 
$5,000 from our current program of tithing special gifts from unexpected income and a very important planned $11,000 
Mustard Seed Ministry campaign essentially preserves our current program.

 After careful thought, the Finance Committee adopted a $234,327 budget for 2017, down $14,179 from 2016. 

 The Finance Committee is most appreciative of the response of our congregation and is certainly grateful for their 
continued support. A copy of the detailed financial report of the 2016 income and expenses as well as the 2017 budget is 
available in the church office for anyone who is interested.   If you have questions, please feel free to contact Kevin 
Loveland, our Chairperson, Harold Craig or Peter Antos.         

(continued from previous page)



United Methodist Church of Hartford 
2017 EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 

 
Given by:  

Address:  
  
Phone:  

In Honor of:  
  
  

In Memory of:  
 
 

I will take home    Please give to shut-in 

Orders will be taken until Monday, March 27, 2017 and flowers 
should be taken home after Easter service on Sunday, April 16, 2017.  

Type of Flower Cost Quantity   

Single Easter Lily $12.00 x        = $ 
Double Easter Lily $25.00 x            = $ 
Triple Easter Lily $40.00 x            = $ 

Tulip Plant  8 Bulbs $17.00 x            = $ 
Hydrangea Plant-3 Blooms $28.00 x            = $ 
Daffodil Plant $25.00 x            = $ 

Azalea Plant (Crown size 20�) $40.00 x            = $  

Total 
Order: 

$ 

Please make checks payable to UMC of Hartford  and  
write �Easter Flowers� in the memo section. 

  2 - Taryn Smith (c)

  7 - Dorrestine Branham

10 - Ceil Stevens

12 - Fabienne Jackson
       Amanda Mikkelson (c)

16 - Daisy Llewellyn

17 - Sandra Ann Craig

 

19 - Peter McGahie
       Peter Wacht

20 - Alfreda O�Donal

25 - Donald Ranger

27 - Beverley Nepaul

29 - Kathleen Wacht

B I RT H DAYS

�LIKE� US ON FACEBOOK

If you�re a Facebook user, our church Facebook page is a great way to keep up to date with what�s going on at church, and 
to share the good news with your friends and acquaintances. Do a search for �United Methodist Church of Hartford CT Face-
book page,� then �Like� the page, and �Share� articles and pictures about bible classes, concerts, community breakfasts, 
worship services, etc. with your Facebook friends. Help spread the good word about all the exciting things going on here.


