
FAITH IN OUR FATHERS

June is a special month.  The days are longer and full of sunshine.  

Flowers are in bloom.  People are attending graduations and weddings, 

and of course, how can we forget about Father’s Day?

Fathers come in various shapes and sizes (literally, LOL!).  God has given each father the task of 

being his family’s provider, protector, and leader.  And, like mothers, the role of fathers has 

certainly evolved.  Today, there are men who take on the role of being both mother and father. 

While this is part of society’s reality, a healthy relationship between a man and his children is 

crucial, especially for boys.

Some people can recount joyful stories about their father, while others can only remember when 

their father walked out on them, or seeing their father behind bars, or in a coffin.  One thing is for 

sure, we are not just connected to our fathers biologically, but also spiritually and emotionally.

I am certainly grateful for my biological father, Mr. Leroy Beckwith, Sr.  We’ve had some good 

moments and we have had some rough ones. Even today, as I am approaching fifty, I think my 

father still believes I am ten years old.  Now, of course, he will strongly disagree (LOL!!!).  I 

guess the humbling truth is that no matter how old we are, we will always be that precious little 

boy or girl to our dads.

As with my biological father, I’ve also been blessed with a phenomenal spiritual father, the 

Reverend Cecil B. Stone. He has by far been the most influential figure in my spiritual 

development.  To this day, I can still recall the many conversations we’ve had, the lessons he has 

taught me about God, and the letters of recommendations that he has written on my behalf during 

my ordination process.  God has blessed me with this wonderful teacher and confidant.  

There are countless men whom I respect as fathers.  But my favorite father, and yes I do have a 

favorite, is the LORD Himself. Make no mistake about it!  My Heavenly Father is the greatest 

Provider, Protector, Sustainer, Counselor, and so on.  I can come to my Heavenly Father at 

anytime, anywhere, and no matter what emotional state I find myself.

Regardless of the type of relationship you had or have with your earthly father, our Heavenly 

Father is there.  He is always ready to step in and take on that role of Daddy for you.  Won’t you 

consider opening your heart to the healing love of Jesus?  The one who provides, the one who 

protects, and the one who cares for you?  It is really true, Jesus does love you…

Peace,

Pastor Rhonda



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

In a church as diverse as ours, choosing music is always a challenge, and learning new songs can also 

be a difficult task. However, our congregation seems to be taking new songs in stride, and I want to 

thank everyone for their willingness to learn new selections alongside our familiar favorites. This is 

an important task that helps the musical part of our worship speak to more members of the Body of 

Christ, and makes our members more engaged in all parts of our music making.

For the last few months I have been working on compiling a hymn record. This record keeps track of 

the hymns we have sung in worship over the past few years, and I hope to extend this record back as 

far as possible. But for our purpose today, I want to look back at what we have learned in just the last 

six months or so----a whopping sixteen new selections! This tally is just from November of last year, 

so we have been moving at a clip of about two new hymns every month, and this number doesn't even 

include songs from our more familiar Faith We Sing and United Methodist Hymnal. 

The sixteen songs I have highlighted are from our new hymnal, Worship and Song, though you may not be aware of 

this as we do not have pew copies. First published in 2011, it continues the expansion of our sacred repertoire in the 

same fashion as The Faith We Sing. It provides supplemental selections in both traditional and contemporary styles, 

but focuses more on the latter. 

So that we can continue to improve our singing in worship to our Creator, I encourage you to take some time to get 

more familiar with a few of the contemporary selections that we have sung several times in our services:

       Bidden, Unbidden         Trading My Sorrows

       Here I Am to Worship         Days of Elijah

       Falling On My Knees         How Great Is Our God

All of these are easily accessible through YouTube. If you don't have easy access to a computer, find a friend who can 

help you and share in the beauty of the music we use to worship God. You will likely end up falling down a rabbit hole 

of contemporary worship music that you might not be familiar with, or find familiar favorites you might want to be a 

part of our worship. Please let me know if you have any suggestions!

Yours in worship and music,

Stephen

Lectionary Readings for the Month of June 2016

June 5 - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
1Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) † Psalm 146 (UM858) † Galatians 1:11-24 † Luke 7:11-17

Liturgist: Mensimah Shabbaz

June 12 - 4th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
1Kings 21:1-21a † Psalm 5:1-8 (UM742) † Galatians 2:15-21 † Luke 7:36-8:3

Liturgist: Mary Cockram

June 19 - 5th Sunday after Pentecost - Father’s Day (Color: Green)
1Kings 19:1-15a † Psalm 42 (UM777) † Galatians 3:23-29 † Luke 8:26-39

Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

June 26 - 6th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
2Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 † Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 (UM798) † Galatians 5:1, 13-25 † Luke 9:51-62

Liturgists: Marcia & Elle Ramos



The 2016 Annual Conference will be held at Hofstra University
from June 8 through 11, 2016.

GRADUATION SUNDAY IS JUNE 26  -  PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR GRADUATION INFORMATION

On Sunday, June 26, at 10:00 A.M., UMCH will honor our students who are graduating 

from pre-K, kindergarten, elementary, junior high, high school, trade school and college, 

and those students who completed their graduate and doctoral studies.  We will also be 

acknowledging scholarship recipients.  Please join us for this special day of recognition!  

A cake reception will be held following our morning worship service.

If you or your child is graduating this year, and would like to participate in our Graduation 

Service on June 26, please submit your information to staff@umcofhartford.org.  You 

may also contact the church office at 860-523-5123.

When submitting your information, please include the following:  

 1.  The graduate’s full name

 2.  A photograph of the graduate

 3.  The name of the school graduated from

 4.  The diploma or degree received

 5.  The next level of education (if any) and new school the graduate will be advancing to

All information and photos must be submitted by Sunday, June 12, to be included in the service.

“STUFF-A-CRUISER” WAS A SUCCESS

Our May 7 "Stuff-a-Cruiser" event collected almost 

400 pounds of food for the West End Food Pantry.  We 

send out a HUGE thank you to everyone who brought 

food!  Thanks also to the youth and adults who worked 

at the event.  And, of course, we couldn't have done it 

at all without the help of our Community Officer, Joe 

Sherbo of the Hartford Police Department.

  4 - Flora Wilmot

  5 - Aldora Boutwell

  8 - Peter Antos

13 - Bonnie Loveland

15 - Alberta Elliott

20 - Deshawn Parkes

22 - Emily Loveland

23 - June Nelson

24 - Gretchen (Vivier) Derby

Dianne & Peter Antos - 6/10/67

Donnalin & Egya Aggrey - 6/25/11

Sandra Ann & Harold Craig - 6/27/56

Stacia & Deshaun Parkes - 6/27/09

#  #  #  #  #  #   JUNE  CELEBRATIONS   #  #  #  #  #  #  
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES


