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A NEW YEAR - A NEW THING
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth,

do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:19

A New Year has begun! It is a great symbol of new hope and new beginnings, letting bygones be 
bygones, and being open to the courageous possibilities waiting upon the horizon.  This gives us the 
sacred opportunity to reflect upon and learn from our past, as we move forward with a spirit of boldness 
in the Lord with a humble and thankful heart.

The New Year also opens the pathway for the Lord to do new things in us and through us. What an excit-
ing time! Though, the New Year may start off with some uncertainty due to the ongoing: division in our 
country, the uphill battle in the United Methodist Church, homelessness, economic insecurity…we can 
be united as brothers and sisters in our faith in Christ Jesus because we are reminded of the prophet 
Isaiah’s words – “Our God is doing a new thing.” With this understanding, we can also trust the words 
of the Lord through the prophet Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (NIV).

For the United Methodist Church of Hartford, the New Year will bring its own set of courageous possi-
bilities. Beginning in the month of January:  

 •  The church will begin journeying with Rev. Gilmore, Director of Congregational Development 
and Revitalization in the New York Conference of the United Methodist Church. It is the hope 
that Rev. Gilmore will help our church to discern, envision, and create effective ways in how 
we engage Christian discipleship in the local church and community.

• Participate in an eight-week small group bible study with Wethersfield United Methodist 
Church using Walter Brueggemann’s book entitled, “Interrupting Silence: God’s Command to 
Speak Out”.

There is so much more God wants from us. During this New Year we will experience the challenging 
blessings to do something new, to be fearless, to overcome disappointment, and to take that leap of faith, 
trusting that God will never leave us or forsake us. As such, I wait in great anticipation and expectation 
to see what God will do. I hope you feel the same way too!

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor



You are invited to our Sunday, January 12, breakfast. We thank God 
for keeping us on the mission as we foster relationships with our 
community!  We ask that you continue to pray for us and invite 
everyone you know to our monthly breakfast which is served every 
2nd Sunday. If you would like to volunteer your help in any way 
please contact Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a 
stranger and you invited me in.”

January 5 – 2nd Sunday after Christmas (Color: White) 

January 6 – Epiphany of the Lord (Color: White) 

January 12 – Baptism of the Lord (Color: White) 

January 19 – 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green) 
Human Relations Sunday 

January 26 – 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green) 

Program:  “Pledge to Mission Service 2020 - Women in Strength”
We’ll learn about the power of Mission Giving and shine a light on issues affecting women, children and 

youth through our Pledge to Mission.
SUPPER AT 6:30 PM - - MEETING AT 7:15 PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45  PM

Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting! If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

The January UMW gathering will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 7 *

* Since the December gathering had to be cancelled the January program will consist of December’s
scheduled content.



COOMBS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Upon her death, Pat Coombs, a long-time member of our church, left money to establish a schol-
arship fund. The fund helps high school graduates of all ages to enhance their lives through 
continuing education. This can mean for college or for other learning opportunities. You can 
obtain instructions to apply for this scholarship in the “info center” section of the church web site 
(umcofhartford.org). Please note that applications are ONLY being accepted online. The appli-
cation deadline is February 1, 2020. In addition to the scholarship fund, Pat also left money 

directly to our church. We are grateful to Pat for remembering her church in her will, and we encourage you to consider our 
church as you plan your estate. A gift such as this can make a real difference for years to come.

 1 - Manuel Villegas (Connor) (c)
 3 - Elaina Mends

 14 - Dianne Antos
26 - Agnes DeHaney

29 - Dennis Cunningham

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES
Steve Derby

& Gretchen (Vivier)
1/10/09

OUR NEXT MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST WILL BE ON SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 19
Since June 2018 a group of the men of our church have been meeting on the third Sunday 
of the month from 8:00 am to 9:30 am. The sharing and spirit of brotherhood have been 
truly inspirational. All men are invited to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to 
break bread with your brothers in Christ and take part in heartfelt prayer and lively discus-
sion on Sunday, January 19.

NEXT SANDWICH MAKING SATURDAY FOR THE HOUSE OF BREAD - SATURDAY,  JAN. 11
Sandwich making will take place at the Parish Center at the Church of Saint Thomas the 
Apostle, 872 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford from 8:00am to 10:00am.

Volunteers are asked to bring a few pounds of meat, cheese, cans of tuna or chicken. The 
bread will be donated by Big Y.

After we assemble the sandwiches, we will serve them for lunch at the House of Bread at 27 
Chestnut St., Hartford from 10:45am until 1:00pm.


