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DECISIONS, DECISIONS
A New Year has come! For some, it is a sweet reminder that something new and
exciting is on the horizon, while for others, not so much. Either way, decisions will
have to be made (good, bad, or indifferent). It is why we must strive first for the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness  Matthew 6:33.
The United Methodist Church (UMC) is at a pivotal moment as a denomination. As with the world, the UMC is faced
with having to address some increasing significant issues. Yet, in the midst of addressing these issues, we must continue
to lift their eyes to the hills-from where will our help come? Our help comes from the Lord and not the world - Psalm
121:2 (adapted).
As the denomination struggles to come together in trying to seek solutions, we must remember to love one another as
Christ loves us. We must seek Gods truth and not our own, and we must open our hearts and arms to all of Gods
children.
But make no mistake, we must seek Gods holiness and be transformed by renewing our mind and transform how we live
and move in Christ Jesus, not just as a denomination, but more importantly, as children of God in Christ Jesus, because
we certainly dont want our testimony to be in vain.

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda
But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15

Lectionary Readings for the Month of January 2019
January 6  Epiphany of the Lord (Color: White)
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

January 13  Baptism of the Lord (Color: White)
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15, 17, 21-22

January 20  2nd Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Human Relations Day
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

January 27 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1Corinthians 12:12-31; Luke 4:14-21

NEXT SANDWICH MAKING SATURDAY FOR THE HOUSE OF BREAD - SATURDAY, JAN. 12
Sandwich making will take place at the Parish Center at the Church of Saint Thomas the
Apostle, 872 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford from 8:00am to 10:00am.
Volunteers are asked to bring a few pounds of meat, cheese, cans of tuna or chicken. The
bread will be donated by Big Y.
After we assemble the sandwiches, we will serve them for lunch at the House of Bread at 27
Chestnut St., Hartford from 10:45am until 1:00pm.

You are invited to our Sunday, January 13 breakfast. We thank
God for keeping us on the mission as we foster relationships with
our community! Since we began we have served 30-40 people
each month. We ask that you continue to pray for us and invite
everyone you know to our monthly Breakfast which is served
every 2nd Sunday. We are currently in need of coffee and kitchen
gloves. If you can supply these items or would like to help in any
other way please contact Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100.
Matthew 25:35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a
stranger and you invited me in.

NEXT MENS MONTHLY PRAYER BREAKFAST WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
Since June a group of the men of our church have been meeting on the third Sunday of the month
from 8:00 am to 9:30 am. The sharing and spirit of brotherhood have been truly inspirational. All
men are invited to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to break bread with your brothers
in Christ and take part in heartfelt prayer and lively discussion on Sunday, December 16.

Sunday, January 20, 2019 is Human Relations Day
What is Human Relations Day?
Human Relations Day is one of six church-wide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church. Human
Relations Day calls United Methodists to recognize the right of all Gods children in realizing their potential as human
beings in relationship with one another. The special offering benefits neighborhood ministries through Community
Developers, community advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services and work with at-risk teens through the
Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program.

When do we celebrate Human Relations Day?
United Methodists celebrate Human Relations Day on the Sunday before the national observance of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.s birthday.

How does The United Methodist Church distribute the offerings received on Human Relations Day?
The treasurer of the General Council on Finance and Administration allocates net receipts, after payment of promotional
expenses, to the administering agencies:
 Community Developers Program: 57 percent (General Board of Global Ministries)
 United Methodist Voluntary Services Program: 33 percent (General Board of Global Ministries)
 Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program: 10 percent (General Board of Church and Society)
For more information: www.umcgiving.org

Heres your opportunity
y to discover where y
you can serve God and the church

Learn more about the different ministries and committees in our church
Discover where God is calling you to share your: prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness
Learn more about the United Methodist Church
Discover your spiritual gifts by taking spiritual gift inventory assessment

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES NEEDED
It's time to update our church directory. Maybe you have a new email or phone number. Maybe
your birthday month and date aren't listed. Maybe you have moved. Well, Dianne Antos, our membership secretary, is working to prepare an updated directory to be ready in early February. Please
get changes to her either at church or by email at dianne@umcofhartford.org. Thank you.

COOMBS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Upon her death, Pat Coombs, a long-time member of our church, left money to establish a scholarship fund. The fund helps high school graduates of all ages to enhance their lives through continuing education. This can mean for college or for other learning opportunities. You can obtain instructions to apply for this scholarship in the church office or from the info center section of the church
web site (umcofhartford.org). Please note that applications are ONLY being accepted online this
year. The application deadline is February 15, 2019. In addition to the scholarship fund, Pat
also left money directly to our church. We are grateful to Pat for remembering her church in her will, and we encourage
you to consider our church as you plan your estate. A gift such as this can make a real difference for years to come.

BIRTHDAYS
1 - Robert Lange
3 - Elaina Mends
Manuel Villegas (Connor) (c) 14 - Dianne Antos

16 - Alan Vincent
26 - Agnes DeHaney

ANNIVERSARIES
28 - Ava Nepaul

Steve Derby
& Gretchen (Vivier)
1/10/09

