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Be Rooted in God’s Love
Grow in Grace
Bear Fruit of

Justice and Peace
FEBRUARY2020

REMEMBER:  GOD LOVES YOU
Human beings are peculiar people, at least according to 1Peter 2:9 
(King James Version). As peculiar people created in the image of 
God, we all want to be heard, appreciated, remembered, and most 
importantly: loved.

Love is action! Love comes to us in different ways, such as bringing someone a glass of water, holding 
the hand of a neighbor or stranger who just lost a loved one, calling or sending a card to a church 
member whom you have not seen in a while, praying for and encouraging someone who is going 
through a difficult time in their lives. I can go on, but you get the idea.

Love, especially God’s love, is always there to hold and lift us up. Love is not judgmental or insensi-
tive. “Love is patient, Love is kind…. Love never ends” (1Corinthians13:4a, 8 - New Revised Stan-
dard Version).

The reason why we sometimes do not experience the presence of God’s love that we so desperately 
need and yearn for (whether we want to admit it or not), is because we are too busy moving and want-
ing to control everything. In this fast-paced world, we find it challenging to be still and know that God 
is the God of love and that God cares for us. Because of being overly consumed with our own lives 
and issues, we don’t always share God’s love the way we should. This often prevents us from experi-
encing the fullness of God’s healing and love in every area of our lives. 

Beloved, God wants us healed and to be made whole! God wants us to hold onto our faith in Jesus 
Christ. No matter what we are going through, God’s LOVE will see us through. We may sometimes 
feel as if we are being afflicted in every way, but we will never be crushed. Things in life may cause us 
to be perplexed, but we will never be driven to despair. Sometimes we will feel as if we are being per-
secuted, but Jesus will never forsake us. Life will throw us a few curve balls and strike us down from 
time to time, but remember we will not be destroyed (Adapted, 2Corinthians 4:8-9). 

Therefore, let us be encouraged and remember that we “are more than conquerors” through Jesus 
Christ who LOVES us! We must be “convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all cre-
ation, will be able to separate us from the LOVE of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:37-39

GOD LOVES YOU AND SO DO I
(SERIOUSLY, I REALLY DO - SMILE)

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor



You are invited to our Sunday, February 9, breakfast. We thank God 
for keeping us on the mission as we foster relationships with our 
community!  We ask that you continue to pray for us and invite 
everyone you know to our monthly breakfast which is served every 
2nd Sunday. If you would like to volunteer your help in any way 
please contact Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100.
Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a 
stranger and you invited me in.”

Program:  “A Call To Prayer and Self-Denial 2020”
We Rise: Meeting God's Call To Transform Communities 

This program will shine a light on the ways members of UMW have changed the lives of women, children
and youth on the margins through gifts to A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.

This giving also transforms members' own lives as they grow in their love of God and neighbors.
An offering ceremony will be a part of the program.

SUPPER AT 6:30 PM - - MEETING AT 7:15 PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45  PM
Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please 

remember to bring your table setting! If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).
All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

The February UMW gathering will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 4

Lectionary Readings for the Month of February 2020 - Black History Month
February 2 – 4th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1Corinthians 1:8-31; Matthew 5:1-12

February 9 – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
UMC Scouting Day

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10; 1Corinthians 2:1-16; Matthew 5:13-20

February 16 – 6th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37

February 23 – Transfiguration Sunday (Color: White)
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99; 2Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

February 26 – Ash Wednesday (Color: Purple)
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

TOWN HALL MEETING WITH PASTOR RHONDA & CHURCH LEADERS ON FEBRUARY 2
Join Pastor Rhonda and church leaders on Sunday, February 2, at 11:00am for a town hall style conversation and fellow-
ship in the church parlor. Topics to be discussed will be Bishop Bickerton’s visit to the Connecticut District on January 
10 and the Initial Congregational Growth meeting with Rev. Gilmore on January 13. Your presence is of vital importance.



OUR NEXT MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST WILL BE ON SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 16
Since June 2018 a group of the men of our church have been meeting on the third Sunday 
of the month from 8:00 am to 9:30 am. The sharing and spirit of brotherhood have been 
truly inspirational. All men are invited to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to 
break bread with your brothers in Christ and take part in heartfelt prayer and lively discus-
sion on Sunday, February 16.

  8 - Elle Ramos (c)
10 - Maria MacDonald
11 - Kevin Loveland

18 - Matthew Welsh
19 - Calina Barnum
       Adam Muirhead (c)

24 - James Dinello
28 - Mary Cockram

B I RT H DAYS

BLACK HISTORY MONTH - A TIME TO REFLECT, A TIME TO LEARN

February, Black History Month, offers opportunities for us to enlarge our knowledge and understanding of notable Afri-
can Americans. There are so many men and women who have made tremendous contributions to our country whose 
names and lives may be unfamiliar to most of us. Two such men were Doris Miller and J. Charles Jones.

Doris Miller was the first African American to be awarded the Navy Cross, in May 1942 for heroic action during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Although segregation in the navy limited the types of duties he was assigned, he manned an 
anti-aircraft gun during the battle. On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of this year, an official announcement was made that 
a new anti-aircraft carrier will be built and named for him. The Washington Post, BBC News, and CBS News all reported 
on Doris Miller on January 19. Copies of the Washington Post article will be available at the church.

J. Charles Jones, attorney and civil rights activist, was also in the news on January 19, after his death in December 2019. 
A founding member of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, Mr. Jones worked to integrate lunch counters in 
Charlotte, NC in the early 1960s. During the same time period, he was one of the Freedom Riders, a group that worked 
to end segregation on interstate buses in the South. In 1966, he led a march around the Washington, DC beltway to protest 
discriminatory housing practices in the Washington installations. The actions of the group he headed - the Action Coordi-
nating Committee to End Segregation in the Suburbs (ACCESS) - led to an order in 1967 by the Secretary of Defense 
prohibiting segregated housing within about three miles of Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. Copies of a news article 
about Mr. Jones will also be available at the church. 

During Black History Month we would do well to learn more about other African Americans who have done more than 
their share to improve life in our country. The internet is an amazing tool for doing such research.


