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SING UNTO THE LORD!
Scripture reading and music are an integral part of our worship
experience. Most of us have a particular hymn or praise song that
has helped us get through a difficult or challenging time. In that
same spirit, we can all also recount the various hymns and praise
songs that have filled our hearts with joy, hope, love, thankfulness, and peace.
Charles Wesley, Fannie Crosby, Chris Tomlin, and The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir are just a few
of the many artists who have used their God given gift of music and song to lift up and encourage
the body of Christ. With the Holy Spirit as their driving force, these servants of God help us to
connect to the wonders of Gods love and grace found in His Holy Word.
The Holy Bible encourages us to make a joyful and (sometimes loud) noise unto the Lord. We
are encouraged to praise God with trumpet sounds, tambourine and dance; praise God with
strings, pipes and clashing cymbals - talk about an awesome praise worthy and musical
ensemble!
As you journey daily with the Lord, may you find ways to praise and worship God for not only
what He can do for you, but because God is God and He is worthy to be PRAISED!
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.
(Psalm 150  King James Version)
Peace,
Pastor Rhonda

Lectionary Readings for the Month of February 2019 - Black History Month
February 3  4th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1Corinthians 13:1-3; Luke 4:21-30

February 10  5th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: White)
Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

February 17  6th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26

February 24 7th Sunday after the Epiphany (Color: Green)
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Luke 6:27-38

SERMON SERIES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
Sponsored by the General Board of Discipleship

Theme: See All the People
How do we reach people for Christ?
How can we expand the church into fruitful disciple making communities?
Week 1: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany - February 10 - The Pressing Crowd
Week 2: Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany - February 17 - The Expectant Crowd
Week 3: Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany - February 24 - The Questioning Crowd
Week 4: Transfiguration Sunday - March 3 - The Astounded Crowd

Lenten Small Group Bible Study Series
Sunday Mornings After Worship
March 10 (1st Sunday in Lent)  April 14 (Palm Sunday)
Join us for a six-week comprehensive study prepared by the
Conference Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church.
The Cross and the Lynching Tree provides a provocative and relevant Lenten study for
small groups in church congregations. Not only is the book a timely reflection on racism,
but also this theological work provides deep insights into what our primary Christian
symbol really means and how the paradox of the cross informs our faith and contemporary
experience. This powerful and painful song for hope is a perfect fit for Lent! (Excerpt
from the Study Guide, The Cross and the Lynching Tree by Church & Society)

Let us not be afraid to grow deeper in the Lord!

The February United Methodist Womens gathering
will be held on Tuesday, February 12, 2019.
Painting a Shalom Wheel is the program for the evening.
Be ready to paint and pray! Zulynette Morales will be leading us in a instructional painting project. We will be
painting a shalom wheel, which is mentioned in our UMW program book. During this meeting you will be encouraged to reflect on the people, places and things that bring you Shalom, peace. Bring your sisters and friends.

YOU MUST RSVP your attendance so she can provide enough supplies for all.
SUPPER AT 6:15PM - - MEETING AT 7:00 PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:15 PM
PLEASE NOTE: This is the SECOND TUESDAY of the month and an earlier start so we
have enough time to complete the program.
Remember: Its a potluck supper. If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please
remember to bring your table setting! If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

You are invited to our Sunday, February 10 breakfast. We thank
God for keeping us on the mission as we foster relationships with
our community! Since we began we have served 30-40 people
each month. We ask that you continue to pray for us and invite
everyone you know to our monthly Breakfast which is served
every 2nd Sunday. We are currently in need of coffee and kitchen
gloves. If you can supply these items or would like to help in any
other way please contact Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100.
Matthew 25:35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a
stranger and you invited me in.

NEXT MENS MONTHLY PRAYER BREAKFAST WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Since June a group of the men of our church have been meeting on the third Sunday of the month
from 8:00 am to 9:30 am. The sharing and spirit of brotherhood have been truly inspirational. All
men are invited to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to break bread with your brothers
in Christ and take part in heartfelt prayer and lively discussion on Sunday, February 17.

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES NEEDED
It's time to update our church directory. Maybe you have a new email or phone number. Maybe
your birthday month and date aren't listed. Maybe you have moved. Well, Dianne Antos, our membership secretary, is working to prepare an updated directory to be ready in early February. Please
get changes to her either at church or by email at dianne@umcofhartford.org. Thank you.

COOMBS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Upon her death, Pat Coombs, a long-time member of our church, left money to establish a scholarship fund. The fund helps high school graduates of all ages to enhance their lives through continuing education. This can mean for college or for other learning opportunities. You can obtain instructions to apply for this scholarship in the church office or from the info center section of the church
web site (umcofhartford.org). Please note that applications are ONLY being accepted online this
year. The application deadline is February 15, 2019. In addition to the scholarship fund, Pat
also left money directly to our church. We are grateful to Pat for remembering her church in her will, and we encourage
you to consider our church as you plan your estate. A gift such as this can make a real difference for years to come.

B I R T H D AY S
1 - Timothy Smith (c)
5 - Heather Muirhead
6 - Harold Craig

8 - Elle Ramos (c)
10 - Maria MacDonald
11 - Kevin Loveland

18 - Matthew Welsh
19 - Adam Muirhead (c)
Calina Barnum

24 - James Dinello
28 - Mary Cockram

THE CHOIR WILL OBSERVE BLACK HISTORY MONTH
IN A SPIRITUAL WAY
Now that the holidays are over, we're hoping to see more of our choir members back in the choir loft.
Contemporary Praise Choir folks, remember we're looking for you the last 3 Thursdays of each
month. (This month that falls on February 14th, so bring your Valentine with you to choir!) New folks
who wish to join should speak with either Deanna or Sandra Ann.
During our Moments of Grace in February, as part of our observance of Black History Month, we will
learn about several African-American composers and be treated to renditions of some of their most
popular works by our resident quartet. There's a reason these are called Spirituals  you can really feel
the Spirit in them! Come and be a part of this exciting worship experience!
Deanna Swanson

WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER LINE
Please join us Wednesday mornings from: 7:15 AM to 7:30 AM for a time of devotion and prayer.
Free Conferencing Dial-in Number: (712) 775-7270 Access Code: 592581
Persons leading the prayer* will have the option to:
Continue using the 2019 daily Bible reading guide (Copies are available on the table next to the church office), or share
from whatever source they find inspiration that is helping them to grow in the Lord, or select another scripture reading
that is not from the 2019 daily bible reading, or share whatever is on your heart.
*Please Note: All participants are encouraged to volunteer to lead our prayer time.

COMING NEXT MONTH
NEXT SANDWICH MAKING SATURDAY FOR THE HOUSE OF BREAD - SAT., MARCH 9
Sandwich making will take place at the Parish Center at the Church of Saint Thomas the
Apostle, 872 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford from 8:00am to 10:00am.
Volunteers are asked to bring a few pounds of meat, cheese, cans of tuna or chicken. The
bread will be donated by Big Y.
After we assemble the sandwiches, we will serve them for lunch at the House of Bread at 27
Chestnut St., Hartford from 10:45am until 1:00pm.

COLLEGE YOUTH CARE OUT REACH
A few months ago, we began an outreach program for our youth. While our young adults are
away at school, wed like to keep in touch with them. Many of you were so very generous in
purchasing snacks for them. They appreciated your efforts in making their time away a bit
more pleasant.
After meeting, this committee agreed that it would be much more cost effective to send a gift
card, such as Visa, that can be used anywhere. They may purchase snacks, personal items or
supplies as needed. Perhaps someone will need to purchase a meal instead of snacks.
The next Spring Semester collection:
Sunday, March 24 and 31, 2019
Mailing around April 8th, 2019
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Bishop Thomas Bickerton has issued a renewed call for prayer to blanket the special session of the General Conference in
February (Exact dates: February 23 - February 26). Clergy and laity are invited to join him in prayer each day from
2:23 PM n 2:26PM.
The Commission on a Way Forward is a group of thirty
-two persons brought together to help the church find a way forward.
The Commissions purpose is not to arrive at uniformity of thought among its own members or to design the shape the
church should take in the future. The purpose has been to help the Council of Bishops and the General Conference to do
this work of decision-making.
The Council of Bishops considered three plans developed by the Commission on a Way Forward. The Council of Bishops
has indicated its majority recommendation for the One Church Plan, which could allow for different approaches in
different places. Their report to the special called 2019 General Conference will also include information about the other
two plans.
One Church Plan (recommended): The one-church model would allow different United Methodists in different places to
make different decisions regarding ministry with or by LGBTQ persons rather than maintaining a single standard that
operates everywhere throughout the worldwide church. This plan would remove restrictive language from the Book of
Discipline and give conferences, churches and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context in relation
to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church."
United Methodists in central conferences in Africa, Asia and Europe would retain the authority to adapt the Book of
Discipline and could continue to include their traditional language and values.
This plan would also protect the rights of United Methodists whose theological convictions will not allow them to perform
same-sex weddings or ordain LGBTQ people.
Traditionalist Plan: This plan would affirm the current language about homosexuality in the Book of Discipline and seek
to strengthen enforcement for violations of church law.
Connectional-Conference Plan: This plan would create three connectional conferences based on theology or perspective,
each having clearly defined values (accountability, contextualization and justice). The three connectional conferences
would function throughout the worldwide church and the five existing U.S. jurisdictions would be abolished.
Adaptations to the Book of Discipline would be allowed by each connectional conference. Annual conferences would
determine their affiliation with a connectional conference. Local churches who choose a branch other than the one chosen
by their annual conference could vote to join another conference. This plan would require multiple amendments to the
denominaTIONS CONSTITUTION
The full report and legislation will be available following translation into the official languages of the General Conference.
The 2019 General Conference will receive the report and legislation and make decisions about whether or how to change
our current connectional relationships.
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