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Be Rooted in God’s Love
Grow in Grace
Bear Fruit of

Justice and Peace
PENTECOST2021

Pentecost - A Love Language
That Transcends Difference

 The day of Pentecost marks the birth of the church:  nations of people who 
came with different languages, customs, and cultures were born again by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
grafted in the family of faith having one commonality - Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior, Ruler for all eternity.

Can you imagine being in the crowd that day feeling the rushing wind of power and being filled with the Holy 
Spirit of God? Nations of people exploded with rejoicing and praised God in languages foreign to themselves 
but familiar to someone of a different culture standing in the crowd.

The Spirit of Christ broke through walls of difference and ushered in love and unity from on high. This demon-
strated that all people are equal.  As the work of God was manifested, people from every culture around the 
world stood witness. Beliefs of scarcity of resources and superiority that caused division were crushed by the 
Holy Spirit.

Power from heaven was poured out on all standing in the crowd, and they received the ability to proclaim and 
understand the works of God in every language. People who looked differently and talked differently became 
united in the gift of love ushered in by the Spirit of Christ.

This was the birth of the church born out of the labor of our Savior Jesus Christ.

As each of us exit this time of COVID-19, we acknowledge that we all have experienced the leaning and trust-
ing in our God throughout the past 12 months.  We all have been called once again in to Oneness as we each 
experienced up close, face to face relationships with one another through Zoom gatherings and sharing. Now 
the storm and waiting is almost completely over, and our physical doors of the church will open.

Is our faith strengthened?

Is our hope renewed?

Have we grown closer and more empowered to work in the Kingdom with one another?

As we prepare to return into our building and come together physically in close proximity after this year of 
endurance through COVID-19, I’m expecting the same power of the Holy Spirit released on the Day of Pente-
cost to fill each of us, igniting our hearts with flames of fire in passion for the things that concern God. 

We wait in joyful expectation for the power of God to reveal itself again, communicating through us fresh 
expressions of ministry in ways that may be unfamiliar and new but recognized by those in the midst of our 
community. We’re praying that those who live in spaces surrounding our church witness and understand God’s 
love and Call that reaches out to them. We will be the church who welcomes and stands in unity allowing the 
power of God to be revealed through us in actions of justice and peace. Let it be so.

Pastor Crystal Paul-Watson



         OUTDOOR
          CLEANUP
      AT CHURCH
Thank you to all who showed up for the outdoor cleanup effort in mid-April. Steve Derby's pickup truck was filled to 
capacity three times with leaf bags, which Tony Muirhead graciously helped him bring to the dump. In addition, the 
dumpster was filled and we have a pile of debris to add to it once it's emptied. Galen Starling, Beth Ann Sennett, Victor 
& Steve Derby, Kevin Loveland, Don Ranger, Jeffrey Hill, Mary Cockram, Heather & Tony Muirhead, Katherine Lahti, 
Carolyn McGahie (with Peter's dog), and our faithful lay leader, James Leach, worked to the point of exhaustion. Major 
improvements were made by these dedicated stewards of our beautiful grounds. This was a happy day of team building 
and camaraderie indeed as the group also shared lunch after their hard work!

PLEASE WELCOME JAMES LEACH AS UMCH LAY LEADER
By John Brubaker

Jane and I want to thank Pastor Crystal, Pastor Rhonda and all of the members of United Meth-
odist Church of Hartford for the chance we have had to serve as Co-Lay Leaders.  To work 
with these two amazing Women of God and to be a part of UMCH’s response to the challenges 
and changes of the past three years has been an honor and a constant growth opportunity.

When I learned of the Nomination and Acceptance of my friend James Leach as Lay Leader I 
requested that I be able to write this article.  James and I have a friendship and a brotherhood 
through Christ that is deep and strong.  It is a thrill for me to both welcome him to this important service role and to share 
with my beloved UMCH brothers and sisters in Christ what a great selection the Nominating Committee has made.  
James already is and will continue to become a powerful force for Christ and great Lay Leader for the UMCH.   

As Christians we are called to both “talk the talk and walk the walk.” James is one of those rare individuals who excels 
at both.  James’ Christian “talk” is his witness – the transformational story of how Christ has changed his life, his heart, 
his mind and his spirit. When James witnesses, when he shares, when he preaches the Gospel of Christ from the pulpit, 
his sharing is filled with the Holy Spirit.  James’ “talk” is filled with gratitude and conviction.  It is both Scripture-based 
and experiential.  It comes from a place of humility, from his desire to share in a way through which others can deepen 
their relationship with our Savior. 

James and I have shared membership in a Men’s Prayer Breakfast over the past few years.  To quote a famous advertising 
slogan from a few decades ago, “when James talks – people listen.”  On many occasions when we got close to the end of 
our time together – if James had not shared – the moderator would ask him to.  It simply felt like the breakfast wasn’t 
complete without hearing from James.   

James’ life is one of faith in action – a walk, not just a talk.  I hope over his service as Lay Leader he will find the right 
time and way to share with us his daily devotional schedule – what he does on a daily basis to answer his Call from God.  
Last summer, during the early weeks of the Covid crisis, I was involved as the Zoom Master of the Men’s Prayers Break-
fast we both attend. James asked if he could come by and watch how we used the technology to provide our combined 
Zoom and in person prayer breakfast.  He did it to solely be of greater service to UMCH in case he was called upon.  That is my 
friend James – in a nutshell.  A man of faith, service and action – working for Christ and not seeking credit or acclaim for it.

To James, Godspeed my brother in Christ in this new and wonderful opportunity to serve our Lord.  To our UMCH broth-
ers and sisters in Christ – I encourage you to get to know and to work with this remarkable man – a man of faith in action.  
In Jesus’ name we proclaim victory for UMCH in 2021 and beyond.       



JUSTICE!  HOW LONG, LORD?  HOW LONG?
By Steve Derby
Sunday worship is reputed to be the most segregated time in United States.  Not us!  We are a racially diverse congrega-
tion.  We are diverse in many other ways as well, diverse in wealth, education, age.  Male, female, straight, and gay.  Our 
diversity is a beautiful thing, and if we promote it, I’m sure that we may even inspire a few new people to join us.  How 
we do that, I’m not sure.  Perhaps we could get together to think about it.  Our diversity suits us well to understand the 
issues and injustices of our day.
We could also describe our congregation as inclusive.  Perhaps our inclusiveness is derived from our diversity.  I am 
reminded of the openness of our Communion Table.  We are told that to eat at our table you need not be a member of our 
church or of any church, but that you need only a desire to draw closer to Christ.  “The table is set. All are invited. No 
exceptions. Come and eat”.  Tears me up every time! 
Three thousand years ago, Amos yearned for justice: “Let justice roll down like a river and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.” Martin Luther King Jr. quoted Amos in his “I have a dream” speech.  And today, especially in view of 
the rash of black death at the hands of the police, we are re-awakened to the need for Justice.  “How long Lord, how 
long?” we cry. 
Searching for clues on how to achieve this elusive thing called Justice, I re-read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  I found it 
rich with guidance on achieving true and lasting justice; guidance for our own actions as we seek to redress the injustice 
of racism; the injustice of sexism, the injustices caused by homophobia, the injustices causing climate change, the injus-
tices that we experience every day. Jesus points us away from simple punishment and revenge. Jesus came, “Not to abol-
ish the Law, but to complete it.”  He is not interested in “getting even” but to shape justice toward restitution, forgiveness, 
harmony and love. “Don’t nurse anger against another person, – make peace with that person” Jesus says.  Don’t be judg-
mental, don’t go around criticizing your neighbor while ignoring your own faults. Love your enemies. There must be no 
limit to your goodness. Always treat others as you would like them to treat you.

Back in 1844, the English philosopher Jeremy Bentham said, “Publicity [i.e., public attention] is the soul of justice.” This 
gives perspective to civil rights activist and congressman John Lewis’ reflection in 2020 on his time marching with Dr. 
King in the 1960’s: “As Martin Luther King Jr. taught us, whenever and wherever we saw injustice, we had a moral obli-
gation to say something, to do something, to speak up and speak out.”
So we, with all the wisdom and understanding that our diversity gives us, must speak up and speak out, to say something 
and do something when we experience injustice.  And the actions we take must work toward restitution and harmony.
Blest are those who hunger and thirst to see right prevail. Blest are the peacemakers. These powerful words resonate 
strongly with me and I pray that they resonate with you as well. 
If we hear these words of Jesus and act upon them, it is as if we had the sense to build our house upon a rock.   But if we 
hear these words of Jesus and do not act upon them, it is as if we were foolish enough to build our house on sand.
I felt new confidence that the pursuit of justice should be the mainstay of our lives as I read Jesus’ advice to seek God’s 
justice: “Put away anxious thoughts about food and drink to keep yourself alive, and clothes to cover your body… Set 
your mind on the kingdom of God and his justice before everything else, and all the rest will come to you as well.”

PLEASE GIVE TO THE UPPER ROOM FUND
The church’s purchase of The Upper Room daily devotional guide is made possible by your dedicated 
gifts to a special fund for that purpose. Unfortunately, this particular fund is running a deficit and 
therefore needs your gifts so that this guide will be available for you and others to pick up when we 
resume in-person worship in June.

For 80 years, The Upper Room daily devotional guide has encouraged people everywhere to share 
their stories of faith. The publication “offers resources that encourage daily spiritual practice, calls 
Christians to a life of living prayer, helps people grow deeper in love with God and neighbor, and 

invites the “spiritually curious” to living waters.” It can be a vital resource in our church’s efforts to spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to others in the West End of Hartford, as well as strengthening our own faith.
It costs approximately $500 per year to pay for the copies we distribute. Please make a gift to The Upper Room fund by 
indicating the amount of your donation in the “Other” section of your offering envelope, in the memo section of your 
offering check, or as part of your PayPal donation to the church.



A SMALL GROUP CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
By Jane Brubaker 
“Every adversity, every failure, every heartache carries with it the seed of an equal or greater benefit,” said self-help 
author Napoleon Hill. There was plenty of adversity last year.

On March 13, 2020 we were notified that in-person services would be temporarily canceled. Having our in-person 
services and our church building shut-down was hard, but we found new ways to stay connected. We had our first virtual 
church service on Free Conference Call on March 15 before we switched to using Zoom for Sunday services. Many of us 
had participated in Lenten devotionals using Free Conference Call starting back in 2018 and were comfortable with the 
virtual format — maybe that was God’s way of preparing us for 2020?

It soon became clear that we wouldn’t be meeting in person anytime soon. How could we stay connected and support each 
other more frequently during this scary time? We came up with a solution — to meet together on Free Conference Call 
Monday through Friday for 8 weeks. Each day we read a Psalm and prayed together. Just 15 or 20 minutes a day of 
connection was so powerful. It was a great way to start the day.

By the end of May, after 40 Psalms, we wanted to continue the small virtual group. On May 25 we began a book study of 
“Living Unafraid” by Adam Hamilton. On that day, George Floyd was killed in police custody, and the officer in charge 
has now been convicted of murder. This was a crisis for me and for many. I was the de facto leader of the group, but I was 
so overwhelmed by the events I questioned whether I should continue as leader.

We pride ourselves on our diversity in our church, but had the White people in our congregation ever really tried to under-
stand the lived experiences of our Black brothers and sisters? We look diverse as a congregation, but was it a superficial 
diversity? Did we need to commit to a larger discussion given what was happening in the country? Steve Derby suggested 
that we should.

I wanted to have that conversation, too, from a Biblical point of view vs. secular. Fortunately, someone wrote a Bible-
based book about racial reconciliation — “Be the Bridge,” by Latasha Morrison. That was our next book study, and a 
second group formed to study the book one evening a week.

It was a profound experience reflecting on our very different life experiences: growing up White on Long Island and in 
South Carolina; growing up Black in the Caribbean and immigrating to the U.S. and experiencing discrimination in a 
much more palpable way.

During the runup to the election and through the post-election conflict, our a.m. group established a weekly fast on 
Wednesdays and doubled down on our prayer for our country and our leaders. There is a scriptural precedent for fasting 
when a breakthrough is needed, and also for praying for those in authority. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, “I urge you, first of all, 
to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf and give thanks for them. Pray in this way for kings 
and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.”

After all the conflict, we chose a course on Peacemaking next, as an antidote. Recently we began a study of “The Myth 
of a Christian Nation” by Gregory Boyd about the difference 
between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world.

The a.m. small group now meets three times a week. We’re a core 
group of 4 that was 6+ last summer into early fall — and we 
would be happy to have others join us. It has been a tremendous 
blessing for those who have participated. We have been vulner-
able to each other and gotten to know each other in ways that are 
not possible meeting once a week in church – either in person or 
on Zoom.

I hope others will see the value of small groups. A small group 
becomes essentially an “extended family” — and we all need 
more of that loving connection. It fortifies us not just for 
ourselves, but for service to others.



REBECCA CORRIGAN IS A COOMBS SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
Patricia Coombs was a long-time member of our church, and when she faced her final living 
days, she established a scholarship fund to help Hartford’s high school graduates of all ages 
enhance their lives through additional education. 

The scholarship fund is administered by the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving through 
their scholarship program, according to criteria established by Pat. This money can be used to 
help with college or with other learning opportunities. While there is a preference for members 
of our church, others are considered for scholarship awards as well. Our UMCH Coombs 
Scholarship Committee, which must include the Pastor and a member of the Trustees, works 
with the Hartford Foundation to provide input into the selection process. 

The current Committee, Peter Antos, Ruth Sweeney, and Pastor Crystal, met after reviewing all of the scholarship appli-
cations. Afterwards, they met collectively with the Hartford Foundation for deliberation.
We are very pleased to announce that our own Rebecca Corrigan, daughter of Mary Cockram, is a recipient of the 2021 
Coombs Scholarship. Rebecca has shown us her extraordinary gifts on several occasions during the past year. She took 
the part of the Newscaster for the church Christmas pageant and also participated in the youth Easter video production. 
Every time she shows up for rehearsal, we are gifted with her youth leadership abilities.  She is also a great example for 
other youth her age. We celebrate and continue to pray for Rebecca and all of our youth reaching to achieve higher education.
Rebecca will be attending UConn Storrs in the fall, figuring out what she wants to major in.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dear Friends,
It is such a joy to think that we will be able to meet again in person very soon. Hallelujah! Thanks be to God.
Your devoted Trustees have been hard at work on building and property improvement projects as we ready for reopening. 
Flowers are have been blooming around the building, Don Ranger and Jeffrey Hill have already mowed the lawn many 
times, and a fantastic work group cleaned up the grounds to welcome you back. I’ll ask you to join me in a shout-out to 
Galen Starling, Don Ranger, Jeffrey Hill, Steve and Victor Derby, Mary Cockram, Kevin Loveland, Carolyn McGahie, 
James Leach, Heather and Tony Muirhead, Katherine Lahti for their enormous contributions to the outdoor spring-
cleaning effort!
In terms of our beautiful church building, we have projects in the works in several key areas: roof, sanctuary, renovations, 
and basement. Roof improvements are ongoing, as they should be. We cycle around the roof doing sectional reroofing 
and gutter repairs in order to keep the rain out, and our excellent roofers will restart their seasonal work shortly. Now that 
persistent leaks have been sealed at roof and gutter joints and seams, and our plaster sanctuary walls have been allowed 
to dry out completely, the painter has given us the go-ahead for interior renovations. We have been able to bring in plaster 
workers and painters to do some incredible rehab. That team expects to wrap up the worst of the damage by 5/14/21. 
Another section will be completed later this month. Unfortunately, roof leaks also damaged the wall behind the altar. The 
related plaster work and painting required in order to address that will be completed by 5/21/21. A mural to the left of the 
altar was also damaged by water, and we are evaluating options for repair.
In addition, during a windstorm last August, several stained-glass panes in our balcony windows were broken. Repair and 
replacement will be completed very soon.
Last, basement flooding prevents full utilization of this valuable meeting space. Jeffrey  Hill and Don Ranger have whit-
tling away at the task of removing items abutting wall and floor seams, so that work can begin to resolve the flooding that 
comes with each rainfall.
Please stay tuned for opportunities to help – renovations create some chaos, but the improvements that result make us 
treasure our incredible buildings and grounds all the more. See you soon. . .

“God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.

God be with you till we meet again.”
                                                             Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828–1904

Yours in Christ,
Beth Ann Loveland Sennett
Board of Trustees Chair


