
           Sunday, February 14 - Sunday, March 20
           Book:  “Give It Up!” A Lenten Study for Adults 
           Author:  Dottie Escobedo-Frank
           Participant Book:  $8.00

“Things like social media and busy schedules monopolize our time, isolating us from God and the world around 
us. This seven-week Lenten study takes us on a journey of self-discovery, where we learn that the power of release 
brings great gain, including a strong relationship with Christ.” Abingdon Press.

All are welcome to join us after Sunday morning worship in the downstairs fellowship hall from 11:30 AM - 12:30 
PM.   A signup book will be available on the table outside the church parlor. If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office at 860-523-5132.
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TELL YOUR STORY

It seems as if there’s no end in sight when it comes to recycling paper. The 

faster we get rid of “unwanted” paper, the faster it piles up again. When 

will it stop? Only God knows.  Recently I was on one of my recycling 

crusades when I came across the flyer from our District Resourcing Day. In 

browsing the flyer for its final time, the workshop Telling Our Stories stood out for some odd reason. 

What was that all about, especially, since I had signed up for two different workshops? Anyway, I found 

myself reading the brief description that was printed on the flyer. Did you know that 2016 is the 250th 

year of United Methodism here in the New York Area?  Well, of course you did.  You are a good 

Methodist for goodness’ sake!

After having read the brief description, I could not help but to think about the rich stories of our biblical 

ancestors. Their spiritual journeys intrigue us, their personal challenges embody us, and their faith 

inspires us. Like our biblical ancestors, all of us have a story.  Each story is uniquely experienced, yet 

interwoven into a colorful tapestry created by and for God’s glory.  

It is the sharing of our stories that keeps our partnership in the gospel of God’s unwavering love alive. 

We become witnesses to the grace & mercy of Christ.  As children of God, we should never be ashamed 

to share our story of how the Gospel message of Jesus Christ transformed us, for it is by the Spirit of life 

in Christ Jesus that we are set free from sin and death, and given eternal hope and life.  Now that’s a 

testimony worth sharing!

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of March 2016

March 6 - 4th Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
One Great Hour of Sharing - Communion Sunday

Joshua 5:9-12 † Psalm 32 (UM766) † 2Corinthians 5:16-21 †Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Liturgist:  John Brubaker

March 13 - 5th Sunday in LENT (Color: Purple)
Isaiah 43:16-21 † Psalm 126 (UM847) † Philippians 3:4b-14 † John 12:1-8

Liturgists:  Marcia & Elle Ramos

March 20 - Palm/Passion Sunday (Color: Purple)
Luke 19:28-40 (Palms) † Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (Palms) (UM839)  

Isaiah 50:4-9a (Passion) † Psalm 31:9-16 (Passion) (UM764) † Philippians 2:5-11 (Passion)
Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 (Passion)

Liturgist:  Mary Cockram

March 24 - Holy Thursday (Color: Purple)
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14 † Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UM116) † 1Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Liturgists:  Timothy Smith & Youth

March 25 - Good Friday (Color: None)
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 † Psalm 22 (UM 752) † Hebrews 10:16-25 † John 18:1-19:42

March 27 - EASTER SUNDAY (Color: White)
Acts 10:34-43 † Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (UM839) † 1Corinthians 15:19-26 

John 20:1-18 (or Luke 24:1-12)
Liturgist:  Beverley Nepaul

Holy/Maundy Thursday Foot/Hand Washing & Holy Communion Service, March 24: 7:30 PM.

Good Friday, March 25: Church will be open for prayer and quiet meditation from 12:00 PM to 3:00 
PM. For your convenience, there will be a list of scriptures available for you to read and meditate on 
during your quiet time.

North United Methodist Church (1205 Albany Ave., Hartford CT) will host their Annual Good Friday 
Service of the Seven Last Words of Jesus from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM. Pastor Rhonda will be one of the 
guest preachers. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service at United Methodist Church of Hartford: 7:30 PM.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS SET FOR MARCH 19
Saturday, March 19th is the next date for those interested in joining UMC of Hartford. Beginning with a continental 
breakfast at 9 AM, Pastor Rhonda Taylor will spend time discussing United Methodism and what it means to be a 
member of this church. Included are a video, a tour of the church and time in prayer and fellowship. The class will end 
by 1 PM.  If you intend to attend, please speak to Dianne Antos or Pastor Taylor or call the church office by March 16.  



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

As a harpsichordist, I spend a lot of my time tuning. I make sure every string on the instrument 

(sometimes there are as many as 180!) is stretched to exactly the right tension in order for the vari-

ous intervals between notes to be in the right place. It is an art that usually goes unnoticed by audi-

ences, but it is essential for music to sound good. Who wants to hear an out of tune performance, 

however wonderful everything else might be? Notes clash and chords wobble, and we are distracted 

from the beautiful harmony we might otherwise experience. 

The idea of tuning and harmony was a very important concept in previous eras. The idea of tuning 

a musical instrument was seen as a symbolic enactment of God’s tuning of the planets in their 

orbits; the “celestial harmony” that we often hear about. This idea of musica universalis, or univer-

sal music, was also extended to musica humana, or human music. Musica humana was the idea of 

social and personal harmony.

How often do we find ourselves out of tune with the world around us and even with ourselves? 

Surely we sometimes need to go against the grain, to the beat of our own drum, so to speak, but occasionally we come 

to a point where we have a consistently hard time relating to others or figuring out what we may want from life. We 

also might be looking for ways to be in even greater harmony with ourselves, our brothers and sisters, and our Creator. 

It is during these times that we can turn to prayer and reflection on the love of our God and on the plan he may have 

for us as one note in the glorious song that is the Body of Christ. Perhaps nothing sums up this lesson better than our 

hymn, UMH 400, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”
  
        “Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

            Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

          Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

          Call for songs of loudest praise. 

          Teach me some melodious sonnet,

          Sung by flaming tongues above. 

          Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 

          Mount of thy redeeming love.”

Yours in worship and music,

Stephen

CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH – LITURGICAL COLORS

In last month’s Church Word, the term liturgical seasons was described. Each season has a designated color. Listed 
below are the colors used in worship as described in the United Methodist Book of Worship.

   •  Traditionally purple, representing both royalty and penitence, is used during Advent and Lent.

   •  Blue symbolizes hope and may also be used during Advent.

   •  White and gold are used at Christmas and Easter to symbolize joy and festivities. Also white may be used on 
communion Sundays.

   •  Red symbolizes the color of fire to represent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost and times when the work of 
the Holy Spirit is emphasized. During Holy Week it represents the blood of Christ. Red is also used for 
ordinations, church anniversaries and civil observances such as Memorial Day and Thanksgiving.

  • Green represents growth and is used during Ordinary Time (the season after Epiphany and the season after 
Pentecost.)

In our sanctuary these colors can be seen on the cloths of the altar, and the hanging cloths on the lectern and the pulpit.



MARCH 13 AT 8:30 AM  -  COMMUNITY BREAKFAST  -  DON’T MISS IT!

The next Community Breakfast is Sunday, March 13, and the Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the congreg-
tion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to see you ALL at the March Community Breakfast. You are 
all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member or friend to have a great FREE meal and then 
come to our worship service. Together let’s show the community the love of God. Please share with us your favor-
ite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.
Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 

neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something

to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

•  EGGS

•  PANCAKES

•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BISCUITS

•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

•  JUICE, WATER

•  HOT TEA, COFFEE

THANK YOU to all who participated in our Where is the Love Diaper Drive at our Community Breakfast event this 
Valentine's Day!  Look at how much we collected!!  The diapers and other baby supplies have been donated to My Sister's 
Place in Hartford, and the Prudence Crandall Center, Inc. in New Britain…Our church puts on a free Community 
Breakfast at 8:30AM on the second Sunday of each month. Members of the community are invited to join us for a hearty 
breakfast and, if they choose, to experience our worship service at 10AM. Members of our church family are encouraged 
to attend the breakfast and to help introduce us to the community.

WHERE IS THE LOVE DIAPER DRIVE
February 14, 2016



Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00.  Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132). 

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

The United Methodist Women’s APRIL gathering will be held on

Tuesday, April 5, 2016. 
“The 3 A’s - Awareness, Accessibility, Advocacy”

is the program for the evening.

Following a potluck supper and business meeting, Susan Powers will present the program.  United Methodist 

Women has historically been at the forefront of supporting and advocating for those who need a voice at God’s 

table and an opportunity to fully participate in the mission and ministry of God’s church.  We will explore what 

we can do to ensure that this happens.

Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00.  Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132). 

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

COOMBS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

Upon her death, Pat Coombs, a long-time member of our church, established a scholarship 

fund to help people of all ages enhance their lives through higher education. This fund is 

administered by the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, through their scholarship program. 

While there is a preference for members of our church, others are considered as well. A church 

committee works with the Hartford Foundation to provide input to the selection process. If you 

are interested in this scholarship, you may obtain an application from our church office 

or download one from the Info Center area of our church website (umcofhartford.org). If you have any questions, 

please speak with Peter Antos. The deadline for applications this year is March 18th, 2016. We are grateful that Pat, in 

addition to this scholarship, also remembered her church in her will, and we encourage you to consider your church as 

you plan your estate. A gift such as this can make a real difference for years to come.

DONATE ONLINE

A number of our members have asked if they could donate to the church electronically.  It is now possible to contribute 
directly through our church web page (www.umcofhartford.org).  To do so, go to the web page and click on the “Make a 
Secure Donation” button in the “Contact Us” area of the Home Page.  Using a credit card or PayPal account, you can make 
one-time or monthly donations.  There is a place on the donate page to let us know what your contribution is for…PayPal 
provides processing, bookkeeping and security for these transactions, and in return charges us 2.2% plus $0.30 per 
transaction. So, if you wish to take advantage of electronic donations, consider increasing your contribution to cover this 
transaction fee….If you have questions, please speak to Peter Antos.

The United Methodist Women’s MARCH gathering will be held on

Tuesday, March 2, 2016.
“Latin America - People and Faith”

is the program for the evening.

Following a potluck supper and business meeting, Christine Atkinson will present the program exploring the 
Latin American countries - their histories, conflicts and culture. Christine attended NYC UMW  Mission U in July 

2015 and participated in this study.



United Methodist Church of Hartford 
2016 EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM 

 
Given by:  

Address:  
  
Phone:  

In Honor of:  
  
  

In Memory of:  
 
 

I will take home    Please give to shut-in 

Orders will be taken until Tuesday, March 8, 2016 and 
should be taken home after Easter service on Sunday, March 27, 2016. 

Type of Flower Cost Quantity   
Single Easter Lily $12.00 x        = $ 
Double Easter Lily $25.00 x            = $ 
Triple Easter Lily $40.00 x            = $ 

Tulip Plant  8 Bulbs $17.00 x            = $ 
Hydrangea Plant-3 Blooms $28.00 x            = $ 
Daffodil Plant $25.00 x            = $ 

Azalea Plant (Crown size 20”) $40.00 x            = $  

Total 
Order: 

$ 

Please make checks payable to UMC of Hartford  and  
write “Easter Flowers” in the memo section. 

  2 - Taryn Smith (c)

  7 - Dorrestine Branham
       Abbie Sombrig

10 - Ceil Stevens

12 - Fabienne Jackson
       Amanda Mikkelson (c)

16 - Daisy Llewellyn

17 - Sandra Ann Craig

 

19 - Peter McGahie
       Peter Wacht

20 - Alfreda O’Donal

24 - Gary Fisher

25 - Donald Ranger

27 - Beverley Nepaul

29 - Kathleen Wacht

B I RT H DAYS

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK

If you’re a Facebook user, our church Facebook page is a great way to keep up to date with what’s going on at church, and 
to share the good news with your friends and acquaintances. Do a search for “United Methodist Church of Hartford CT Face-
book page,” then “Like” the page, and “Share” articles and pictures about bible classes, concerts, community breakfasts, 
worship services, etc. with your Facebook friends. Help spread the good word about all the exciting things going on here.



COME TO THE CABARET  -  SUNDAY, APRIL 17

Could UMCofH become the newest entertainment “hot spot” in Hartford? Come to our April Cabaret and find out. 
Deanna and John Swanson, along with Stephen Gamboa on piano, will be presenting a program called Comedy Tonight, 
which will include humorous songs from Broadway, film and popular music. The entertainment will be presented in 
Wesley Hall at 2 PM on Sunday, April 17 with cabaret style seating.  We encourage you to bring your family, friends and 
neighbors for a wonderful afternoon of music and laughter. A free will donation will be collected and delicious snacks 
will be offered for sale at very reasonable prices. All profits will go to help support our church and its good works in the 
community.


