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CATCH THE SPIRIT!

“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Holy Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy. Your young men will see visions. Your old men will have dreams. In those days I will pour out my 
Spirit even on those who serve me, both men and women.” Acts 2:17-18 (NIV)

Things are happening at UMCOH, the neighborhood church at the corner of Farmington Avenue and South 
Whitney in Hartford. We are in the process of setting up an outside sign, letting our community know that we offer Bible Study and Prayer. 
On Pentecost Sunday (May 24), we are hosting the Destiny Africa Choir from Uganda. It promises to be a Holy Ghost shouting good time 
in the Lord.  I’m excited and ready.  I hope you are!  

Our Church Council members are currently reading, Start This, Stop That - Do the Things That Grow Your Church by Jim Cowart and 
Jennifer Cowart, and utilizing it as part of our meeting’s devotional time.  In our last Council meeting (April 26), we agreed that we must 
stop saying “but”, and replace it with “so”. We also established the following short term and long term goals for our church. 

   •  A New Youth Ministry: Currently, we do not have a Youth Ministry. Thankfully, one of our leaders shared how God is calling 
her to facilitate a Youth group for both churched and unchurched youth in our community.  So in the weeks to come, she and I 
will meet with our youth and discover what they want, need, hope, and desire.

  •    Revitalization of the Christian Education Ministry:  We believe that Christian Education is essential to our spiritual growth.  We 
hope to create new and creative ways to reach people, and to make our Sunday School more physically accessible.

  •     Expanding Church & Community Events: We realize and believe that children and their families are an integral part of our church 
community. Our goal is to build upon and provide more church and community events for families and children.  

With the Holy Spirit, things are happening at UMCOH.  However, in the midst of all that we are doing, we must seek the Holy Spirit’s 
leading and power to accomplish these goals.  Each goal calls for a new way of being church and comes with great responsibility. If we 
want fruitful ministries, we must have people who are properly trained and equipped to serve in excellence.  

So in an effort to empower the beloved community of UMCOH and its leadership, I’ve been holding 1:1 meetings with our leaders. In the 
future, I will also meet with the Committee on Nominations (Lay Leadership) to further discuss how we as a ministry can help encourage 
and empower the current and future leaders in our church. Then in the fall, I look forward to beginning a sermon and Bible Study series on 
Spiritual gifts.  

UMCOH, I believe it is God’s Spirit that is calling us and challenging us to rethink how we do church. And so, while it is our desire to see 
growth and bear fruit of peace and justice, let’s remember that it is the outpouring of God’s Spirit within us that makes all the difference. 

                                  
                   Peace, Pastor Rhonda

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE

A lectionary is a sequence or list of lections (passages of scripture) to be read in church services during the year. The Revised 
Common Lectionary (RCL) is a three-year cycle of suggested scripture readings that follows the Christian year. Each Sunday, four 
passages of scripture are recommended, usually two from the Old Testament and two from the New Testament. Thus, over a 
three-year period the Bible is covered in a systematic and balanced way. (Source: www.umc.org)

June 7 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
1Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15)  †  Psalm 138  †  2Corinthians 4:13-5:1  †  Mark 3:20-35

Liturgist: Marcia & Elle Ramos

June 14 - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
1Samuel 15:34-16:13  †  Psalm 20  †  2Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17  †  Mark 4:26-34

Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

June 21 - 4th Sunday after Pentecost / Father’s Day (Color: Green)
1Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49  †  Psalm 9:9-20  †  2Corinthians 6:1-13  †  Mark 4:35-41

Liturgist: John Brubaker

June 28 - 5th Sunday after Pentecost (Color: Green)
2Samuel 1:1, 17-27  †  Psalm 130  †  2Corinthians 8:7-15  †  Mark 5:21-43 

Liturgist: Beverley Nepaul



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Brightest and Best event. This year's theme was "Peace and 

the Arts," and the inspiring offerings brought forth by our Chancel Choir and the instrumental and vocal 

ensembles of Noah Webster School showed us the many sides of peace. The Chancel Choir were joined by 

the Wood Family String Quartet in their performance of Stephen Chatman's “Peace”. The vivid imagery of 

the text and the haunting music made this a very effective part of our celebration of peace. The poetry was 

by Sara Teasdale, an American lyric poet from the early 20th century, and is reproduced for you below.

      Peace flows into me

      As the tide to the pool by the shore;

      It is mine forevermore,

      It ebbs not back like the sea.

On the wilder side of things, "I've Got Peace Like a River" was a great hit with the audience and students alike. The simple dance 

movements we incorporated into the song gave everyone a chance to stretch their legs and actively participate in the musical festivi-

ties. Despite the simple fun we had, it was a powerful statement about the ability of the arts to bring people together.

As we get into June, I want to announce some important dates and plans for the music ministry at UMC of Hartford. The Chancel 

Choir will begin their summer break after service on June 21st---Summer Solstice, no less! This is also Father's Day, and we will be 

singing hymns and other songs selected by the fathers and father-figures in the choir.

A large clerical project is also in the works, and your help would be appreciated if you are available. In an effort to preserve the 

historic music we have and to make room for newer  and more frequently used music, our choral library will be undergoing a major 

reorganization. This will involve lots of sorting, filing, re-cataloging, and other tasks. Keep your ears and eyes open for more 

announcements about this in the coming weeks.

Yours in worship and music,
Stephen

I am the pool of blue

That worships the vivid sky;

My hopes were heaven-high,

They are all fulfilled in you.

I am the pool of gold

When sunset burns and dies--

You are my deepening skies,

Give me your stars to hold.

GRADUATION RECOGNITION SUNDAY

It’s that time of year! We will be recognizing graduates during worship on June 28. Please 
let the church office know by email at staff@umcofhartford.org, or calling 860-523-5132, 
if you or someone in your family is celebrating a graduation. Let us know from where the 
graduation is occuring, the degree being earned, and if a new school or course of study is 
planned. We would like to include your picture, also. Whether from kindergarten, middle 
school, high school, trade school or college, we want to recognize you. All information and 
pictures must be submitted by Sunday, June 14, to be included in the service. A cake 
reception will be held following our morning worship service and the list of graduates will 
be published in an upcoming Epistle.

THE HEMPSTEAD FUND

In 1936, the church received a bequest of $1000 from the will of Lillian Hart - in memory of her grandmother, Alvira 
Hempstead. The bequest stipulated that the money be invested and the income be used in observance of Mother's Day. 
The Trustees manage this fund through the Endowment Fund. The Church Council voted to use some of the income from 
The Hempstead Fund, which has grown over the years, to place flowers on the altar each Mother's Day and to additionally 
send $100 to the No More Malaria project. 

FEEDING CHILDREN EVERYWHERE

An exciting event, Feeding Children Everywhere, is coming to UMC of Hartford. Be sure 
to be in worship on September 13, Rally Day Sunday. Following the service, we will 
gather in Wesley Hall to package 3000 meals for distribution to children in need around the 
world. Watch for further information in next month’s newsletter.  



CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH

Commonly used “church words” can bring confusion to some folks. What’s the narthex, you ask, and where is it, 

anyway? The narthex is the church lobby area, outside the primary worship space and opposite the altar. The narthex here 

is just as you enter from Farmington Avenue, before you go into the sanctuary.  

PRAYER CIRCLE

Come, let us spend a quiet hour of prayer.  Our Prayer Circle takes place in the Sanctuary on Thursday evenings from 6:15 

to 7:15. Everyone is welcome.

WALK NOW FOR AUTISM SPEAKS

On Sunday, June 7 at 8:30 AM, Christine Atkinson will be walking at Rentschler Field in support of Autism Research and 

she has this to say about the event:  “Walk Now for Autism Speaks to help change the future for all those who struggle 

with autism. Autism now affects one in every 68 children in the U.S., including one in 42 boys, and is the fastest-growing 

serious developmental disorder in this country. If you could pray for our family and other families dealing with Autism 

every day we would be so blessed. So please consider supporting The Atkinson Boys,” Donations can be made at 

http://www.walknowforautismspeaks.org -- simply search under “Walker’s Name” for Christine Atkinson. Research is 

crucial. High quality programs and services are needed.

WHY NOT COME TO BIBLE STUDY?

Join us as we seek to grow deeper in our knowledge of God’s Word.

Adult Forum Sunday mornings from 11:30 to 12:30
We are currently studying from the book of Galatians.

Tuesday mornings from 10:00 to 11:00
We are currently studying from the book of Psalms.

Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30
We are currently studying from the book of Mark.

  4 - Flora Wilmot

  5 - Aldora Boutwell

  8 - Peter Antos

13 - Bonnie Loveland

15 - Alberta Elliott

20 - Deshawn Parkes

22 - Emily Loveland

23 - June Nelson

24 - Gretchen (Vivier) Derby

Dianne & Peter Antos - 6/10/67

Donnalin & Egya Aggrey - 6/25/11

Sandra Ann & Harold Craig - 6/27/56

Stacia & Deshaun Parkes - 6/27/09

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES


