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A NEW YEAR… A NEW ADVENTURE!
There’s nothing more exciting than receiving something that is brand new.  Just 
think about it! A young child receives a brand new bike.  A recent college 
graduate receives a brand new car from his or her parents.  A veteran receives a 
new prosthetic leg that can help him walk again.  A congregation receives a new 

laptop to be used to transcribe information to the hearing impaired during worship service.  The list goes on!

From children to adults, receiving something new brings a sense of excitement, and in spiritual terms, a sense of 
hope. In 1738, our beloved John Wesley certainly came to believe that after having a “God” moment at 
Aldesrgate Street in London. 

“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s 
Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and death.” (Wesley journal entry for 24 May 1738)

Talk about receiving something new and exciting!  As a society and church, we are entering into a New Year.  
We are embarking on a new adventure with God. We have a new slate. What happened last year is now old 
news, the past.  God is offering us new life, a new way of doing things, a second chance.  Are you ready for it?  
I know I am.

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda

Lectionary Readings for the Month of January 2016
January 3 - EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (Color: White)

Isaiah 60:1-6 † Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UM795) † Ephesians 3:1-12 † Matthew 2:1-12

January 10 - BAPTSIM OF THE LORD (Color: White)
Isaiah 43:1-7 † Psalm 29 (UM761) † Acts 8:14-17 † Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 17 - 2nd Sunday after the EPIPHANY (Color: Green)
HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY

Isaiah 62:1-5 † Psalm 36:5-10 (UM771) † 1Corinthians 12:1-11 † John 2:1-11

January 24 - 3rdh Sunday after the EPIPHANY (Color: Green)
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 † Psalm 19 (UM750) † 1Corinthians 12:12-31 † Luke 4:14-21

January 31 - 4th Sunday after the EPIPHANY (Color: Green)
Jeremiah 1:4-10 † Psalm 71:1-6 (UM 794) † 1Corinthians 13:-13 † Luke 4:21-30



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR
The name of the first month of the year, January, comes from the name of the Roman god, Janus. 
His two faces looked forward and backward, to the past and future, and as such he was known 
as the overseer of beginnings and transitions. It is very common for us to take time to reflect 
upon the past year and to make goals for the next, so I am taking this time to report to you what 
we have accomplished and give some idea of what’s next.

2015 has proved to be a productive year for the music ministry at UMC of Hartford. We not only 
have been blessed by an increase in membership in the Chancel Choir, but also by six concerts 
that have filled our church with beautiful music and delighted members of our community. 
Improvement has also been made in introducing more contemporary music into worship 
services, aided by the adoption of the Worship and Song hymnal by the choir and occasionally 
the entire congregation.

The spring season featured guest violinists from the Yale School of Music for our Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday services and the Brightest and Best Concert and Festival. Despite the unex-
pected power outage that disabled the organ on Easter morning, the intimacy of the unamplified 
word and the soulful playing of violinists Xi Liao and Seul-A Lee helped make our worship 
even more meaningful. Director of Music Ministry Stephen Gamboa worked with the planning 
committee for Brightest and Best, and most closely with Kathy Peet of the Noah Webster 
School, to plan a fun-filled concert featuring collaboration between the Chancel Choir and the ensembles at the school. 
The end of the season was capped off---though the church roof was almost blown off!---by a concert by the Destiny 
Africa Children’s Choir. Many thanks to Mensimah Shabazz and all the wonderful volunteers who helped to organize the 
event.

July and August saw occasional appearances by our volunteer Summer Choir. Performing on the first and last Sunday of 
the month and rehearsing for an hour before the service, the ensemble was able to contribute greatly to the worship 
services in the parlor and outdoors. The services in these alternate locations provided the perfect setting to experiment in 
terms of worship style due to the lack of a useable pipe organ. New and old, but favorite, praise and gospel songs were 
introduced to the congregation to great effect.

The Chancel Choir returned to their regular schedule on Rally Day, but with increased membership that has continued to 
expand through the last few months. As of December, we have been blessed to expand from twelve regularly attending 
members to sixteen. This increase has allowed for a better blend between sections, though we are in need of more mem-
bers for the bass section.

An impressive array of concerts has taken place at UMC of Hartford since September, and it is thanks to the work of dedi-
cated volunteers that they were planned and implemented.. Special thanks to Dianne Antos for organizing a performance 
by the Harp Twins on September 25, and many thanks to Timothy Smith for continuing his wonderful work in putting on 
the Diverse Holiness Gospel Concert on November 20. The Director of Music Ministry, Stephen Gamboa, brought in his 
period-instrument-performing-colleagues for a performance of music from the Italian Baroque on October 18. The year 
ended joyfully with a choral concert featuring the Chancel Choir and organ as a musical prelude to the Christmas Eve 
service.

Finally looking forward, the first order of business for the year is the relocation of the music office to the second floor of 
the church, in what was formerly part of the library. This will not only give us more space for music and equipment, but 
also provide a better environment for the preservation of our music library. One of the upright pianos from Wesley Hall 
is also due to be moved into the Chancel. This will allow the accompaniment of anthems without the choir having to 
move into the main part of the sanctuary, and creates the possibility for piano duets.

I believe I can speak for all involved in the Music Ministry when I say that we are thankful to be able to serve at UMC of 
Hartford, and look forward to contributing our musical gifts toward more and greater offerings to our Lord his commu-
nity in 2016. 

Yours in worship and music,
Stephen



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN FEBRUARY MEETING
The United Methodist Women’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2016. 
Potluck Supper at 6:30PM – Business at 7:15PM – Program at 7:45PM
Program Title:
“A Call to Prayer and Self Denial – WOMEN AT WORK – Economic Justice and Empowerment”
Led by Ashley Blount
We will learn the impact of giving while we experience a creative way of interpreting the blessedness in our lives. 
Ashley will share her story about the mission work in which she is involved.  We will take an offering during the 
program that will support programs that empower women to gain the resources they need to earn a living wage and 
care for themselves and their loved ones.
Remember: It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please remember to bring 
your table setting!
If you are interested, please call the church office  (860-523-5132). 
All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

THE LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
By the time this article is published, the deadline date for all Lenten messages will be past due. This note is being written 
on December 5 and already a good many people have sent their Lenten messages to the church office. There are two 
exciting reasons for these actions:
1. The Lenten Devotional Guide is using the subject of hymns for the very first time this year. Because of this, all of us 
will learn more about the hymns we sing all the time. That's a good thing for everybody in the church.
2. February 7 is the date the Lenten Devotional Guide is due to be ready for you to take home. Your messages are due on 
January 3 in order to give time to get the booklet put together and reproduced for your use. 
Except for pressure, why is that exciting? It requires the writers to think about Lent, the last few weeks that led up to the 
horrid crucifixion  of Jesus. As if that was not difficult to do at any time, it was necessary to think about it and write about 
it during Advent, the 4 weeks of joyous anticipation leading up to the miraculous birth of Jesus. We have to be thinking 
about the church's greatest joy (Advent) and the church's greatest sorrow (Lent) at the same time.
Yes, these are exciting times in our faith journey. Taking joy (Advent), and sorrow (Lent) together perhaps helps us to 
think more deeply as committed Christians.
Look forward to February 7 and the Lenten Devotional Guide, and if you have not yet turned in your message, do it right 
away!

CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH – LECTIONARY
First, lection means “a portion of sacred reading for a particular day.”  The lectionary is a table of prescribed Scriptural 
readings for each Sunday. The United Methodist Church uses the Revised Common Lectionary, published in 1992, and 
overseen by Discipleship Ministry.  The lectionary runs in three year cycles.  There is a prescribed weekly reading from 
the Old Testament, the Book of Acts, one from Psalms (The Psalter), the Epistles or Book of Revelation and lastly, one 
from the Gospels. The gospel readings in the first year of the cycle (Year A) are taken from the Gospel of Matthew, those 
in the second year (Year B) from the Gospel of Mark, and in the third year (Year C) from the Gospel of Luke. Portions 
of the Gospel of John are read throughout Eastertide, and are also used for other liturgical seasons including Advent, 
Christmastide, and Lent, where appropriate.
The readings for the upcoming Sunday are listed each week in our church bulletin, and for the coming month in the 
Epistle. This gives one the opportunity to read the passages in advance of each Sunday service… 2016 begins the start of 
Year A in the cycle. 

SANCTUARY CLOSING DURING WINTER MONTHS
The sanctuary will be closed during the winter heating season of January and February (and perhaps into March) to save 
on fuel and utility bills. Sunday services will take place in the parlor. Other events and activities scheduled for the 
sanctuary will be moved to alternative spaces in the building. You can check out scheduling changes on the church’s web 
page calendar (www.umcofhartford.org) or by calling the church office (860-523-5132).



JANUARY 10 AT 8:30 AM - FOURTH COMMUNITY BREAKFAST - DON’T MISS IT!
The next Community Breakfast is Sunday, January 10, and the Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the 
congregtion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to see you ALL at the January Community Break-
fast. You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member or friend to have a great meal and then 
come to our worship service. Together let’s show the community the love of God. Please share with us your favor-
ite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.
Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 
neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.
Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

 1 - Robert Lange
       Manuel Villegas (Connor) (c)
 3 - Elaina Mends 

12 - Robert Drayton

14 - Dianne Antos

16 - Alan Vincent

21 - Donnalin Aggrey

26 - Agnes DeHaney

28 - Ava Nepaul

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES REQUESTED
Since the October 2015 printing of the Church Directory, there have been a number of changes. A page of updates will 
be available at the end of January, either in the church office, or from Dianne Antos. In that way you can make the 
changes in your own directory. If you have an update to your listed information to be made, please get it to Dianne by 
January 24th. 

•  EGGS
•  PANCAKES
•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)
•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)
•  BISCUITS
•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS
•  JUICE, WATER
•  HOT TEA, COFFEE

Steve Derby
& Gretchen (Vivier)

1/10/09

help LEARNING SIGN LANGUAGE
In our church’s ongoing efforts of inclusiveness, we are trying and learning new things. 
Many Sundays the spoken word in our worship service is now projected on a screen for 
persons needing vision or hearing assistance. Several members are typing the words as 
people speak, trying to capture the essence of worship. Some people have expressed a desire 
to learn sign language. So, one way to be welcoming to those with a hearing loss is to know 
some basic words. In the Epistle each month, look for that help. 



THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT
Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a contest: Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 in 
your private account for your use. However, this prize has rules…
The set of rules:
1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you.
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account.
3. You may only spend it.
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for that day.
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any time it can say,"Game Over!". It can close the account and you 

will not receive a new one. 

What would you personally do? You would buy anything and everything you wanted, right? Not only for yourself, but 
for all the people you love and care for. Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend it all on 
yourself, right? You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you would know it would be replenished 
in the morning, right?
ACTUALLY, this GAME is REAL ...
Shocked? YES! Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see it. The PRIZE is *TIME*…
1. Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 seconds as a gift of life.
2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is Not credited to us.
3. What we haven't used up that day is forever lost.
4. Yesterday is forever gone.
5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any time WITHOUT WARNING...
SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?
Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars. Think about it and remember to enjoy every 
second of your life, because time races by so much quicker than you think. So take care of yourself, be happy, love 
deeply and enjoy life!
Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day. Start "spending"....

"DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT GROWING OLD!" SOME PEOPLE DON'T GET THE PRIVILEGE!
 
The author is not known. It was found in the billfold of Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant of Alabama after he died in 1982.

As we begin this New Year of 2016 perhaps it would be good to reflect on this article which first appeared in the
May 2015 edition of The Epistle…


