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DON’T LOSE THE REASON FOR THE SEASON!

The rat race has begun! The competition is heating up! The strategic and often 

clever ways to court our attention are at an all-time high. I’m talking about the 

holiday season between Thanksgiving and the New Year.  Long before the 

colorful floats from the Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade are deflated and folded up 

and long before family & friends travel home, people are rushing to the stores 

trying to get the “best deals” for Christmas, homes are adorned with lights and festive displays and 

unfortunately, in the midst of the hustle and bustle of “Christmastime”, the season of Advent is lost. 

Advent (Latin: "to come to") is the season encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the 

celebration of Christmas. Advent is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds toward Christ’s 

second coming. It is a period of spiritual preparation in which many Christians make themselves ready for the 

coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Celebrating Advent involves spending time in spiritual preparation for the coming of 

Jesus Christ: daily prayer, reading Advent devotions that center on the hope, peace, 

joy, and love of Jesus Christ; repentance and fasting. 

For Christian believers, celebrating Advent goes beyond thanking God for Christ's first 

coming to earth as a baby, but also for his presence among us today through the Holy 

Spirit, and in preparation and anticipation of His final coming at the end of time.  

During this sacred season, we reflect upon the second coming of Christ as a fulfillment 

of all that was promised in His first coming.  

Traditionally, an Advent wreath is displayed in churches and in homes. The purple has traditionally been the 

primary color of Advent, symbolizing repentance and fasting. Purple is also the color of royalty, symbolizing 

the great anticipation and reception of the coming King. Today, however, many churches have begun to use blue 

instead of purple, as a means of distinguishing Advent from Lent. Pink (or rose) is also one of the colors used 

during the season of Advent.  It represents joy or rejoicing and reveals a shift in the season away from 

repentance and toward celebration. Traditionally, the pink candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent. White is 

the color of the center Advent candle representing purity. Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure, and Holy Savior. 

Also, those who receive Christ as Savior are washed of their sins and made whiter than snow (Psalm 51).

Advent is approaching! This sacred and thought provoking season begins November 29. This year, I encourage 

all of us to prepare for “Christmastime” differently. In HOPE, let’s confess our sins before the Lord, turn away 

from our sins, and trust that Jesus will cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In PEACE, may we find rest and 

assurance that Jesus loves us unconditionally. In JOY, may we rejoice knowing that Jesus can take our darkness, 

brokenness, and despair, and turn them into a glorious opportunity for healing and a new way of being. Most 

importantly, may we remember that in LOVE there's nothing that can separate us from God and God’s love that 

is found in our Savior and King, Jesus the Christ.

 
Peace, 

Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor



Lectionary Readings for the Month of December 2015

December 6 - 2nd Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Malachi 3:1-4  Luke 1:68-79  Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6

Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

December 13 - 3rd Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Zephaniah 3:14-20  Isaiah 12:2-6  Philippians 4:4-7  Luke 3:7-18

Liturgist: Sandra Ann Craig

December 20 - 4th Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Micah 5:2-5a  Luke 1:47-55  Hebrews 10:5-10  Luke 1:39-45

Liturgist: Marcia & Elle Ramos

December 24 - Christmas Eve (Color: White or Gold)
Isaiah 9:2-7  Psalm 96 (UM815)  Titus 2:11-14  Luke 2:1-20 

Liturgist: TBA

December 27 - 1st Sunday after Christmas Day

 1Samuel 2:18-20, 26  Psalm 148 (UM 861)  Colossians 3:12-17  Luke 2:41-52 
Liturgist: Mensimah Shabbaz

December 31 - Watch Night/New Year
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  Psalm 8 (UM 743)  Revelation 21:1-6a  Matthew 25:31-46 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

Another big thank you to everyone who has supported the concerts happening at UMC of Hartford, 

either by attending, publicizing, or providing ushering, collection, or reception support. Our most 

recent concert of gospel and praise music proved to be a great success, thanks to the organizational 

efforts of Tim Smith and the contributions of the performers.

Advent is here, and we are waiting in excitement for Christmas to arrive. The chancel choir is gearing 

up to perform a concert that will be held half an hour before the 7:30pm Christmas Eve service, so plan 

on arriving by 7 to catch all the action. Selections from the Renaissance to today for choir, organ, and 

piano, will delight your ears, warm your spirit, and prepare us for a wonderful worship service in honor 

of the birth of our Savior. 

Yours in worship and music,

Stephen

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY

                Beginning:  November 29 - Ending:  December 27

     Participant Book:  $11.00

Christ sends us into the world to be the hands, feet, head and heart. United Methodist 
Pastor and author Jorge Acevedo invites us on a 5-week Advent journey to discover 
how, where, and why we are sent?

All are welcome to join us after Sunday morning worship in the downstairs fellowship 
hall from 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM.  A signup book is available on the table outside the 
sanctuary, next to the bulletin board. If you have any questions, please contact the 
church office at 860-523-5132.



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN DECEMBER MEETING

“Joy to the World” is the title for the evening of December 1st. Following a 
potluck supper and devotions, the group will prepare Christmas cookies for 
the Prudence Crandall Center in New Britain. Join in the festivities during 

this Advent season! Call the church office or email Susan Powers by Friday, November 27 
at susanlpowers@att.net. Also, please bring NEW bath towels, washcloths, hand towels, dish 

towels, pot holders/oven mitts, and can openers for distribution to newly housed homeless 
people through Journey Home.

CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH – REVIEW

A little quiz – match the columns! See if you remember what’s what. The answers appear on the last 
page of this Epistle.

1 – Transept

2 – Chancel 

3 – Narthex

4 – Introit

5 – Sacristy

a - the church lobby area, outside the primary worship space and opposite the altar

b - Latin for “entrance,” a song of preparation for worship

c - in a cross-shaped church, either of the two parts forming the arms of the cross shape, 
      projecting at right angles from the main center aisle

d - a room attached to a church or chapel where the communion set, vestments, altar 
      coverings, etc., are kept 

e - the space around the altar for the clergy and usually the choir

THE LENTEN DEVOTION BOOKLET

Nothing is more a part of worship in the Methodist tradition than hymn singing. It is for that reason that the Lenten Devo-
tion Booklet for 2016 is based on hymns with corresponding scripture. For the past several weeks church members and 
friends have been choosing hymns to write about. Now those hymns which were named to represent the 40 days of Lent 
are all taken.

Congratulations go to each of you for volunteering to write a message. Since each of you is unique, your thought will 
broaden the daily faith journey of all who will read them. That includes not only our congregation, but the messages will 
go far and wide. Praise God as we make a joyful noise with our singing.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FAMILY OF DORCAS SEWELL

Dear Church Family,
We are so incredibly thankful for our amazing Church Family. We are blessed to be a part of this family and we thank you 
for the prayers, notes, hugs, encouragement, visits, gifts, support, beautiful music and singing. Thanks to Pastor Rhonda 
for the beautiful service. Thanks also for all the hard work that was done in Wesley Hall. May God bless you all for your 
acts of kindness and expressions of sympathy in our great loss. We sincerely appreciate the tokens of love you have 
provided to our family.

The Family of Dorcas Sewell

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES

The church telephone and address directory is a constantly changing document! It has been over a year since the last one 
was prepared. Well, there is a new, updated, 2015 directory now available. Thanks to our membership secretary, Dianne 
Antos, for maintaining the records and preparing the directory. You can pick one up in the office during regular office 
hours or on Sunday mornings. Although the directory was just printed, there continue to be changes. Please let the office 
or Dianne know of any corrections or omissions. Periodically an “updates” page will be made available. This will allow 
you to make corrections to your own 2015 directory. The first of these is scheduled for the middle of January.      





CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH

– QUIZ ANSWERS – 

1 – c,   2 – e,   3 – a,  4 – b,  5 – d   

LEARNING SIGN LANGUAGE

In our church’s ongoing efforts of inclusiveness, we are trying and 
learning new things. Many Sundays the spoken word in our worship 
service is now projected on a screen for persons needing vision or 
hearing assistance. Several members are typing the words as people 
speak, trying to capture the essence of worship. Some people have 
expressed a desire to learn sign language. So, one way to be 
welcoming to those with a hearing loss is to know some basic words. 
In the Epistle each month, look for that help. 



Given by:  

Address:  
 

Phone:  

In Honor of:  

 

In Memory of:  

 

 I will take home  Please give to a shut-in 
 

Orders will be taken until Monday December 14, 2015 and should be taken 
home after, Sunday, December 27, 2015. 

Size of Flower Cost Quantity 

Single Poinsettia $13.00 = _________
Double Poinsettia $30.00 x = _________

Triple Poinsettia $45.00 = _________

Total Order  _________

Please make checks payable to:  United Methodist Church of Hartford 
and write “Poinsettias” in the memo section. 



thanks /good/welcome


