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Be Rooted in God�s Love

Grow in Grace

Bear Fruit of
Justice and Peace
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THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR

In 1963, Eddie Pola and George Wyle wrote the popular Christmas 
song, �It�s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year�.  That same year, 
the song was recorded and released by pop singer Andy Williams 
for his first Christmas album.  This popular Christmas song has not 
only inspired the young and old, but many people throughout the 
world.  For some, being inspired means dashing to the department 

stores and standing in long lines to get the best �holiday� deals on the latest toy or electronic gadget. Un-
fortunately, this �inspiration� has also lead to stampedes, threats, fights, and arrests. Yet, to God and to 
the millions of Christians throughout the world, Christmas (next to Easter) is still the most wonderful 
time of the year.

Why did the most wonderful time of the year called CHRIST-MAS (not Happy Holidays or Merry 
XMAS), become captive to rude, obnoxious, and violent behavior? When did the words HOPE, 
PEACE, JOY, and LOVE become replaced with the words greed, bullying, desperation, and selfishness? 

I have to believe deep down within our hearts and soul, we all know that Christmas is more than just a 
happy holiday; it is a Holy Day.  It is a time when we are reminded of God�s greatest gift to the world, 
His only son, the Christ child, who came to raise us up out of darkness and invite us into God�s wonder-
ful light of grace, peace, and mercy.

This year I want to encourage you to pay attention to the wonders of God�s love in Jesus Christ.  I pray 
that this season of Advent and Christmas will cause you to share the love of Jesus Christ in a very special 
and practical way. I also encourage you to keep Jesus Christ first in all you do while you are going 
through this Advent/Christmas journey.   Remember, this is the most wonderful time of the year thanks 
to Jesus Christ!

�For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of 
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David�s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.� (Isaiah 
9:6-7) New International Version

Peace,

Pastor Rhonda

f you are hospitalized or homebound, and would like a pastoral visit or receive Holy Communion (1st Sunday of 
each month), please contact the church office at 860-523-5132 and speak with Joy, our Administrative Assistant, 
to make an appointment. I believe pastoral visitations are an important part of our ministry together as the 
�connectional� Body of Christ, and therefore would love to spend time with you.  
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday, 9:00am - 12:00pm   (Please Note: Monday is my day off)
                        Friday, Office Closed
I am open and willing to schedule an appointment at your earliest convenience. God Bless You.



Lectionary Readings for the Month of December 2018

December 2 � 1st Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 1Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36

Litrugist: Katherine Lahti

December 9 � 2nd Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

Liturgist: John Swanson

December 16 � 3rd Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

Liturgist: Richard Muirhead

December 23� 4th Sunday of Advent (Color: Purple or Blue)
Micah 5:2-5; Luke 1:47-55; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

Liturgist:  Mary Cockram

December 24/December 25 � Christmas Eve / Christ Day (Color: White or Gold)
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20

December 30 � 1st Sunday after Christmas (Color: White or Gold)
1Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Liturgist:  Jane Brubaker

December 31: - Watch Night / New Year�s Eve (Color: White)
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8; Revelation 21:1-6; Matthew 25:31-

United Methodist Women are hosting a breakfast which will include pancakes, juice, coffee and 
some special gifts for the children of our church.  We will also sing carols and trim a tree!

RSVP is mandatory so we can plan accordingly.
Please RSVP to Marcia Ramos at mramos@project22team.com or a sign up sheet will be in the 

parlor after service.

Join us in song and celebration on

Monday, December 24, 2018 at 7:00 PM

for our Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Family and Friends Service.

   Join us in song and celebration on

  Monday, December 24, 2018 at 7:00 PM

   for our Christmas Eve Candlelight 
   Family and Friends Service.



You are invited to our Sunday, December 9 breakfast. We 

thank God for keeping us on the mission as we foster 

relationships with our community!  Since we began we have 

served 30-40 people each month. We ask that you continue 

to pray for us and invite everyone you know to our monthly 

Breakfast which is served every 2nd Sunday. We are 
currently in need of coffee and kitchen gloves. If you can 
supply these items or would like to help in any other way 
please contact Ashley Blount at 860-994-0100.

Matthew 25:35 �For I was hungry and you gave me some-

thing to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.�

  6 - Ashley Blount

10 - Christine Welsh

15 - Olivia Craig (c)

17 - Silbert Welsh

20 - Timothy Smith

21 - Eve Elliott Ellis

22 - Tempie Williams

23 - Lola Elliott-Hugh

24 - Connie Dunlap
        Connie Gomez
        Christina Guglietta

27 - Jasmine Swanson (c)

28 - Henry Elliott, Jr.

29 - Tony Muirhead

        Elinor Prevost

30 - Norma Burton

       Douglas Drayton

Beverley and Reggie
Nepaul
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BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT OUR CHURCH - A BLESSING FOR ALL WHO ATTENDED

Thank you for all your prayers and support. The Outreach Ministry fed close to 100 people on Thanksgiving Day 
between serving in Wesley Hall and food drops to two outside locations. Thank you to all of our members and volunteers 
who spent hours preparing and serving. We would especially like to thank Chef Angeline Pierre who is currently study-
ing for her MBA at Johnson & Wales in RI. Angeline arrived on Tuesday and managed a kitchen team of about 8 people. 
We received rave reviews about the quality and taste of the food, we are so blessed to have such great talent among us! 
Also a huge thank you to West End Civic Association for providing us with financial resources to complete the task of 
preparing Thanksgiving for the Community. 

WINTER COAT DRIVE TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 9

The Outreach Ministry�s next project is a Winter Coat Drive on December 9th. Please bring all 
new and gently used coats to the church. We are accepting coats of all sizes in good condition 
(there is a high demand for men�s coats), along with new hats, scarves, gloves, socks and adhe-
sive body warmers. Please note this can only take place with your support. We pray you share 
this information with family and friends. You are appreciated!

If you have any question, please contact Ashley Blount 860-994-0100.

THE THANKSGIVING TURKEY GIVEAWAY WAS AGAIN A HUGE SUCCESS

For over ten years at UMC of Hartford and previously at other area churches our beloved Norma Burton (�Ms. Memi�) 
has overseen the collection and distribution of turkeys and Thanksgiving dinner essentials to our neighbors in need. With 
the selfless assistance of Andrew Aavatsmark, a teacher at the Watkinson School, and his dedicated group of students, 
approximately 150 turkeys and countless other food items were collected and given out this year on November 20. 

Ms. Memi would like to extend her heartfelt personal thanks to Andrew and the students as well as members of her family 
and friends including Kevin Loveland, John Swanson, and Pastor Rhonda who answered many calls from people in need. 
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In Memory of:  

  

 
 I will take home   Please give to shut-in 

 
Orders will be taken until Monday December 3, 2018 and flowers should 

be taken home after Christmas Eve Service on December 24th. 
 

Size of Poinsettia Cost Quantity  

Single $13.00 x                   = _________ 

Double $25.00 x                   = _________ 

Triple $40.00 x                   = _________ 

  Total cost     = _________ 

Please make checks payable to United Methodist Church of Hartford
 

and write �Poinsettias� in the memo section. 
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JOINT CHARGE CONFERENCE 

Date & Time: December 13, 2018, 7:00pm
Location:   Plainville United Methodist Church
  56 Red Stone Hill, Plainville, CT  06062

This fall, the United Methodist Church of Hartford will participate in the Joint Charge Conference with the rest 
of the Hartford District Strategic Team.*

In preparation, all forms and reports are due by November 18.  As per the DS, it is imperative that all forms and 
reports are turned into the church office by the required date.

The conference will begin with a time of worship and celebration of Sacrament of Holy Communion. Then each 
local church will have their respective charge conference. Pastors who are elders in full connection will preside 
over their own charge conference.  

Once all conferences are complete, Rev. Alpher Sylvester, CT District Superintendent (DS), will meet with all 
of the Pastors privately.

Pastor Rhonda will email the necessary forms to the committees. 

*Participating United Methodist churches: Bristol: Prospect, Forestville: Asbury, Hartford Korean, North, 
Plainville, UMC of Hartford West Hartford, Wethersfield

THIS YEAR�S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WILL FEATURE A SPECIAL 

CHOIR PRESENTATION

The calendar may yet say November, but the choir has already been hard at work preparing our beau-
tiful Christmas music. Choir members note: due to the Joint Charge Conference meeting on Thurs-
day, December 13, choir will rehearse that week on Wednesday, December 12, at 7:30 pm. This will 
be a Praise choir rehearsal. Also, there will be no choir rehearsal on Thursday, December 27.

Don't forget in the hustle and bustle of Christmas preparations to reserve an hour on Christmas Eve 
to worship with us. Christmas Eve service this year will begin at 7:00 pm with a program of Scripture 
reading and music sung by the choir, followed by a special presentation. Get your Christmas wrap-
ping done early; you won't want to miss out on this unique worship experience!

Deanna Swanson

NEXT MEN�S MONTHLY PRAYER BREAKFAST WILL BE HELD 

ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

Since June a group of the men of our church have been meeting on the third Sunday of the 
month from 8:00 am to 9:30 am. The sharing and spirit of brotherhood have been truly 
inspirational. All men are invited to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to break 
bread with your brothers in Christ and take part in heartfelt prayer and lively discussion on 
Sunday, December 16.


