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HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE

If one were to focus one’s attention on social media, one’s 

mind would become exhausted and one’s heart discouraged. We live in a world bombarded 

with narcissism, sin, selfishness, etc. According to the world standards, it seems as if 

darkness has prevailed, things are getting worse, and there is no way out. Despite the 

challenges in the world, I still have to beg to differ.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we still have HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE from God, the 

Creator of heaven and earth. We have hope because of the Holy Spirit, who comforts and 

counsels us. We have peace because the Lord encourages us to be still and know that He is 

God. We can rejoice because all things work together for our good according to God’s 

glorious riches and grace. And, we have love because God created humanity in His own 

image and gave us His only Son, Jesus Christ, so that everyone who believes in Him may 

call upon His name and will not perish but have eternal life. 

No matter how many times we encounter a block in the road, find ourselves entangled in 

the messiness of life, or occasionally encounter a dark point in our lives due the choices 

we’ve made, the season of Advent/Christmas reminds us that we are to still press on, seek, 

repent, fast, and prepare for Jesus Christ, who is Emmanuel, our God with us.

Beloved, I want to encourage you that as we enter into the season of Advent and look 

forward to Christmas, let’s wait together in great anticipation to receive our King Jesus.  

Let us be clothed in the royal purple cloth of redemption, let’s continue to rejoice in all 

things, let us prepare our hearts and soul, and let us remember that Christ, the sinless and 

perfect One, has come into all darkness and has given us abundant life, purpose, but also 

and most importantly:  HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE.

Peace,

Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of December 2016

December 4 - 2nd Sunday of ADVENT (Color: Purple or Blue)
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-8, 18-19 (UM795); Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Liturgists:  Church Youth

December 11 - 3rd Sunday of ADVENT (Color: Purple or Blue)
Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

Liturgist:  Kevin Loveland

December 18 - 4th Sunday of ADVENT (Color: Purple or Blue)
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UM801); Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

Liturgist:  Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

December 24 - Christmas Eve (Color: White)
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 (UM815); Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20

December 25 Christmas Day (Color: White) 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98 (UM818); Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12); John 1:1-14

Liturgist:  Timothy Smith

December 31/ January 1, 2017 - Watch Night / New Year (Color: White)
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Psalm 8 (UM743); Revelation 21:1-6a; Matthew 25:31-46

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

We hope to deepen your faith with the music that will be offered in coming weeks: on December 4, 
two versions of “Saviour of the Nations, Come” by Bach will serve as prelude and postlude. Part of 
Johann Sebastian’s “Great Eighteen” Chorale Preludes, they are works written at the height of his 
maturity as a church musician and faithful Christian.  On Dec 11, the choir will offer “And the Glory 
of the Lord”  from G.F. Handel’s Messiah, and the postlude that day will include a Toccata on “Veni 
Emanuel” by Dr. Adolphus Hailstork, an African-American composer, educator and church musi-
cian who resides in Norfolk, VA.  Christmas Eve will have a longer prelude starting about 30 min-
utes ahead of service with selections from Messiah, choral anthems by the choir, an organ Rhapso-
die by Langlais on two French carols, and many favorite carols. Christmas Day, Sunday the 25th, 
service will be a chance to sing more carols---come with your favorites picked from # 216-254 of 
the red hymnal or give me advance notice of ones in the Faith We Sing and I can be sure to have the 
accompaniment scores pulled (from a rather large, unwieldy book--thus the need to alert me ahead 
of time).

As we look forward to the coming of our Lord during Advent, I hope your spiritual practice includes 
some music. Sometimes our involvement is simply listening and taking in others’ skilled  renditions 
of a piece. In church, we all get to participate in making live music: these are the hymns we sing every week. I think the 
most beautiful hymns are the ones connected to this season of the church year. Meditate on the texts of “O Come, O Come 
Emanuel” and “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus” and pray for the change of hearts so needed in this hurting world.

May we bring healing to this world while we celebrate the coming of Christ into all our hearts.

Faithfully,  Cheryl



OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS ON DECEMBER 11 - DON’T MISS IT!

The Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the congregtion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to 
see you ALL at the next Community Breakfast. You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family 
member, or friend to have a great FREE meal and then come to our worship service. Together let’s show the com-
munity the love of God. Please share with us your favorite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.
Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 
neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

•  EGGS

•  PANCAKES

•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BISCUITS

•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

•  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

•  HOT TEA, COFFEE

MEMBERSHIP INQUIRY CLASS SET FOR DECEMBER 10

Saturday, December 10th is the date for this informational class. It will run from 10:00 AM 
to 12:00 noon in the parlor. Are you interested in learning about Methodism? What does 
it mean to join United Methodist Church of Hartford? How can you get involved? Gather 
in fellowship and prayer, tour the church building, and visit with current members. Pastor 
Rhonda Taylor will lead the time together. If you want to attend or need more information, 
please call the church office by December 6th or contact Dianne Antos at 
www.dianne@umcofhartford.org

Join us in song and celebration on

Saturday, December 24, 2016 at 7:30 PM

for our

Christmas Eve Candlelight Family and Friends Service.



A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

You are invited to join UMC Harford in worship on Sunday, December 18, 2016 at 

10:00 AM for a different type of “Christmas Pageant” as we present the allegorical tale, 

The Lightlings by Dr. R.C. Sproul that captures the essence of Christ’s birth and the 

biblical story of redemption.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

November 27, 2016 - December 18, 2016

  Book:  Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam

  Author:  James W. Moore
  ISBN:  978-1-5018-0428-1
  Price:  $12.00 

Join us after Sunday morning worship in the downstairs fellowship hall from 11:30 

AM - 12:30 PM.  Signup book will be available on the table outside the sanctuary.

“COOKIES WITH KIDS” - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1 - 4 PM

United Methodist Women invites our church children to join UMW members in the making of Christmas 
cookies for the families at Prudence Crandall Center and our homebound members. The UMW members 
are asked to bring a rolling pin and several cookie sheets. Cookie cutters, dough and decorating items will 
be provided.

THE JANUARY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S GATHERING WILL BE HELD 
ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2017.

“A Call to Prayer and Self Denial - Maternal and Child Health”

is the program for the evening. Following a potluck supper and business meeting, 
Christine Atkinson and Chris Wallace will present the program highlighting the 
ongoing need for access to health care by women and children around the world. 

This issue has been at the heart of United Methodist Women since the organization 
was founded in the 1800s. The annual Call to Prayer and Self-Denial offering will 
be collected during the program.  The money raised will go to support partners that 

offer programs and advocate for the health of mothers and their children.

Remember: It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is 
$5.00. Also, please remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!



REFLECTIONS ON NYAC 2016

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Below are some personal reflections on the 2016 New York Annual Conference which was held from June 8 to June 11 
this year. We conducted the Church’s business. We approved a budget, elected Trustees and a Lay Leader. We memorial-
ized pastors who have passed away, we honored new retirees and we welcomed the newly ordained.  We passed resolutions 
committing the conference to take action on issues of social justice. We heard reports of the mission work we do, both at 
home and around the world. We worshiped God, celebrated communion and heard inspiring sermons and speeches that 
stretched our faith and challenged us to go deeper. Our leaders reading of scripture gave them a new liveliness, and I felt 
the power of worshiping and singing with 500 others. We were challenged to follow Jesus, to go into our communities, and 
to do what love requires.  

Our church touches so many lives in so many ways and I always come away from Conference inspired; especially by the 
reports of our missionaries.  This year we heard from young people who participated in The Methodist Youth Ambassadors 
in Mission Program. They reported on how the experience transformed their own lives. They felt that they had received 
more than they gave!

Yet, throughout the conference, from Bishop Middleton’s opening remarks, to the ordination of four openly gay persons, 
to Bishop Carcano’s closing comments, the conference’s concern for our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters was clear. 

I have been told that discrimination against gays is just one of several issues that the church should be addressing and that 
such discrimination should not be our single focus.  Yet of all the groupings of people, the gay and lesbian community is 
the only group specifically singled out for discrimination by official Methodist policy. The continued discrimination 
against the gay community is a festering sore within Methodism that will not go away until it is rightfully addressed. Our 
ability to grow as a church and to address other serious social issues in any meaningful way is severely compromised by 
this continued discrimination.

The ordination of four openly gay people was historic and put the New York Annual Conference in open defiance of Meth-
odist Policy. It seems to me that those who support the Church’s current policies regarding homosexuality believe that 
order and rules are important, even paramount, and that the rules outlined in the Book of Discipline are sacrosanct.  On the 
other hand, there are those who see that current Methodist policy is discriminatory and hurtful to gay clergy and laity. They 
say that we should follow a policy of love, as Jesus loved, over misguided rules that foster discrimination. Scripture 
requires interpretation and it is inappropriate to use it to justify such discrimination. 

When you see the Holy Spirit acting within our Gay and Lesbian brothers and sisters in Christ, I ask you How?  How can 
you continue to harm them? How? How can you continue to deny them ordination or marriage? How? How can you 
continue to accept the hurtful statements in the Book of Discipline?

Colin McEnroe, writing for the Hartford Courant, offered this wisdom from his own pastor: ‘Sometimes you have to ask your-
self if the way you’re reading the Bible makes any sense if it’s telling you to do something mean. You have to compare that 
with the things you know about Jesus, the love and kindness coursing through the universe and beating in your own heart’.

Yours in Christ,
Steve Derby, lay delegate to the NYAC

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES NEEDED

Our church directory needs updating. If you are already listed there, please check to see if 
the information is accurate. Would you like a cell phone number there? How about your 
birthday (without the year you were born)? What about your email address? Or maybe 
you aren’t listed there at all because you became involved after the last printing in 2015. 
Please get those changes/additions to Dianne Antos through the church office no later 
than the end of January 2017. Look for the new directory around the end of February.



UMC OF HARTFORD CHARGE CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 

JANUARY 7, 2017 AT 10:00 AM

We are asking for all ministries and committees to please start gathering information for our conference booklet. To 
obtain conference forms, please go to the New York Annual Conference website: www.nyac.com. On the right side of 
screen under “Resource”, please select the “Conference Forms and Policies” tab. If you have any questions or need 
assistance, please contact the church office.

What is a Charge Conference?

The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local church and is composed of all 
members of the church council. The charge conference must meet at least once per year.

What Does the Charge Conference Do?

Directs the work of the church and gives general oversight to the church council
Reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the church
Sets salaries for the pastor and staff
Elects the members of the church council, including Trustees 
Recommends candidates for ordained ministry

What are the Primary Responsibilities of the Charge Conference?

Some of the responsibilities of the charge conference include:

Reviewing and evaluating the total mission and ministry of the church, receiving reports, adopting objectives and goals 
recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United Methodist Church.

Establishing a limit to the consecutive terms of office for any or all of the elected or appointed officers of the local 
church, except where otherwise mandated. It is recommended that no officer serve more than three consecutive years in 
the same office.

Examining and recommending candidates for licensed or ordained ministry who have been professing members in good 
standing of The United Methodist Church for at least one year; whose gifts, evidence of God's grace, and call to the 
ministry clearly establish them as candidates; and who have met the educational requirements.

Inquiring annually into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of the Lay Servants and Certified Lay Ministers related to the 
charge and recommending to the district and/or conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries those persons who 
have met the standards set forth for a local church lay servant and/or for certified lay servant and/or for certified lay 
minister.

Receiving reports annually on all local church organized United Methodist Volunteer In Mission (UMVIM) teams, and 
the total number of local church participants in any UMVIM team, and forwarding the combined report to the annual 
conference and the general church through the regular annual local church statistical report.

Receiving and acting on the annual report from the pastor or membership chair concerning the membership.

  6 - Ashley Blount

10 - Christine Welsh

14 - Clive Bailey

15 - Olivia Craig (c)

17 - Silbert Welsh

20 - Timothy Smith

21 - Eve Elliott Ellis

22 - Tempie Williams

23 - Lola Elliott-Hugh

24 - Connie Dunlap
        Connie Gomez
        Christina Guglietta

27 - Jasmine Swanson (c)

28 - Henry Elliott, Jr.

29 - Doris Drayton
       Tony Muirhead
        Elinor Prevost

30 - Norma Burton
       Douglas Drayton

Beverley and Reggie
Nepaul

12/23

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

SERVICE WITH A SMILE!

On Sunday, November 20, we celebrated our annual steward-
ship luncheon with a delicious meal served by our beloved 
parishioners.

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 

another with whatever gift each of you has received.” 
              1Peter 4:10



home after Christmas Eve Service on December 24.


