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LIVING LIFE TO ITS FULLEST!

I like to watch movies: documentaries, dramas, love stories, and movies 

based on true stories. When I watch movies which are based on actual 

events, I�m always curious about how the lives of the people are portrayed, 

and want to learn more about how they lived life to its fullest. This curorsity often leads to my own 

investigative reporting. I research the event and the persons portrayed.  

Last year, I saw the historical film, �Loving� based on the case brought by Mildred Loving, a black 

woman, and Richard Loving, a white man, who had been sentenced to a year in prison in Virginia for 

marrying each other. According to Virginia�s state law at that time, the Loving�s marriage violated the 

state's anti-miscegenation statute, the Racial Integrity Act of 1924. In 1967 (the year I was born), the 

Supreme Court ruled that prohibiting interracial marriages was unconstitutional.

This movie and my subsequent research on the couple, struck a cord in me. Mildred and Richard Loving 

lived their lives to the fullest. Yes, they certianly had some rocky roads and even thunderstorms along 

the way. However, they also experienced the mercy and grace of God. They witnessed and experienced 

God in such a transformative way. Their lives paved the way for others today.

Though Mildred and Richard lived a simple life according to popular opinion, their love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control gave them favor in the long run 

(Galatians 5:22-23) and helped them to live life to its fullest. I would further add that it was their 

unconditional and innocent love for one another, their humility and  steadfastness that also helped them 

to live such a remarkable life to its fullest. While Mildred and Richard were great examples of what it 

means to live, our Savior Jesus Christ is truly the greatest example we have today.

He certainly lived life to its fullest. Within the three years, Jesus lovingly and graciously served God�s 

people. He wasted no time! He healed, taught, and challenged people. Jesus scolded when necessary 

and I would dare to suggest that Jesus even laughed. Either way, Jesus lived and gave all of Himself  to 

the very end. Jesus was the ultimate fighter! 

I have to believe it is Jesus� desire that all of us live life to its fullest. Jesus wants all of  us to be fruitful 

in whatever we do and make a difference in the lives of others to the glory of God�s kingdom. I�m still 

learning how to live life to its fullest. I may not change history or the law like the Lovings did, but when 

the time finally comes for Jesus to take me home, it is my prayer and hope that I would have lived life 

to its fullest. It is also my prayer and hope that you would have done the same� Amen!

Peace,
Pastor Rhonda



Lectionary Readings for the Month of April 2017

April 2 � 5th Sunday in Lent (Color: Purple)
Ezekiel 37:1-4; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45

Liturgist: John Brubaker

April 9 � Palm/Passion Sunday (Color: Purple)
Palm Readings: Matthew2:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Passion Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 (27:11-54)
Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

April 13 � Holy Thursday (Color: Purple)
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The confirmands will assist Pastor Rhonda

April 14 � Good Friday (Color: None)
Isaiah52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1-19:42

April 16 � Easter Sunday (Color: White)
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-18

Liturgist:  Timothy Smith

April 23 � 2nd Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 6(UM748); 1Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Liturgist: Sandra Ann Craig

April 30 � 3rd Sunday of Easter (Color: White) 
Native American Awareness Sunday

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UM837); 1Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

Holy Week Services for Lent 2017

Palm Sunday Worship Service:  Sunday, April 9, 2017 � 10:00am

Holy Thursday Worship Service:  April 13, 2017 � 7:30pm
Join us for a time of quiet meditation, prayer, Holy Communion, and feet/hand washing. 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil:  April 14, 2017
The church will be open for quiet meditation and prayer from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Good Friday Service (at North UMC -1205 Albany Ave, Hartford CT):  April 14, 2017
North UMC will host their annual ecumenical service of the Seven Last Words of Jesus from 12:00 pm to 

3:00pm. Pastor Rhonda will be one of the guest preachers. You are invited to join Pastor Rhonda and North 
UMC for a time of reflection and prayer. 

Good Friday Service of Tenebrae at UMCof H:  April 14, 2017 - 7:30 pm

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service:  April 16, 2017 - 6:00am to 7:00am
Sunrise Service will be held at Elizabeth Park Overlook (corner of Prospect and Asylum Avenue). 

Join with other church and community members in an early morning celebration of the good news of Christ�s 
resurrection! Bring a lawn chair and dress for the weather. 

Easter Sunday Worship Service at United Methodist Church of Hartford:
April 16, 2017 - 10:00 am

Join us as we celebrate our Risen Savior! 

The Church office will be closed Easter Monday, April 17, 2017.



It is good news to announce that the position of Director of Music/Organist for this church is filled. Mary 
Douglas has been hired and will begin on April 2, 2017. She comes well prepared with a bachelors degree in 
piano performance and psychology. Her masters degree is in choral music and organ from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Her interviews show that she is spiritually grounded. She is looking forward to working 
with Pastor Rhonda and the choir, indeed with the entire congregation. 

THANKS TO THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The process of looking for a  new music director requires time and commitment from all members of the group. 
This process took about ten months. The Search Committee was named by the SPPRC under the leadership of 
John Brubaker. Those named are Pastor Rhonda, Christine Atkinson, Ashley Blount, Robert Cudjoe, Don 
Ranger, Beth Ann Sennett, Tim Smith and Deanna Swanson with co-chairs Sandra Ann Craig and Alberta 
Elliott. Each person is necessary with their special church skills when interviewing candidates and deciding 
how each might fit into the life of this church. We thank them. 

THE INTERIM DIRECTOR

The word "interim" means for a period of time or temporary. Cheryl Wadsworth has been our interim director 
for some time, perhaps including time that was not convenient for her. Yet she persevered. Even as an interim, 
Cheryl is no stranger, having been our regular director in the past. Cheryl clearly loves our church, loves our 
choir, loves our organ and loves to spread the gospel through her musical skills. For all those things we are 
deeply grateful to Cheryl Wadsworth. 

THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION OF MUSIC IN OUR CHURCH

There is no question that this beautiful church building of 100+ years requires great upkeep at a time when 
financial resources are less and costs are more. Financial cuts are necessary. Nobody wants to cut music when 
it is clear to all that the very gospel, the good news of Jesus, is spread most clearly by the interpretation of the 
Biblical word and corresponding music. But cuts ARE necessary. Through the prayers and struggles of the most 
dedicated and committed persons in the church, it was decided that the music program will remain fully funded 
through 10 months a year. Calling it the "church year", it will go basically from Labor Day through Fathers 
Day, or September through June. All music in the church for July and August will be completely volunteer� 
but more about that later. 

BACK TO MARY DOUGLAS

Mary fully understands the new 10 month plan. She is coming to this church bursting with ideas, eager to work 
with various kinds of music and ready to do all she can do. And what do we owe her?  Well, we owe her 
individual support, just as we owe our individual support to Pastor Rhonda, as they, together, guide our spiritual 
Journey. Yes, we want to support both Pastor Rhonda and Mary Douglas but we finally owe our very hearts to 
God and to lift every voice in praise as we renew our efforts to make a joyful noise to the Lord.

MUSIC NEWS

PLEASE HELP US TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE �THE UPPER ROOM�

The UPPER ROOM magazine, free copies of which are available on the table near the church 
office, costs our congregation $500 each year (approximately $42 each month). We need assistance 
in deferring these costs. Please consider putting a donation in the collection plate of whatever you can 
afford toward the cost of this wonderful publication. Note �Upper Room� on either the memo section 
of your check or on the envelope of your cash, and be sure to take a copy of the magazine home with 
you. It is filled with truly inspiring daily devotionals.        Thank you!

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES

The 2017 Church directories are now available. You can pick one up in the office during the week or on 
Sunday mornings. Please send omissions, corrections, additions to Dianne Antos at 
dianne@umcofhartford.org or by calling the church office. Later in the year an update sheet will be 
printed.



  5 - King Aggrey (c)

       Patrick Corrigan (Cockram) (c)

  7 - Rebecca Corrigan (Cockram) (c)

       Joy Floyd

11 - Allison McGahie

       Meletha Peters

14 - Deborah LaPierre

       Ryheem Mathurin (MacDonald) (c)

15 - Roger Kirton

23 - Krystalee Hernandez (Connor) (c)

24 - Elaine Flynn

       Elizabeth Speight

25 - Sarayaliz Hernandez (Connor) (c)

B I RT H DAYS

Lola & Rob Hugh
4/7/79

Meletha & Willis Peters
4/24

ANNIVERSARIES

The April United Methodist Women�s gathering will be held Tuesday, April 4, 2017.

Sandra Ann Craig will present the evening�s program based on
the Spiritual Growth study from Mission U-2016:

�The Bible and Human Sexuality�
We will explore the guidelines from the Bible wherein we are encouraged

to be all that we can be - getting to know all of our potentials and that
God�s gifts are good.

           The May

           United Methodist Women�s

           gathering will be held on

           Tuesday, May 2, 2017.

     Marcia Ramos will present the program - �Mothers in Action� - a celebration of the role of 
mothers in the Bible who saved children�s lives and a discovery of UMW�s continuing priority to 

improve the health of mothers and their children around the world.

SUPPER AT 6:30PM - - MEETING AT 7:15PM - - PROGRAM AT 7:45PM

Remember:  It�s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00. Also, please remember to 
bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132).

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

APRIL MAY

ALTAR FLOWERS

Our sanctuary is enhanced by flowers on the altar during worship on Sunday 

mornings. You can sign up now for an upcoming date on which you would like 

to honor or remember an event or loved one. The cost is $35, and you should 

note �flowers� on the memo line of your check. You can sign up in the 

schedule book, which is now kept in the mail slots near the elevator outside the 

church office, or by phoning (860-523-5132) or emailing the church 

(staff@umcofhartford.org).



THE COMMUNITY MINISTRY HAS BEEN SERVING BREAKFAST FOR OVER A 
YEAR! OUR NEXT COMMUNITY BREAKFAST IS APRIL 9 - DON�T MISS IT!

For over a year the Breakfast Ministry has been providing a robust connection with our community.  Please help 
us by donating the following kitchen items:  Knives, Cutting Boards, a Stock Pot, Hair Nets, Gloves.
We are always thrilled to have new volunteers to assist with our ministry and we would also love it if you would 
share your favorite baked goods with us as a donation towards the breakfast.
You are all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member, or friend to have a great FREE meal and 
then come to our worship service. Together let�s show the community the love of God. 
Please ask Ashley Blount or Guetty Antiste how you can help or contact Ashley at (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 
neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 �For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.� 

�  EGGS

�  PANCAKES

�  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

�  BISCUITS

�  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

�  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

�  HOT TEA, COFFEE

�LIKE� US ON FACEBOOK

If you�re a Facebook user, our church Facebook page is a great way to keep up to date with what�s going on at church, and 
to share the good news with your friends and acquaintances. Do a search for �United Methodist Church of Hartford CT Face-
book page,� then �Like� the page, and �Share� articles and pictures about bible classes, concerts, community breakfasts, 
worship services, etc. with your Facebook friends. Help spread the good word about all the exciting things going on here.


