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CAN WE TALK?

In the arena of human behavior, we all want to feel important and to be noticed, appreciated, 
and acknowledged.  It doesn’t matter if a person is an introvert or extrovert.  People want to 
feel as if their voices are being heard and that they have something to offer to the world. It is 
why the Black Lives Matter movement resonates with so many of our young people, 
particularly with our Black and Hispanic youth.

While social justice issues such as: Black Lives Matter, Syrian refugee project, the gun debate, voter registration, and the 
Flint, Michigan water crisis have affected masses of people, I dare to believe that each person would appreciate the 
opportunity to have a one-on-one conversation with anyone who is willing to listen attentively, as persons from all walks 
of life share his or her concerns, fears, hopes, and dreams.

Engaging in a one-on-one conversation with someone, especially with God, can be a little daunting at times to say the 
least, but it can also be healthy, freeing, and rewarding. It all depends on your perspective and if you are fully open to the 
Holy Spirit.   Just look at some of our biblical heroes. 

In the Old Testament, we find the Lord having a one-on-one conversation with Abram (who later became Abraham) 
about leaving his country, a place that was familiar and comfortable.  The Lord had great plans for Abram. For the Lord 
saw Abram’s gifts and talents. Like Abram, Moses also had a one-on-one conversation with the Lord. Though Moses was 
a reluctant participant at first, I’m sure over time, Moses appreciated the several one-on-one conversations he had with 
the Lord as he journeyed with the children of Israel toward the Promised Land.  And how can we forget King David and 
all the prophets from Isaiah to Malachi, each of whom had the privilege of communicating directly with God. 

As we journey through the New Testament, the one-on-one conversations become more intimate as God makes Himself 
known to us in the person of Jesus Christ. We see how the disciples and the various people, many of whom lived on the 
margins of society, had life altering experiences following their one-on-one conversations with Jesus.  You remember 
what happened to Saul before he became Paul? Yep, he had a one-on-one conversation with Jesus as he traveled on the 
Damascus Road that forever changed his life and “career” path.  

Our one-on-one conversations with Jesus are significant to our spiritual growth. It gives us a sense of belonging and 
purpose. They are by far the best ones we will ever have. For Jesus truly listens to every word on our lips, knows every 
dream, every fear. However, as beloved children of God, we are encouraged “to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as we see 
the Day approaching.” (New Revised Standard Version, Hebrews 10: 24-25).

It is awesome to know that we can always have a deep one on one conversation with Jesus, anywhere, and at any time.  
Yet, through His practical examples from the Old Testament to the New Testament, Jesus encourages all of us to 
periodically sit and engage each other in a one-on-one conversation, while honoring the spirit of confidentially, when 
necessary. Taking the time to hear one another without judgment or ridicule is not only healing for the person sharing, 
but it is also healing for the listener. We can learn a lot about a person when we can take the time to hear them. Along the 
path of discovery, we can learn a lot about a personís deepest passion, dreams, and even anxieties. 

Beloved, as we continue to journey with one another in ministry with Jesus at the helm and leading the way, I would love 
to have a one-on-one conversation with you. I would love to sit with you and let you share your hopes and dreams. What 
are your spiritual gifts? What do you think God is calling you to do at this season of your life? And, how can I as your 
spiritual leader help coach you and journey with you toward becoming that awesome disciple for Christ, who is fearful 
and wonderfully made?

If you desire this opportunity, let’s meet up to share together, pray together, share scripture together, laugh together, and 
maybe even disagree and cry together.  Your voice needs to be heard, and as your shepherd, I’m willing to listen.

Feel free to contact the church at 860-523-5132 to set up an appointment. I look forward to having some exciting and 
fruitful one-on-one conversations with you.

Peace,

Rev. Rhonda R. Taylor, Pastor

(Some inquiring minds wanted to know what does the middle initial stand for - Renee)



Lectionary Readings for the Month of April 2016

April 3 - 2nd Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Acts 5:27-32 † Psalm 150 (UM862) † Revelation 1:4-8  

John 20:19-31

Liturgist: Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett

April 10 - Native American Awareness Sunday (Color: White)
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) † Psalm 30 (UM762) † Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19

Liturgist: Mensimah Shabbaz

April 17 - 4th Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Acts 9:36-43 † Psalm 23 (UM 754) † Revelation 7:9-17 

 John 10:22-30

Liturgist: Kevin Loveland

April 24 - 5th Sunday of Easter (Color: White)
Acts 11:1-18 † Psalm 148 (UM861) † Revelation 21:1-6 John13:31-35 

Liturgist: Ashley Blount

CHURCH WORD OF THE MONTH – SACRAMENT

Webster’s New Ideal Dictionary defines sacrament as “a formal religious act that is sacred as a sign or symbol of a 
spiritual reality, especially one instituted by Jesus Christ as a means of grace; also the elements of the Eucharist” (Holy 
Communion.) 

The United Methodist Church recognizes two sacraments in which Christ himself participated: baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. 

Our Confession of Faith states: “We believe the sacraments, ordained by Christ, are symbols and pledges of the 
Christian’s profession and of God’s love toward us. They are means of grace by which God works invisibly in us, 
quickening [bringing to life], strengthening and confirming our faith in him. Two Sacraments are ordained by Christ our 
Lord, namely Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” The term is taken from the Latin sacramentum, which was a Roman 
soldier’s pledge of allegiance. A sacrament is God‘s pledge of allegiance [love and faithfulness] to us, and our answering 
pledge of allegiance to God. (from the United Methodist website)



A MESSAGE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

The music ministry at UMCH is looking to expand with the creation of a youth choir. We have 

already been graced by wonderful performances by some of our young members in the last few 

weeks, and are looking to make this a regular occurrence. 

For now we will call the group the Youth Choir, but I hope that the enthusiastic youth that we have 

participating will be able to come up with a name. In order to make participation as convenient as 

possible, we will meet regularly for 20-30 minutes after services on Sundays. We hope to teach the 

children traditional hymns, newer Christian songs, and uplifting secular selections (like that great 

Matisyahu song, "One Day," featured a few weeks ago) that might benefit our worship at UMCH. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of percussion instruments and choreography will be another way we 

can get the youth to express their artistic gifts in service of Christ. We hope to perform in the wor-

ship service at least once a month. 

If your child is interested in being a part of this group, please do all you can to encourage them. We 

welcome any young person with the ability to read words into the group. No musical experience is 

required! We are hopeful that this will be the start of a new and exciting branch of the music ministry at UMCH.

Yours in worship and music,

Stephen

SPONSORSHIP OF A SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILY 

Rev. Terry Schmitt, our former interim pastor and now Director of the Connecticut 

Council for Interreligious Understanding has offered us an opportunity to partner 

with two other Hartford area congregations (1st Presbyterian of Hartford and the 

Universalist Unitarian Church of West Hartford) in sponsoring a Syrian refugee 

family.  Support could be as simple as driving someone to the food store or dealing 

with the more complex task of help in finding jobs or housing.  By teaming up with 

other churches, by pooling our resources we increase our capacity to help and reduce 

the pressure on each congregation and/or individual to meet the needs of our refugee 

family. 

Sponsorship would be part of an ongoing program of the New Haven based Integrated Refugee and Immigrant 

Services (IRIS) organization who will provide orientation and training.  Soon after a support group is established they 

are assigned a family to help. 

This is a great opportunity for us to reach out and help a community in need.  Please, if you feel moved to participate 

in any way in this program, talk to Pastor Taylor or Steve Derby.  Thanks to those of you who have already stepped 

up with offers of help.   

CHURCH TO HOLD ‘ONE-ON-ONE’ CONVERSATIONS WITH THE CONGREGATION 
REGARDING OUR INCLUSIVE WELCOMING STATEMENT AND HUMAN SEXUALITY 

Following up on recommendations made at our October discussion with Rev. George Engelhardt concerning Church 

policy toward homosexual persons, we have formed a team of members who are eager to be trained and to conduct one 

on one conversations with our church members.  We will be using the book “Building an Inclusive Church” as our 

guide.  By listening to the concerns of our members on this important issue, in a year’s time it is our hope that we will 

be able to make recommendations to the congregation on how they may grow in their relationships with our gay and 

lesbian brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The plan is to begin training immediately after Easter.  The team will meet for 3 consecutive Monday evenings for 

training followed by monthly meetings amongst ourselves to discuss our conversations. We will also make regular 

reports to the Church Council on the number of meetings conducted. 

Following the training sessions, and open to all, we will offer Bible study on the Old Testament Holiness Code and the 

scriptural texts that have traditionally been associated with homosexuality.



APRIL 10 AT 8:30 AM  -  COMMUNITY BREAKFAST  -  DON’T MISS IT!

The next Community Breakfast is Sunday, April 10, and the Breakfast Ministry would like to thank the congreg-

tion for their continued prayers and support. We pray to see you ALL at the April Community Breakfast. You are 

all encouraged to invite a neighbor, co-worker, family member or friend to have a great FREE meal and then 

come to our worship service. Together let’s show the community the love of God. Please share with us your favor-

ite baked goods as a donation towards the breakfast.

Please contact Ashley Blount if you are able to help in any way (860) 994-0100.

UMC of Hartford will be serving breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of each month. The prayer is that people of the 

neighborhood will know that they are loved by God and cared for by the UMC Hartford community.

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something

to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

•  EGGS

•  PANCAKES

•  SAUSAGE (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BACON (PORK, TURKEY)

•  BISCUITS

•  ASSORTED BAKED GOODS

•  JUICE (ORANGE, APPLE,
     GRAPEFRUIT)

•  HOT TEA, COFFEE

TRUSTEES ELECT OFFICERS

At their first meeting of 2016, the Board of Trustees elected the following officers:  Robert Cudjoe, chairperson, and 
Peter Antos, secretary and treasurer. The position of Vice Chairperson has not yet been filled….The Trustees’ 
responsibilities include oversight and care of our church building, the parsonage, the property, and equipment. They also 
oversee our Endowment Fund. 

"THE GREEN CORNER"
And God said, "It is Good"

United Methodist Bishops have called upon the church to be a more public and effective witness in reducing our 
carbon footprint. All creation is the Lord's and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it. God 
has granted us stewardship of creation. We should meet these duties through acts of loving care and respect.

EARTH DAY IS APRIL 22
I'm looking out over a sea of white as I sit in my living room.  A magical scene sometimes as the sun sparkles 
off the trees and snow.  No matter the winter, we seem to be moving forward toward God's planned seasons.  
Snow piles are decreasing and pulling away from buildings where the warmer sun hits.  When you read this, you 
may have spotted the determined crocus pushing up through remaining snow.  They never fail in their part of the 
earth's revolving seasons--maybe God's plan of a sign of hope and rebirth.  Creation is changing before you.  
Don't miss appreciating this gift from our Creator.  Earth Day is April 22.  Appreciate it, enjoy it, care for it.



Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00.  Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132). 

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

Remember:  It’s a potluck supper.  If you are unable to bring food, the cost is $5.00.  Also, please 
remember to bring your table setting!

If you are interested, please call the church office (860-523-5132). 

All are welcome! We look forward to seeing you!

The United Methodist Women’s MAY gathering will be held on

Tuesday, May 3, 2016. 
“Local Mission Work”

is the program for the evening.

Each year our UMW sends financial aid to several local organizations - the May program will highlight two of 

these.  Listen to the executive director from The Children’s Law Center speak about the work they do on behalf of 

children.  And hear from Matt Morgan about the work Journey Home is doing to reduce homelessness in our 

area.  Matt is a home missioner who falls under the auspices of United Methodist Women.

THIS IS A PROGRAM NOT TO BE MISSED!!

The United Methodist Women’s APRIL gathering will be held on

Tuesday, April 5, 2016. 
“The 3 A’s - Awareness, Accessibility, Advocacy”

is the program for the evening.

Following a potluck supper and business meeting, Susan Powers will present the program.  United Methodist 

Women has historically been at the forefront of supporting and advocating for those who need a voice at God’s 

table and an opportunity to fully participate in the mission and ministry of God’s church.  We will explore what 

we can do to ensure that this happens.



“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK

If you’re a Facebook user, our church Facebook page is a great way to keep up to date with what’s going on at church, and 

to share the good news with your friends and acquaintances. Do a search for “United Methodist Church of Hartford CT Face-

book page,” then “Like” the page, and “Share” articles and pictures about bible classes, concerts, community breakfasts, 

worship services, etc. with your Facebook friends. Help spread the good word about all the exciting things going on here.

In the church parking lot with help from

the Hartford Police Department

Help fill the cruiser in every nook and
cranny with non-perishable food items

so we can fill the shelves of the
West End Food Pantry

(rain or shine)

“Stuff a
  Cruiser”

 

to benefit the West End Food Pantry  

May 7 from 10AM to 2PM  
Sponsored by UMC of Hartford  

571 Farmington Ave. 

“STUFF A CRUISER” INFORMATION

This event, May 7 from 10 AM to 2 PM, requires a number of helpers!  Let’s get our church family – adults, youth, 

and children – “playing” together to help hungry people in our neighborhood.

 People are needed to:

  •  assist with traffic in the parking lot

  •  unload the cruiser

  •  weigh the non-perishable foods

  •  carry donations into the West End Food Pantry

  •  BRING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS!!

Speak with Dianne or Peter Antos to offer your help. 



  5 - King Aggrey (c)
       Patrick Corrigan (Cockram) (c)

  7 - Rebecca Corrigan (Cockram) (c)
       Joy Floyd

11 - Allison McGahie
       Meletha Peters

14 - Deborah LaPierre
       Ryheem Mathurin (MacDonald) (c)

15 - Roger Kirton

23 - Krystalee Hernandez (Connor) (c)

24 - Elaine Flynn

       Elizabeth Speight

25 - Sarayaliz Hernandez (Connor) (c)

29 - Elizabeth Torres

B I RT H DAYS

FROM THE

CHURCH
OF F ICE

Lola & Rob Hugh
4/7/79

Meletha & Willis Peters
4/24

ANNIVERSARIES

DON’T MISS THIS AFTERNOON 
OF MUSIC AND LAUGHTER

Deanna Swanson, soprano, and John Swanson, 

baritone, along with Stephen Gamboa on 

piano, will be presenting a program called 

Comedy Tonight, which will include humor-

ous songs from Broadway, film and popular 

music. The entertainment will be presented in 

Wesley Hall at 2 PM on Sunday, April 17 with 

cabaret style seating.  We encourage you to 

bring your family, friends and neighbors for a 

wonderful afternoon of music and laughter. A 

free-will donation will be collected and 

delicious snacks will be offered for sale at very 

reasonable prices. All profits will go to help 

support our church and its good works in the 

community.


