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THE BIBLE SPEAKS 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear Family & Friends, 
 

With so many secular influences and opinions today, and in the fast pace world in which we 

live, it is sometimes difficult for people to know the voice of God. Yet, God is always 

speaking to our: hearts, minds, and soul.   

 

There are many ways in which God speaks to us: through nature, people, music, and even 

through moments of silence. However, the most profound and life transforming way we 

experience God is through the Holy Bible. It is not just the bestselling but also the most life 

changing book of all time. 

 

The personal testimonies and stories from the Bible help us to grow in our faith, and also 

challenge us to draw closer to Jesus.  Drawing closer to Jesus is not something that just 

happens. Our relationship with Jesus Christ must be developed and nurtured.  We must be 

open and willing to allow the Holy Spirit to guide us along the way. LENT helps us to do 

that. 

 

Lent is a period of repentance, prayer, fasting, renewal, giving, and self-denial. It is a time of 

preparation and focus, reminiscent of Jesus’ time in the wilderness before He started His 

public ministry.  It begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter Sunday. Each year, we 

are invited to journey with Jesus for forty days and reflect upon our personal relationship 

with the Lord during LENT.  

 

The United Methodist of Church of Hartford is very thankful for the many ways family and 

friends express their faith and share their special thoughts during this sacred time. It is 

through the Holy Bible we come to know that “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for our 

sins” and that “nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Romans 5:8; 8:39). 

 

As we journey with Jesus throughout these forty days, know that the Bible is speaking to us 

in different ways and calling us into a new way of being.  This Lenten devotional is a sacred 

expression for others to share their own personal faith story of how the Bible speaks to them.  

 

Beloved, the Holy Bible is speaking…Let’s hope our hearts, minds, and soul is listening. 

 

 

Rev. Rhonda R. Taylor, Pastor 
 
 



Ash Wednesday February 26, 2020 

  

Psalm 27 

 

Meditation: 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine 

enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.” 

 

This Psalm touches my heart. I have found times in my life where balancing the 

stresses of work and home can be overwhelming.  The words in this Psalm remind 

me that we are never alone and that the Lord is always there to protect us. 

 

Prayer: 

Precious Lord, thank You for always being there to guide and protect us during the 

times in our lives when the pressures of life can overwhelm us. I was blessed to 

have the loving guidance of my grandmother who showed me through her faith and 

devotion that we are never alone.  We are all disciples of the Lord and by 

extending a smile and a helping hand to someone in need is shining the light of 

hope where there has been darkness. Amen. 

 

Debbie LaPierre  
 

  



Thursday February 27, 2020 

  

Isaiah 40 

 

Meditation: 

We will never know precisely how much those who came before us have eased our 

journey on this earth. Our forbearers in Christian faith were immigrants, refugees, 

slaves, pilgrims, and the persecuted. Leading by example, our ancestors lived 

faithful lives. In contemplation, we may discover that our faith in our Lord, and 

His presence in our lives, has been a source of strength and dedication. That faith 

which has nurtured many generations has provided instruction in love, joy, and 

hope, and in the power of forgiveness. We can be grateful for the example our 

forbearers set as we seek to emulate their unsinkable faith in our Lord. 

 

This is a gift that we may in turn pass on to those who do not have an easy path. 

There are persons who require the support and work of their community to smooth 

their way, to overcome obstacles, and to raise them up to know the love of Christ.  

 

Let us…think, in meditation, of how those before you have straightened your path 

by providing sound advice, protection from harm, and help in times of need. Think 

of the ways that you might, in turn, straighten the path for others. Give generously 

of your time and resources. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, we are grateful for the faith of our ancestors, who cared enough to 

instruct us in your ways through expressions of love, joy, hope, and forgiveness. 

Without their steadfast love, strength, and endurance, we would have less to give 

back to our brethren. Strengthen us to continue to make the rough places smooth 

and the uneven ground level for others through our faith in you. Amen. 

 

Beth Ann Loveland-Sennett 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday February 28, 2020 

  

Matthew 17:20 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 

yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto You.” 

 

Meditation: 

This is my favorite passage from the Bible. I firmly believe if you have faith as 

small as a mustard seed, I can be strengthen and encouraged by God’s grace in 

Jesus Christ.   Like the mustard seed, if nurtured and practiced daily, our faith can 

grow and make the surroundings weeds and mountains of our lives wither and be 

removed.  Thus, making room for the Holy Spirit to strengthen us by God’s saving 

grace in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, continue to strengthen me. Let me do Your good works as You need me to. 

Amen. 

 

Christina Guglietta 
 

  



Saturday February 29, 2020 

  

Isaiah 55:10-12 

 

Meditation: 

“Just as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return until 

they have watered the earth . . . so shall the word which comes from my mouth 

prevail; it shall not return to me fruitless without accomplishing my purpose.” 

 

I have been intrigued by this passage for some time now.  It is especially intriguing 

in light of the first chapter of the Gospel of John.  “In the beginning was the Word 

and the word was with God and the word was God . . . and the Word was made 

flesh and dwelt among us . . .” (John 1: 1-14). 

 

The Word comes to us from God in the form of baby Jesus and returns to God on 

the cross – having accomplished God’s purpose.  I don’t pretend to have the 

capacity to explain the enormity of what God has accomplished through the life of 

Jesus. However, I do know it’s all about love.  Love God. Love neighbor.  On a 

grand scale it’s about the salvation of humankind.   

 

What about us?  What do we do when or if we feel God’s call? Our first reaction 

might be “no way God, not me, I can’t do that!”   We know it won’t work to just 

run away as Jonah did, but armed with the knowledge that God’s word will prevail, 

we might as well buckle down and do our best to follow God’s call.   

 

Prayer: 

God, You have more confidence in us than we have for ourselves.  Give us the 

courage to follow Your call.  Thank You and Amen. 

 

Steve Derby 
 

  



 

1
st
 Sunday in Lent March 1, 2020 

  

John 1:1-18 

 

Meditation: 

Reading these opening words in the Gospel of John is made clearer if you first read 

Genesis 1:1-2.  The capitalized “Word” is “With God” and “is God”: the “Word 

was in the beginning with God.” The scripture goes on to say that “in Him was life 

and the life was the light of men. The light shines in darkness and the darkness has 

not overcome it. The “Word” then, is actually the Trinity; God, Christ and the Holy 

Spirit; God – 3 in 1.  

 

Now, this writer is John the Baptist. In human terms, he was the first cousin of 

Jesus. John was only 6 months older than Jesus but he came to proclaim that Jesus 

was the Messiah and that he (John) was not even worthy to tie the strings of Jesus 

sandals. John INSISTED that Jesus, the Christ, was in the bosom of God (KJV) 

from the beginning of time, as in Genesis. John the Baptist spent his life proving 

that Jesus was the Messiah. Nothing could sway him. He baptized Jesus and a 

voice came from heaven saying “this is my son in whom I am well pleased.” So! 

On and on, the book tells of Christ. The Gospel of John is neither history nor 

biography but theologically the proof of identity of Jesus the Christ, the Messiah. 

 

Prayer: 

God of Love, I have spent my life trying to live, to believe and to be a child of 

God. Stay close to me when I doubt or fail. Please help me to accept Your 

unfailing grace. Amen. 

 

Alberta Elliott 
 

  



 

Monday March 2, 2020 

  

Matthew 11: 28-29 

 

Meditation: 

I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE; all lasting Life emanates from 

Me.  People search for life in many wrong ways: chasing after fleeting pleasures, 

accumulating possessions and wealth, trying to deny the inevitable effects of aging.  

Meanwhile, I freely offer abundant Life to everyone who turns toward Me.  As you 

come to Me and take My yoke upon you, I fill you with My very Life. This is how 

I choose to live in the world and accomplish My purposes.  This is also how I bless 

you with Joy unspeakable and full of Glory.  The Joy is Mine, and the Glory is 

Mine; but I bestow them on you as you live in My Presence, inviting Me to live 

fully in you.  (Jesus Calling by Sarah Young) 

 

 

 

 

Christine Atkinson 
 

  



 

Tuesday March 3, 2020 

  

1John 1:1-9 

 

Meditation: 

Have you ever stood admiring a painting in a museum-amazed at the masterpiece 

before you?  It could be a fake.  Art dealer Eric Hebborn, who died in 1996, 

created over a thousand drawings and paintings and sold them for vast sums to 

museums and collectors who thought they were buying old masterpieces.  Hebborn 

used paper and paints from years gone by, and his work was so good it was nearly 

impossible to detect. “I’m not a crook,” he said. “(Forgeries) should be enjoyed for 

what they are, rather than questioned for what they’re not.”
1
  

 

We’re living in a world of deception, and it’s difficult to know the truth.  False 

philosophies, values, opinions, ethics, morals, and standards are warping our 

world. Deception often trips up believers in their walk of faith. 

 

But it’s hard to deceive the Christian who studies the Word of God day and night. 

God’s Truth is a revealing light that clarifies our outlook and solidifies our faith.  

Keep your nose in the Book of Truth, and your eyesight will be 2020. 

 

 

Prayer: 

The Bible’s power rests upon the fact that is the reliable, errorless, and infallible 

Word of God. Amen. 

 

 

By Charles Colson 
(From Turning Point magazine, February 2020) 

Submitted by Pastor Rhonda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
1
 Christy Kuesel, “The Prolific Forger Whose Fake ‘Old Masters’ Fooled the Art World,” CNN, October 24, 2019 



 

Wednesday March 4, 2020 

  

Psalm 100 

 

Meditation: 

When I read this, I am in awe.  For this song that David sang says so clearly what 

is in my heart, the happiness and the security that God offers me, as incomplete as 

I am. 

 

David shares his faith that God will provide the armor, the strength and the 

knowledge to deal with his life.  As a hero, a superb leader, and at the same time a 

doer of despicable things, he was bolstered and sustained by the presence of God, 

who was there for him always. 

 

We share with David the fact that we each also do both good and bad things.  

David had faith that God would help him overcome the ugly things that he did and 

the dangerous things facing him, a lot of which he caused, knowing that he had 

worth in God’s sight.   

 

No wonder that David praised God with happy applause, singing and shouts of 

“Thank You, God”. 

 

He took time to stop and recognize the really good things that God provided for 

him.  That’s something that you and I need to do.  We can wrap ourselves in the 

whole armor of God and face life with joy. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, thank You so much for what You have provided for me – some of which I 

notice.   I am truly happy that You stand by with strength as I deal with what life 

hands me.    Amen. 

 

 

Harold Craig 
 

  



 

Thursday March 5, 2020 

  

Psalm 23 

 

Meditation: 

Every day when I open my eyes, I take refuge in this Psalm.  It allows me to tell 

the Lord exactly how much I trust in Him.  As I recite it, I visualize that special 

experience I’m having with Jehovah God.  This Psalm is a promise that He fulfills 

in my life every single day.  He leads me to tranquility in Him, guides me through 

righteousness, defends me against my enemies and has mercy on me, all the while 

giving me overflowing blessings.  The best comfort I find in this Psalm is that 

when He shifts my life, even in the most turbulent moments, He has ALWAYS 

shown me that He has me in the palm of His Hand.  This is all I need to trust in 

Him. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Abba Father, as I dwell here on earth and abide by Your Word, I thank you that 

Your Promises and Your Holy Spirit will keep me safe until You return. Amen! 

 

Nadine Nieves 
 

  



  

Friday March 6, 2020  

  

John 8:2-11 

 

Meditation: 
According to Biblical scholars, this story of an event in Jesus’ life was not a part of 

the most ancient versions of the book of John.  I am thankful that the scholars have 

left it in our Bibles, because it shows ways to deal with sins we see in ourselves and in 

others. 

 

The purpose of bringing the women to Jesus was to entrap Him.  Jesus turned the 

tables on the accusers with lessons in leading a loving life. 

 

There is little doubt that the law of that time insisted that the woman be stoned for 

adultery.  There was little or no doubt that she was guilty. 

 

What did Jesus do?  He made the accusers understand that each of them has sin and 

until each could be sure there was no sin in their own life, it was not right to be the 

judge for another.   

 

Before I can condemn another I had better look very carefully at myself! 

 

Jesus did not condemn the woman. Neither did He just send her off into the world to 

continue in wrong living.  He placed the responsibility of her actions in life to reflect 

her forgiven self. 

 

Compassion, forgiveness, and personal responsibility all seem to me to be the way to 

live a Christ-like life.  It is my responsibility to love God and love my neighbor and to 

let God be the judge. 

 

Again, I am thankful that this small stand-alone story was preserved for us in a time 

such as this, when the world needs our actions of love, compassion, and responsible 

reactions so very much! 

 

Prayer: 

O God, please give me the grace to act with love and compassion in my daily life.  

Let me see my faults and my lack of understanding in my dealings with the people 

I meet.  Help me be a true disciple of Christ at all times.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  

Amen. 

 

Sandra Ann Craig 



 

Saturday March 7, 2020 

  

Psalm 62: 1-2; Psalm 121: 8 

 

Meditation: 

We recently learned that the largest religion or denomination of the people who 

reside in the West End of Hartford is “Unchurched”, meaning they are not 

affiliated with any religion or denomination. I have frequently encountered this, 

especially in younger people. They don’t trust organized religion because of the 

perceived conflicts and abuses within many religious institutions. It’s off-putting. 

They would prefer to avoid us. They may or may not have a spiritual life, but they 

don’t want it channeled through organized religion. But primarily they rely only on 

themselves, on their own ego and feelings of self-worth, and their material 

possessions, to sustain them in times of trouble. 

 

This is a weak foundation. It applies to not only the younger generations but also 

too many older people who have been financially successful. They put their trust in 

the material things of their lives. But of what use are those things when they face 

personal crises for which money is not the solution? They have nothing to fall back 

on. They have no spiritual foundation. 

 

The Lord is my strong foundation. As the years pass, I’ve become aware that my 

material possessions cannot sustain me through personal and health challenges or 

the inevitable. They are not my “bridge over troubled waters.” Only the Lord is my 

rock and strength to fall back on in difficult times. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, be my rock and salvation. May I make disciples for Jesus Christ that can help 

others find Your path which sustains them in difficult times. Amen. 

 

Kevin Loveland 
  



 

2
nd

 Sunday in Lent March 8, 2020 

  

Matthew 4: 1-2 

 

Meditation: 

The season of Lent begins with Jesus in the wilderness being tempted by the devil. 

But consider the dramatic event that came before; Jesus was baptized by John, the 

dove descended on Him and God proclaimed; “This is My Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased.”  In her book, Bread of Angels, The Rev. Barbara Brown 

Taylor, wrote a sermon that provided me insights as to why Jesus’ was spirited off 

into the wilderness and released to the devil. 

 

She stated that the dove that descended on Jesus at His baptism became the guide 

bird that led Him into the wilderness.  Jesus had to be examined as to how He as 

God’s Beloved, would behave, speak, do, oppose or stand for. The devil was His 

assigned examiner, in the harshest of place and physical condition. Rev. Brown 

Taylor recalled her own experience in a dessert. The quiet, loneliness and pesky 

flies, a far cry to Jesus’ plight.  Jesus was extremely vulnerable but He passed 

every test and proven worthy of His fathers’ proclamation. 

   

My challenge:  how do I handle my vulnerability-my wilderness? And if Jesus, 

God’s beloved was tested, who am I to be exempt?  Jesus’ example has assured me 

that if I endure my tests, I would be who God declared me to be; His Child, created 

in His image. 

 

Prayer: 

Blessed assurance,   thank You Lord!  Amen. 

 

Beverley Nepaul 
 

  



 

Monday March 9, 2020 

  

Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

 

Meditation: 

“I will make a new covenant with Israel . . . I will set my law within them and write 

it on their hearts . . . No longer need they teach one another to know the Lord; all 

of them, high and low alike, shall know me”. 

 

The above verse tugs at my heart.  Think about it.  The law, written in your heart, 

our hearts!  What does that mean?  My mind immediately jumps to Jesus.  We talk 

about accepting Jesus into our hearts.  Jesus in our hearts. Is this a new covenant 

for us?  Does this mean that with Jesus in our hearts we need no longer worry 

about the ins and outs of the law, the intricate details as outlined in those first 

books of the Bible? I think it does.  Jesus taught us a lot about God’s love for us, 

about loving and caring for those who need our help, and for respecting people 

who are different from us.   This knowledge of the love of God within our hearts, I 

believe, will help us do the right thing when it comes to dealing with other people 

and the challenges of life.   This knowledge will help us to do justice, love mercy 

and walk humbly with God (Micah 6: 8). 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, come into our hearts and lead us in Your loving ways. Amen. 

 

Steve Derby 
 

  



 

Tuesday March 10, 2020 

  

Galatians 3:2-4 

 

Meditation: 

We have all been troubled by the recent struggles within the United Methodist 

Church. We are familiar with the issues.  Regardless of personal perspective, it 

hurts to see the church tearing at itself to find the right path forward. Is our church 

big enough to get beyond our politics? Only time will tell if our corporate church 

will survive. 

 

I consider myself very fortunate to have been raised in this church and church 

community. I have been taught by some truly brilliant Christians. Some have been 

scholars and some have just simply inspired. Looking back on the many lessons I 

have learned, I believe that the current struggle is a distraction to what we are, and 

what we should be. 

 

Yes, we do have many differences in our personal perspectives and philosophies. I 

think the resolution is close at hand. I think the genesis is found in the New 

Testament. Simply put, Christ Jesus walked the earth. Christ demonstrated that the 

path to God is love. 

 

If we can truly focus on our love of God, we will have little room left for personal 

bias. Love first... Give your love to God and the rest will work itself out. 

 

Prayer: 

Loving  God, let us live as close to the Good Shepherd as we can. Feel the safety 

and warmth of the Shepherd’s love for us. Help us to look for, learn from and 

identify with the Christians in our lives. Amen. 

 

Colin Craig 
  



 

Wednesday March 11, 2020 

  

John 3 

 

Meditation: 

When I reflect upon God and His Son Jesus Christ, I think of one word: LOVE. 

God’s love is shown in all of creation. You see it in the earth, the universe and 

mankind. Just the other day I was watching a bald eagle. The eagle was soaring 

above, near where I had parked my car. I watched as the creature was flying so 

majestically. When I look at all God has created I see His love all around. He made 

our planet so intricately, like an artist with a canvas and paint, so many bright 

colors. I was reminded of the words written by Cecil Frances Alexander. She wrote 

the words to a children's hymn. Those words describe the home that God gave us, 

“All things bright and beautiful. All creatures great and small all things wise and 

wonderful, the Lord God made them all.” 

 

Every creation and every creature was made with His love. You see it in the 

autumn leaves during the fall or even in the faces of our favorite pets; and the 

smiles of children. God truly loves us and He loved us so much that He sent his 

Son to be crucified for our transgressions.  John 3:16-17 tells us of that love. “For 

God so loved the world so much that he gave His one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent His 

Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through Him.” 

 

Prayer: 

Thank you gracious and loving God for all you have given. Give us the wisdom to 

care for your creation.  Give us the heart to show love as you have shown. Give us 

the insight to know your Word and to proclaim it; through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 

Julia Sollars 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday March 12, 2020 

  

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

 

Meditation: 

Ho, hum?  We all know the Parable of the Sower of the Seeds – and what 

happened to those seeds.  A nice story for kids?   

 

Thankfully, Jesus unraveled this parable for His disciples in verses 18-23.  We are 

lucky to have these next verses because often times it is us who are the ones that 

look and don’t see, and while hearing and don’t listen.  I believe that this parable 

isn’t just a cute story for children, it is really, really important for us all. 

 

A long time ago and for a long time, I was an engineer.  I learned that very small 

actions can affect very large things. For instance, the idea that a butterfly flapping 

its wings on a boulder here could change the weather in China.  That seems such a 

stupid idea, but it is really true!   

 

It’s the little things that we, each an insignificant seed, contributes mightily to 

God’s Kingdom; just by being God’s person in what we do and with whom we 

deal.  What we do bears fruit – Jesus says a hundred fold.  

 

That gives me courage to be God’s person and not worry too much about what I 

am going to do to enable the changes that our society needs to make.  Jesus is 

telling me that those things I do are passed on and multiplied many times – I just 

need to be sure to care for as many as I can in His name and stand true to be 

counted in the place I stand. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, I pray that You help me find the strength and the wisdom to be a good and 

viable seed, so that the harvest of my actions is a worthwhile contribution to Your 

Kingdom and your goal here on earth. Amen. 

 

Harold Craig 
  



 

Friday March 13, 2020 

  

John 8: 1-12 

 

Meditation: 

A woman caught in the act of adultery, sentenced to be stoned according to the 

Law of Moses, was brought to Jesus to tempt Him. Jesus said, anyone without sin 

should cast the first stone, and He bent down. He later straightened up and found 

all had left but the woman. Jesus said to her, neither do I condemn thee; Go and sin 

no more. 

 

When we run to Jesus for help and He saves us, we can no longer remain who we 

were before. We become His followers with choices: to obey and depend on Him 

or not. When I think of the many ways we could not, I thank God for His mercies 

(Psalm 51), His grace and use The Holy Bible to guide me. When I obey, believe 

and begin to trust God more, faith comes in. I read about God’s faithfulness to us 

which helps my faith grow. God’s blessings can become overwhelming with faith. 

I use Psalm 51 as a refuge when it became clear that sinless living is impossible for 

humans. The Bible scriptures I had memorized while at a mission school for girls 

became useful in later years, in many places and at many times. 

 

And now, I manage my sin by loving others. Love creates empathy. It is the light 

that helps me see the joy and misery in others, poor or wealthy, and drives me to be 

helpful. Jesus showed love to this woman and did not condemn her. Instead, He 

commanded her to go and sin no more. Let’s obey Jesus’ command. 

 

Prayer: 

Psalm 51: Have mercy upon me, O God. Amen. 

 

Meletha Peters 
 

  



 

Saturday March 14, 2020 

  

Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24 

 

Meditation: 

This is a glorious song about the grandeur of God, and of His knowledge of each of 

us as individuals.  I was drawn to its message when I first read the verses 9 and 10, 

“If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even 

there Your hand shall hold me fast.”  

 

These words have supported me my entire adult life.  When I graduated from 

college and left my Idaho home to come to Connecticut as a bride, I started an 

adventurous life away from my tight knit greater family, a church home and a well 

known small town community.  My only means of communication with my known 

world was handwritten letters and very rare expensive telephone calls.  Indeed, I 

often felt I had taken “the wings of the morning” and settled in a very faraway 

place.  To know that no matter where I went, I had God with me to give me love 

and support as I found my way through life. This has been and continues to be a 

blessing of such magnitude; it is impossible to fathom. 

 

It has been my experience in life that as long as faith in God holds strong, I can 

find my way through the challenges, joys, burdens and growing that comes to me 

each day.  In my mind’s eye, I see that clear morning when I take my wings and fly 

to whatever adventure God assigns to me for the day. 

 

Don’t get me wrong.  I often grumble and fret at the task, but deep down in my 

soul, I know God will see me through if I try to do His will. 

 

Prayer: 

O God, Thank You for Your guidance and care as I go through today.  Let me soar 

on wings of joy in service to You so that my rest at the end of the day may be filled 

with satisfaction and not regret. Keep me in Your loving care.  In the name of 

Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

 

Sandra Ann Craig 
  



 

3
rd

 Sunday in Lent March 15, 2020 

  
Ephesians 4: 2 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient bearing with one another in love.” 

 

Peter 4:8  

“Above all love each other deeply because love covers a multitude of sins.” 

 

John 15:12  

“My command is this Love each other as I have loved you.” 
 

Meditation: 

I always remember John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”  I’m thankful to God for sending His Son so that we can have 

eternal life. It’s imperative to our lives that we believe and keep the Lord’s 

commandments as a reminder that our life is in the Lord. 

 

To me, love is the greatest of all because it covers a multitude of sins.  God’s 

example by sending His Son to love, teaches us how to love one another. 

 

Prayer: 

We thank You God for setting the example of the true meaning of love.   

You loved us first so we can have eternal life and we also should follow Your 

example by loving each other. Amen. 

 

Janette Riverson 
 

  



 

Monday March 16, 2020 

  

John 1:1-15 

 

Meditation: 

“The words of the Lord are pure words as silver tried in a furnace of earth purified 

seven times.” Psalm 12:6 

 

When the words are taken or preached from the Bible with no adding or 

subtracting from it - it is pure facts. The Word is the greatest God given weapon 

we have to fight against spiritual warfare. It is God’s gift to us to defend ourselves 

against the enemies, it is also considered the best words of encouragement and the 

greatest healing power offered to mankind. 

 

 “Every word of God is flawless; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.” 

Proverb 30:5 

 

Do you remember a time when sitting in the pew listening to the preached word 

and felt the words piercing your soul? It is as if the Pastor is targeting you. Brother 

and Sister, this is a confirmation of 1Peter 1:25 that tells us “The Word of the Lord 

endureth forever, and this is the Word which by the Gospel is preach unto you.” 

 

So never manipulate God’s word to cover your sins or for your own personal 

gratification. Therefore, as believers, put on the full armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-

17). For “the word of God is alive and powerful, and is sharper than any two-

edged sword, cutting between joints and marrow” Hebrew 4:12. Use the Word to 

resist the devil and he shall flee. James 4:7 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, the palmist said let God arise and let His enemies be scattered. 

Let those who hate Him flee before him. Lord, help us to study Your word so that 

it becomes the only weapon we need to fight the devil. Father God, give us Your 

spiritual guidance thru Your Holy Word.  Lord let the Word be a lamp unto our 

feet and the light unto our path during our journey with You. Amen. 

 

Melicu (Tony) Muirhead 
  



 

Tuesday March 17, 2020 

  

Matthew 10:8, 28:18-20 

 

Meditation: 

“God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name, I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name, and in 

Jesus’ name I come to you, to share His love as He told me to.  All power is given 

in Jesus’ name, in earth and heaven in Jesus’ name, and in Jesus’ name I come to 

you, to share His power as He told me to.”
2
 

 

Carol Owens wrote the lyrics and music from this hymn in 1972 using the text 

from the Gospel of Matthew 10:8, 28:18-20 as her inspiration. 

 

I was deeply moved when I first sang the hymn during a morning worship service.  

The tune is easy and the words are powerful.  I read it as a call to action – Jesus 

gave it all for my freedom.  He asks that I demonstrate unconditional love (like 

His) to everyone so that others will know His name.  His love can be shown in 

simple, everyday tasks: a kind word, a friendly smile, saying “thank you,” offering 

a helping hand, talking to a neighbor, and acknowledging a stranger.  I can make a 

positive difference! You can make a positive difference! And together, in Jesus’ 

name, WE can make a difference! 

 

Faith to me is an action word.  I can keep the love of Christ to myself or I can share 

it every day.  We may never know the change that occurs when we give of 

ourselves to others. 

 

The hymn’s refrain sums it up – “He said, ‘Freely, freely you have received, freely, 

freely give.  Go in my name, and because you believe, others will know that I 

live.’”
3
   

 

Susan Powers 
 

  

                                                           
2
 The hymn is found in The United Methodist Hymnal - #389 “Freely, Freely”   

3
 Ibid 



 

Wednesday March 18, 2020 

  

2Timothy 3:16 

 

Meditation: 

The longer one is a Christian, the easier it becomes to forget what it felt like to be 

without God. But many are without the blessings and benefits of His presence in 

their life.  When they need knowledge, guidance, counsel, or hope, they often have 

nowhere to turn to except the world. And while there is helpful information 

available, none of it bears the trustworthiness of the words of God Himself. 

 

Such is the Christian’s blessing-to be the recipient of the Scriptures.  This Book 

(The Holy Bible) contains inspired record of God’s revelation of Himself to 

humanity. It gives answers to the questions that humankind has asked over the 

ages, a timeless source of wisdom and guidance.  As Paul wrote to this protégé 

Timothy, Scripture is useful for teaching, separating us from sin, correcting our 

path, and training us in godliness and righteousness. Where expect the Bible is 

such wisdom to be found in the world? 

 

“The truly wise man is he who always believes 

 the Bible against the opinion of any man.” 

 

Prayer: 

Thank God today for the blessing of His Word in your life.  And renew your 

commitment to meditating on it day and night. 

 

By R. A. Torrey 
(From Turning Point magazine, October 2019) 

Submitted by: Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor 
 

  



 

Thursday March 19, 2020 

  

Romans 8: 1-2 

 

Meditation: 

I SPEAK TO YOU FROM THE DEPTHS OF YOUR BEING. 

 

Hear Me saying soothing words of Peace, assuring you of My Love. Do not listen 

to voices of accusation, for they are not from Me. I speak to you in love tones, 

lifting you up. My Spirit convicts cleanly, without crushing words of shame. Let 

the Spirit take charge of your mind, combing out tangles of deception. Be 

transformed by the truth that I live within you. 

 

The Light of My Presence is shining upon you, in benedictions of Peace. Let My 

Light shine in you; don’t dim it with worries or fears. Holiness is letting Me live 

through you. Since I dwell in you, you are fully equipped to be holy. Pause before 

responding to people or situations, giving My Spirit space to act through you. 

Hasty words and actions leave no room for Me; this is atheistic living. I want to 

inhabit all your moments-gracing your thoughts, words, and behavior.  

 

Jesus Calling by Sarah Young 

 

 

Submitted by: Christine Atkinson 
 

  



 

Friday March 20, 2020 

  

Psalm 91 

 

Meditation: 

As a first-born child, I believe I am consecrated, dedicated to the Lord. Exodus 

13:1 may have referred to all first-born males, call me crazy, but I claim it also as a 

female. Our interpretations of words that apply to all mankind create exclusions. 

Words such as “He, Him, or Man”, do not apply to one gender. The dominant male 

of old left out women from blessings applicable to all humankind.  

 

I believe in the creator God, the Father, God’s Son Jesus; and in the Holy Spirit; I 

believe Jesus was raised from the dead and lives!  

 

The many miracles in my life are proof that He is with me always. Apart from my 

birth, my first miracle happened at age five. The Truck driver didn’t know he hit a 

child and continued to drive until the engine stopped. While he struggled to re-start 

the truck, he heard banging on his door to be told that a child was hit and under his 

truck. He got back in the truck and the engine re-started only to reverse. This kept 

the axle from reaching me. I was pulled from under without being hurt. The key 

point: Before the axle could reach me, the engine stopped. “I will say of the Lord, 

He is my refuge, and my fortress; My God; in Him will I trust.” I live daily with 

this thought.  

 

Prayer: 

I love You Lord. Thank You for Your words of assurance found in Psalm 91. 

Amen. 

 

Meletha Peters 
 

  



 

Saturday March 21, 2020 

  

Amos 5:24 

 “Let justice roll on like many waters,  

and righteousness like an ever-flowing river.” 

 

Meditation: 

I am so very blessed, and yet it is so easy to feel the headwinds in my life that 

challenge me and not the tailwinds that push me along. It’s too easy to think that 

my accomplishments are mine and mine alone, the product of hard work and good 

decisions. In fact, I am an able-bodied White American. I worked hard at school 

and in my jobs, and I am blessed with a good education, a stable family for 

generations, and reasonable mental health.  

 

I started out ahead, very far ahead. My tailwinds of privilege support me in a way 

that I don’t even feel. I can no more take credit for accomplishment than I can for 

the beauty of the zinnias and cosmos in my garden. And yet, it is so easy to feel the 

headwinds blocking my progress, and complain about them. Women still make 80 

cents for every dollar that men do, for example.  

 

Justice is not yet rolling down like waters, but we can chip away at the barriers that 

stop it. 

 

Prayer: 

Holy God, thank You for the blessings that You shower upon me, and help me to 

recognize and appreciate them. Enable me to provide a hand up to others and to 

move the rocks out of the way, unleashing the waters of justice. Amen. 

 

Mary Cockram 
 

  



 

4
th

 Sunday in Lent March 22, 2020 

  

Psalm 31 

 

Meditation: 

For me, I’m able to remember if it wasn’t for God, I wouldn’t have lived thru all of 

the mistakes I did to people and myself.  God was there when I didn’t believe in 

Him 30 years ago. I remembered being robbed and having a gun in my mouth with 

two men ready to pull the trigger.  Miraculously, I was shot in the knee instead and 

lived to tell the story of God’s awesome love and divine protection. God is the 

most loving Father I know.  

 

Despite the troubles I go through or hear in the news, I will continue to pray and 

believe God. 

 

 

 

 

Juanita Williams 
 

  



 

Monday March 23, 2020 

  

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Meditation: 

I, like most others, have gone through some personally turbulent and emotionally 

difficult times in my life. In turning to the Bible, no other scriptures have consoled, 

supported or given me faith more than this one. It has provided concrete verbal 

affirmation of hope through failed relationships (“plans to give you hope”), rescue 

from any real or perceived dangerous situations (“plans not to harm you”), of being 

able to survive financially after job problems (“plans to prosper you”), and finally, 

a security in knowing that a higher power is watching over me, and guiding me to a 

better day (“plans for a future”). 

 

The Bible does speak directly to me: its words have different meanings at different 

times in my life. But instead of thinking that those words are just letters on a page, 

I marvel that those words can transcend time, (over 2,000 years) and STILL 

resonate and have meaning in today’s world, and more importantly, have meaning 

directly for me as I read them. 

 

Each Lenten season, I pray to become closer to being who God would have me be. 

There are many other Bible verses that can guide me in that, and I bookmark and 

note them,-- but in the end, at the beginning and close of each day, I recite this 

verse which gives me hope and continued faith in my God. So much so, that I have 

a plaque of this verse on my wall so that it is the first thing I see each day. I hope 

each of you can also find one verse in the Bible that “speaks to you” in such a way. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, thank You for sending out Your word so clearly that even I have heard 

it.  For these 40 special days, may our hearts be open to Your guidance in our lives. 

May Your Word through the Bible, continue to be a source of hope, rescue, 

security and inspiration to me and all others who seek You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Christine Wallace 
  



 

Tuesday March 24, 2020 

  

 

 

Meditation: 

One of my favorite devotions from the book Jesus Calling by Sarah Young. 

 

I AM THE FIRM FOUNDATION on which you can dance and sing and celebrate 

My Presence. 

 

This is My high and holy calling for you; receive it as a precious gift. 

 

Glorifying and enjoying Me is a higher priority than maintaining a tidy, structured 

life. 

 

Give up your striving to keep everything under control---an impossible task and a 

waste of precious energy. 

 

My Guidance for each of my children is unique.  That’s why listening to me is so 

vital for your well-being. 

 

Let me prepare you for the day that awaits you and point you in the right direction.  

I am with you continually, 

 

So don’t be intimidated by fear.  Though it stalks you, it cannot harm you, as long 

as you cling to My hand. 

 

Prayer: 

Keep Your eyes on Me, enjoying Peace in My Presence. Amen. 

 

Marcia Ramos 
 

  



 

Wednesday March 25, 2020 

  

Isaiah 43:19 

 

Meditation: 

I have found leading the Contemporary Praise Choir to be a truly inspirational 

experience. On many occasions, conducting the anthem during the service, I have 

felt the joy just flow through me, an indefinable expression of praise. So it may 

surprise some of you to know that I don't in general particularly care for 

contemporary praise music. 

 

Isaiah 43:19 invites us to embrace what God seeks to make new in us. When we 

willfully pursue only what we find enjoyable, comfortable, or familiar, we can 

become a barren wasteland. But when we are willing open ourselves to the plans 

God has in mind, joy streams through us. 

 

When I was asked to help out with some of the duties of Music Director, no one 

asked me to create a Praise Choir. But many members of our congregation had a 

desire to include contemporary praise music in our services.  Because I had no 

experience in it, or particular affinity for it, I might have overlooked the need. But 

because God is doing a new thing within me, I stepped in where I felt God was 

leading,  

 

After the service one Sunday, one during which I particularly felt this overflowing 

joy in leading the anthem, a choir member told me that although in rehearsal the 

anthem didn't strike her as anything special, as we sang it for the service, her heart 

was overflowing with praise to God. The joy had sprung up within her, as with me. 

During this Lenten season, let us remember to be open to whatever new things God 

may have in store for us. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear God, please help me to be open to Your doing a new thing within me. Amen. 

 

Deanna Swanson 
  



 

Thursday March 26, 2020 

  

 

 

Meditation: 

THE BIBLE IS 

 

The charter of all true liberty. 

The forerunner of all civilization. 

The molder of institutions and governments. 

The fashion of law. 

The secret of national progress. 

The guide of history. 

The ornament and mainspring of literature. 

The inspiration of philosophies. 

The textbook of ethics. 

The soul of all strong heart life. 

The illuminator of superstition. 

The enemy of oppression. 

The uprooter of sin. 

The comfort in sorrow. 

The strength in weakness. 

The pathway out of perplexity. 

The escape from temptation. 

The steadier in the way of power. 

The embodiment of all lofty ideals. 

The begetter of life. 

The promise of the future. 

The star of death’s night. 

The revealer of God. 

The guide, hope, and inspiration of man. 

The compass that points to Heaven. 

—Anonymous 
 

 

Website: https://66bks.com/bible-poems-2/ 

 

 

Submitted by Pastor Rhonda  



 

Friday March 27, 2020 

  

Psalm 136 

 

Meditation: 

Today   marks my birthday, one that I look forward to with much joy and gratitude. 

However, it took one of my husband’s favorite songs to remind me how much I 

have taken for granted.  Sung by the late Jim Reeves “We Thank Thee” is a great 

prayer.   It is a reminder that when I allow gratitude to fill my prayers, I eliminate 

the need to complain.   Below are the first stanza and a recitation of some of God’s 

free gifts.   Feel free to listen to any online site of your choice to hear the entire 

recording. 

 

Prayer: 

We thank Thee each morning for a newborn day 

Where we may work the fields of new mown hay 

We thank Thee for the sunshine 

And the air that we breathe 

Oh Lord we thank thee  

 

The writer continues to enumerate the other gifts that we receive from God which 

are, life sustaining and given without our deserving:  

 

We thank Thee: for the rivers that run all day, for the little birds that sing every 

day, for the trees, the deep blue sea, every flower that blooms, fish that swim, the 

light of the moon, for every day as we kneel and pray that we were born with eyes 

to see these things. Thanks   for the fields, where the clovers   grow, for the 

pastures where the cattle may roam.  We thank thee for they love so pure and free 

Oh Lord we thank Thee.  Amen 

 

Beverley Nepaul 
 

  



 

Saturday March 28, 2020 

  

Habakkuk 3:17-18 

 

Meditation: 

This passage might seem like an unlikely candidate to be in devotional guide that’s 

meant to be “a valuable source of spiritual inspiration and encouragement.” 

 

To me, this is about trusting God no matter what our actual circumstances are. The 

writer describes a situation in which all abundance seems to have disappeared. The 

word YET is the pivot point. No matter what, the writer says, I will REJOICE… I 

will be JOYFUL… not just grin and bear it, but be joyful.  

 

The Life Application Bible says, “Habakkuk’s feelings were not controlled by the 

events around him but by faith in God’s ability to give him strength.” 

 

We see many examples of people in the Bible facing tremendous hardship and 

believing God in the midst of their struggles: Daniel in the lion’s den, Paul in 

prison or shipwrecked, Jesus facing the cross. 

 

One of my faith heroes is Corrie Ten Boom. She was arrested for hiding Jews 

during WWII and interned in a concentration camp. She survived, but her father, 

sister, and nephew did not. Even in that degrading, dehumanizing situation, she 

and her sister led a Bible study in the barracks. They seemed to be saying, YET I 

will rejoice in God my Savior. 

 

Prayer: 

Savior God, our days and our circumstances are in Your hands. We ask You to 

give us strength to face whatever difficulties might come our way, and that we 

would remain faithful — and JOYFUL. No matter what. Amen. 

 

Jane Brubaker 
  



 

5
th

 Sunday in Lent March 29, 2020 

  

John 11:35 

 

Meditation: 

When I was a child, we had to find a Bible verse and recite it each Sunday.  I 

dreaded the job, wasn’t very good at it and spent a lot of time scheming ways to 

find short verses.  Certainly that search wasn’t enlightening – more like 

desperation.  This two word verse was just right.  It didn’t make any sense by itself 

but that was no obstacle. 

 

The other day, I chanced upon this verse again, reading it in context this time.  

What’s important about recording that Jesus wept?  Well, read on.  

 

Jesus’ family gave Him a hard time because He wasn’t around when Mary’s 

brother Lazarus died.  They figured if He had been there He could have saved 

Lazarus.  I think that Jesus wept because His family was so very hurt and 

understood so little about what Jesus was about.  Jesus knew His actions would be 

the final straw for the religious leadership.  They were going to be infuriated.  

 

When Lazarus was raised up, the Pharisees were really upset, knowing that more 

people were going to be listening to Jesus even more.  This act  would upset the 

political balance between the Roman rulers and the religious leadership which the 

priests felt would result in the destruction of their nation.  That was when the high 

priest Caiaphas effectively signed Jesus’ death warrant.   Jesus went away and hid 

out in the country until He determined that he was called to Jerusalem for 

Passover.  You know the rest of it. 

 

Prayer: 

Lord help us also accept the challenges that we face as we share our faith in your 

Kingdom and as we work to do your will.  Be with us, comfort us and lift us up. 

Amen.  

 

Harold Craig 
 

 

 

 

 



Monday March 30, 2020 

  

Psalm 91 

 

Meditation: 

When I joined the church, as a teenager I took great pride in memorizing verses 

and passages from The Bible. One of my very favorites was the 91
st
 Psalm. As a 

teenager, I had a lot of anxiety. Reciting these verses gave me a sense of security 

and a feeling of being protected by an unseen Power. In my younger years, it was 

more of an abstract feeling, like being protected by a mother or father. As I became 

an adult and started studying the Bible seriously, the words became more powerful 

and God became very real to me. Even though I don't fully understand the concept 

of how God exists, I know He does. I have experienced His presence and felt His 

Power many times in my life. I know that I have a God who loves me, who has 

plans for me; a God I can trust, who will never leave me. I experience His love 

through the love of family, my church, the caring of friends, and through prayer. 

“No greater love than this exists.” 

 

At the age of 93, my faith journey continues, and I can say, “He is my refuge and 

strength, my God in whom I trust.” 

 

Prayer: 

Loving God, God of all creation, thank You for Your unconditional love, that 

guides and protects us at all times. Help us to be a witness to that love in all that 

we do and say. Amen. 

 

Cecilia Steven 
 

  



 

Tuesday March 31, 2020 

  

John 3:16-17 

 

Meditation: 

I remember as a child proudly reciting John 3:16-17 from memory. God is love and 

this deep emotion brings about the possibility of redemption, knowing that we have 

an intimate relationship of Father and child. 

 

What a promise! Those without Christ will perish, but those in Christ will have 

eternal life. This comes not from our human efforts or good deeds, but the promise 

is to those who realize that Jesus love reaches down to us, was made possible 

through the payment of Christ and is received by grace through faith alone. God 

voluntarily placed His Son in the body of a man. 

 
“The Greatest Number” 

For God….the greatest Lover 

So Loved….The greatest degree 

The World….the greatest company 

That He gave….the greatest act 

His only begotten Son….the greatest gift 

That whoever….the greatest opportunity 

Believes….the greatest simplicity 

In Him….the greatest attraction 

Should not perish….the greatest promise 

But….the greatest difference 

Have….the greatest certainty 

Everlasting Life….the greatest possession 

By Teddibly Abnormal 

 

Prayer: 

Father, thank You for Your deep love towards me that You sent Your only 

begotten Son, my Savior Jesus Christ to suffer on the cross for my sins to be 

forgiven and that I may live with You forever. I know that I do not deserve Your 

love and yet You have given me unconditional love and grace. Help me to show 

love to those that are lovable and also to those that lash out through pain and anger, 

disappointment or loss. May the love of Jesus be in me to distribute to all whom I 

come in contact, in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

Heather Muirhead 



 

 

Wednesday April 1, 2020 

“Supreme Power” 

 

Our God is supreme Power 

Our God is the ruler of the skies 

Our God is ever gracious 

Our God is ever so wise 

Lord all our time is in Your Hand 

All events is at Your command 

 

Trust in God 

When you trust in God, His power is not a danger 

It is a comfort, it’s free 

When you trust in God, He is all you ever want to be 

 

Trust in God when dark doubt’s attacks you 

Trust in God when your strength is small 

Trust in God when to simply trust in God 

That can be the hardest thing of all 

 

Trust in God 

When you trust in God, His power is not a danger 

It is a comfort, it’s free 

When you trust in God, He is all you ever want to be 

 

Use now the rod that is in your hand 

Count not your talent small 

God never ask of us to do great things 

Faithfulness in God, that’s all 

 

Trust in God 

When you trust in God, His power is not a danger 

It is a comfort, it’s free 

When you trust in God, He is all you ever need to be 

 

Written By: Otis Cox, Church Member 
 

  



 

Thursday April 2, 2020 

  

Luke 16:1-18 

 

Meditation: 

After reading Luke, and other materials about the text, I have meditated a bit about 

how people use other people’s property for their own gain. I can relate to the 

Parable of the Shrewd Manager. In our competitive world, many clever (or 

shrewd) people follow the example as discussed in the parable. According to the 

text, the manager was required to report to the rich man and account for the 

management of the rich man’s affairs.  

 

Fearing the grim prospect of losing his job and his inability to perform manual 

labor or beg for a living, the manager hatched a plan to gain favor of others by 

using the rich man’s property to secure a promising future for himself. The rich 

man, when he learned of the manager’s activities (a total failure to meet his 

fiduciary responsibility, I think you agree), praised the manager for his shrewdness 

and for going to those who were indebted to him and writing their debt in one case 

by half.  

 

In our time, the manager’s behavior would be considered a crime. But then again, 

we find banks and other institutions getting away with similar activities. Like the 

rich man, we praise these institutions for their shrewdness: their ability to use other 

people’s money for the benefit of their companies, and their investors. 

 

Prayer: 

I pray our shrewdness will not only be praised by man but also by God. 

 

Paulette Dupree 
 

  



 

Friday April 3, 2020 

  

Psalm 39:1; James 3:1-12 

 

Meditation: 

The tongue is a strange thing. It can be used two ways. It can be used to speak 

kindness and it can be used to speak very harsh words. We can use it to defile God.  

Our tongue can also cause us to sin with our words. In Psalm 39:1, the writer 

states, “I said, I will take heed to my ways that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep 

my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.” There are a lot of wicked 

people out there that I’ve encountered. Most of the time when I encounter such 

folk, I don’t know what to say to them because I’m concerned that if I tell someone 

the wrong thing, something will happen to me. 

 

Yes, I’ll admit that my mouth can be a little bit vile at times. I have been trying to 

stop sinning with my tongue, but it is hard.  All of us find ourselves using words 

that are not pleasant at times, but what can we do?  

 

The book of James 3:6-8 talks about taming the tongue. It says: “the tongue is a 

fire that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set 

on fire by hell and that no man can tame the tongue.  It is an unruly evil, full of 

deadly poison.”  

 

What we can do? Stop using God’s name in vain and control our tongue. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, help to contain my tongue so I can have a peaceful life. Let the words 

of my mouth be about you and not words of evil.  Amen. 

 

Salvatore Pinna 
 

  



 

Saturday April 4, 2020 

  

John 15: 12-13 

 

Meditation: 

God has taught us to love, as he has loved you. Yet we are so quick to spread hate 

to one another. Because of this: it causes war, violence and ruined relationships. 

Instead we should do as we are taught to do, that’s the only way we will see 

positive changes in this world and in our everyday relationships. We may not see 

eye to eye on every matter, but that doesn’t need to be the end of everything. 

Because love can surpass all issues, create unity, and tie us together. 

 

Prayer: 

Gracious and loving God, fill our hearts with love and compassion. Give us the 

strength, the courage to love one another as you have love and taught us. That even 

after the season of Lent, we will continue to show compassion to those who are in 

need, and help them as much as we can to the best to our ability.    Amen. 

 

Aisha Connor 
 

  



Palm/Passion Sunday April 5, 2020 

  

Matthew 21:8-11 

 

Meditation: 

Just imagine: Crowds everywhere - people shouting and waving palm branches and 

spreading them on the road as they witness the triumphal entry of Jesus into 

Jerusalem.  The thick excitement in the air was a cause for celebration for those 

who were present, but why it wouldn’t be? The people were looking for a political 

messiah/warrior king who would challenge and tear down the oppressive systems 

placed upon them by the Roman government and the Jewish religious leaders. And 

so, when the people saw Jesus coming into Jerusalem, they must have thought to 

themselves: surely this is the one who will save us. 

 

Yet, in the midst of all that excitement, the same people who waved their palms as 

a sign of victory, triumph, peace, and eternal life, suffered from selective amnesia 

the following week when they stood in another crowd and shouted “Crucify Him”. 

In psychological terms, one would say that’s human nature. One minute we’re 

praising and worshipping the Lord, and in the next, we are saying crucify Him 

when it is us who are not obedient to His Holy Word. 

 

There are several Bible passages that tell of people who celebrated God one minute 

and by the next minute, despised Him. When I reflect upon this particular 

scripture, I can’t but help think of the times when I was fickle and disobedient to 

God, both consciously and unconsciously.  How many times have I been caught 

waving the palm branches in one hand and a nail in the other? It is in that moment, 

I hear the Bible speak to me and my faith shouting, “Oh, Lord have mercy on me!” 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, thank You for the opportunity to experience the wonder of who You are in 

our lives through Your Holy Word. May we always wave our palms in season and 

out of season, never turning away from You, but always pressing towards the mark 

that is higher than us. Amen.      

 

Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor 
  



 

Monday April 6, 2020 

  

1Chronicles 16:34 

 

Meditation: 

I was lost many years ago. Trying to figure how I’m going to raise and provide 

from my 9 year old daughter.  And, out of the mouths of babes, my daughter said 

to me, “Dad, we need to find a church.” So, we began our search, which lead us to 

UMC of Hartford.  There we found a loving, welcoming atmosphere, leading my 

daughter to say, “Dad, I like it here.”  Twelve years later, the love and thankfulness 

still abounds – my daughter graduates from UCONN this year. 

 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for picking me up when I fell, wiping my tears when I 

cried and shown me the light when all I saw was darkness.  I ask that you continue 

to guide me on my journey.  In Christ name I pray. Amen. 

 

Galen Starling 
 

  



 

Tuesday April 7, 2020 

  

Psalm 111 

 

Meditation: 

My mother had a dream. Someone said to her “I am giving you back what you 

gave to me.” She didn’t know what to make of it until a few hours return flight 

home turned into almost two days flight. The search and rescue team found all the 

passengers on this flight seriously bruised but okay in the midst of a dense forest. I 

arrived home the following morning. 

 

 I see now how faith comes easily to some more than others. It grows with 

dependency on God. The plane we travelled in was out of gas, and should have 

exploded in the air. When the pilot noticed the problem and fearing explosion, he 

made us all jump out of the plane before it touched any surface. Safely on land, the 

pilot inspected the crumbled plane, joined us and asked if anyone among us knew 

God. Then added “we should’ve all burned with the plane in the air, it ran out of 

gas.” What a miraculous experience! I was about to graduate college and fly to be 

with my father who was on an assignment and couldn’t leave to attend my 

graduation. That week of my trip was busy and planes were fully booked with the 

country’s ongoing celebrations of the president’s birthday. Mother prayed for my 

safe travel in spite of her disapproval for me to travel at that time. I know she 

prayed more after I left. 

 

I don’t remember anyone praying after the accident, not even after the Pilot’s 

statement. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, many times things happen to get our attention but we still don’t get it. 

Instill your wisdom into us to know when you are at work in us and in the world. 

And with a humble and contrite heart, may we give you the praise always. Amen 

 

Meletha Peters 
 

  



 

Wednesday April 8, 2020 

  

Psalm 46 

 

Meditation: 

The great hymns of the church are my favorite music. They bring meaning to the 

worship experience. The Protestant church is fortunate that Martin Luther (1483-

1546) was the leader of the Reformation. He was a monk, a teacher at Wittenberg 

University and deeply thoughtful and faithful. He broke with the Roman Church 

due to corruption. He translated the Bible into German and encouraged his 

congregations to read the Bible (which the Roman Church prohibited). He also set 

the tone of fine music in worship. Being skilled in composing both text and music, 

he emphasized congregational singing in German. 

 

Page 110 in the United Methodist Hymnal, “A Mighty Fortress is our God” is his 

hymn that speaks of God’s strength; “a bulwark never failing.” At the same time he 

clearly warns of the “ancient foe” (evil) whose craft and power have no equal on 

earth. Yet he goes on to say, “The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for 

him, one little word shall fell him.” Why? 

 

“Let goods and Kindred go, this mortal life also. 

The body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still; 

His Kingdom is forever.” 

 

Prayer: 

Once we are able to give ourselves completely to you, O God, nothing can separate 

us. Amen. 

 

Alberta Elliott 
 

  



 

Holy (Maundy) Thursday April 9, 2020 

Meditation: 

The Bible is replete with references to the cost of discipleship. We, as many in 

Jesus’ days who followed, had an expectation of reward not suffering.  But, Jesus 

is clear; He does not want us to follow Him under false pretenses.  I believe Anne 

Bronte and Ignatius of Loyola understood that.   

 

Believe not those who say 

The upward path is smooth; 

Lest thou should stumble in the way, 

And faint before the truth. 

 

It is the only road 

Unto the realm of joy 

But he who seeks 

The bliss above 

Must all His will employ. 

 

To labor and to love, 

To pardon and endure, 

To lift thy heart to God above, 

And keep thy conscience pure, 

Be this thy constant aim, 

Thy hope thy chief delight; 

What matter who should whisper blame 

Or who should scorn or slight, 

 

If but thy God approves, 

And if, within thy breast, 

Thou feel the comfort of His love, 

The earnest of His rest? 

 

-Anne Bronte 

 

Prayer: 

Teach Us, Good Lord, to Toil 

Teach us, good Lord, 

To serve You as You deserve; 

To give and not to count the cost; 

To fight and not to heed the wounds; 

To toil and not for seek for rest; 

To labor and not to ask for any reward 

Except that of knowing that we do Your will. Amen. 

St Ignatius Loyola 

 

Beverley Nepaul 
  



 

Good Friday April 10, 2020 

  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Meditation: 

Before my spiritual journey began, I used to believe that everything and anything I 

wanted, I could get on my own and that I didn’t need help from anyone, no matter 

what it was. I could work and get the money to get what I needed.  This included 

whatever my family needed.  In my mind, I was the father and so, I had to take 

care of them.  There was no praying in my life at all.   

 

Then the bad times started to show up. I lost: my job, my family, and myself.  Life 

had taken a turn for the worst for me.  Seeing now that I knew I could not fix what 

was wrong, I started praying and reading the Bible.  I read 1Thessalonians 5:17 – 

pray without ceasing. I didn’t think God heard me, but He did. And to see my 

prayers being answered was nothing but pure joy to know that God actually heard 

me.  Verse 16 has taught me to “rejoice always” when I pray, no matter what is 

going on in my life. Today, I pray and talk to God as my friend. To see prayers 

being answered is a blessing and comforting. Without God, I am nothing. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear God, thank You for hearing my prayers and answering them to show that You 

are real. I give thanks to You, in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

James L. Leach, Jr. 
 

  



 

Holy Saturday April 11, 2020 

  

Matthew 27:57-61 

 

Meditation: 

These verses in Matthew's gospel tell us that Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for 

the body of Jesus ("went boldly," in Mark 15:42) so that he could bury it.  Joseph 

wrapped Jesus' body in a clean linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb that Joseph had 

prepared for his own eventual burial.  

 

Joseph's actions are included in all 4 gospels.  Matthew tells us that Joseph was a 

rich man from Arimathea who was also a disciple of Jesus.  Mark and Luke say 

that Joseph was a member of the council of religious leaders that had Jesus arrested 

and insisted that Pilate crucify Him and that Joseph "had not agreed to their plan 

and action" (Luke 23:50). John's gospel says that Nicodemus, "who had at first 

come to Jesus by night," joined Joseph in burying Jesus, "bringing a mixture of 

myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds."  Joseph and Nicodemus gave 

Jesus a proper burial according to the Jewish customs at the time. 

 

What an extraordinary act of devotion!  The Gospels don't tell us whether their 

actions were dangerous, but considering Peter's fearful denial of Jesus, they may 

have been.  One commentator states that Joseph was a "secret supporter" of Jesus" 

before the crucifixion."  Few of Jesus' followers were nearby during the 

crucifixion.  Only Jesus' mother, Mary, Mary's sister, Mary Magdalene, and the 

"many women" who "followed Jesus and provided for him" (Matthew 27:55 and 

56; John 19:25) stayed near Jesus to the end.  

 

During this Lenten season, I have considered whether I am faithful enough to act 

boldly and courageously for Jesus.  With God's help, the answer can be "yes." 

 

Prayer: 

Dear God, thank you for your steadfast love and for the gift of your son, Jesus.  

Thank you for the brave devotion of these disciples.  As we remember Jesus' 

suffering and sacrifice, help us to love you enough to spread the good news of our 

faith and to love and serve you boldly. Amen.   

 

Chris Feely 
 

  



Easter Sunday April 12, 2020 

Meditation: 

When I read and meditate on the scripture lessons from the Old Testament and 

New Testament, Easter or what I like to say Resurrection Sunday is the epic 

crescendo within the orchestra of my spiritual life. I’m sure other Christian 

brothers and sisters would also agree. 

 

From the time: God said let there be and it was, when sin entered into the world, 

when the prophets, disciples, and apostles came and spoke boldly the words of God 

all for the sake of humanity, it was none other than God in the person of Jesus 

Christ who made it all possible.  Hallelujah! 

 

Yes, up from the grave Jesus arose! Can you hear the roaring thunder?  Can you 

feel the earth dancing and the heavens clamorously clapping? Mary Magdalene, 

Joanna, Mary-the mother of James, and other woman thought they were going to 

the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body (Luke 24:1-12). However, unbeknownst to them, 

Jesus was not there! 

 

Throughout biblical history, my Savior, our Savior, has faithfully and tirelessly 

fought for our salvation, and have won the battle against Satan on this glorious 

day! 

 

Whatever sin I’ve committed, hardship or challenge I experience, my Bible 

informs my faith by encouraging and reminding me and I hope you as well, that 

Jesus has not only conquered death, but He has us given  new life and a second 

chance. Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayer: 

Almighty God, who through Your only begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death 

and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy 

the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your 

life‑giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Source:  Book of Common 

Prayer, 1979 version, Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA.) 

 

Pastor Rhonda R. Taylor 
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