
 

 

   
 
 

 

 

 

Dear families in Christ, 
 

     I would like to share with you what Paul wrote about God’s calling, “Now 

there are varieties of gifts, but the same spirit; and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in everyone” (1 Cor. 12”4-6). Paul tried 

to tell us that everyone is a gift from God and everyone has a responsibility to 

serve God. Nobody is special; no position is higher than somebody else’s. Some of you might 

think that only pastors are called to be in the ministry. To respond to God’s calling faithfully, 

we are all servants in Jesus’ Name. 

 

     Therefore, let us open our hearts, minds and doors to serve our Lord by our deeds. For 

instance, pray for our worship services, our family members, friends, coworkers, relatives, and 

strangers. Invite your friends and neighbors to come to Sunday’s worship service and to 

participate in different church activities. Take time to visit those who are ill and become 

involved in various ministries. If you can sing, join the choir. If you can play an instrument, 

praise the Lord with your gifts and talent. If you like to bake, donate to the various events that 

offer baked goods. If you have time, visit those who are alone and in need of comfort. I know 

that you can add more to the ministries of our church. 

 

     To be God’s servants means being like Jesus Christ, doing God’s work. I know it will take a 

lot of time to do ministry in addition to doing our jobs and caring for our families. But if we 

spend time to serve God, it will be the most precious time of our lives. Let us bind together and 

follow in Jesus’ steps day after day. Sisters and brothers in Christ, respond to God’s call 

positively…by opening our hearts, minds, and doors. 

 

Have a wonderful autumn! I will see you in church. 

 

Your servant, 

Pastor Jin Ming Ma 

 
 
 
 

From the Desk of Jin Ming 

The Circuit Crier 
  Volume XXIII September & October 2018       Issues 9 & 10 



 
 

 

 
From Jin Ming’s Desk: September & October Scripture 

Readings 
 

September 2: Song of Sol. 2:8-13; Ps. 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72; James 
1:17-27; Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
September 9: Prov. 22:1-2,  8-9, 22-23; Ps. 125 or Ps. 124; James 2:1-
10 (11-13), 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
September 16: Prov. 1:20-33; Ps. 19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
September 23: Prov. 31:10-31; Ps. 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 
9:30-37 
September 30: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Ps. 124; James 5:13-20; 
Mark 9:38-50 
 
 
October 7: Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Ps. 26 or Ps. 25; Heb. 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 
10:2-16 
October 14: Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Ps. 22:1-15; Heb. 4:12-16; Mark 10: 17-
31 
October 21: Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Ps. 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Heb. 5:1-10; 
Mark 10:35-45 
October 28: Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Ps. 34:1-8(19-22); Heb. 7:23-28; Mark 
10:46-52 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

September 

2nd Ginny Munn  

3rd Cody Roberts 

5th Vern Olsen 

12th Carol Harrison 

16th Brett Rebischke-Smith 

18th Anika Rasmussen & Elizabeth Hertlein 

22nd Ian Miranda 

26th Sharon Franzen 

27th Phyllis Sherman & Ming Xiao Zou 

28th Paula White 

 

October 

4th Martha Olsen 

7th Jane Monson 

11th Jan Graham 

14th Gavin McGinnis, Anne Colligan & Beth Kelly 

16th Jin Ming Ma & Kathy Clark 

20th Gaila Palo 

24th Jan Bronson 

29th Bob Yunker 

30th Kyle King 
 

 
 
 



 
 

New members’ spotlight:  Bob and Betty Nichols 

 
This from Betty: “We moved here July 2006 from Sammammish WA, and we have 

been coming to Coupeville since 1976, bringing all our visitors on a ferry ride and Is. 
visit.  Before Sammammiish  we built a house on Mercer Is. and lived in Bellevue.  Bob 

at 82 still works full time with his software development  company--Benchmate.  I 
worked  as an LMHC--Geriatric Mental  Health Specialist.  We have 3 children and 7 

grandchildren and 2 great grandsons.” ~~Bob’s sister Anne Colligan is also a member 
of CUMC! On December 2nd Bob and Betty will celebrate 57 years of wedded bliss! 

 



 
 

 

 
 
When: September 11 at 1 PM 
Program: “The Sacred Space of Sharing Food”” by Val Hillers 
Hostesses: Jan Martin and Beverly Cheek 
(There will be an Executive Meeting in the library at Noon) 

 
When: October 9 at 1 PM  
Program: “Living in the New Climate Paradigm” by Randy Berthold 
Hostesses: Jodi Burcham and Kathleen Anderson 

 
When: October 18 at 10 AM  
What: Executive Committee Program Planning Meeting at Kathleen 
Anderson’s House 

 

 

 
 

September’s Administrative Council Meeting 
 

There will be a meeting of the CUMC Administrative Council on Monday, September 10 at 7 

PM in the church library. Please let Vin Sherman know if you will be unable to attend. 

 



 

 

New Sunday School and worship times 

 

Our fall/winter schedule starts on September 9th, with 

Sunday school at 10 AM (welcome back, kids!), and 

Worship at 11 AM. Spread the word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Neighborhood Emergency Team 

 

A Neighborhood Emergency Team Emergency Response 

Drill will be held in the Fellowship Hall on October 2, 6 

AM – 3:30 PM.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Why UMCOR Sunday? 

 

UMCOR-the United Methodist Committee on Relief is our demonization’s disaster relief program that reaches 

all over the world. We are major players in NVOAD (National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster). I am 

privileged to know and have become friends with the UM representative on the board of this extremely 

important organization. Members include representative from all faiths and non-profits working together to do 

long term disaster relief. 

We provide multiple services when a disaster first strikes and. We are known for first in and last out. You will 

hear on Sunday the 9th about how we helped rebuild in Eastern Washington after the devasting fires.  

Since 2016, the United Methodist Committee on Relief International Disaster Response has partnered with the 

Mines Advisory Group to save lives and ensure a safer future for men, women and children affected by the 

violent conflict in Iraq. Currently, UMCOR is working to clear at least 300 acres of landmines, booby traps and 

other deadly items of unexploded ordnance in the Hamdaniya District. 

In 2017, UMCOR supported its partners dealing with many of the billion-dollar weather and climate disasters 

that impacted the United States. The agency and its network of volunteers responded to 44 disasters and 

helped survivors recovering from floods, wildfires and the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. Kits 

made by and distributed by volunteers truly helped people dealing with these disasters.  

The list goes on and on. The work is done by volunteers, but it takes an administrative team working around the 

clock to organize these volunteers. UMCOR Sunday’s giving from every UMC in the world pays for these costs. 

Our giving to this very important cause allows us to participate in disaster relief even though we can’t rush to 

those areas. Please give generously on September 9th.  

 



 
 

 

And a bit about our organization… 

 
 

Administrative Council – Chairperson: Vin Sherman 
The Administrative Council makes the final decisions about the activities of the church. The Chairpersons of 

each church committee are encouraged to attend the meeting or have another member there to report on their 

functions and recommendations. The meetings are open to all church attendees. 

 

Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations Committee – Chairperson: Jill Usher 
The SPPR is charged with maintaining good communication between the pastor and the congregation; keep in 

the pastor aware of the needs of the congregation; recommending the pastor’s salary to the Administrative 

Council and Charge Conference; supervising the pastor’s needs for continuing education, spiritual growth, 

vacation, and pulpit supply. The Chairperson calls meetings and consults with the pastor and District 

Superintendent and helps coordinate the needs of the church and the departing and arriving pastoral families at 

change-of-appointment moving time. 

 

Finance Committee – Chairperson: Bill Johnson 
All monetary requests to be included in the church’s annual budget shall be submitted to the Finance Committee 

for review and recommendation. The committee compiles an annual budget for the local church and submits it 

to the Administrative Council for review and adoption. The Finance Committee is charged with the 

responsibility of developing and implementing plans to raise sufficient income to meet the budget adopted by 

the Council. The committee guides and oversees the church Treasurer and Finance Secretary. 

 

Trustees Committee – Chairperson: Sandy Johnson 
This committee holds title to and manages the church’s property, including the parsonage, church buildings, and 

grounds. Trustees provide for the security of the church’s funds, keep an accurate record of its’ proceedings. 

The Trustees report to the Administrative Council. 

 

Lay Leader Committee – Chairperson: Rev. Jin Ming Ma 
This Nomination committee establishes all other committee leadership except UMW every fall. It heavily 

depends on members’ willingness to serve the Lord with their talents, time, and commitment. 

 


