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From the Desk of Jin Ming

Dear families in Christ,
Spring is finally here! As we enjoy the beauty of the
spring, summer will arrive quickly.
This year our Greater Northwest Conference, made up of UM churches in the
states of Washington, Oregon, Alaska and Idaho, will meet in its annual conference
from the evening of Wednesday, June 20 through noon Sunday, on June 24. Our
Lay delegate Georgia Gardener and I will attend it in Puyallup, Washington.
The theme this year will continue last year's theme “Do this and you will live”
with an emphasis on the Gospel of Luke, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). In this short exchange with a
legal expert, Jesus explains the why of our faith, and the mission of the church;
the reason Jesus came and died, the reason we follow and love is so that we can
live like living stones to have a truly abundant life.
On our 165th anniversary celebrating morning June 22, we praised our Lord for
the foundation of faith and we gave thanks for all the ministries our ancestors did.
I will keep on challenging us to welcome all and serve the Lord - both in our
church and our community. Our strength and our joy lie in our deep-rooted
capacity for kindness and acceptance, for our love of each other.
Do this and live well.
Pastor, Jin Ming

From Jin Ming’s Desk: May & June Scripture
Readings
May 6th: Acts 10:44-49; Ps. 89(UMH 818); 1 John 5:1-6;
John 15:9-17
May 13th: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Ps. 1 (UMH 738);
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
May 20th: Acts 2:1-21; Ps. 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826);
Rom. 8:22-27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
th
May27 : Isa. 6:1-8; Ps. 29 (UMH 761); Rom. 8:12-17;
John 3:1-17
June 3rd: 1 Sam. 3:1-20; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854);
2 Cor. 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6
June 10th: 1 Sam. 8:4-20 (11:14-15); Ps. 138 (UMH 853);
2 Cor. 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
June 17th: 1 Sam. 15:34-16:13; Ps. 20 or Ps. 72 (UMH 795);
2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4:26-34
th
June 24 : 1 Sam. 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49;
Ps. 9:9-20 (UMH 744); 2 Cor. 6:1-13;
Mark 4:35-41

The Administrative Council Meets on Monday, May
7 at 7 PM in the Library.

Date: May 8
Time: Noon

Annual Salad Luncheon
Program: “Preserving Whidbey Island’s History”, by Rick
Castellano and Sarah Aldrich of our County Museum
Hostesses: Executive Committee

May
1st Clara McGinnis
2nd Craig Anderson
3rd Marjorie Arnberg
4th Lidabeth Hicks
5th Steve Hutchinson
9th Alice Raymond
11th Dana Stone
12th Michael Kelly
13th Baert Simmons
15th Dick Barker and Cheryl Engle
22nd Brett Rebischke-Smith
23rd Don Richardson and Nancy Wilson
24th Stan Anderson
26th Jack Arnberg
28th Gene Clark and Suzanne Wallis

June
6th Jude Barker
11th Brenda Simmons and Darlene Sherman
12th John Waide
15th Bethany Palo
21st Gwen Starcher
22nd Connie Pullen
24th Dick Graham
26th Vin Sherman
27th Helen Ludvigson
29th Alana Hutchinson
30th Doug Smith

New member spotlight: Charlie and Tracy Calvert
“Tracy and I are both Missouri natives, Tracy was born in St. Louis and I was born in
Cape Girardeau a few years before her. Both of us studied Chemistry, Tracy is an
analytical chemist by training and I am a physical organic chemist - we met while
working in Corporate Research at Monsanto Company in St. Louis.
Tracy has a daughter from her first marriage living in St. Louis, two grandsons and a
granddaughter due in July. We have a son together, living in Hartford, CT. For both of
us, most of our family is still in the St. Louis area and we return there to visit whenever
possible.
I wanted to get more on the business side (instead of technical) and got an MBA. That
eventually led us both to the pharmaceutical industry - Tracy on the technical side and
me on the business side and a move to Chicago. Working the career ladder moved us
to Houston, then eastern Connecticut followed by Columbus, Ohio. Tracy retired in
2016 and I am currently unemployed and seriously considering retirement.
We came to know Whidbey Island and Coupeville through many visits with Tracy’s
parents (whom retired to Coupeville a number of years ago and are both now
deceased). We decided that we wanted to eventually land in Coupeville and bought a
house here in 2013 in anticipation of our eventual retirement. As of last November,
we are both here full time and enjoying settling into life in Coupeville.” ~~~Charlie

AARP Smart Driver Course
Coming on May 25!
Time: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Please see contact information for Maddie Rose on the flyer below to sign up
or ask for more information about this course.

Strawberry Social on Saturday, June 30
Live tradition: The Strawberry Social
In 1893, the ice cream soda was declared the “national drink”. The Northern Pacific railway
connected Seattle to the East Coast of the United States; the World Exposition opened in
Chicago and drew over 750,000 people, a new world record, and in Vicksburg, Mississippi,
Coca Cola was sold in bottles. In Coupeville, the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union,(WCTU) was officially 4 years old, having been legally incorporated in the new state of
Washington in 1889. An economic depression shook the nation’s financial core and the
Coupeville Methodist Church burned down.
It would be 26 years before women were granted suffrage and given the semblance of
equality, but the sturdy and practical women of the WCTU graciously extended the use of their
hall to the Methodist Church for Sunday services. But there was one more thing. What to do
about rebuilding the church?
Strawberries.
And so in the summer of 1893, the women of the WCTU, many of them Methodists, organized
and held a Strawberry Festival to help rebuild the church, and in addition, work for suffrage.
The work goes on.
This year on June 30 from 10:00 to 2:00 pm, the Methodist Church will once again engage with
tradition and hold its Strawberry Social. The proceeds will provide continuing support for an
African orphanage, help a medical missionary in Nepal and contribute to the United Methodist
Center of Relief (UMCOR) who are first in and last out in places like Puerto Rico, The US
Virgin Islands, the Florida Keys, Port Arthur, Texas and Montecito, California. We hope you
will come and enjoy strawberries on shortcake, waffles or ice cream, see your friends and
neighbors and engage in an old and honored tradition. See you there! ~~~The Missions
Committee

Please do your part!
We want everyone who enters our church and spends time here to be comfortable. With
separate thermostats in most spaces where folks meet, we can accomplish that pretty
comfortably. But here are some things to remember:
1. Please don’t turn up the heat past what is indicated on a thermostat. If possible, preheat the room for a few minutes before you use it to ensure your comfort.
2. Please turn the heat back down before you leave the church. The recommend
temperature is on most thermostats.
3. Never, ever, adjust the temperature in the Sanctuary, even if you think you know
how the thermostat works. Events such as memorials are planned for and the
thermostat is pre-programmed to accommodate attendees. If you are planning an
event and want the temperature programmed for it, please contact either Sandy
Johnson or Suzanne Wallis and they will program the temperature for you.

