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Magazine 
SERVING THE LORD 
The congregation of the Coupeville United Methodist Church is filled with those who seek to serve.  
From local missions to global missions, our hands are busy at work.   
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Women in the Congo, Carmen 

Breaking Ground for Boys and Girls Club 
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Upcoming Joys 

SENDING TO MINISTRY 
Sunday, May 15th we will celebrate the sending forth 
into ministry CUMC’s candidate Clynton Easley.  

Clynton will be our 
presider in worship 
before being our special 
guest at the first BBQ 
and Potluck of the 
season.  Clynton will 
graduate from SPU in 
June and begin his 
ministry as a Local 
Pastor assigned to 

Fruitland UMC in Idaho on July 1, 2022.   

JESUS FEET ON THE GROUND 
Mark your calendars for June 5th, when we have a 

special Mission Sunday!  As we observe Pentecost 
and the sending of the disciples, we also celebrate the 
good work of Coupeville UMC and opportunities 
for more good work ahead!  Thanks to Carmen and 
the mission team for all their encouragement in 
ministry. 

UPCOMING NUPTIALS 
Immediately following Eastertide, CUMC will be 

holding the Wedding of returning member Jo Clark 
and her fiancé Austin Smith on Saturday, June 25th.

Path Forward 
LET’S TALK:  COME FOR THE COFFEE,  
STAY FOR THE CONVERSATION 

Let’s come together to talk about some 
important “STUFF” in a relaxed way: 

Denomination Split – Vacant Lot                
Return of Senior Resource Lunches 

Thursday May 12th and May 19th 3-5 PM 
Opportunity to share thoughts, ask questions, 

and of course drink coffee in the Fellowship Hall. 
All are welcome to participate, or just listen in. 

 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE COMING UP 

June is right around the corner and once again 
our PNWUMC Annual Conference will be held 
primarily online.  There is information on the 
bulletin board near the fellowship hall for anyone 
interested in how people can participate.  The 
congregation’s representative is Jill Usher as Lay 
Leader and Pastor Lisa Connolley.  Please let them 
know of anything you feel is important to take to 
this regional meeting of United Methodists.  We will 
post more information as it comes in. 

.  
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CALENDAR 
May 
SUNDAYS 
1   Native American Sunday 
8    Mother’s Day 
15  Potluck Sunday honor Easley 
22  Heritage Sunday 
❖ 10 – 11 AM Adult Lectionary 

Study 
❖ 11 AM Worship 

MONDAYS 
2    Ad Council Meeting 
16  Quilters on the Rock 
30  Memorial Day 
❖ 8:30 – 9: 00 AM 

Exercise Group 
❖ 9AM Sewing 

Group 

TUESDAYS 
10  12 PM United Women in 

Faith Salad Potluck Luncheon 

WEDNESDAYS 

4    Historic Committee 
Education Opportunity 

❖ 8:30 – 9: 00 AM Exercise 
Group 

❖ 10 AM Knitting Group 
❖ 6:30 – 8:00 PM Coupeville 

Lions Club

THURSDAYS 
5 National Day of Prayer  
 12 – 1 PM Island Co. 
Courthouse 
12, 19, 26 Talking the Path 
Forward 
❖ 6:30 PM Choir Practice 

FRIDAYS 

❖ 8:30 – 9: 00 AM Exercise 
Group 

JUNE 
5 Pentecost Sunday 
5 Mission Sunday 
12 Trinity Sunday 
12 Grad Recognition 
14 UWF Monthly Meeting 
19 Father’s Day 
19 Juneteenth 
25  Jo Clark’s Wedding

JOYS IN MAY 
1 Kendall Parrett 
2 Craig Anderson 
 Jan & Dick Graham 

Anniversary  
3 Carol Thie 
 Marjorie Arnberg 
5 Steve Hutchinson 
9 Alice Raymond 
11 Dana Stone  
13 Baert Simmons 
15 Cheryl Engle 
20 Shirley Mathieson 
22 Brett Rebischke-Smith 
23 Nancy Wilson 
24 Stan Anderson 
 Thomas Chau 
28 Gene Clark 
 Suzanne Wallis 
30 Len Hoselton  

Easter Altar 2022 
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WORD FROM LISA 
By Pastor Lisa Connolley  

Mission is at the heart of being a Christian; 
Jesus calls us out of our comfort zones to love 
one another in many ways.  In his teachings, he 
instructed people to give to the poor, heal the 
sick, to care for widows and orphans.  Jesus also 
called us to spread the good news, to be witnesses 
by how we lived our lives of faith and set the 
captives free. 

This congregation has a rich tradition of 
embracing so many aspects of this good work for 
the people of our town, island, and world.  More 
than a social club you will see witnessed in the 
stories through the church’s history places where 
the people stepped out and stepped up to meet 
the needs of those around us. 

As we look forward to where God is calling us 
during times of change – a world with yet 
another war, a pandemic that will linger, and a 
denomination divided – we can rest assured the 
world has seen all these things before and the 
people of God continued on.  Our task is to ask 
ourselves how do we celebrate what we have 
done, give credence to what we are doing now, 
and have a hope for the future with our God 
whose loving Spirit carries us through mission in 
Jesus’ name into the world. 

As we look toward the path forward how do 
we see mission in new ways through 
opportunities to connect with others to share the 
load, build relations, and provide resources to 
those in need, even if our resources drop?  How 
do we stand with brothers and sisters of diverse 
needs and abilities to ensure God’s witness of 
love and compassion and hold our own needs 
gently, with grace?   Can we share some of our 
non-monetary resources and accept the resources 
of others when we have need?   

The early Christians were not wealthy, yet 
they shared all in common so that there was 
enough for all.  They witnessed not only with the 
word of Jesus but were His feet and hands in 
service to the world after the resurrection.  
Coupeville UMC through its history has had the 
opportunity to continue that tradition and will 
be able to do so into eternity with the grace of 
God, THANKS BE TO GOD!  We are 
answering Easter’s resurrection call. 
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UMC NEWS 

LAY LEADER CORNER 
We had lots of 

showers in April so I 
am confident that the 
flowers will be 
beautiful in May.  As 
we tiptoe hopefully 
out of the COVID 
restrictions we are 
still focused on our 
path forward.  It is so 
wonderful to be back in fellowship at the coffee 
hour.  Additionally, we have more things to look 
forward to including the return of the Senior 
Services lunches and programs.  The lunches should 
be starting in a couple of months if all goes well.  I 
know many of you missed those Wednesday 
gatherings.   

Also, the Pastor will be leading two opportunities 
to talk about the future of the United Methodist 
Church and the impending breakaway of a newly 
formed Global Methodist Church.  We’ll also talk 
about ideas for the use of our beloved Coupeville 
United Methodist Church for our mission of 
community service including the potential use of 
two vacant lots the Church owns.  The informal 
meetings will be at 3:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 12th 
and Thursday, May 19th at the church.  This will be a 
time to clarify issues and talk about anything else 
that may be on your mind.   I will see you there. 

Jill Usher  
Lay Leader 
jillusher@comcast.net 
360-678-0641 

ADMIN COUNCIL 

The church committees have been active and 
productive this spring, fulfilling their missions.  For 
the May meeting, leaders are asked to summarize 
their remarks, so more time can be devoted to an 
item that will be presented by the finance 
committee.   

While only members of the Admin Council have 
a vote, anyone is able to attend and have a voice.  
Since the meeting will be held via Zoom, please 
contact Eve for a link to the meeting.    

eveparrish@comcast.net 
Eve Parrish 
Chair, Administrative Council 

TRUSTEES 
I would like to thank my awesome Trustees who 

have been willing and able to help clean (vacuum, 
bathrooms, taking out the trash) as we wait to hire a 
custodian.  As we enter back into the world of 
meeting face to face, sharing a table at fellowship 
with a plate of goodies and making messes, causing 
lots and lots of garbage or even (oh my goodness) 
tracking in dirt, the Trustees have decided to take 
care of all our messes.   

Next time you see a Trustee, thank them for 
tidying up the church and making sure there is 
enough toilet paper, paper towels, or a well-
vacuumed sanctuary to enjoy Pastor's service. 

Sandra Johnson 
Chair, Trustees 

  

mailto:jillusher@comcast.net
mailto:eveparrish@comcast.net


 

 

 
Coupeville UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 6 

FINANCIALS 
As of mid-April, the financials are as follows: 

Year To date:   
Income: +$75,565 
Expenses: - $57,709 
Difference: +$17,856 
Non-Pledges: +$9,730 to budget 
Pledges: +$13,206 to budget 
Total Added: 

+$22, 936  to budget.  
Treasurer Scott Cole adds “As of 
today, we are doing well.” 
Sharon Franzen, 
Chair, Finance Committee 

HISTORY COMMITTEE 
The History Committee is beginning to meet 

again, and we are kicking off our work of restoring 
and preserving our history by meeting with our 
Island County Historical Museum’s archivist Indie 
O’Sidhe on May 4 at 2 PM in the church Fellowship 
Hall. 

If you have an interest in our church history and 
would like to help preserve it, please join us.  

Connie Tripp 
History Committee Chair 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
A reminder that funds are still needed for 

Ukraine. Sadly this is an ongoing need. Make your 
checks out to CUMC and note Ukraine in the 
memo line. We are so fortunate not to be living in 
fear or in a refugee camp. We can offer help through 
others who are there and can help in some small way. 
You will be doubly rewarded. 

Our United Women of Faith (UWF are 
continuing their support for Days for Girls 
(www.daysforgirls.org) an organization that provides 
menstrual care products to women and teen 
girls.  The current focus of Days for Girls is to 
provide reusable menstrual products to Ukrainian 
women who have been forced from their homes. You 
can make your contribution to CUMC, noting that 
the donation is for Days for Girls. United Women in 
Faith (UWF) are also donating a portion of the 
bazaar proceeds to this effort to assist displaced 
women and teen girls. It is the committee’s hope that 
you will support them with your donations and 
prayers. 

Mission Sunday has been changed to Pentecost, 
June 5th, so don’t miss out. We should be free of all 
COVID restrictions that day. We hope you will fill 
the pews and enjoy our presentation. 

Mark your calendars for the Strawberry Social 
scheduled for July 2 with all your favorites—sundaes, 
waffles, and shortcakes. We will need your 
help.  Volunteer signup will begin in late May. 

Carmen McFadyen 

Chair, Missions Committee 
  

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
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FELLOWSHIP 
The Fellowship Committee is putting on a Picnic 

Potluck after Church Service on May 15.  They will 
be providing hotdogs and hamburgers, with all the 
fixings, as the main meal, with a large cake as the 
main dessert.  The fellowship committee is asking for 
volunteers to cover the side dishes.  The signup sheet 
will be available in the Narthex.   

The fellowship committee also recommends 
wearing picnic clothes, as a precaution.   

Kathleen Flower 
Chair, Fellowship Committee 

CHOIR 
Make a Joyful noise to the Lord! 

The choir is always looking for new members.  
Even if you don’t believe yourself to be a good singer, 
consider joining the choir anyway.  They meet every 
Thursday at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary.   

David Howell 
Music Director 

WORSHIP 
After a busy Holy Week, we are looking forward 

to having Clynton Easley preside over the service on 
May 15. Other notable upcoming Worship services 
include Pentecost/Mission Sunday on June 5, and 
Grad Recognition Sunday on June 12.  

Carol Harrison 
Chair, Worship Committee 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
The UWF May Luncheon is back, this year as a 

Salad Potluck. The luncheon will be held on May 10 
at 12 PM.  Questions about the luncheon should be 
directed to Judy Good or Val Hillers.   

The UWF is asking for empty and clean Jelly 
Jars, especially those bought at the Christmas bazaar.  
Otherwise, small Ball and Mason jars with the two-
part tops are desired. With Summer just around the 
corner, jelly and jam-making will soon take place.  
These jars will be reused for jams and jellies for the 
2022 Christmas Bazaar.   

If you are not planning to attend any UWF 
monthly meetings, empty jars can be dropped off in 
the office on Sundays and during office hours 
Monday – Thursday 9-12, or by calling ahead to see 
if the office is open. 

 
 

Easter Coffee Hour 2022 

Easter Choir 2022 
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MISSION STORIES 
Carmen McFadyen’s Mission 
Memories 

On June 5th we will be celebrating Pentecost 
Sunday and all the mission work CUMC has done in 
the past and continues daily. It’s a great day to 
celebrate both occasions even though we don’t speak 
in foreign languages nor preach the gospel in our 
mission work, we do the Lord’s work by our many 
deeds and actions throughout Coupeville, the island, 
Washington State, in the USA and internationally. 

The Methodist Church supports a large mission 
station in the Appalachian area of Kentucky. 
CUMC supported a group of our members on a trip 
there to assist in the work at Red Bird Mission. The 
group worked on 2 different projects organized by 
the staff at Red Bird.  The United Methodist 
Church also supports Sager Brown, a staging depot 
for disaster supplies in Louisiana. CUMC has been 
represented there as well. There are too many areas 
of work we do here in Central Whidbey to mention 
them all for fear of forgetting one. When we can’t be 
present at all the places hands are needed we can 
support others with our donations to UMCOR. 

I was fortunate to be accepted to be a part of 
UMVIM, United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
in 2002. That year and up until 2017, I traveled with 
UMVIM to the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
four times, Nepal two times, Brazil to work on the 
UM medical boat on the tributaries of the Amazon 
River, China for a connectional mission trip, and 
Armenia to offer medical care and help rebuild 
homes after the genocide there. I received way more 
than I gave on each of these trips. We never 
witnessed to the people, we just loved them as Christ 
loves us and tried to provide the best medical care we 
could with the limited resources we had.  

Those trips were a platform for my personal and 
spiritual growth in ways that are hard to put into 
words. I know that there are many ways to take 
communion; I worshiped with dance and witnessed 
five different choirs praise the Lord in one service; I 
participated in the giving of live chickens as a form 
of gratitude because the givers had no money; I 
know kids are kids the world round and parents love 
their children no matter where they live; I climbed 
mountains and slept in tents; I know there are 
dedicated missionaries of all faiths who still work 
around the world to ease the suffering of those less 
fortunate than us and that we need to support them. 
The list could go on and on, but each trip brought 
joy and some sadness which I will treasure always. 

I invite you to join the Mission Committee on 
June 5th to honor all the mission work done by 
UMC and the hundreds of churches like us in doing 
the Good Work. 
  

Child Health Check, Congo 
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Anne Colligan’s Mission Experience 
I grew up in a home where Missions played a 

central role in our lives.  My mother was active with 
the National Board of Foreign Missions in the 
Presbyterian church and in 1956 traveled around the 
world visiting missionaries stationed there.  I was 
blessed in future years to go with my mother to visit 
some of these missionaries after they retired and 
moved to the states and hear their experiences of 
service. 

About 18 years ago, I traveled to UMCOR with 
a group of Whidbey islanders and served in their 
sewing department when I was there.  I believe that 
missions are a service in our daily lives whether it be 
in the form of making quilts for the needy, raising 
funds for service to others, or traveling to various 
missions around the world.  We are all part of 
missionaries in our lives.   

More information on how to serve with 
UMCOR can be found at 
https://umcmission.org/serve-with-umcor/  

Red Bird Missions 
Red Bird Mission is a non-profit agency based in 

the Appalachian area of Kentucky focused on 
supporting the local communities.  Group mission 
trips, which is what members of the CUMC 
congregation participated in, focus on providing 
home repair for low-income residents.  Jude Barker 
reported that it was fun to give in a hands-on way.   

More information about Red Bird Mission can 
be found on their website: https://rbmission.org 
Red Bird Mission accepts both individual volunteers 
and group volunteers.  

Gleanings for the Hungry 

Gleanings for the Hungry takes the food that 
cannot be sold due to a variety of reasons, preserves 
it, and sends it out to places in need.  While 
Gleanings does its work in California, its mission 
reaches beyond the US.  They work with other 
organizations to distribute the food, mainly soup 
and dehydrated fruit.  

Late June to early July is peach season, where 
volunteer teams sun dry flats of peaches.  This is the 
work I helped with during the summers of 2005-
2007 when the youth groups of this Church went on 
these missions.  The missions for youth groups are 
week-long, and they include special trips organized 
by the staff once or twice during the week, along 
with game and music nights.  

This organization has been on my mind often 
since I first moved to Ventura County, California in 
2019.  While I was living in California, I was able to 
see the large quantities of produce left behind in the 
dirt after the harvesting.   

Staff and volunteer information can be found at: 
https://gleanings.org/  

Julie Clark 
 
 

  

https://umcmission.org/serve-with-umcor/
https://rbmission.org/
https://gleanings.org/
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Strawberry Social 
July 2, 10-2 
By Val Hillers 

The 2022 Strawberry Social will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, July 2 in the Fellowship Room 
of the church. Profits will be put to good use in Nepal and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

The Strawberry Social has a long tradition at Coupeville United Methodist Church. The following are 
excerpts from ‘A Great Blessing’ by Mary Kline Rose:  

 
• Flora Engle mentioned in her diary that the Strawberry Festival was used to raise funds 
to provide the minister’s salary during the 1880s. 
• When the Methodist Church building burned in 1893, a strawberry festival was held 
to raise funds for a new building. 
• In 1904, the Strawberry Festival was reinstated as a fundraiser, with the funds dedicated 
to support of missions in the Philippines. 
•  In 1914, the Strawberry and 
Ice Cream Social was sponsored by 
the Methodist youth fellowship. 
The Island County Times, June 5, 
1914, stated that: ‘Everyone is 
invited to come with pocketbooks 
and have a good time. Ice cream and 
cake will be served at 10 cents a dish, 
and strawberries and cake at 10 
cents.’ 
• In 1984, the Strawberry 
Social was again reinstituted to help 
raise funds for the support of 
missions. 

 
More than 125 years after the original Strawberry Social and after two years of pandemic cancellations, 

we are again joining the past generations of Methodists in serving strawberries to raise money for missions.  
Waffles, shortcakes, and ice cream sundaes will be served at the Strawberry Social; each topped with local 

strawberries and whipped cream. We usually prepare more than 350 of these delicious desserts and it takes 
lots of volunteers to assist in preparing and serving the food.      

  

Strawberry Social, 2017 
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LOCAL MISSIONS 

JAIL VISITS 
Linda Haslund began volunteering at the Island 

County Jail, teaching the women how to knit and 
crochet, after being invited by a woman she knew 
through the Whidbey Island Breast Cancer Dragon 
Boat.  Around 2010, when Linda H’s visit partner 
no longer wished to visit the jail, Linda H asked if 
there was anyone from the church knitting group 
who wanted to go with her.  Linda Osborn 
volunteered right away, much to the dismay of 
Heidi.   

These visits allowed Linda H and Linda O to 
connect with the women in the jail.  The visits were 
two hours a week, in the library, where Linda H 
would teach them knitting and Linda O would teach 
crochet.  During these times, the women would 
speak with Linda H and Linda O about their lives.  
Though some of the women or their families were 
known to Linda H and Linda O, since the island is 
such a small community, the women were never 
discussed with their families.  

These visits were an opportunity to volunteer 
and give back to the community.  They also 
presented an opportunity to be more open-minded 
and to avoid judgments.  

The visits stopped due to Covid and Linda 
Haslund doesn’t plan on resuming them.  If anyone 
else would like to start visiting the women, or the 
men, in the jail, they will need to fill out paperwork 
at the jail and complete a background check, if the 
jail is allowing visitors.   

 

RYAN’S HOUSE 
Wylie began working 

with Ryan’s House three 
years ago in 2019.  What started as financial 
donations moved to delivering food, including 
leftovers from homemade meals.  What drew Wylie 
to this work was the opportunity to help children in 
need, those without homes who needed support.   

There are no difficult processes or time-
consuming background checks to get involved with 
Ryan’s house.  Simply go and offer your gifts, and 
the managers at Ryan’s House will be able to put 
you to work as you can.  

Wylie, since he has an active medical license, is on 
call for them in case they have a medical emergency.   

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB 
Heidi began working with the Boys and Girls 

Club two years ago in 2020 when she was 
approached and asked to be the director due to her 
background in preschool teaching and her role as a 
community member.   

Heidi accepted the position as a way to give back 
to the Coupeville community that helped her raise 
her three sons.  Heidi considers the children in the 
Boys and Girls Club to be her children when they 
are under her care.  She considers it a great honor to 
be able to help guide the children as they grow. 

Those interested in volunteering their time will 
need to stop by the office to pick up paperwork, 
including information for a background check.  An 
interview will also need to be conducted before 
someone can start volunteering their time.  After 
being approved to volunteer there are no time 
requirements. 

Summer is the best time to volunteer one’s time. 
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Gifts from the Heart Food Bank 
By Carol Harrison 

Good food and freedom from food insecurity have been an important part of my life from the 
beginning.    My mother was always fixing meals and treats for people in my hometown, and I would help 
her deliver them.  Helping people with food was an important part of Gordon’s ministry as well as our 
ministry with youth.  So, when Coupeville started Gifts from the Heart Food Bank in 2002 and did not 
require income limits or require identification to receive, I knew it was something I would want to be 
involved with. 

To establish our clientele so that we could receive Northwest Harvest Food, I spend a year calling out 
clients with the dates for food distribution.   After we had established that I called the people who received 
deliveries each distribution to see if they wanted to receive deliveries that day.   

Then when I retired from teaching, I really got involved in many aspects of the food bank and still am.   
We now receive food from Northwest Harvest, Food Lifeline, community donations, and purchase of food 
and fresh produce locally from donations of money.   We currently serve about 90 families on a donation 
day two Wednesdays a month and fix 33 bags weekly for children in the school district.    

If you would like to be involved a donation of food and money is appreciated as well as contacting Molly 
Hughes, our director, to see if there is a need for work.   We like to have people that feel they can lift 50 lbs. 
of produce and help clients with their bags. 

And we certainly appreciate the churches’ donations regularly of help and say a big thank you for the 
recent Easter Eggs! 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Thank you to all who have provided 

information for the Magazine.  This is a wonderful 
way to go in-depth on certain subjects in a way that 
is not possible with our weekly newsletter.  Those 
wishing to provide an article for the magazine should 
reach out to Pastor Lisa for guidance and review.  

NEXT MONTH  
JUNE Magazine: Pentecost 
Renewal through reusing, restoring, and recycling 

 

 

CHURCH ADDRESS: 
Coupeville United Methodist Church 

608 N. Main Street 
Coupeville, WA 98239 

 
CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS: 

PO Box 566 
Coupeville, WA 98239 

 
Pastor Lisa Connolley 
pastorlisa@coupevilleumc.com 

lisa.connolley@outlook.com 
(Cell) 206-650-6732 

 
Admin: 
Julie Clark 

360-678-4256 
staff@coupevilleumc.com 

 
Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday: 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SERVICE PARTNERS 
To the Lions, Foodbank, and Education 

volunteers we say Thank you.  To those 
who serve Coupeville through so many 
community connections Thank you.   We 
are blessed to be a congregation with hearts 
that follow Jesus in service. Thank you 
 

Sandy Johnson with the 
Coupeville Lions Club 


